
The Mysterious Affair at Styles

The Mysterious Affair at Styles by Agatha Christie is a gripping whodunit that marks
the debut of Hercule Poirot, unraveling the murder of a wealthy heiress in a country
manor through sharp intellect and clever twists.

CHAPTER I. I GO TO STYLES

In the opening chapter of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles," the narrator, invalided from
the Front and on sick leave, recounts his reconnection with John Cavendish, leading to
an invitation to stay at Styles, John's mother, Mrs. Cavendish's estate in Essex. John
reveals his mother has remarried a much younger man, Alfred Inglethorp, stirring
family tensions and suspicion. The estate, Styles Court, holds significance as it was left
to Mrs. Cavendish for her lifetime by her late husband, causing issues of inheritance
for John and his brother Lawrence.

Upon arrival, the narrator describes the peaceful Essex country amidst the chaos of
the Great War. He meets various members of the household: Mrs. Cavendish's new
husband Alfred, with a conspicuous black beard and patents leather boots; Evie
Howard, a long-time family ally with a formidable presence; Mary Cavendish, John's
wife, who captures the narrator's admiration with her striking features and
profoundness; and Cynthia Murdoch, a spirited young woman working at a Red Cross
Hospital, taken in by Mrs. Cavendish after her parents' downfall.

The chapter sets a scene of underlying friction and complexity, notably through the
disapproval surrounding Mrs. Cavendish's recent marriage to Alfred, a man deemed
unsuitable by her family. John and Lawrence, Mrs. Cavendish's stepsons, along with



Evie and the household staff, showcase a blend of duty, respect, and dissent towards
the family matriarch and her new husband. Their country life, marked by contributions
to the war effort and personal dilemmas, contrasts sharply with the looming crisis
within.

The narrator's interactions with the household members outline key personalities and
dynamics, such as Mary Cavendish's enigmatic allure, Cynthia's vivacity, and Evie's
abrupt decision to leave Styles after a confrontation, stressing her fears for Mrs.
Cavendish's safety in Alfred's company. Casual mentions of poison and detection,
alongside introductions to characters like Dr. Bauerstein, a poison expert, and a veiled
reference to Lawrence Cavendish's troubled demeanor, lace the narrative with
foreshadowing of deeper mysteries and conflicts.

Styles Court, embodying tranquility amidst turmoil and harboring its share of secrets
and discord, serves as the nexus for unfolding events, setting the stage for a story
intertwining family loyalty, hidden motives, and the unsettling element of murder.



CHAPTER II. THE 16TH AND 17TH OF JULY

In the chapter detailing the events of July 16th and 17th from "The Mysterious Affair at
Styles," the narrator recounts these days with precision due to their significance in the
trial that followed. On these days, the peaceful atmosphere at Styles is disturbed by
various events and interactions among the inhabitants and visitors. The narrator,
having previously received a letter from Evelyn Howard, now finds himself puzzled by
Mrs. Cavendish's peculiar fondness for Dr. Bauerstein, whose appeal remains a
mystery to him.

The 16th of July is marked by a bazaar related charity event where Mrs. Inglethorp is
scheduled to recite a war poem. The day is spent in preparation, and despite noticing
John's unusual behavior, the evening goes well with Mrs. Inglethorp's performance
receiving much applause. Cynthia, involved in tableaux, decides to stay overnight with
friends instead of returning home.

The next day, after a somewhat strained luncheon hosted by Mrs. Rolleston, the
narrator, along with Mrs. Inglethorp and Lawrence, decide to visit Cynthia at the
hospital's dispensary. Their visit reveals a humorous yet poignant interaction about the
dangers and discipline of pharmacy work. Later on, a chance encounter with Poirot
reintroduces the celebrated detective to the narrator, establishing his connection to
Styles through Mrs. Inglethorp's charity work for Belgian refugees.

Upon returning to Styles, tension escalates as Mrs. Inglethorp appears upset, and an
argument between her and Mary Cavendish is partially overheard by the narrator.
Speculation about the root of the discord abounds, with hints of underlying issues
within the family dynamic and the mysterious Dr. Bauerstein's unexpected arrival
adding to the intrigue. The day concludes with an odd mixture of social niceties and
underlying tensions, setting the stage for future complexities.



This chapter skillfully intertwines character development, setting the tone for the
intricate relationships and forthcoming mystery. Through detailed observations and
interactions, the narrator sets the foundation for unraveling the secrets of Styles, with
each character's behavior hinting at deeper stories yet to be revealed.



CHAPTER X. THE ARREST

Chapter X of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles" begins with the narrator, Hastings,
expressing frustration over not being able to find Poirot, only to learn he might have
gone to London. As Hastings ponders the situation, especially the impact of Dr.
Bauerstein's arrest on Mary Cavendish, he decides to share the news with John, who is
astonished but agrees to keep it discreet for the time being. The expected public
announcement of the arrest doesn't appear in the newspapers, leading to speculation
about further arrests and Poirot's strange absence and activities.

Upon Poirot's return from London, he feigns ignorance about Bauerstein's arrest,
leading to a confusing conversation where Poirot reveals Bauerstein is actually
arrested for espionage, not the murder of Mrs. Inglethorp, contrary to Hastings's
understanding. Poirot highlights Bauerstein's suspicious behavior and foreign origins,
painting him more as a patriot to his country than a criminal, while subtly hinting at his
own suspicions about the case.

Hastings and Poirot discuss the case further, with Poirot receiving a mysterious clue
from Miss Howard and elaborating on his methodical approach to solving the case
relying on his "little grey cells." Poirot expresses concern over making a critical
decision that could affect a woman's happiness, indicating a deeper, personal
involvement in the outcome beyond simply solving the mystery.

Mary Cavendish's interaction with Hastings reveals her unhappiness in her marriage to
John and her independent spirit, longing for freedom. Her dismissive reaction to
Bauerstein's arrest contrasts with Hastings's suspicions about her possible feelings for
the spy.

The chapter also presents Poirot's cunning in obtaining a crucial piece of evidence
without alerting the hospital staff, leading to the discovery of Lawrence Cavendish's



fingerprints on a bottle of strychnine. This finding deepens the mystery and
complicates the investigation, as strychnine has been a recurring element in the case.

Poirot and Hastings's interactions with Mary Cavendish and the village's subtle
dynamics hint at underlying tensions and secrets, driving the narrative towards
unraveling the complexity of Mrs. Inglethorp's murder against a backdrop of espionage
and personal turmoil within the Styles household.



CHAPTER XII THE LAST LINK

Poirot's triumphant return with Japp and Summerhaye to Styles signals the climax of
his investigation. Gathering the household, he begins reveling in the details of his
deductions. Mary Cavendish, under the respectful eye of Poirot, permits the assembly
in the salon, hinting at the depth of her trust in the detective.

Poirot meticulously deconstructs the case, starting with the analysis of the bedroom
where the tragedy unfolded. Key evidence—the fragment of green fabric, a stain of
coffee on the carpet, and the mysterious box of bromide powders—leads him to
establish Mrs. Cavendish's presence in the room at the critical moment, challenging
initial assumptions.

Through logical sequencing, Poirot unravels the mystery of the locked door, revealing
Mrs. Cavendish's unwitting role in the fabric of the crime. A careful investigation of
Mrs. Inglethorp's actions and statements prior to her death gives further credence to
his theory, drawing attention to the strained familial relationships and hidden motives.

The alteration of Mrs. Inglethorp’s will is another puzzle piece, leading to the shocking
revelation that Mrs. Inglethorp herself destroyed the new will amidst the chaos of her
final evening. Poirot explicates the peculiar circumstances of the will's destruction,
citing the unlikely decision to light a fire as a desperate measure to dispose of the
document—an act that initially went misunderstood.

Furthermore, Poirot shifts focus to the manner in which the poison was administered,
debunking the theory of the coffee and pointing instead to Mrs. Inglethorp's
medication. This revelation underscores the cunning manipulation of everyday
substances to carry out the murder, a detail overlooked by everyone except Poirot.



The denouement sees Poirot piecing together the final moments, clarifying the ill-fated
mix-up of medications and the strategic planning behind the murder attempt. His
deduction exposes not only the murder method but also captures the tumultuous
relational dynamics within Styles, especially highlighting Mary Cavendish's distress
and innocence in the ordeal.

In a dramatic conclusion, Poirot presents physical evidence, sealing his case with
irrefutable proof of the murderer's identity and motive, concluding yet another
masterful display of his detective prowess. His unraveling of the case lightens the
burden of suspicion from the innocent, particularly Mary, and restores a semblance of
order to the shattered household of Styles.



CHAPTER XI. THE CASE FOR THE PROSECUTION

The trial of John Cavendish for the murder of his stepmother unfolds with gripping
intensity, drawing into its orbit a variety of personalities, each contributing to the
complexities of the case. Hercule Poirot, the keen-eyed detective, alongside the
narrator, navigates through the thicket of evidence and testimonies that seem to
entangle John deeper in guilt. Mary Cavendish stands unwaveringly by her husband,
embodying loyalty and the resilience of love in the face of adversity. As the trial
progresses, the prosecution presents a case built largely on circumstantial evidence,
painting John as a desperate man driven to murder by financial straits and a forbidden
affair. However, the defence, led by Sir Ernest Heavywether, skilfully dismantles the
prosecution's charges, exposing the flimsiness of their basis and hinting at the
involvement of other possible suspects. Poirot, ever the observer, remains in the
shadow, accumulating insights, until a seemingly insignificant memory triggers a
monumental revelation. This epiphany promises to pivot the direction of the trial,
highlighting the detective's brilliance in perceiving the truth hidden amidst minutiae.
Amidst this maelstrom of legal battle and personal turmoil, the narrative weaves a
compelling tale of mystery, emphasizing the human capacity for resilience, the
complexities of familial bonds, and the pursuit of truth against all odds.



CHAPTER III. THE NIGHT OF THE TRAGEDY

In the dead of night, Lawrence Cavendish awakens the narrator with dire news of his
mother, Mrs. Inglethorp, suffering a severe fit. Despite her room being locked from the
inside, urgency propels the household into action, trying to access her locked chamber
through various routes, all in vain, until a door is forcibly opened. The household
discovers Mrs. Inglethorp in agony, writhing from convulsions which subside
momentarily only to violently resurge, leaving everyone helpless and distraught.

Amidst this turmoil, the absence of Alfred Inglethorp, Mrs. Inglethorp's husband, raises
suspicion, especially given Mrs. Inglethorp's strained utterances that seem to implicate
him. Dr. Bauerstein, a passing specialist, attempts to aid Mrs. Inglethorp but to no
avail; her death seems inevitable as she succumbs, uttering Alfred's name in what
appears to be an accusatory manner. This prompts discussions of potential poisoning,
stirring tension and suspicion.

The household, already enveloped in sorrow and confusion, is now faced with the grim
prospect of an inquest necessitated by the peculiar circumstances of Mrs. Inglethorp's
demise. Contemplating these events, the narrator proposes engaging his friend, the
renowned detective Hercule Poirot, to investigate, suggesting foul play might be at
hand. The suggestion is met with resistance, reflecting the prevailing skepticism and
the overarching tension surrounding the mysterious tragedy at Styles.



CHAPTER IV. POIROT INVESTIGATES

Chapter IV of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles" by Agatha Christie delves deeper into
the investigation, with Hercule Poirot beginning his own probing into the murder. The
chapter opens with the narrator describing a path through the grass leading to the
Belgians' residence, where Poirot lives. Upon his arrival, the narrator quickly informs
Poirot about the tragedy, seeking his help in investigating Mrs. Inglethorp's murder.

Poirot, intrigued, listens intently to the details of the incident, emphasizing the
importance of seemingly trivial facts and dismissing nothing as irrelevant. He
particularly focuses on Mrs. Inglethorp's last night's dinner and her behavior, hinting at
strychnine poisoning due to the delayed effects observed, a detail that confounds the
straightforward nature of the case.

Following this, Poirot, accompanied by the narrator, visits the crime scene to collect
evidence firsthand. He meticulously examines the room, noting several curious items:
a shattered cup, a purple dispatch case with a key, a lamp with a broken chimney, and
candle grease on the floor. An unexpected discovery of a half-burned fragment of a will
among the ashes in the fireplace further complicates the investigation, suggesting a
possible motive for murder revolving around an inheritance.

Poirot's thorough investigation then leads him to interview Dorcas, a servant, and
Annie, a housemaid. Their testimonies shed light on Mrs. Inglethorp's distressing last
evening, her quarrels, and peculiar behaviors, such as the special interest in a lost key
and an unmarked box of sleeping powder found in her room. The housemaids'
accounts of the last night's events, particularly about a cocoa drink and a missing
green dress, serve to deepen the mystery rather than provide clarity.

Towards the end of the chapter, Poirot's dialogue with the housemaid Annie hints at
the possibility that the cocoa, not the coffee as initially suspected, was poisoned. This



revelation shifts the focus of the investigation and opens up new avenues for inquiry.
Despite the narrator's excitement over this development, Poirot remains calmly
analytical, subtly hinting that the solution to the murder lies in understanding the
seemingly insignificant details they have unearthed, though he keeps his suspicions
close to his chest.

The chapter exemplifies Poirot's methodical and meticulous approach to detective
work, emphasizing logic, the importance of minute details, and the need to withhold
judgment until all evidence is carefully considered. His playful teasing of Hastings, who
represents the reader's impulse for quick solutions, serves to underline the complexity
of the case and the need for patience in unraveling it.



CHAPTER V. "IT ISN'T STRYCHNINE, IS IT?"

In Chapter V of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles," titled "It Isn't Strychnine, Is It?",
intrigue deepens as Hercule Poirot and the narrator explore the remnants of the
previous night's mysterious events. They discover a note in Mrs. Inglethorp's
handwriting, stirring speculation about her mental state and possible suicide. However,
Poirot's attention is caught by other clues, leading them to scrutinize the household's
coffee cups, only to find no evidence of strychnine poisoning.

Poirot's meticulous methods reveal a puzzling lack of strychnine and lead to a
complicated web of family tensions and secrets. Despite the ongoing investigation, the
family attempts to maintain a semblance of normalcy. Poirot, undeterred by the lack of
poison evidence, remains focused on the coffee cups as a vital clue. The detective's
inquiry into Mrs. Inglethorp's activities the day before her death uncovers a hurriedly
drafted will and a contentious relationship with Alfred Inglethorp, raising suspicions
about motives within the household.

The narrative further thickens with the introduction of a hastily made will, potential
motives from various family members, and a surprising admission about Mrs.
Inglethorp's knowledge of her marital status's effect on her will. Hercule Poirot's
ingenious deduction connects seemingly minor details, demonstrating his unparalleled
analytical skills. Amidst conflicting loyalties and hidden agendas, Poirot's pursuit of
truth showcases his methodical approach to unraveling complex mysteries. His
attention to minute details and unwavering determination illuminate the intricate
dynamics at play, culminating in a compelling exploration of deceit and intrigue within
the Inglethorp household.



CHAPTER VI. THE INQUEST

In Chapter VI of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles," titled "The Inquest," Hercule Poirot
intensifies his investigation ahead of the inquest. The narrator, feeling left out of
Poirot's plans, attempts to follow him and ends up learning that Alfred Inglethorp has
been secretly visiting a farm, stirring suspicions.

During the inquest held at the Stylites Arms, various testimonies paint a complicated
picture of the days leading up to Mrs. Inglethorp's death. Key points include the
confirmation of strychnine poisoning as the cause of death, with the poison's
administration time and method under scrutiny. The investigating doctor dismisses the
possibility of accidental poisoning or suicide, highlighting Mrs. Inglethorp's robust
health and the unlikelihood of the poison being ingested through her habitual cocoa,
as tested by Poirot.

Suspicions around Alfred Inglethorp grow as a chemist's assistant testifies to selling
him strychnine, a claim Inglethorp denies, suggesting mistaken identity. His alibi for
the night of the murder is weak, and his awkward explanations during the inquest do
him no favors. The inquest also revisits the family tensions and the mysterious will,
adding layers to the intrigue. Elevated by revealing and sometimes contradictory
testimonies, from the intricacies of the poison's effects to personal grievances and
alibis, the chapter sets a rich scene of mystery and impending detection.

Detective Inspector James Japp from Scotland Yard is introduced, indicating the
involvement of higher authorities and adding a sense of urgency to Poirot's
investigations. Amidst the legal proceedings, Poirot remains observant, catching subtle
cues and contradictions that others miss, underscoring his unique detective skills.

Overall, the inquest chapter deepens the mystery, with pivotal revelations and
character dynamics setting the stage for further investigations into the cunningly



executed murder at Styles Court.



CHAPTER VII. POIROT PAYS HIS DEBTS

At the beginning of Chapter VII, "Poirot Pays His Debts," of "The Mysterious Affair at
Styles," Hercule Poirot and the narrator encounter Inspector Japp from Scotland Yard,
along with Superintendent Summerhaye. The interaction quickly reveals Poirot's past
collaboration with Japp and his renowned investigative skills. The inspectors imply they
already have a suspect in mind for the murder under investigation, but Poirot
disagrees with their conclusions.

Poirot claims to have drawn some definitive conclusions, provoking curiosity among
the detectives. Despite the apparent solidity of the case against the accused, Mr.
Inglethorp, Poirot hints at profound flaws in the evidence. He surprises everyone,
including the narrator, by asserting Inglethorp's innocence, irrespective of the
seemingly conclusive evidence.

A discussion unfolds about the incident's specifics, revealing Poirot's keen observation
and skeptical perspective on the case being solely against Inglethorp. Poirot
challenges the common assumptions, particularly highlighting how evidence seems
too perfectly aligned against Inglethorp, suggesting a deliberate framing. He mentions
that real evidence requires scrutiny and implies that a clever criminal might have
manufactured the evidence to direct suspicion toward Inglethorp.

Poirot further delves into the intricacies of the case, questioning the plausibility of
Inglethorp's actions if he were truly guilty and hints at alternate explanations for the
events. He emphasizes the peculiar behavior of other household members, including
Lawrence Cavendish's odd suggestion at the inquest and the anomalies surrounding
the testimonies about the night of the murder.

By the chapter's end, Poirot commits himself to demonstrate Inglethorp's innocence
conclusively by accompanying the detectives to Styles to present undeniable



evidence. This chapter strengthens the narrative's mystery while showcasing Poirot's
deductive prowess and his determination to uncover the truth, regardless of its
complexity or the skepticism of others. Poirot's interactions with the officials and his
critical analysis of the evidence against Inglethorp set the stage for a deeper
investigation into the murder at Styles, foreshadowing further revelations and
challenges in solving the case.



CHAPTER VIII. FRESH SUSPICIONS

Chapter VIII of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles" begins with a moment of stunned
silence following a revelation, quickly broken by Detective Japp's appreciation of
Poirot's investigative prowess. Poirot reassures Japp about the reliability of his
evidence and witnesses. Alfred Inglethorp responds defensively to a challenge about
his silence during the inquest, to which Poirot explains was to avoid scandal. The
conversation touches upon Inglethorp's potential arrest, his misjudgment, and his
suspicions towards Evelyn Howard. Japp, with quintessential briskness, shifts focus to
further investigation, seeking to inspect the late Mrs. Inglethorp's bedroom and to
interview the servants, demonstrating the methodical police work contrasting Poirot's
more psychological and nuanced approach.

Poirot, displaying a characteristic blend of mystery and precision, instructs the narrator
to stand by a baize door, hinting at an unseen aspect of the investigation. This
sequence emphasizes Poirot’s inclination for orchestrating events unseen, guiding the
investigation subtly. The narrative then shifts to a broader examination of clues, a
reevaluation of suspects following the clearing of Alfred Inglethorp's name,
emphasizing the fluid nature of the investigation where previously considered facts are
now questioned. This shift underscores the story's thematic elements of misdirection
and the uncovering of hidden layers.

Poirot's discussions about the black beard found in the chest, his questioning of Miss
Howard, and his strategic thinking regarding the coco sample highlight his analytical
mind, focused on detail and contradiction. This analytical approach also contrasts with
the more conventional methods employed by the police, represented by Japp and his
team. The chapter reveals Poirot's deep understanding of human nature and his ability
to perceive truths hidden behind facades, demonstrating his psychological acuity.



The conversations with Miss Howard and the subsequent discovery of a potentially
significant clue underscore the novel's theme of hidden truths and the complexity of
human motives. Poirot's interaction with Miss Howard reveals the undercurrents of
personal biases and emotions that can cloud judgment, showing Poirot's role as not
just a detective but as a keen observer of human nature.

As Poirot manipulates the course of the investigation, the narrative delves into themes
of truth, justice, and morality, showcasing the detective's moral compass alongside his
intellectual capabilities. The chapter concludes on an enigmatic note, with Poirot
withholding his newly formed hypothesis from the narrator, further building the
suspense and emphasizing the theme of hidden knowledge and the unfolding mystery
that requires unraveling.



CHAPTER IX Dr. BAUERSTEIN

In Chapter IX of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles," the narrator, Hastings, embarks on a
mission to deliver a cryptic message from Poirot to Lawrence. The message, urging
Lawrence to "find the extra coffee-cup" to "rest in peace," baffles both men, leading to
speculation about its significance. As the chapter unfolds, Poirot's inquiries at lunch
hint at his methodical approach to solving the mystery, piquing everyone's curiosity
without revealing his insights.

Hastings, still puzzled over Poirot's inscrutable strategies, continues to observe the
dynamics within the household, noting an intense argument between John and Mary
Cavendish that suggests underlying tensions and secrets. This altercation, witnessed
inadvertently, highlights the strain the murder investigation has placed on family
relationships and individual psyches.

Cynthia's return from the hospital shifts the narrative toward a more personal aspect
of the story. Hastings's romantic overture to Cynthia, met with laughter and rejection,
adds a layer of unrequited affection and social complexity to the narrative. This
moment of personal vulnerability contrasts sharply with the ongoing investigation,
showcasing the intertwining of human relationships amidst the backdrop of a murder
mystery.

Hastings's decision to visit Dr. Bauerstein, a suspect in the case, underscores the
amateur detective's proactive but often naïve involvement in the investigation. The
chapter concludes with a surprising revelation about Bauerstein's arrest, amplifying
the suspense and redirecting suspicions in an unforeseen direction. This development
not only deepens the mystery but also reflects the unpredictable nature of the
investigation, challenging both the characters and the readers to reconsider their
assumptions about guilt and motive.



CHAPTER XIII. POIROT EXPLAINS

In the concluding chapter of "The Mysterious Affair at Styles," Hercule Poirot finally
unveils the intricacies of the murder plot and the culprits involved. Our narrator,
entangled in curiosity and frustration, confronts Poirot for his secretive methods. Poirot
explains that discretion was vital to prevent the true murderer, Alfred Inglethorp, from
detecting their suspicions. The Belgian detective had, from the beginning, observed
Inglethorp as the prime beneficiary of Mrs. Inglethorp’s death, realizing the need for a
covert investigation due to the narrator's transparent honesty.

Poirot recounts how various misconceptions and misleading evidence had been
intentionally planted to divert suspicion towards John Cavendish. However, Poirot’s
attention to detail and peculiar findings, such as the deliberate placement of a letter in
a spill vase and the peculiar purchase of strychnine under a disguised identity,
unraveled the plot. He highlights the clever, yet ultimately fatal errors of the
conspirators, notably Inglethorp’s and his accomplice, Miss Howard’s, attempts to
create a false narrative implicating John Cavendish, and their reliance on a
manufactured alibi which Poirot foresaw and counteracted by involving the
household’s vigilance.

The narrative unfolds further complexities involving not only the conjuring of false
evidence by the culprits but also the misunderstandings and secret motives of other
house residents, revealing a web of relationships and hidden sentiments influencing
their actions related to the crime. Poirot clarifies the misinterpretations around
Lawrence Cavendish, the deceived perceptions driven by love and jealousy, and the
consequential actions that misled the investigation.

Poirot’s revelation showcases his strategic acumen in solving the puzzle, not merely
through the logical dismantling of the murder plot but also through his deep



understanding of human nature and emotional undercurrents influencing the
characters’ actions. The resolution not only captures the triumph of Poirot’s deductive
methodology but also hints at the restoration of familial bonds and romantic
relationships, subtly mediated by the detective’s interventions.

Ultimately, "The Mysterious Affair at Styles" is a narrative that marries intricate plot
mechanics with the exploration of human emotions and relationships, concluding on a
note of justice not only for the crime committed but in mending the emotional rifts
caused by misunderstandings and secrets within the Styles Court.


