
22. The Darkness Within

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of Mraize, a scarred soldier dressed in
Sadeas’s uniform, accompanied by an unusual pet chicken that appears more
predatory than typical farmyard fowl. This scene sets a tone of intrigue and subtle
menace, emphasizing the strange and layered nature of Mraize’s character. The
setting is tense, as Shallan and Adolin observe Mraize’s demeanor and the
environment, hinting at underlying political and military tensions. The presence of the
chicken and Mraize’s appearance suggest a deeper symbolism, possibly reflecting
hidden threats or the predatory nature of the characters involved.

The dialogue shifts to a political confrontation, where Ialai discusses the behavior of
whitespines and the dangers they pose, metaphorically linking this to the ongoing
political machinations. Adolin and Ialai exchange veiled accusations and accusations,
revealing the fragile alliances and mistrust among the highprinces. Adolin’s earnest
declaration that he does not believe his father is responsible for a recent murder
underscores the chapter’s focus on loyalty, suspicion, and the high stakes of court
intrigue. Shallan observes these exchanges, recognizing the complex web of deception
and truth that underpins their interactions.

Shallan’s interaction with Mraize in the side room exposes the clandestine nature of
their relationship and the larger conspiracy at play. Mraize’s calm, calculating manner
and his revelations about the interest in Shallan’s actions highlight the covert
operations and the presence of powerful, secretive factions. Mraize’s assertion that
morality is irrelevant compared to loyalty and power underscores the ruthless
philosophy guiding these characters. Shallan’s defiance and her insistence that she is
not one of them reveal her internal conflict and her resistance to being fully drawn into
their schemes.



The chapter concludes with Mraize issuing a clandestine task: to secure Urithiru and
investigate the source of the darkness within it. This mission is presented as vital for
controlling the emerging threat of the Voidbringers, with Mraize offering information
about Helaran as a reward. His departure, marked by a seemingly bumbling gait,
leaves the reader with a sense of foreboding and the understanding that the
characters’ actions are intertwined with larger, ominous forces. The chapter
emphasizes themes of loyalty, secrecy, and the struggle for power amid looming
chaos.


