
Chapter 41

The chapter opens with a tense atmosphere as the characters arrive in Velaris,
observing Amren’s pale appearance and the need for immediate care. Rhysand’s silent
demeanor and withdrawal to the garden suggest he is deep in thought, possibly
brooding over their current predicament. The group’s quiet reflection underscores the
weight of their mission and the unspoken concerns about trust and the looming threat
posed by their enemies. The setting, with its warm sun and tranquil garden, contrasts
with the underlying tension, emphasizing the complexity of their situation and the
emotional toll on those involved.

The narrative then shifts to a strategic discussion among Rhysand, Amren, Cassian,
Mor, and Azriel about how to prove their good intentions to the humans. Rhysand
emphasizes the importance of trust and the difficulty of convincing the humans, who
require tangible proof. The characters debate options such as deposing the current
human queens or seeking alternative proof through historical figures like Miryam and
Drakon. Rhysand recounts Miryam’s tragic backstory—her origins as a slave, her
escape, and her involvement with Jurian and Drakon—highlighting her as a potential
witness to their sincerity, though with the risk of betrayal.

The chapter delves into the complex history surrounding Miryam, a half-Fae woman
born into slavery, who was given as a gift by a cruel queen. Her story involves her
escape from her oppressive circumstances, her alliances with Jurian and the rebels,
and her forbidden love with Drakon. Amren provides a detailed account of Miryam’s
background, emphasizing her significance as a symbol of resistance and her potential
to serve as proof of the rebels’ good will. The narrative underscores the moral
ambiguities and sacrifices involved in their efforts to establish trust and legitimacy.

Ultimately, the characters grapple with the delicate balance between revealing their
truths and preserving the safety of their allies. Rhysand explains why revealing



Miryam’s story might backfire, as it could betray the wishes of those who seek peace
and hide in the shadows. The chapter concludes with a reflection on the importance of
patience and discretion, recognizing that their path to trust involves complex histories
and moral considerations. The overarching theme emphasizes the difficulty of proving
loyalty in a world rife with suspicion and past betrayals.


