
The Warden

The Warden by Anthony Trollope is a social novel that explores the moral and ethical
conflicts of Reverend Septimus Harding, who is caught in a scandal over his
management of an almshouse, challenging his sense of duty and honor.

CHAPTER I Hiram's Hospital

In the quiet cathedral town of Barchester, Rev. Septimus Harding finds himself deeply
intertwined with the intricacies of ecclesiastical life. As the precentor of Barchester
Cathedral and warden of Hiram's Hospital, an almshouse for twelve superannuated
men, Mr. Harding is a central figure in the town's clerical and social circles. Hiram's
Hospital, founded by John Hiram in 1434 to support local wool-carders, has prospered
over the centuries, its estates now covered with houses contributing to a substantial
income.

Mr. Harding, widowed with two daughters, lives a content life, his financial and clerical
duties intertwined with the wellbeing of the almshouse’s residents. Despite the
ostensibly modest income associated with his roles, the value of the Hospital's lands
has increased significantly, giving Mr. Harding a comfortable if not luxurious lifestyle.
However, rumors have surfaced suggesting the wealth from John Hiram's bequest may
not be distributed fairly, a whisper that reaches Mr. Harding, known for his just and
generous nature.

To address these murmurs and out of a sense of fairness, Mr. Harding voluntarily
increases the almshouse residents' allowance from his own pocket, a decision not
without its critics. Among these is Archdeacon Theophilus Grantly, Mr. Harding's son-



in-law, who views such generosity with disapproval, concerned about its implications
for the Church and the Harding family's finances.

Hiram's Hospital itself is a picturesque testament to the town's history, its residents a
collection of aged men who've served the church in their youth. Mr. Harding's care for
these men, along with his dedication to his church music and choir, paint a picture of a
man deeply committed to his duties and community, despite the quiet murmurs of
financial impropriety and the watchful eye of his ambitious son-in-law.

Thus, as warden of Hiram's Hospital, Mr. Harding embodies the complexities of
managing clerical responsibilities, familial relationships, and moral obligations within
the microcosm of Barchester's ecclesiastical aristocracy, all while navigating the
broader societal expectations of his time.



CHAPTER III The Bishop of Barchester

Chapter III of "The Warden" unfolds as John Bold makes his way to the hospital, driven
by his reformist zeal to explore the financial operations underpinning the institution's
management, particularly scrutinizing Mr. Harding's income. The evening setting,
marked by Mr. Harding's cello performance for his elderly wards, frames a tranquil yet
poignant prelude to Bold's confrontation. The juxtaposition of the serene music session
against Bold’s impending inquiry symbolizes the clash of old-world harmony with
modern scrutiny.

Mr. Harding, depicted in the midst of this tranquil domesticity and revered by his
wards, stands as a beacon of traditional virtue and benevolence. His interaction with
Bunce, the respected bedesman, underscores the mutual respect and affection
characterizing the relationships within the hospital's community. This depiction further
elevates Mr. Harding’s stature, painting him not merely as the warden but as a
paternal figure whose leadership is grounded in empathy rather than authority.

Upon Bold’s arrival, the narrative tension escalates, with the reformer's internal
conflict becoming apparent. Bold struggles to reconcile his reformist convictions with
the personal regard he holds for Mr. Harding, illustrating the broader thematic conflict
between progress and tradition. His hesitant approach to addressing his concerns with
Mr. Harding reflects a reluctance to disrupt the harmony of the latter's world,
highlighting the moral and ethical complexities underlying social reform movements.

The conversation between Bold and Mr. Harding delicately navigates the terrain of
personal loyalty and societal obligations. Mr. Harding's dignified response to Bold's
accusations, emphasizing integrity and the pursuit of truth over personal gain,
encapsulates the moral high ground he occupies. This interaction not only deepens the
character contrast between the reformer and the traditionalist but also sets the stage



for the broader conflict concerning the interpretation and implementation of John
Hiram's will.

Subsequent scenes, involving Mr. Harding’s reflective discomfort and his dialogue with
the bishop, deepen the narrative’s exploration of conscience and duty. Mr. Harding’s
moral turmoil, sparked by Bold’s allegations and fueled by his own principled self-
scrutiny, propels the narrative into a contemplation of ethical leadership and the
burdens it entails. The bishop's advice, while well-intentioned, underscores the
generational divide and the evolving expectations of societal roles and responsibilities.

Furthermore, the revelation of Bold's potential familial ties to Mr. Harding through
marriage, and the subsequent shock it causes the bishop, serves to intertwine the
personal with the political, suggesting that the ensuing conflict will test not only the
characters’ convictions but also the resilience of their relationships.

In this chapter, Trollope masterfully weaves a contemplative narrative that examines
the intersections of tradition, reform, personal integrity, and the inevitability of
change, setting the stage for the unfolding drama with a delicate balance of pastoral
calm and looming societal upheaval.



CHAPTER IV Hiram's Bedesmen

Chapter IV of "The Warden" titled "Hiram's Bedesmen" unfolds the brewing discontent
among the bedesmen of Hiram's Hospital, driven by external instigations over the
purported misuse of the charity's funds. The narrative introduces Finney, an attorney,
who seeds the discord by informing the bedesmen of their so-called rights to a
significantly larger annual sum than they currently receive, leveraging their situation
to challenge the allocation of funds under the warden's control. The bedesmen,
particularly enthusiastic under Abel Handy's leadership, are coaxed into demanding
what they've been misled to believe is rightfully theirs, against the warden, Mr.
Harding.

This chapter artfully portrays the fragile balance of contentment and aspiration,
juxtaposed with the ease of disruption by greed and misrepresentation. John Bold's
crusade for justice, though noble in intent, is showed to be fraught with unintended
consequences, primarily affecting those he means to protect. As the bedesmen
become entangled in the promise of wealth far beyond their needs or current
understanding, they inadvertently jeopardize the very comfort and security provided
by Mr. Harding's benevolence.

In their midst stands the character of Bunce, embodying wisdom and gratitude. His
poignant rebuke of the unfolding petition against Mr. Harding underscores the futility
and potential harm of the bedesmen's legal pursuit. Bunce's reflections on their well-
being, the respect and care they receive from Mr. Harding, and the questioning of
what true justice entails, serve as a moral compass amidst the escalating conflict.

The chapter is rich with themes of justice versus gratitude, the impact of misguidance,
and the complexity of moral righteousness. It sets the stage for subsequent challenges
and confrontations, laying bare the vulnerabilities and motivations of characters
caught in the crossfire of social justice and personal gain. Through the microcosm of



Hiram's Hospital, Trollope examines larger societal dilemmas, casting a critical eye on
the mechanisms of legal disputes and the human cost of well-intentioned but ill-
conceived reforms.



CHAPTER V Dr Grantly Visits the Hospital

In Chapter V of "The Warden," titled "Dr Grantly Visits the Hospital," the narrative
contrasts the differing attitudes towards the conflict over the hospital's finances. The
warden, Mr. Harding, is plagued by doubt and wishes for a quiet resolution to the
dispute regarding his income and the rights of the hospital's residents. He prefers
avoiding confrontation and hopes for a peaceful solution that would not upset anyone
involved. Conversely, his son-in-law, Dr. Grantly, the archdeacon, approaches the
situation with vigorous certainty and combative readiness. Believing unequivocally in
the justice of his cause, Dr. Grantly views the defense of ecclesiastical revenues as not
merely a legal battle but a moral crusade to safeguard the church's traditions and its
officials' livelihoods against reformers whom he regards as enemies.

Dr. Grantly's strategy involves securing the representation of Sir Abraham Haphazard,
a distinguished Queen's Counsel, known for his conservative views and ecclesiastical
sympathies. As part of his proactive stance, Dr. Grantly decides to personally address
the hospital's residents, aiming to dissuade them from their petition for increased
income, spearheading a defense built on the grounds of traditional interpretation of
the hospital's endowment.

The confrontation in the hospital's quad, where Dr. Grantly delivers a speech to the
gathered residents, illustrates the disconnect and condescension in his approach. He
dismisses their grievances and demands, portraying their actions as misguided and
manipulated by external instigators. The residents, led by a man named Bunce and
inclusive of others like Moody and Handy, respond with a mix of respect for Mr.
Harding's kindness and discontent with their representation by the clerical
establishment.

Ultimately, the chapter explores themes of power, duty, and resistance. Dr. Grantly
represents the institutional church's attempt to assert control and resist change, while



Mr. Harding embodies a more pastoral and compassionate approach, caught in the
middle of an escalating conflict. Despite Dr. Grantly's confidence, his aggressive
tactics seem to deepen divisions rather than heal them, setting the stage for further
disputes and highlighting the complexities of navigating reform and tradition within
the church and its affiliated institutions.



CHAPTER VI The Warden's Tea Party

In Chapter VI of "The Warden," titled "The Warden's Tea Party," Mr. Harding attempts
to navigate the troubling waters stirred by John Bold's challenge to the financial
arrangements of Hiram's Hospital. Despite the personal turmoil, Mr. Harding resolves
to maintain peace and extends an invitation to Bold for an evening of music and
socializing, refusing to let the dispute affect his personal relationships. This event is
also significant as it demonstrates the strong, amicable ties within the community,
contrasting starkly with the brewing legal confrontation.

John Bold, caught between his reformist zeal and his affection for Eleanor Harding, Mr.
Harding's daughter, finds himself unable to attend the gathering, illustrating the
growing conflict between his public actions and private feelings. Mary Bold, John's
sister, represents a voice of reason and familial concern, questioning the wisdom of
her brother's crusade against what she sees as an unjust enrichment at the expense of
the hospital's intended beneficiaries. Her dialogues with John reveal the internal
conflict John faces, torn between his sense of moral duty and the personal
consequences of his actions.

The party itself is a microcosm of the larger societal norms and expectations, filled
with superficial conversations, musical performances, and card games, all serving as a
backdrop to the characters’ deeper concerns and the looming conflict. The interactions
between the characters reflect the complexities of social status, duty, and personal
relationships within the close-knit community.

This chapter also deepens the portrayal of Eleanor Harding, revealing her anxieties
concerning her father's position and her undeclared, yet profound, feelings for John
Bold. The nuanced dialogues between her and Mr. Harding highlight the bond between
father and daughter, their mutual care and concern, and the difficult choices that lie



ahead. Eleanor's struggle illustrates the personal toll of the public dispute, adding a
layer of emotional depth to the narrative.

In summary, Chapter VI serves both to advance the plot concerning Bold's challenge to
the hospital's finances and to explore the intricate web of personal relationships,
societal expectations, and moral dilemmas facing the characters. Through the event of
the warden's tea party, Trollope offers a glimpse into the societal norms of the time,
while also setting the stage for the emotional and ethical conflicts that will continue to
unfold.



CHAPTER VII 'The Jupiter'

Eleanor Harding's departure from John Bold was marked by a conflict of pride and
affection. Despite distancing herself from Bold, whose actions challenged her father's
position as Warden of the Barchester Hospital, Eleanor's heart was not at ease. Her
father had assured her of Bold's intentions being neither unjust nor ungenerous, yet
she struggled with her resolve, torn between her affection for Bold and the duty to
stand by her father. This inner turmoil contrasted sharply with her outward display of
firmness. Bold, consumed by his task and the complications arising from his pursuit of
reform, was equally tormented by the prospect of losing Eleanor and the moral
implications of his crusade.

The controversy stirred by Bold's challenge had engulfed Barchester, with key figures
like the bishop, the archdeacon, and others actively preparing to defend the status
quo. The case had attracted significant attention, culminating in a damning critique by
'The Jupiter', a prominent newspaper, which accused the Warden of Barchester of
financial impropriety and moral indifference. The article sparked widespread
indignation, framing Mr. Harding as a figure of ecclesiastical greed, benefiting unduly
from a charity meant for the poor. This portrayal deeply troubled Mr. Harding, who
found himself at a loss on how to defend his integrity against such a widely read and
influential publication.

The archdeacon discouraged any direct response to 'The Jupiter', fearing further
ridicule and misunderstanding. The situation highlighted the power of the press in
shaping public opinion, especially on matters of ecclesiastical conduct, and
underscored the vulnerability of individuals caught in its focus. Despite the personal
distress it caused Mr. Harding, the article was a victory for Bold and his attorney,
Finney, who saw it as a validation of their cause and a potential catalyst for broader
reform.



The old bedesmen of the hospital, spurred on by the article and their adviser Abel
Handy, began to envision a future of increased prosperity, driven by a newfound
advocate in 'The Jupiter'. As their expectations grew, so did their discontent with the
current state, marking the beginning of what appeared to be an imminent and
turbulent change. This development deeply concerned the more reflective among
them, like Bunce, who foresaw troubling times ahead, recognizing the potentially
destructive force of the conflict that was unfolding.



CHAPTER VIII Plumstead Episcopi

He had no personal enmity to Mr Bold, was very willing to allow him to have been
instigated by high motives, and would not himself have been ashamed, after the battle
was over, to have shaken hands with his adversary. But he was fully determined that
no effort on his part should be wanting to discomfit those who attacked the church,
and he did not much care how uncharitable might be the motives imputed to him,
seeing that he was resolved to act charitably by his own lights.

His first feeling was to communicate the opinion to Mr Harding, but on second
thoughts he resolved to be silent. He would give Mr Harding the comfort of knowing
that the affair was doing well, but it would be too cruel unnecessarily to disturb his
peace by exciting hopes which might ultimately be falsified. No; he himself would see
the attorney-general, who was coming down to Barsetshire on some electioneering
business, and also Mr Harding, and his father. As far as the ecclesiastical court was
concerned, he had no doubt of success. If the opinion of their lawyer might be taken
for anything, they were sure to come triumphant out of that ordeal; and no doubt Mr
Harding's conscience would be satisfied, if he could be acquitted by his own
chancellor. There was, however, much doubt as to what the attorney-general might
say about the probability of success in the court of queen's bench. The archdeacon,
however, was a practical man, and knew well that success in the ecclesiastical court
would give them such a standing before a jury, that an honest verdict could scarcely
be expected with a favorable judgment in the court below to back the claims of the
hospital. So he posted off to Oxford, to catch the
dignitary in the midst of his electioneering turmoil; and a few days after the scene last
described, may be said to have commenced the action of "The Warden" by declaring
war in form against John Bold.



This chapter from "The Warden" sets the stage for the central conflict of the novel,
focusing on the legal and moral intricacies surrounding the income of Mr. Harding, the
warden of the hospital, which is being challenged on the grounds of it being excessive
and unfairly allocated. The Archdeacon, Grantly, emerges as a key figure in the
defense of the established Church's interests and Mr. Harding's position, interacting
with various characters including his wife, Mr. Chadwick, and legal advisors, displaying
a blend of personal, institutional, and moral considerations. The details of family life at
Plumstead Episcopi, Grantly's tactics, and interactions underline the complexities of
Victorian social, legal, and ecclesiastical life, setting the stage for the unfolding drama.



CHAPTER IX The Conference

In Chapter IX of "The Warden," titled "The Conference," the plot delves into a crucial
meeting involving the archdeacon, his father, the bishop, and Mr. Harding, the warden,
at the bishop's palace. The chapter poignantly captures the contrasting desires and
pressures each character faces due to the lawsuit threatening Mr. Harding's position as
the warden.

The archdeacon, eager for a decisive victory against the lawsuit's proponents, seeks to
reassure both his father and Mr. Harding of their eventual success. Dr. Grantly, the
archdeacon, embodies the determination to preserve the status quo of the Church,
advocating for a strategy of silence and inaction in the face of legal challenges. He
interprets the opinion of Sir Abraham Haphazard, a highly esteemed attorney-general,
as wholly supportive, suggesting that the legal accusations have no merit.

Mr. Harding, on the other hand, is trapped in a moral dilemma. Deeply troubled by the
public accusations and desiring to uphold his integrity, he finds little solace in the legal
reassurances provided by the archdeacon. Harding’s internal struggle is magnified by
his desire for peace and justification before the public, juxtaposed against the
archdeacon’s pragmatic approach to the dispute.

The bishop, caught between his son's aggressive tactics and his son-in-law's moral
turmoil, reflects the personal and familial tensions the lawsuit invokes. Despite his high
position, the bishop appears powerless, seeking only peace and the avoidance of
conflict, a sentiment that complicates the narrative of resistance endorsed by the
archdeacon.

Throughout the conference, the archdeacon's arguments center on the institutional
preservation of the Church's interests, framing Mr. Harding's resignation as a potential
act of cowardice and a threat to the broader ecclesiastical establishment. Despite the



barrage of reasons presented by the archdeacon for Mr. Harding to maintain his
position, Harding remains unconvinced and tormented, unable to find a clear path
forward that aligns with his principles.

This chapter showcases Trollope's keen exploration of the intricate intersection
between personal integrity, familial loyalty, and institutional preservation within the
context of a Victorian ecclesiastical dispute. The characters' emotional and moral
landscapes are vividly depicted against the backdrop of legal and societal pressures,
setting the stage for the unfolding drama and Mr. Harding’s eventual resolution.



CHAPTER X Tribulation

In Chapter X of "The Warden," titled "Tribulation," the narrative delves deep into Mr.
Harding's profound melancholy following his realization that he may be unjustly
benefiting from his position as the Warden of the Hospital of St. Cross, amidst rising
public scrutiny and legal challenges. His moral and ethical dilemma is exacerbated by
a scathing critique from the press, which compares his situation to historical instances
of clerical greed. Despite his inherently shy and retiring nature, Mr. Harding's plight
becomes the subject of public discourse, intensifying his distress.

Returning home disheartened, Mr. Harding finds little solace in his usual comforts,
such as his passion for sacred music or the company of his beloved daughter, Eleanor.
He feels disconnected from his routine activities, overwhelmed by a sense of inaction,
and unable to confide in Eleanor, who is deeply concerned about her father's well-
being. An awkward encounter with Bunce, a bedesman, only serves to remind Mr.
Harding of his troubles and the community's growing interest in his situation.

Eleanor, perceptive and loving, eventually coaxes her father into sharing his burdens
with her. Mr. Harding reveals his torment not just about the financial accusations but
also about the moral implications of his role as Warden, his sense of duty, and the
pressure from the Archdeacon to maintain his position for the sake of tradition and
stability within the Church. He articulates a fantasy of resigning and escaping the
public scandal with Eleanor to lead a simpler, happier life away from Barchester.
However, the reality of his situation, bound by duty, expectations, and the fear of
being perceived as a coward for resigning, leaves him feeling trapped and miserable.

The chapter poignantly portrays Mr. Harding's internal conflict and sense of isolation,
compounded by societal pressures and the high standards he sets for himself. Despite
the opportunity for intimacy and mutual understanding with Eleanor, Mr. Harding
remains conflicted, highlighting the personal toll of public scrutiny and the complex



interplay of personal integrity, professional obligations, and societal expectations in
Victorian England.



CHAPTER XI Iphigenia

Chapter XI of "The Warden" by Anthony Trollope, titled "Iphigenia," illustrates a pivotal
moment in the narrative. Eleanor, deeply concerned for her father's well-being amid
the hospital lawsuit led by John Bold, resolves to intervene directly. Invoking the
sacrificial spirit of Iphigenia, she decides to approach Bold personally, aiming to
persuade him to abandon his legal challenge, despite recognizing the potential
implications of such a confrontation for their personal relationship.

Eleanor is depicted as being driven by a profound sense of duty and love towards her
father, the warden, willing to sacrifice her own feelings and potentially her future
happiness to alleviate his distress. Her determination is such that she braces herself to
face Bold, ready to plead with him, dismissing any personal romantic implications,
focusing solely on her father's predicament.

Upon meeting with Bold, Eleanor is initially steadfast, rejecting any expression of
personal affection from him and concentrating on imploring him to cease his actions
against her father. However, as Bold confesses his deep love for her and vows to do
anything to alleviate her distress—including abandoning the lawsuit—Eleanor finds
herself overwhelmed. The interaction subtly shifts from her initial intent of solely
advocating for her father to a complex mesh of personal feelings and the larger issue
at hand.

Bold's assurance to withdraw from the lawsuit provides Eleanor a sense of triumph, yet
the narrative conveys a nuanced portrayal of personal sacrifice, love, and moral
dilemmas. As Eleanor prepares to leave, Bold's declaration of love and Eleanor's
conflicted responses—oscillating between duty and personal affection—underscore the
chapter's exploration of individual sacrifices for the greater good. The emotional
intensity of the chapter is heightened by the portrayal of Eleanor's internal conflict, her



steadfast love for her father, and the ultimate concession to explore her feelings for
Bold, all intertwined with the overarching theme of the lawsuit's impact on personal
lives.

This chapter adeptly combines elements of personal sacrifice, duty, the complexities of
love, and the moral quandaries faced by individuals caught in the crossfires of public
scrutiny and legal challenges. Eleanor's actions reflect a deep commitment to her
family, juxtaposed with the recognition of her own desires and affections, making
"Iphigenia" a compelling exploration of the characters' emotional depth and the
novel's thematic intricacies.



CHAPTER XII Mr Bold's Visit to Plumstead

Eleanor Harding's attempt to smooth things over regarding John Bold's lawsuit against
her father's position at the hospital meets internal conflict, despite feeling victorious.
She doubts her interactions with Mary Bold, feeling misled. Meanwhile, John Bold,
wrestling with guilt and the consequences of his actions, decides to visit Plumstead to
convey his decision to withdraw the lawsuit. His arrival is met with suspicion and
hostility, particularly from the archdeacon's children, reflecting the depth of the
family's animosity towards him.

Bold's meeting with Archdeacon Grantly is tense and confrontational. Grantly, exuding
triumph and scorn, readily interprets Bold's retreat as cowardice and fear of financial
ruin rather than an ethical or moral reconsideration. Despite Bold's attempts to explain
his change of heart, Grantly is dismissive, citing the opinion of Sir Abraham Haphazard
that the lawsuit was baseless and doomed to failure. Grantly suggests that Bold's
withdrawal is motivated by this realization rather than any noble intent. The
archdeacon refuses to entertain the idea of halting his legal defense, hinting at the
possibility of pursuing costs against Bold.

The encounter escalates as Grantly insults Bold's intelligence and integrity, ultimately
dismissing him without allowing any further discussion. As Bold leaves, utterly
humiliated and angry, he is mockingly bid goodbye by the youngest Grantly son,
emphasizing the depth of his professional and personal fall from grace. This visit not
only solidifies Bold's decision to abandon his legal challenge but also leaves him
questioning the personal cost of his actions, especially regarding his relationship with
Eleanor Harding.

John Bold's journey from a man of principle challenging perceived injustice, through
the emotional turmoil of his love for Eleanor, to his final humiliation at the hands of
Archdeacon Grantly, encapsulates a significant character arc. The complexities of his



situation reflect the broader themes of integrity, love, friendship, and the
overwhelming power of institutional authority.



CHAPTER XIII The Warden's Decision

In Chapter XIII of "The Warden," titled "The Warden's Decision," a pivotal moment
unfolds for Mr. Harding and his daughter Eleanor after Eleanor returns from John Bold's
house, bringing news that Bold intends to drop the lawsuit regarding the warden's
income. Expecting this news to bring relief and happiness to her father, Eleanor is
instead met with a sobering resolve from Mr. Harding, who has decided to travel to
London to address the issue head-on, undeterred by Bold's change of heart. This
chapter underscores Mr. Harding's moral integrity and his increasing discomfort with
the benefits he receives from his position at the almshouse, which is further
exacerbated by a damning article in The Jupiter that criticizes him and others for
exploiting church funds.

The article, which Eleanor reads out loud, chastises clerical delinquents for their
misuse of funds intended for charity, singling out Mr. Harding as an example. It
accuses him of receiving an income much greater than what the founder of the
almshouse intended for the warden. Despite the lawsuit's dismissal, the public scrutiny
and the sense of moral wrong prove too much for Mr. Harding. Confronting the reality
that he cannot justify his position, he decides it’s time to resign, announcing his plans
to make the break before the archdeacon, his son-in-law, can intervene.

This decision is a significant blow to Eleanor, who had hoped her actions with Bold
would rectify the situation and allow them to continue their lives unaffected. However,
instead, she finds herself supporting her father's choice to prioritize his conscience
over comfort and reputation. Mr. Harding's reflections reveal his internal struggle and
dedication to doing what he believes is right, despite the personal cost. Together,
father and daughter begin to envisage a modest future away from the almshouse, with
Mr. Harding considering a return to his small living at Crabtree Parva.



This chapter poignantly captures the themes of integrity, morality, and the courage to
stand by one's principles in the face of adversity. It sets in motion a series of events
that will fundamentally alter the lives of Mr. Harding, Eleanor, and those connected to
them, marking a turning point in the narrative where personal values clash with public
and familial expectations.



CHAPTER XIV Mount Olympus

In Chapter XIV of "The Warden," titled "Mount Olympus," John Bold, disheartened and
burdened by his recent encounters and obligations, returns to London. Despite feeling
betrayed by his close involvement with the press, particularly The Jupiter, and its
influence on the Barchester affair, he resolves to withdraw his legal action, a decision
arising from a meeting with the archdeacon which left him conflicted yet determined
to honor his promise to Eleanor. Bold visits his London attorneys to instruct them to
cease the lawsuit, confronting both his moral quandaries and the financial losses his
decision entails. His next move, aimed at preventing further journalistic attacks on Mr.
Harding, involves seeking out Tom Towers, a pivotal figure at The Jupiter, and
someone Bold knows personally.

The chapter then delves into an elaborate description of The Jupiter’s omnipotent
influence, likening its power to shape public opinion and national policy to that of the
gods on Mount Olympus. "The Jupiter" is portrayed as infallible, its reach and judgment
extending far beyond the realm of mere mortals, shaping the very fabric of society
through its editorial might. The narrative emphasizes the profound impact of the press,
personified in the character of Tom Towers, who wields his pen with divine authority,
deeply affecting those in the highest echelons of power and the ordinary citizen alike.

Bold's visit to Tom Towers is fraught with a mix of reverence and desperation. Towers'
lifestyle, surrounded by luxury, intellect, and influence contrasts sharply with his
erstwhile struggles for recognition and employment. This visit underscores Bold’s
intent to sway the narrative The Jupiter has crafted around Mr. Harding, to protect
those he cares about from further harm.

The chapter closes with a reflection on the enigmatic power and autonomy of Tom
Towers and The Jupiter. Towers enjoys a god-like status, unaccountable and
unquestioned, his words able to elevate or condemn with irretrievable consequence.



The comparison of Towers and the press to deities on Mount Olympus encapsulates
the theme of the unparalleled influence of the media over public life and its ability to
shape destinies without accountability or oversight.



CHAPTER XV Tom Towers, Dr Anticant, and Mr

Sentiment

Tom Towers, a media influencer, meets with John Bold, an activist, to discuss Bold's
concerns regarding a lawsuit he had initiated against Barchester Hospital's warden, Mr.
Harding. Bold, influenced by Harding's dignified conduct and personal doubts about
the lawsuit's morality, decides to abandon his legal campaign. The chapter explores
journalistic influence and ethics through the interactions between Bold and Towers,
highlighting the power of the press and its individuals, like Tom Towers, in shaping
public opinion and the outcomes of social justice initiatives.

Bold seeks Tower's assistance to mitigate the negative press surrounding Mr. Harding,
hoping to rectify what he perceives as an injustice. However, Towers remains
committed to his journalistic neutrality and integrity, emphasizing the importance of
independent media in holding power to account, despite Bold's personal appeals. The
discussion delves into the philosophical underpinnings of journalism and activism, with
Towers presenting a strong defense for the press's role in society.

Meanwhile, the chapter also introduces critical commentary on social philanthropy and
charitable efforts through the depiction of Dr. Pessimist Anticant and Mr. Popular
Sentiment, two characters who symbolize the era's intellectual critiques of societal
norms and the effectiveness of charitable institutions.

As Bold confronts the unintended consequences of his actions, he is faced with a moral
dilemma about the pursuit of justice and his personal relationships, especially
concerning Mr. Harding and his daughter Eleanor, for whom he harbors affection. The
narrative reveals the complexities of reform movements and the challenges of
advocating for change within rigid social structures.



Overall, the chapter weaves together themes of media influence, moral integrity,
social reform, and personal conflict within the context of a lawsuit against a charitable
hospital, offering insights into the societal dynamics and ethical considerations of
19th-century England.



CHAPTER XVI A Long Day in London

The waiter asked him what it would be: was it Mocha coffee he'd like, or would he
prefer the Parisian, or was the real Turkish to his taste? The warden, bewildered in his
choice among such delicacies, modestly requested a cup of coffee, leaving the
selection to the waiter, who then retired with a low bow.

Here, then, Mr. Harding settled himself with a periodical in hand on one of the inviting
sofas. He could not but admire the quiet luxury of his surroundings, the subdued
lighting, the plush comfort of his seat, and the soothing ambiance that surrounded
him. He soon became engrossed in an article that caught his fancy, enjoying the rich
aroma of his coffee as he sipped it leisurely. Time seemed to stand still in this serene
environment, and Mr. Harding felt a sense of peace he had not known throughout his
tumultuous day.

However, as the hours wore on, even the allure of the divan began to diminish. His
thoughts inevitably returned to the daunting realities awaiting him, the pressing
weight of his upcoming decision hanging heavily over him. The sanctuary of the divan
could offer only a temporary respite from the harshness of his situation. Nevertheless,
Mr. Harding cherished these moments of solitary reflection, recognizing the need for
calm before confronting the storm brewing on the horizon of his life.

As the clock steadily moved towards 10 P.M., a gentle reminder of the passing time
nudged Mr. Harding from his musings. He realized with a start that his rendezvous with
Sir Abraham Haphazard was nearly upon him. With a deep, steadying breath, he
prepared to leave the comfort of the divan, steeling himself for what was to come. The
forthcoming meeting with the attorney-general loomed large in his thoughts, a pivotal
moment that would determine much of his future. Yet, fortified by the moments of
peace he had grasped in the divan, Mr. Harding felt ready to face whatever outcome
awaited him.



CHAPTER XVII Sir Abraham Haphazard

In Chapter XVII of "The Warden," titled "Sir Abraham Haphazard," Trollope introduces
us to Sir Abraham, the attorney-general, showcasing the legal and ethical complexities
facing Mr. Harding. The chapter opens with Harding's meeting with Sir Abraham in his
chambers, a room more akin to a scholar's study than a lawyer's office. Sir Abraham,
described as a sharp, industrious, yet emotionally distant figure, commands respect in
his professional realm though he is portrayed as lacking in personal warmth and
companionship.

The heart of their discussion revolves around the lawsuit concerning the administration
of Barchester Hospital's funds. Sir Abraham informs Mr. Harding that the lawsuit has
been unexpectedly withdrawn, much to Harding's confusion and dissatisfaction.
Harding, troubled by the moral implications of his position as Warden, seeks Sir
Abraham's counsel not on how to continue defending the lawsuit, but on the
righteousness of his income derived from the hospital's endowment.

Trollope paints a vivid contrast between Sir Abraham's legal pragmatism and Harding's
ethical concerns. Sir Abraham, embodying the detached, success-oriented mindset of
high society and legal professionalism, fails to grasp the depth of Harding's moral
dilemma. Sir Abraham advises against any rash decisions, particularly highlighting the
financial imprudence of resigning without a secured income. However, Harding,
increasingly troubled by his conscience and the public scrutiny amplified by the
newspaper articles in "The Jupiter," feels compelled to act according to his moral
convictions, even considering resignation.

The discussions delve into the nuances of legal entitlement versus moral rightness,
with Harding questioning the justice of his earnings in light of the founder's intentions
for the hospital. Despite Sir Abraham's assurances of legal security and attempts to



dissuade him, Harding remains unsettled, showcasing his growing resolve to align his
actions with his ethical beliefs, regardless of personal and financial consequences.

The chapter not only advances the plot but also deepens the exploration of ethical
versus legal righteousness, the integrity of personal conscience, and the societal
pressures that challenge them. Through the interaction between Harding and Sir
Abraham, Trollope critiques the often impersonal and self-serving nature of legal and
political ambitions, juxtaposing it with Harding’s introspective and morally driven
character.



CHAPTER XVIII The Warden is Very Obstinate

In Chapter XVIII of "The Warden," titled "The Warden is Very Obstinate," we see a
tense family confrontation unfold late at night as Mr. Harding, the warden, returns
from a meeting with the attorney-general. He faces his daughter and son-in-law, the
Grantlys, who are deeply concerned about his sudden departure to London and the
potential consequences of his actions concerning his position as the warden.

Despite the late hour, Mr. Harding finds no warmth in the meeting; instead, he
encounters a barrage of confusion, concern, and outright opposition to his actions. The
Archdeacon, Dr. Grantly, is particularly astonished and disapproving of Mr. Harding's
unprecedented visit to the attorney-general and his intention to resign the wardenship.
He expresses disbelief and frustration, emphasizing the folly and potential ruin of
resigning from a comfortable and respected position over what he sees as prideful
obstinacy.

Mrs. Grantly, on the other hand, exhibits a mix of concern and support, attempting to
mediate between her husband's stern opposition and her father's resolute stance. She
fears for the financial and social fallouts of her father's decision, particularly the
impact on his and Eleanor's future.

Mr. Harding, amidst the family turmoil, remains steadfast in his decision, driven by a
moral compass that refuses to align with the lucrative but controversial benefits of his
office. He believes in doing what he perceives as right, regardless of the financial
sacrifices or social consequences. His resolve is met with dismay and disbelief, leading
to a deadlock wherein neither counselling nor admonition sways him.

The chapter encapsulates a profound moral dilemma and a clash between personal
integrity and social expectation, highlighting the complexity of navigating ethical
decisions within the framework of familial obligations and societal pressures.



CHAPTER XIX The Warden Resigns

The somber breakfast following the contentious issues faced by Mr. Harding highlights
the strained atmosphere amongst the characters. Mr. Harding, the warden, decides to
resign, fueled by a deep moral dilemma over the legality and morality of his income
from the hospital wardenship. Despite the material comfort and status it provided, his
conscience cannot reconcile the contentious entitlement, leading to his decision to
step down. A character deeply reflective and conscientious, Mr. Harding's actions
contrast with the materialistic values surrounding him, signifying a profound personal
integrity against societal expectations.

His conversations are marked by an internal struggle and a resolve to act according to
his moral compass, despite the implications for his livelihood and status. The breakfast
scene is emblematic of the broader conflict within the narrative — a battle between
ethical convictions and worldly gains. The decision to resign is not merely a
professional step for Mr. Harding but a pivotal point that tests his character and
principles. This act of resigning, therefore, not only disrupts his life but also challenges
the supporting characters to reassess their values and the constructs of their world.

Mr. Harding's interaction with his family and the subsequent resignation letter to the
Bishop encapsulate a moral victory over personal and external conflicts. His resolve
underscores the thematic exploration of integrity, duty, and personal sacrifice. Writing
his resignation, he experiences a mix of triumph and melancholy, emphasizing the
complex interplay of duty and personal happiness. This moment of resignation thus
becomes a defining act of self-awareness and moral clarity.

As Mr. Harding prepares to leave his position, the narrative delves into his reflections
on the change this decision will bring to his life. The anticipation of a simpler life at
Crabtree Parva and the adjustment to new financial realities introduce a forward-
looking perspective focused on adaptation and contentment. The chapter closes on a



note of change, not just for Mr. Harding but for his family, symbolizing a transition
towards new beginnings grounded in integrity and simplicity. Mr. Harding's journey
showcases a profound narrative arc from a place of conflict to one of resolution and
peace, framed by his unwavering moral compass.



CHAPTER XX Farewell

'And your reverence,' said he, and Mr Harding prepared himself to hear at least some
word of affectionate regret; 'and your reverence, shall we get the hundred a year
though?' Upon which Mr Harding turned away, and, without speaking another word,
left the
man griping the empty glass in his bed.

Bunce followed him out, and then Mr Harding gave vent to the feelings which harassed
him, raved against the evils of the world, which
could turn the hearts of such men to gall. 'Calm yourself, Mr Harding,' said Bunce.
'It is hard, Bunce,' said he, 'is it not hard? They have been to me as if they were my
own soul, and now in my old age they turn against me and wound me. I cannot bear it,
Bunce; I cannot bear it;' and he sobbed aloud.

Bunce tried to comfort him; told him it would all be better when he had completed his
retreat from Barchester; told him he had well earned his wages, and need not fear but
that he would receive them in his new abode. 'Oh, Bunce,' said he. 'What would
comfort me would be to see them once again poor and happy, as they were when I
first knew the hospital.' And then they parted also, and Mr Harding was left alone.

The final chapter of "The Warden" captures a profoundly emotional farewell between
Mr. Harding and the denizens of the Barchester hospital, against the backdrop of legal
disputes and moral dilemmas surrounding the administration of the hospital's financial
endowments. The narrative unfolds with Mr. Harding's somber resignation, prompted
not by a personal desire for gain but by a principled stance against the contentious
atmosphere that has enveloped the institution he dearly loves. The bishop, initially
attempting to propose alternative means of financial support to Mr. Harding,
represents a heartfelt but ultimately misguided attempt to mitigate the fallout,



showcasing the clashing ideals of supporting a friend in distress while respecting their
quest for moral integrity.

On the eve of his departure, Mr. Harding's interaction with the hospital's
residents—once a harmonious community now strained by legal strife—illuminates the
tragic unraveling of communal bonds in the face of greed and misunderstanding. His
offers of peace and goodwill, met with mixed responses, underscore the complexity of
human emotion when faced with loss and regret. The intimate and poignant departure
from old Bell, a stark reminder of the chasm between Mr. Harding's altruistic intentions
and the residents' entrenched grievances, encapsulates the heartrending impact of
societal forces on personal relationships.

Eleanor's decision to stand by her father's side, eschewing comfort for solidarity,
contrasts sharply with the collective anxiety pervading Barchester, illustrating the
resilience of familial bonds amidst public turmoil. The chapter eloquently closes the
narrative arc of "The Warden" by juxtaposing the quiet dignity of Mr. Harding's exit
with the clamorous dissent that precipitated it, leaving an indelible mark on the
conscience of the reader and setting the stage for the enduring debates on ethics,
duty, and the human condition.



CHAPTER XXI Conclusion

Our tale has now been told. The ivy still clings to the walls of the hospital, and the
archdeacon still talks of the good old cause of the church, but his voice is less assured
than of yore. Bold has tacitly abandoned his crusade against ecclesiastical abuses, and
Eleanor, now Mrs. Bold, finds her happiness in her husband and child, leaving the
questions of wardenship and church reform to abler hands.

Time has mellowed grievances and healed the wounds of strife. The scars may remain,
but the pain is forgotten. The great lawsuit has passed into history, and Barchester has
found new tales to tell, new sorrows to confront. Yet, for those who played their parts
in our story, the echoes of those past controversies still linger as a reminder of times
when belief and passion could shake the very foundations of their little world. Mr
Harding, ever gentle and beloved, remains a pillar of strength and kindness to all who
know him. His life has found its solace in music, in faith, and in the love of his daughter
and friends. Though no longer the warden, he remains, in the hearts of those who
know him best, the true spirit of Barchester Hospital -- a spirit of kindness, of
moderation, and of
peace.

As the final note of his cello dies away in the evening quiet, Mr Harding can look back
on a life that, though touched with controversy and change, has been lived with
integrity and grace. In the quiet corners of Barchester, his legacy, like the music he so
loves, will surely linger, soft but enduring. The story of Barchester and its inhabitants,
with all their foibles, passions, and goodness, is a tale of human endeavour, of the
search for justice, and ultimately, of the quest for peace and understanding in the
intertwining lives of a community bound by history, by duty, and by the enduring
bonds of affection.


