
The Man Between

The Man Between by P.G. Wodehouse is a comedic novel about a charming,
manipulative character who orchestrates a series of romantic and social
misunderstandings in a small English village.

CHAPTER I -The man Between

In the first chapter of "The Man Between," we're introduced to Ethel Rawdon, a
nineteen-year-old girl living in New York City in January 1900. On a Saturday night,
after returning from an uneventful party, Ethel reflects on the simplicity and beauty of
her life so far. She converses with herself, undressing at a leisurely pace, enjoying her
solitude, and then noticing two letters, one of which urgently summons her to her
friend Dora Denning. Despite her initial reluctance due to it being Sunday—a day
usually reserved for family time with her father, Mr. Rawdon, and Aunt Ruth—Ethel
decides she must make an effort to see Dora.

The chapter vividly sets up the dynamics of the Rawdon household, showing a loving,
light-hearted relationship between Ethel, her father, and her aunt. Ruth and Mr.
Rawdon have a philosophical conversation about religion and duty, revealing their
intellectual and moral backgrounds, while Ethel's concern and affection for her friend
Dora are evident. We see Ethel's character: independent, thoughtful, dutiful, yet spoilt
with affection by her family. Despite her late arrival for breakfast, Ethel's charm and
grace erase any potential frustration, showcasing her as the beloved, radiant center of
her household.



As Ethel prepares to visit Dora, she is introspective, hinting at a deeper awareness and
a slight premonition that her life is on the cusp of change. Dora's urgent message
turns out to be that she is engaged to Basil Stanhope, a clergyman, which surprises
and concerns Ethel. Through Dora's recounting of her love story, the narrative explores
themes of social expectations, family dynamics, and the complexities of romantic
relationships. The conversation between Dora and Ethel delves into Dora's infatuation
with Basil, her family's reaction to the engagement, and a glimpse into the social fabric
of their world—highlighting contrasts between wealth, class, and aspirations. Ethel's
skeptical perspective provides a counterpoint to Dora's romanticized view, pointing out
the practical and emotional considerations of marriage.

This chapter establishes the major characters and sets the stage for Ethel's personal
journey against the backdrop of societal norms and expectations in early 20th century
New York. The tone is reflective, yet filled with the anticipation of the novel's unfolding
drama.



CHAPTER II -The man Between

In Chapter II of "The Man Between," the narrative unfolds around a dinner at the
Rawdon residence, presided over by Judge Rawdon. The atmosphere is initially tinged
with anticipation, stemming from the judge's peculiar demeanor which suggests he
harbors a secret or significant news. This secret pertains to the imminent arrival of
Frederick Mostyn, a relative from the Judge’s maternal side, the Mostyns, which brings
about mixed feelings among the residents.

The chapter elaborates on the Rawdon family's history, tracing their roots back to
when Rachel Mostyn married George Rawdon and settled in New York, hinting at the
deep-seated connections tying the family to their English heritage. The introduction of
Frederick Mostyn into the narrative is framed by his forthcoming visit to New York and
the judge's reflections on familial duties and hospitality.

Discussion among the Rawdons veers into judgments about the expected
characteristics of Frederick, based on the stereotypical physical and social traits
associated with Englishmen of his standing. Ethel, the judge's daughter, displays
skepticism, referencing previous, unflattering experiences with Englishmen, effectively
setting the stage for contrasts between American perceptions of English traits and the
individuals themselves.

Parallel to the anticipation around Frederick Mostyn’s arrival, the chapter also delves
into personal dynamics within the Rawdon family, exploring themes of love and
marriage with the announcement of Dora Denning’s engagement. The engagement
sparks a conversation that highlights differing perspectives on marriage and
relationships, underscored by generational gaps and evolving societal norms.

As the chapter progresses, the Rawdons' discussion about marital dynamics, societal
expectations, and the implications of Frederick Mostyn's visit underscores the



narrative's exploration of family, heritage, and personal choices. The conversation
about the mortgage on Rawdon Manor introduces an element of financial intrigue and
hints at future complications, especially concerning the implications of Frederick's
visit.

Ethel’s interactions with her grandmother and the reflective conversations they share
give deeper insight into the values and expectations held by different family members.
The chapter closes with the preparation for meeting Frederick Mostyn, veiling the
anticipation and curiosity surrounding his introduction with a veneer of daily routine
and familial duty.

Overall, Chapter II sets the stage for intricate family dynamics, explores themes of
love, duty, and social expectations, and subtly introduces elements of financial intrigue
and potential conflict tied to the English Mostyn’s arrival, hinting at the complexities
that will unfold as the story progresses.



CHAPTER III -The man Between

Chapter III of "The Man Between" reveals Frederick Mostyn's enchantment with New
York City, a place vastly different from his Yorkshire home. His every day is filled with
new experiences, from the thrill of exploring the city's skyscrapers to delving into its
history, such as the duel site of Burr and Hamilton. Despite his fascination with the
city, Mostyn does not neglect his social introductions, quickly becoming a regular
presence in the Rawdon households, where he develops a fondness for Ethel Rawdon
and a friendly relationship with Ruth Bayard.

Meanwhile, Bryce Denning, envious of Mostyn's association with Shaw McLaren, plots
to ingratiate himself with Mostyn through his sister Dora, aiming to leverage this
connection to gain favor with McLaren. After mending his strained relationship with
Dora, Bryce sees an opportunity when their mother and Dora express interest in
meeting Mostyn, spurred by Bryce’s subtle suggestions.

As plans for a dinner in Mostyn's honor develop, Bryce finds himself visiting Mostyn,
initially out of obligation to Dora, but soon the two men bond over shared interests and
explorations around New York. Despite their growing acquaintance, both men guard
their deeper feelings and life ambitions closely.

The dinner, intended as a casual family affair, transitions into an evening at the opera,
underscoring the Denning family's integration into high society and their efforts to
strengthen ties with Mostyn. It is during this time that Mostyn experiences a profound
and unexpected personal transformation, especially after meeting Basil Stanhope,
marking a pivotal moment in his life.

Throughout the chapter, New York City stands as a vibrant backdrop to Mostyn's
adventures and interactions, contrasting his previous life in Yorkshire and
foreshadowing significant changes in his relationships and self-perception.



CHAPTER IV -The man Between

Chapter IV of "The Man Between" delves into the aftermath of a socially engaging
evening, focusing on the conversations and internal reflections that occurred amongst
the attendees. Ethel, wrapped in comfort and informality, seeks her Aunt Ruth's
perspective on the night, sparking a dialogue that unravels the intricate web of social
and personal relationships within their circle.

A noteworthy figure introduced is Mr. Marriot, a banker and new societal addition,
whose gold-centric view of the world contrasts sharply with the general mirth of the
evening. The conversation subtly critiques the materialistic mindset, juxtaposing it
against the genuine interactions and artistic inclinations of others present, like the
second-rate artist Jamie Sayer, whose affectations and vulgarity are candidly
discussed.

The exchange between Ethel and her aunt maneuvers through observations about
other guests, including the slim and graceful Claudine Jeffrys and the wealthy but
brutally realistic Miss Ullman. Their commentary not only sheds light on these
characters but also highlights the Denning family's dynamics and Dora's particularly
enchanting presence, which unsettled Fred Mostyn to an extent that is described as a
near-catastrophic, impulsive passion.

This instance of immediate, intense attraction forms a critical discussion point, as Ethel
and Ruth ponder over the nature of love, its instantaneity, and its lasting implications.
Fred's abrupt fall for Dora, juxtaposed with his traditionally stable and enduring
affections, ignites a complex debate on the authenticity and temporality of love.
Ethel's vehement refusal to accept a secondary position in a man's heart – a clear nod
to her self-respect and understanding of her worth – is a pivotal moment that
underscores the chapter's exploration of personal values versus societal expectations.



As the narrative unfolds, the dichotomy between genuine affection and obligatory
marital pursuits comes to the forefront, revealing the precarious balance each
character strives to maintain between societal expectations and personal desires. The
discussion eventually circles back to the potential marital match between Ethel and
Fred Mostyn, hinting at familial hopes and the complexities of navigating love within
the confines of social expectations and personal integrity.

Throughout the chapter, themes of love, societal roles, and the pursuit of authenticity
are elegantly woven together, presenting a rich tapestry of Edwardian society's
nuances and the personal dilemmas of those within it. The dialogue and reflections
offer a penetrating look into how individuals grapple with the expectations placed upon
them, the pursuit of genuine connections, and the inevitable impact of societal norms
on personal choices and relationships.



CHAPTER V -The man Between

In this chapter of "The Man Between," Ethel sets off to visit her grandmother after
making arrangements for her carriage to pick her up later. Her radiant mood brings
warmth to their meeting, and their conversation moves to reflect on recent social
events, specifically a dinner at the Dennings’. Through Madam, Ethel's grandmother,
the narrative conveys strong opinions on social customs, the attire of clergymen, and
the suitability of marriage matches, notably discussing Ethel's cousin Fred's sudden
infatuation with Dora during a dinner party. Madam expresses disbelief and
disappointment at Fred's overt display of affection towards Dora, considering she is
already engaged to Mr. Stanhope, a clergyman praised for his integrity and modesty.

The narrative shows Ethel's discomfort with Fred's behavior and her clear stance that
she will not accept a man's divided affections. She also shares a concern for the
potential impact of Fred's actions on her relationship with others, including her
grandmother, and reflects on the complex social web involving Dora’s family’s rise in
social status. As the story unfolds, Ethel witnesses an act of charity by a young man
towards a beggar with a violin, which captures her imagination and marks a significant
moment of connection.

The plot thickens as Ethel grapples with her feelings towards Fred, her loyalty to Dora
despite witnessing the latter's flirtatious behavior, and her own moral compass. The
societal expectations and personal relationships are explored with a critical eye
towards the impact of social standing, the nuances of personal conduct in various
settings, and the internal conflict faced by individuals caught between personal desires
and social duties. Amidst this, the imagery of a spontaneous street performance
serves as a reminder of the human capacity for empathy and connection beyond social
confines.



The chapter delves into themes of love, societal expectations, personal integrity, and
the complexities of human relationships, showcasing the characters’ struggles with
societal pressures and personal desires. Through Ethel's experiences and the candid
discussions with her grandmother, the narrative critiques social norms and highlights
the importance of personal values and integrity in navigating the intricate social
landscape of the time.



CHAPTER VII -The man Between

On a serene May afternoon, Judge Rawdon, along with Ruth and Ethel, enjoyed a
leisurely drive through the picturesque West Riding. The journey was filled with the
natural beauty of blooming hawthornes and the melodious tunes of birds, setting a
tranquil mood after their sumptuous meal at a wayside inn. Their destination was the
majestic Rawdon Park, which captivated them with its verdant landscapes, ancient oak
trees, and a stately home swathed in ivy. The Squire of Rawdon Park, a dignified and
benevolent figure representing centuries of family heritage, warmly welcomed them,
marking the beginning of a significant familial reunion.

Over the following days, the visitors were immersed in the history and legacy of the
Rawdon family, learning of their enduring influence through the ages. The Squire
shared stories of the family’s involvement in England’s history, showcasing battle flags
won in crusades and African conflicts as symbols of their valor. This conversation
highlighted the deep roots and pride of the Rawdon lineage.

The estate itself, described as 'The House Wonderful,' was a treasure trove of
centuries’ worth of artifacts and memories, each room teeming with tales and
heirlooms from past generations. Their days were filled with discovery and
engagement with the storied past of the Rawdons, punctuated by the arrival of
visitors, including the Tyrrel-Rawdons. Nicholas Rawdon and his wife Lydia represented
a branch of the family with distinct perspectives and ambitions, particularly in the
realm of politics and societal status, adding complexity to the family dynamics.

Nicholas was shown to have a notable presence and a contentious spirit, particularly
towards his cousin, Judge Rawdon, hinting at underlying family tensions. Lydia, on the
other hand, was keen on discussing her family, especially her son John Thomas, who
had made a name for himself in the mill industry and politics, reflecting the diverse



accomplishments and aspirations within the extended Rawdon family.

Throughout their stay, the essence of the Rawdon family's enduring legacy,
intertwined with the beauty and history of their ancestral home, was vividly brought to
life, offering a profound sense of connection and heritage to Judge Rawdon and his
family.



CHAPTER VIII -The man Between

In Chapter VIII of "The Man Between," Ethel Rawdon visits Dora Stanhope at the Savoy
in London, discovering that Dora is struggling with loneliness and the dullness of
marriage life. Contrarily, Ethel reveals she is in London primarily for shopping,
dismissing Dora's expectation of her visit being solely in response to Dora's letter.
Dora, who appears envious of Ethel's apparent happiness, discusses her disinterest in
her husband Basil's philanthropic activities and her own boredom with the societal
functions they attend. Ethel criticizes the typical honeymoon and the discomfort of
travel, proving her practicality and independence. Dora expresses feelings of
entrapment within the monotony of her married life, desiring the vibrant social scene
of Newport, contrasting Ethel's contentment with her own life decisions. Dora's
narrative unveils a deep-seated unhappiness, not only with her immediate
circumstances but also with the societal expectations placed upon her as a newlywed.
Ethel, unfazed by Dora's lamentations, subtly critiques the institution of marriage and
the roles women are expected to play, showcasing a progressive stance on
individuality and the pursuit of personal satisfaction beyond societal norms.

This chapter highlights differences in perspectives between Dora and Ethel regarding
marriage, societal expectations, and individual happiness, setting a stage for
contrasting futures shaped by their choices and attitudes. Dora's reliance on societal
validation and traditional milestones leaves her feeling trapped and unfulfilled, while
Ethel's independence and skepticism towards societal norms promise her a path of
self-determination and potentially greater personal fulfillment.



CHAPTER IX -The man Between

In chapters eight and nine of "The Man Between," we journey through a blend of
complex emotions, social engagements, and introspections set against the backdrop of
contrasting locations – a serene, music-filled room and the vibrant streets of New York
in October.

Chapter Eight captures a serene moment with Squire enjoying the grand waves of
melody from the organ played by his lad, Joel. Immersed in music, the Squire reflects
on his faith and dismisses philosophical notions of 'the Unknowable' with a
reaffirmation of his belief, anchored by the hymn Joel sings. It's a moment of spiritual
triumph and introspection, rich with the age-old human quest for understanding and
the comfort found in belief and music. The chapter closes with the Squire's peaceful
rejection of the Unknowable, choosing instead the familiar and comforting belief in a
higher power.

Chapter Nine transitions to the vibrant New York in October, where the narrative
focuses on the lives of Judge Rawdon, his delight in returning to his luxuriously
refurbished home, and his daughter Ethel's social intentions. Ethel's plans to visit Dora
Stanhope open up discussions on social expectations, relationships, and personal
choices, revealing layers of personality and socio-economic commentary. Dora's life,
seemingly beset with dissatisfaction despite her material comforts, contrasts with
Judge Rawdon’s contentment, showing different aspects of societal fulfillment.

Ethel's visit to Dora Stanhope transitions into a deeper exploration of relationships and
social dynamics, touching on themes of marital discord, female agency, societal
expectations, and the nuanced differences in managing social relations. The narrative
delves into Dora's seemingly troubled marriage and her contentious friendships,
showcasing the variegated fabric of interpersonal dynamics.



The discourse between Ethel and her grandmother about the Squire Percival Rawdon,
the family's ancestral ties, and Ethel's engagement intertwines the personal with the
historical, showcasing the continuity and change within family legacies. It reveals the
weight of past decisions on present circumstances, and Ethel's determined steps to
navigate her family's legacy while forging her path.

As Ethel plans her future with Tyrrel Rawdon and navigates her complicated
relationship with her grandmother, the chapters oscillate between private
introspections and social interactions. These narratives encapsulate the journey of self-
discovery, the search for belonging, and the intricate dance of maintaining personal
values amidst societal expectations.



CHAPTER X -The man Between

In "The Man Between," Chapter X, the narrative continues with Ethel and Tyrrel's
deepening relationship through correspondence after Ethel’s husband, Colonel
Rawdon's deteriorating health complicates their lives. As Tyrrel remains unable to
leave Colonel Rawdon in his final hours, Ethel finds solace and closeness in their
exchange of letters, illustrating the strength and intimacy of their bond despite
physical separation. This detail underscores the narrative's examination of love's
endurance and expression in the face of adversity.

The chapter also delves into Dora Stanhope's tumultuous life, detailing her struggles
within her marriage to Basil Stanhope. Despite Basil's expectations for Ethel to
positively influence Dora, Dora's disdain for what she perceives as constraints imposed
by her marital and social expectations becomes evident. Her interactions with Fred
Mostyn, characterized by both a defiance of social expectations and a search for
support outside her marriage, highlight a deep-seated discontent with her current life
circumstances.

As the narrative unfolds, Dora's recklessness and dissatisfaction strain her relationship
with Basil, leading to a series of confrontations that reveal the crumbling foundation of
their marriage. The text vividly depicts Basil's anguish and desperate attempts to
preserve their union, contrasted with Dora's vehement desire for freedom and
escapism, culminating in her decision to leave Basil. This decision not only represents
Dora's assertion of autonomy but also signifies the broader themes of personal choice,
societal pressures, and the complex dynamics of marital relationships.

Furthermore, the chapter portrays the ensuing fallout of Dora's departure, from the
emotional devastation experienced by Basil to the varied reactions of their social
circle. The narrative explores the ripple effects of their marital discord, touching on



themes of public perception, familial obligations, and the weight of personal and
professional reputations. Through the lens of Basil and Dora's crumbling marriage, the
text scrutinizes the intersections of love, duty, and individual desire, posing profound
questions about the nature of commitment and the search for personal happiness
amidst societal constraints.

In essence, Chapter X of "The Man Between" skillfully navigates the intricacies of
human relationships, using the turmoil in Dora and Basil's marriage as a focal point to
examine broader themes of love, freedom, and societal expectation. The detailed
exploration of their personal struggles serves as a microcosm of the challenges and
choices faced by individuals in their pursuit of fulfillment and authenticity within the
confines of societal norms and personal relationships.



CHAPTER XI -The man Between

Europe, I shall come to America. If he comes to America, I shall go to Europe. I have
taken an oath he shall never set eyes on his son, and I will keep my word."

Ethel listened, awe-struck at the transformation in the once gentle, childlike Dora. The
spirit of just retribution seemed to have waked in her, armed with a purpose
implacable and torturing. Ethel understood the instinctive longing and demand of the
English father for his male heir, and the extreme to which Dora pushed her revenge
was both chilling and fascinating.

"You must keep me updated, Dora," Ethel said after a pause, feeling the complexity of
human emotions—sympathy for Dora's previous sufferings, yet wary of the path her
vengeance had taken. "Let's hope for peace and happiness in your future, away from
the torment of the past."

Dora smiled, a flicker of her old self shining through. "Yes, let's hope. But Ethel, you're
leaving, aren't you?"

"We are," Ethel confirmed. "Tyrrel and I are going back to America. He has interests to
attend to, and honestly, I believe we'll both be happier there."

"A fresh start," Dora mused, standing up and adjusting her coat. "Maybe that's what
we all need, in one way or another."

As Dora left, her steps confident and determined, Ethel couldn't help but feel a sense
of intense anticipation for the future. Whatever America held for them, she was ready
to embrace it, leaving behind the old world, with its deep-seated traditions and
shadows, for new horizons that promised freedom and an opportunity to shape their
destinies anew.



CHAPTER XII -The man Between

In "The Man Between," the narrative contrasts profound emotional experiences with
vibrant social scenes, capturing the characters' journey through grief, reunions, and
the re-establishment of their lives in New York. The story unfolds with the character
reflecting on her escape from an unhappy marriage by symbolically giving her
wedding ring to her deceased child, affirming her independence and closure from her
past. This act of liberation sets a poignant tone, juxtaposing personal loss with the
pursuit of freedom and self-renewal.

The narrative transitions to Tyrrel and Ethel’s arrival in New York, emphasizing the joy
and anticipation of new beginnings. Their reunion with Judge and Ruth at a fashionable
hotel highlights a sense of community and familial bonds strengthened over time.
Tyrrel and Ethel’s observations on Judge and Ruth's renewed youthfulness and love
underscore themes of rejuvenation and the transformative power of relationships.

Ethel's visit to her grandmother in Gramercy Park introduces another layer of
complexity, showcasing the dynamic between generations and the different
perspectives on change and tradition. The grandmother's wit and wisdom offer a
counterbalance to the younger characters' optimism, grounding the narrative with a
sense of continuity and resilience. Her candid remarks on the societal shift
represented by the change of ownership of the Court to Nicholas Rawdon reflect
concerns with social mobility and tradition, while also acknowledging the inevitability
and potential benefits of change.

The vivid description of the social New York dinner provides a rich tableau of the
characters' integration into the city's vibrant life. This scene captures the juxtaposition
of personal introspection and public celebration, as Ethel and Tyrrel navigate their
identities and aspirations against the backdrop of New York's dynamic culture. The



dinner, with its sensory overload and the warmth of friendships rekindled, stands as a
metaphor for their broader journey from isolation to engagement, from the quiet order
of their old life to the pulsating energy of their new setting.

Conclusively, the chapter weaves together themes of liberation, transformation, and
the search for belonging, with New York serving as the stage for the characters'
exploration of these themes. The narrative captures the essence of human experience
— the quest for happiness, the strength found in relationships, and the courage to
embrace change.



CHAPTER XIII -The man Between

Chapter XIII of "The Man Between" chronicles a profound turn in the lives of Dora and
those entwined with her destiny. After a moment of shared happiness, Ethel reveals to
Tyrrel she received letters updating them on Dora's affairs. Dora, now in Paris, devotes
herself to caring for her father, Mr. Denning, during his convalescence from a critical
operation. The tableau painted is one of redemption and familial duty, where Dora
exemplifies an idyllic daughter’s role contrary to her past tumults.

The chapter unfolds further complexities with the revelation of Dora's strained
relationship with her husband, Mostyn. Despite Dora's attempts at reconciliation
through a truthful declaration concerning their child, Mostyn's response drips with
contempt and a fervent desire for freedom—to the extent of remarrying. The mention
of Miss Sadler introduces a pivotal character, a governess with an indomitable
influence over both the social standings and the personal decisions of those around
her. Her backing of Mostyn, resulting in his new life in India, signifies a critical turning
point, freeing Dora from a haunting past and paving a path for her resurgence in New
York's social scene.

Yet, beneath these resolutions lies a deeper melody of unresolved tensions and
questions. Speculations on Basil Stanhope's fate meander through the narrative—his
supposed death, the possibility of his continued existence, and the complex web of
emotions and loyalties that bind these characters together. Tyrrel's recollection of a
mysterious preacher reminiscent of Basil injects a sliver of hope, or perhaps despair,
into the narrative, leaving open the question of reconciliation, redemption, and the
true nature of love and forgiveness.

Dora's evolution from a figure of scandal to a beacon of familial duty, against the
backdrop of Mostyn's revealed character and intentions, paints a rich canvas of human
frailty and the quest for redemption. The chapter, interlaced with themes of love,



betrayal, and the societal roles imposed upon individuals, closes on a note of reflective
ambiguity, hinting at the unresolved paths of its characters and the enduring
mysteries of the human heart.


