All the Colors of the Dark

All the Colors of the Dark is a novel by Chris Whitaker, published on June 25,
2024. Setin 1975 in the small town of Monta Clare, Missouri, the story follows Patch,
a 13-year-old boy with one eye, and his best friend Saint. Their lives take a dramatic
turn when Patch heroically saves Misty, the daughter of a wealthy family, from an
attempted abduction but is himself captured in the process. This event sets off a series

of tragic and transformative occurrences that deeply affect the entire community.

The novel spans several decades, exploring themes of friendship, trauma,
obsession, and the search for identity. Whitaker intricately portrays the impact of
a single event on multiple lives, delving into the complexities of human emotions and
relationships. The narrative blends elements of mystery, thriller, and coming-of-

age, offering readers a multifaceted and immersive experience.

Critics have praised the book for its evocative prose and deep character development.
However, some readers have noted that the novel's length and detailed narrative may
require patience, as it delves deeply into the characters' psyches and the town's
atmosphere. Despite this, All the Colors of the Dark has been recognized as a
compelling and thought-provoking read, earning a nomination for the Goodreads

Choice Award for Readers' Favorite Mystery & Thriller in 2024.

Dedication

Dedication in All the Colors of the Dark holds a significant place at the beginning of the
book, setting the tone for what’s to come. The dedication reads, "For my Ten," which

immediately draws the reader’s attention. This phrase, simple yet profound, implies



that the author is paying tribute to a group of people, perhaps close friends or loved
ones, or it could refer to a single individual who has greatly impacted their life. The use
of "Ten" adds an element of mystery, making readers curious about its meaning and
the person or group it represents. The phrase feels like a doorway to something
personal and intimate, as though the author is inviting readers into a part of their life
or emotional world. This dedication is not just an introduction to the book but a call for
emotional engagement, one that suggests a deeper connection between the story and

the experiences that have shaped it.

The dedication serves as a window into theemational landscape that will unfold in the
chapters ahead, hinting at themes of relationships, connection, and the bonds that
define us. The number "Ten" could symbolize a group of people who hold significant
meaning for the author, or it could refer to an individual whose impact is so profound
that they are seen as central to the narrative. The dedication’s simplicity is part of its
power, as it invites the reader to ask questions and think about its significance as they
move forward in the story. The author's personal connection to "Ten" will likely be
explored in various ways throughout the book, offering a lens through which readers
can examine the themes of loyalty, affection, and remembrance. The briefness of the
dedication leaves a lot to the imagination, encouraging readers to speculate on how
these relationships will manifest in the narrative, creating an emotional pull that

makes the reader more invested in the unfolding story.

Moreover, this dedication is more than just a formality; it is a subtle introduction to the
core themes that will dominate the book. By dedicating the book to "Ten," the author
sets the stage for an exploration of the complexities of human connection, highlighting
the importance of relationships in shaping the lives of the characters. These
connections are often at the heart of every story, and the dedication acts as a promise
that the book will delve deeply into what it means to be connected to others. The
dedication’s simplicity leaves much room for interpretation, but it hints at emotional
journeys that will be significant and central to the narrative. It's a powerful opening

that adds depth to the reader’s experience and encourages them to reflect on their



own relationships as they navigate the story. As the book progresses, the sense of
curiosity about "Ten" continues to linger, urging readers to pay close attention to the
characters and their interactions, as well as the emotional significance they carry

throughout the book.

The structure of the dedication, though simple, effectively sets the tone for the rest of
the story. The quiet yet impactful tribute creates a sense of intimacy that carries over
into the narrative, suggesting that the themes of love, loyalty, and connection will be
explored with great care. This early glimpse into the author’s personal connection with
"Ten" primes the reader for-a journey through emotional depths, one that will uncover
the complexities of relationships. The dedication is an invitation to the reader to
understand the motivations and the connections that drive the characters and their
decisions. The emotional undercurrent established here will reverberate throughout
the story, ensuring that every interaction between characters and every plot twist is
underscored by the importance of relationships. The dedication’s simplicity is a
deliberate choice, allowing readers to interpret its meaning in a personal way, while
also preparing them for the emotional rollercoaster that the narrative will undoubtedly

take them on.

Ultimately, the dedication in All the Colors of the Dark is an essential and effective
element of the storytelling. It’s not just an acknowledgment but a profound statement
that shapes the reader’s expectations and frames the emotional landscape of the
book. By dedicating the work to "Ten," the author hints at the powerful role that
relationships will play in the story. As the chapters unfold, this dedication will likely
serve as a key reference point, bringing the reader back to the core themes of
connection and loyalty. The simplicity of the dedication contrasts with the depth of its
meaning, making it a perfect introduction to the emotional journey that awaits, and
encouraging readers to explore their own connections to the people who matter most
in their lives. Through this dedication, the reader is primed to dive deeper into the

intricate web of relationships that form the foundation of the narrative.
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the writing journey is not undertaken alone. The support of these friends and family
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moments of doubt and insecurity. The joy shared with these individuals has made the
hardships of writing more manageable, and their unwavering belief in the author’s
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determination for the future. They express a strong desire to continue creating, with a
deep commitment to bringing new stories and ideas ta life. The journey so far has
been made all the more meaningful by the contributions of those who have been a
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their passion for storytelling and the enduring support of their community. The
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relationships, and unwavering support in the life of a writer, and the author remains
dedicated to the craft that has shaped their life. The tone throughout is sincere,
reflecting the deep gratitude felt for those who have played a pivotal role in the

author's success, both personally and professionally.



Chapter 1

Chapter 1 of All the Colors of the Dark introduces us to Patch, a thirteen-year-old boy
living in the quiet town of Monta Clare, nestled in the shadow of the St. Francois
Mountains. From the flat roof of his kitchen, Patch gazes out at the expansive oak and
pine trees, dreaming of a life.beyond the Ozark Plateau. He envisions a brighter world,
filled with opportunities-and treasures, believing that semething greater awaits him
just outside his reach. His vivid imagination drives him to dream of a future where his
life is full of adventure, far removed from the limited horizons of his small-town
existence. This youthful idealism stands in stark contrast to the reality of his life,

creating a tension that runs throughout the chapter.

The narrative soon takes a turn, shifting from Patch’s innocent daydreams to a
moment of foreboding tragedy. He envisions this day as one that will remain etched in
his memory, a beautiful day that will one day serve as a cherished recollection, even
though he cannot anticipate the disaster that will soon unfold. After returning to his
bedroom, Patch dresses up in elaborate attire, choosing a tricorne and waistcoat,
transforming his navy slacks into makeshift breeches. With a small dagger tucked at
his side, he immerses himself in his pirate fantasy world, a refuge from his everyday
struggles. His imagination serves as a sanctuary from the harshness of his life, which is
shaped by his unique circumstances, including the challenges he faces from being

born with only one eye.

In Patch’s bedroom, details of his life emerge, offering a deeper understanding of his
character. A black flag is used to cover a hole in the drywall, and the closet stands
bare, missing doors, reflecting the neglected, yet adventurous nature of his existence.
His room is filled with relics of his imagination—treasures from pirate stories, like a
treasure chest and movie props, that connect him to the world he wishes to inhabit.

Later, a police investigation into the events surrounding Patch reveals the significance



of these items, showing how his love for fantasy and his peculiar possessions provide a
window into his desires for a different life. These objects, representing both escape
and neglect, hint at the gap between Patch’s fantasies and his reality, a gap that will

be further explored as the story progresses.

Patch’s fondness for eye patches, particularly one made of purple satin by his mother,
symbolizes his longing for acceptance and his desire to be part of something bigger
than himself. He reflects on his mother’s struggles, noting the sun-damaged skin that
tells of her exhausting-night shifts. Their relationship is filled with warmth despite their
hardships, and Patch appreciates the laughter they share, even in the face of
adversity. His mother’s influence on him is undeniable, and through their moments
together, the deep bond between them is revealed, showing the love that persists
despite their difficult circumstances. This relationship is central to Patch’s
development, providing both comfort and a sense of connection to the world he

desperately wants to be part of.

The chapter concludes with Patch expressing his unwavering optimism, declaring that
today will be the best day of his life. His hopeful attitude contrasts sharply with the
darker reality that is about to unfold, hinting at the tragedy that looms on the horizon.
Patch’s naivety makes this moment all the more poignant, as he remains unaware of
the events that will soon disrupt his world. His belief in the possibility of a better
future, despite the circumstances he faces, adds an emotional depth to his character.
This optimism, which sustains him in the face of adversity, serves as both a strength
and a vulnerability, foreshadowing the challenges he will face as his story unfolds. The
chapter leaves readers anticipating the eventual collision between Patch’s idealistic
dreams and the harsh realities that lie ahead, setting the stage for the chaos and

emotional turmoil that will shape his journey.



Chapter 2

Chapter 2 of All the Colors of the Dark begins with an air of urgency as Joseph hurries
to the door, eagerly anticipating news from his school. However, before he can open it,
his mother, lvy, stops him, holding a letter with a St. Louis postmark. She presses the
letter to her lips, her gesture-soft and filled with nostalgia, a sign of something long
past. This letter, sent from her-interview atjthe-botanicalygarden a month earlier, takes
her back to that day. While Ivy had been focused on her own aspirations, Joseph had
quietly watched the world around him, particularly the families gathered under the
shade of Tower Grove House. Their lives seemed symmetrical and full of warmth,

contrasting sharply with his own family’s transient and unpredictable existence.

Though their living situation in Monta Clare has always been temporary, it’s beginning
to feel more like home. lvy’s voice rings out with fervor as she makes bold declarations
about women'’s liberation, playing loud Bob Dylan songs that echo through the house.
These acts of defiance highlight her desire to assert herself in a world that seems to be
constantly shifting beneath her feet. Joseph, however, finds himself thinking about
resilience, often recalling the story of the legendary pirate Black Bart Roberts, who was
captured but never broken. This tale serves as a quiet reflection of his own life. Joseph
often feels like he is being ground down by the weight of his mother’s struggles, but in
a way, he admires her persistence. Every night, as part of his routine, he lifts
dumbbells until his arms ache, a physical reminder of his attempt to outgrow the

painful chapters of his youth.

vy, who has always been a steady presence in Joseph’s life, begins to notice
something troubling: a bruise on his cheekbone, clearly a result of the latest fight he
has been involved in. Her concern is apparent, her brow furrowing as she tenderly
adjusts his clothing. She looks at him, reminding him of his importance, urging him not

to get into more trouble. This conversation between mother and son is laced with both



care and tension. lvy’s protectiveness comes through as she tries to shield him from
the dangers of the world while grappling with her own fears about what their future
holds. She speaks to him about starting fresh at his new school, hoping that this will be
a turning point for him. In a moment of vulnerability, Ivy pleads with Joseph, asking
him to promise that he will avoid further conflict—especially after a recent unsettling
encounter with a woman who had given Ivy a disapproving glance, a subtle yet

powerful indication that others are beginning to take notice of their fractured life.

While Joseph tries to_remain lighthearted, cracking jokes about pirates and their
tumultuous lives, his internal struggle is evident.;He feels the weight of the world on
his shoulders, even as he attempts to brush it off. The dynamic between them grows
more complicated as Ivy prepares herself to face the authorities. She knows that their
turbulent lives have drawn attention, and the fear of what could happen if they are
discovered weighs heavily on her mind. Ignoring the danger lurking in the shadows
might have serious consequences, but facing it head-on is equally daunting. She
wonders how much of Joseph’s life she has truly seen and understood, realizing that

the bond between them is both fragile and complex.

The underlying tension between lvy and Joseph becomes more apparent as the
chapter progresses. Ivy’s protective instincts are in direct conflict with her desire to
carve out a new life for herself and her son. Joseph, on the other hand, feels caught
between his desire for freedom and the knowledge that his actions are beginning to
shape his future in ways he doesn’t fully understand. This push and pull between
mother and son speaks to a deeper emotional struggle, where both are trying to
balance their individual needs with the realities of their circumstances. lvy’s internal
conflict is made more poignant by the fact that she’s trying to shield Joseph from the
dangers of their situation, but at the same time, she is confronting her own fears about
their future. The chapter closes on a note of uncertainty, as both Ivy and Joseph are
left to grapple with the complexity of their relationship and the challenges that lie
ahead. This sense of foreboding hints at the emotional turbulence that will unfold in
the chapters to come, and the ongoing struggle between protecting one’s loved ones

and facing the harsh truths of life. Through their conversations and actions, the reader



gains a deeper understanding of the fragile nature of their relationship, and the layers
of love, fear, and hope that drive both characters. The tension continues to build,

setting the stage for more intense emotional revelations and the difficult road ahead.



Chapter 3

Chapter 3 of All the Colors of the Dark unfolds in a seemingly peaceful neighborhood
that is, in reality, full of unease and potential danger. The Roberts family is introduced,
with Mr. Roberts seen pushing a new Lawn Boy, while Mrs. Roberts prepares to comfort
the officers investigating a-troubled household across the street. Their home, painted
in a fresh coat of white with-a navy gable,jstands-asia symbol of normalcy, though it is
clear that something dark lurks just beyond the facade. The tension is palpable as Mr.
Roberts expresses his belief that something bad is destined to happen to a boy living
in the neighboring Macauley house. His words cast a shadow over the otherwise calm
morning, signaling that the quiet suburban life is about to be disrupted by the grim

events unfolding across the street.

Meanwhile, Patch Macauley, a young boy living in a rental property often ignored by
others, goes about his daily tasks. He spends his time clearing leaves and hammering
on the roof, working diligently to improve a house that doesn’t truly feel like his own.
Despite the transient nature of his living situation and the sense that he’s helping
someone else’s property, Patch remains upbeat and engages with the neighbors with a
friendly smile. However, the following morning brings a shift in the air as the police
arrive, knocking on doors and questioning residents. The presence of the officers
marks a departure from the usual calm and introduces a sense of unease that
gradually builds as the investigation begins. The situation is linked to troubling events
at the Macauley house, making Patch feel the weight of the neighborhood’s growing

tension.

The narrative takes an unexpected turn as Patch, immersed in his own imaginative
play, encounters the local Anderson widow and manages to avoid a confrontation with
Chuck Bradley and his brothers, local bullies who have a reputation for causing

trouble. Despite their intimidating nature, Chuck Bradley’s charm makes him a more



formidable threat than the others. As the boyfriend of Misty Meyer, the girl Patch has
secretly loved for years, Chuck’s presence adds another layer of emotional tension to
Patch’s already difficult life. One fateful encounter in an alleyway sets the stage for a
potential confrontation when Chuck and his brothers begin to close in on Patch. The air
thickens with the threat of violence as Patch feels the weight of the situation, his fear

mixing with a growing sense of desperation.

With nowhere to retreat, Patch reaches for a dagger hidden on his person, a weapon
that symbolizes his connection to-the legendary pirate Blackbeard and the courage to
stand up for himself, no matter the odds. As he speaks of pirates and their brutal fates,
the confrontation takes on a historical dimension, with Patch using knowledge of the
past to fuel his defiance. Though Chuck taunts him, Patch’s resolve and his knowledge
of pirate lore provide him with the courage to face the bullies. The tense standoff
ultimately ends with Patch making a daring escape, demonstrating not only his
physical bravery but also the inner strength that arises in moments of conflict. This
sequence of events illustrates the themes of fear, bravery, and survival that
characterize Patch’s journey as he faces both personal and external challenges in the
neighborhood. His ability to confront his fears and outsmart his tormentors highlights
his resilience, offering a moment of growth amid the chaos and conflicts that define his

adolescence.

Patch’s escape from the confrontation with Chuck and his brothers marks a pivotal
moment in his development, reinforcing his inner strength and determination. Despite
being surrounded by intimidation and physical threats, Patch’s quick thinking and
resourcefulness allow him to assert his control over the situation. This scene not only
shows Patch’s growth but also serves as a reflection of his emotional turmoil—caught
between childhood innocence and the harsher realities of the adult world. The
chapter’s exploration of local conflicts, growing tensions, and the personal struggles
that come with them provides readers with an insightful look into the complexities of

growing up in a neighborhood fraught with both beauty and danger.



Chapter 4

Chapter 4 of All the Colors of the Dark immerses readers in a striking landscape where
the towering pines stand against a backdrop of golden light and blue shadows. Patch,
the protagonist, is seen traversing the trails near the town’s edge, with the expansive
Loess Hills looming over the-Missouri River. The industrial air from nearby cities hangs
heavy, blending with the serene landscaperAsiPateh moves through the area, he
encounters the remnants of abandoned vehicles, such as a Dodge sunken into the
earth and an Eastern redbud tree where a pamphlet is caught. Among these forgotten
items, a smiling image of Jimmy Carter is spotted, reflecting an attempt to reach out to
the community, offering a sense of connection despite the isolation of the area. The
juxtaposition of these elements highlights the complexity of life in this fading rural

town, where old remnants of past lives linger alongside attempts at unity.

Patch's exploration takes him to a lake that holds deep, haunting memories of his
childhood. A faded sign warns of dangerous currents, but the real tale lies in the local
legend of a boy named Colson who vanished while swimming there, his disappearance
casting a long, eerie shadow over the lake. The peaceful scene takes on an unsettling
atmosphere as whispers of Colson’s spirit, said to lurk beneath the surface, add an air
of mystery to the surroundings. This lake, once a place of innocence, now evokes a
sense of foreboding, with rumors suggesting that the spirit of the lost boy might reach
out from the depths at any moment, targeting unsuspecting girls. These whispers fuel
the fear surrounding the lake, transforming it from a tranquil childhood memory into a

place of danger and superstition.

The chapter shifts in tone when Patch, leaning against the crumbling Monta Clare
railroad, is suddenly startled by a scream echoing across the valley. His curiosity leads
him to investigate, where he finds Misty Meyer, a classmate, seemingly in danger.

Beside her stands a shadowy figure, a man cloaked in a hood, whose ominous



presence sends a wave of panic through Patch. The weight of the situation sinks in as
another scream shatters the silence, heightening his alarm. Patch, driven by instinct,
knows that immediate action is needed, and adrenaline surges through his body as he
prepares to intervene. The desperate need to protect Misty propels him forward,

fueled by a combination of fear and a sense of duty.

Patch, relying on instinct and his surroundings, grabs a rock to confront the man. The
assailant’s face is hidden behind a balaclava, adding an element of mystery and
danger. Patch shouts.at Misty torun, urging her to escape while he faces the threat
head-on. Initially frozen by fear, Misty's survival instincts soon take over, and she
flees, the figure of the man chasing her. Patch, determined to shield her from harm,
draws a dagger, ready to defend her at all costs. A violent struggle ensues between
Patch and the man, escalating the tension to a breaking point. In a cruel twist, the
assailant manages to turn the weapon against Patch, stabbing him in a brutal reversal
of fate. Overcome by pain and blood loss, Patch begins to lose consciousness, his

vision darkening as the chapter ends on a grim note.

The conclusion of the chapter leaves a dark shadow over the community. The sounds
of Patch’s fall echo as a search is initiated, and a grieving mother prepares to face the
aftermath of her son’s injury. The unsettling calm of the town is shattered by the
events that have just unfolded, marking a significant shift in Patch’s life and
foreshadowing the tragic consequences of his actions. The sense of tension in the air is
palpable, and readers are left with an eerie anticipation of the fallout from this violent
encounter. As the chapter closes, the stage is set for further revelations, and Patch’s
path forward seems uncertain, with his bravery and his suffering highlighting the

complexities of growing up in a world filled with danger, fear, and loss.



Chapter 5

Chapter 5 of All the Colors of the Dark begins by introducing the parallel morning
routines of two central characters, Saint and Patch. As the first light of dawn stretches
across the sky, Saint quietly awakens in the early hours of the morning, eager to begin
her day. She slips out of her-room and makes her way to the rear porch, hoping to
enjoy a moment of peace before the world-fully;stirs; ithe:soft sound of birds chirping
in the distance is the only noise that fills the air as she stands in solitude, observing
the tranquil surroundings. Several streets away, Patch begins her day in a similar
manner. She watches the sun rise over the horizon, casting golden hues across the
misty grass. The mist appears almost ethereal, rising from the ground like smoke,
adding an air of mystery to the scene. As she contemplates the beauty around her, a
strange, unsettling silence fills the air, which catches her attention. Uncertain of its
source, she feels compelled to venture barefoot across the damp yard to investigate.
Her journey leads her to the beehive, only to discover that the bees, which she has

cared for with great attention, have inexplicably vanished.

Meanwhile, Saint, having already ventured outside, is gripped with an increasing sense
of urgency. She rushes up the stairs to her grandmother, Norma, to inform her about
the mysterious disappearance of the bees. Saint, clearly out of breath, insists that
someone must have stolen them, and her words tumble out in a rush. Norma, who
seems less alarmed, calmly observes that Saint is not wearing her glasses, suggesting
that perhaps the bees are still in the hive, hidden from view. Saint, refusing to consider
that possibility, dashes back to her attic bedroom to retrieve her glasses. While there,
she hurriedly brushes her teeth with her finger, a consequence of a mishap involving a
dog fossil earlier that morning. Despite the inconvenience, she hurries back outside to
find Norma inspecting the empty hive, further confirming that the bees are indeed

missing. Saint feels the weight of the situation pressing on her chest, her concern



deepening as she tries to make sense of what happened.

Norma, ever the calm and practical figure, offers logical explanations for the absence
of the bees. Perhaps ants had attacked the hive, or a skunk had disturbed the bees
during the night. But Saint’s mounting anxiety refuses to be quelled by such simple
answers. She believes that after four years of tending to the bees, they must have
developed some kind of bond with her. The idea that the bees could simply vanish
without any clear reason does not sit well with her. As they continue to ponder the
situation, Norma casually mentions a recent news story about a beekeeper from
Wayne County who was arrested for stealing hives. This mention strikes a chord in
Saint, and her suspicion quickly shifts to a local man, Mr. Lewis. She accuses him
outright, recalling his past behavior when he was caught taking samples from stores
without paying for them. The memory of his past actions makes her increasingly

certain that he is the one responsible for stealing the bees.

Saint’s anger intensifies as she considers the implications of what she believes to be a
theft. She cannot understand why Mr. Lewis would take the bees, but her frustration
grows as she recalls his history of petty theft. Despite Norma’s calm attempts to
diffuse the situation, Saint’s emotions spill over. She demands that they do something,
that they take action. In her mind, the only logical step is to report Mr. Lewis to Chief
Nix, believing that he will take her seriously and investigate the matter. However,
Norma strongly objects to this idea, urging Saint to stop and think before taking such
drastic steps. She warns her that going to the police without proper evidence could

cause unnecessary trouble and escalate the situation further.

In the heat of the argument, Saint, unable to control her emotions, storms off, leaving
Norma standing behind with a mix of worry and disappointment. The exchange
between them leaves a mark on both of their hearts. Saint is filled with a sense of
injustice and anger, while Norma is left with the sinking feeling that her
granddaughter’s impulsive behavior could lead to serious consequences. The tension
between them is palpable, and it’s clear that Saint’s frustration with the situation is

more than just about the missing bees. It represents her deeper feelings of



helplessness and the struggle to make sense of the world around her, especially when

it feels like people she knows and trusts could be involved in something wrong.

The chapter concludes with a sense of unresolved tension, setting the stage for the
emotional journey Saint must now navigate. As she walks away from her grandmother,
the uncertainty of what has happened with the bees weighs heavily on her mind. She
can’t shake the feeling that something is off about Mr. Lewis and that there is more to
the story than meets the eye. The chapter leaves readers questioning what will
happen next, as the dynamics between Saint, Norma, and the rest of the community
become increasingly complex. What began|as a seemingly simple mystery—one about
missing bees—has opened a larger can of worms, revealing deeper conflicts and
emotions that will continue to unfold in the chapters to come. Through this chapter,
the reader is drawn into a story filled with intrigue, family dynamics, and the emotional
turmoil of a young girl trying to find her place in a world that feels increasingly

unpredictable and unfair.



Chapter 6

Chapter 6 of All the Colors of the Dark opens with Saint filled with anxiety as she
spends an entire hour searching the woods around her home. She hopes, with all her
heart, that her missing bees have merely relocated and are not harmed or lost. The
peaceful, quiet woods offer-no_answers, and her worry deepens. As she emerges onto
Main Street, her face flushed and her braidislightlysundone from the effort, sweat drips
from her forehead, evidence of her restless search. With a sense of urgency in her
steps, she heads toward the small police station, intent on confronting the authorities
and demanding action against Mr. Lewis, whom she suspects of stealing the bees. Just
as she is about to enter the station, her attention is pulled in a different

direction—Misty Meyer stands before an officer, visibly trembling and shaken.

Misty looks much younger than her years, pale and out of breath, a sign that she’s
been through something traumatic. The scraped skin on her knees only adds to the
sense that something awful has happened to her. As she collapses into a chair, the
officer, a calm figure amidst the growing tension, gently helps her sit down and urges
her to catch her breath. Misty is too caught up in her own fear to respond, her wide
eyes glued to the street outside. With a voice barely above a whisper, she mutters that
someone “saved” her, though she cannot seem to describe who or what that person
might be. The officer tries to offer some reassurance, attempting to comfort her, but
Misty insists that there was someone who helped her—a figure who intervened when

she needed it most.

As the conversation unfolds, Misty’s distress only grows stronger, and she begins to
recount her harrowing experience. She describes a "pirate kid" who faced off with a
much larger man, further deepening the mystery surrounding her ordeal. The tension
in the room rises as Saint, unable to remain a passive observer, feels a rising sense of

dread that tightens in her chest. Her heart begins to race as Misty continues her story,



describing in more detail the actions of the young boy who came to her aid. Saint’s
mind starts to connect the dots as Misty mentions that the boy who intervened was

none other than Joseph Macauley—this name instantly grabs Saint’s attention.

Saint’s instinct kicks in, and her small frame seems to contrast sharply with the gravity
of the situation. She steps closer to Misty, her concern palpable, and presses for more
information about Joseph’s involvement. The officer, aware of the weight of the
conversation, also leans in, paying close attention to Misty’s words. Saint’s mind
begins to whirl as she-recalls the-sudden death of her grandfather, a loss that had left
her grappling with confusion and shock. Now, standing in this tense moment, Saint
feels the same bewildering emotions, realizing that the crisis unfolding in front of her is
connected to something far bigger than just her missing bees. Her need for clarity

grows as she tries to make sense of everything that's happening.

Misty, still shaken, remains quiet, her eyes distant and unfocused, as the officer wraps
a jacket around her shoulders for warmth and comfort. Saint, however, cannot quell
her growing anxiety. The need for answers gnaws at her, and she presses harder,
desperate to know if Joseph is in danger and if there is something she should be doing.
Finally, after a long pause, Misty, her voice barely a whisper, mentions a clearing near
the old railroad. This piece of information sends a jolt of realization through Saint. She
knows that the clearing could hold the key to understanding everything that has been

happening—and the thought of Joseph being in harm’s way fills her with urgency.

Without a second thought, Saint bolts out of the police station, her determination
pushing her forward. The moment she hears about the clearing, everything shifts for
her. No longer is this about her missing bees or the frustrations of the day—this is
something far more pressing, and her focus is entirely on finding Joseph. She rushes
toward the woods, the knowledge that danger is close propelling her forward with a
sense of urgency. As she makes her way toward the clearing, Saint is fully aware that
something crucial is unfolding, and her once peaceful world is now caught in the
turmoil of uncertainty and fear. She doesn’t know what lies ahead, but one thing is

certain—everything has changed. The pursuit of the truth and the desire to find Joseph



becomes her only focus now, a need to protect those she cares about driving her

through the unknown.

The chapter closes with a heightened sense of anticipation, as Saint races toward the
woods, the weight of the revelations she has just uncovered beginning to sink in. The
disappearance of the bees, Misty’s encounter, and the involvement of Joseph Macauley
are all pieces of a much larger puzzle that Saint is determined to solve. The intensity
of her emotions, the fear for Joseph’s safety, and the knowledge that something
dangerous looms just-ahead push-Saint into action. The chapter leaves readers on the
edge of their seats, wondering what Saint will uncover next and whether she can make
it to Joseph in time to prevent whatever threat may be lurking. Through the course of
this chapter, the tension between the characters and the growing mystery continues to

build, setting the stage for even more intense confrontations and revelations.



Chapter 7

Chapter 7 of All the Colors of the Dark takes the reader into a serene yet eerily
charged natural setting, where Saint embarks on a journey through a grove teeming
with willows and aspens. As she moves deeper into the forest, the vivid imagery of her
surroundings becomes almost surreal, with the branches of the willows parting to
reveal roots that seem to reachout, almestlikejhandsfeckoning her to proceed with
c