
The Chocolate War

The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier follows Jerry Renault, a high school student who
refuses to participate in his school's annual chocolate sale fundraiser. His act of
defiance sparks a cruel campaign of bullying and manipulation, leading him to
question authority, conformity, and the power of resistance.

Chapter 1

Chapter 1 of The Chocolate War immerses readers in the intense and often painful
world of Jerry Renault, a high school football player dealing with both physical and
emotional struggles. The chapter opens with a stark and jarring statement, "They
murdered him," as Jerry takes a brutal hit during football practice. The physical
sensations are described in vivid detail—his head takes a blow, followed by a crushing
impact to his stomach that leaves him reeling and nauseous. Despite the
overwhelming pain, Jerry fights to get back up, determined not to show weakness. He
tries to embody the advice from his teammate, The Goober, who encourages him to
demonstrate guts and continue pushing forward. But as he struggles to regain his
footing, Jerry feels the weight of being physically smaller and weaker compared to the
larger players around him, who appear as monstrous figures, towering over him. The
sense of vulnerability and helplessness is overpowering, yet Jerry tries to continue,
hoping to prove himself and live up to the expectations of those around him, especially
within the football team.

As the practice goes on, Jerry is blindsided by a series of simultaneous tackles,
intensifying his physical and emotional distress. His knees, stomach, and head are hit
all at once, sending sharp waves of pain throughout his body, further compounding his



confusion and discomfort. He is knocked to the ground, gasping for breath, and in that
moment, Jerry considers giving up altogether. The brutal onslaught of pain makes him
question not just his physical limits but the nature of pain itself—why it can feel so
relentless and unfair, and why it varies in intensity. Despite his overwhelming desire to
quit, the commanding voice of his coach cuts through his internal chaos. The coach’s
sharp questioning about Jerry’s height and weight reveals the cold, demanding nature
of the football world. It becomes clear that Jerry doesn’t fit the ideal image of an
athlete in the sport, yet his determination remains strong. Even as he faces the
discomfort and humiliation of his situation, he is driven by a resolve to earn his place
on the team and prove to himself and others that he belongs.

After the physically demanding practice, Jerry leaves the field with a mixture of
exhaustion and determination. The memories of his mother's ongoing health struggles,
coupled with his physical pain, weigh heavily on his mind, but amidst this turmoil, a
sense of hope flickers inside him. He envisions himself making the team, pushing
through the pain, and overcoming the obstacles in his way. This vision of success
provides him with some relief from the agony his body feels. However, as he walks
toward the locker room, the nausea that has been growing within him takes over,
signaling just how much his body has been pushed. Despite these physical signals of
distress, Jerry clings to the belief that being part of the football team will give him a
sense of identity, a way to belong in a world that often feels uncertain. But reality
quickly clashes with this hope, as his nausea becomes overwhelming, and he finds
himself running to the bathroom, where he succumbs to the physical toll of the
practice and empties his stomach. This moment of vulnerability underscores the gap
between Jerry's aspirations and the harsh physical realities he faces. It highlights the
internal conflict that will continue to define his journey—caught between the hope of
achievement and the overwhelming physical challenges that threaten to hold him
back. This chapter sets the tone for Jerry’s internal and external struggles, laying the
foundation for the emotional and physical battles he will face as the story progresses.
Through this opening, the reader gains insight into Jerry’s perseverance,
determination, and the complex world he must navigate in order to prove himself.



Chapter 2

Chapter 2 of The Chocolate War delves deeply into the psychological tension between
the protagonist, Obie, and Archie, a senior at Trinity High. Obie is caught in a whirlwind
of conflicting emotions as he admires yet resents Archie, sensing both the power that
Archie holds over him and his own growing frustration. The chapter opens with the two
of them sitting on the bleachers, and Obie’s feelings of boredom and exhaustion
become palpable as he is trapped in a conversation that is both tedious and
confrontational. The fact that Obie is already late for work only adds to his irritation,
making the situation even more unbearable. Archie, with his usual cocky, charismatic
demeanor, continues to speak casually about his disdain for authority and religion,
knowing well that his provocative words will annoy Obie. This conversation exposes
the delicate balance between their relationship, where Obie is clearly influenced by
Archie’s magnetic personality but also struggles with the burden of living under his
expectations and influence within The Vigils, the secretive school organization they are
both a part of. This chapter highlights the dynamic of power and control, where Obie is
forced to navigate his own morals while trying to maintain his social standing.

As the discussion progresses, it becomes clear that Obie is torn between asserting his
independence and being pulled by Archie’s manipulative charm. The conversation
shifts to recent school assignments, and Archie casually provides names for a
mysterious mission tied to The Vigils, asking Obie to record them without much
explanation. Despite the vague nature of the task, Obie dutifully writes down the
names, sensing that something more sinister lies behind the assignments. The
inclusion of Norman Stanton, a freshman, with the word "sidewalk" as his assigned
task, hints at the disturbing nature of The Vigils' operations. What seems like a
harmless task is, in reality, another step in the group's manipulation and coercion,
adding to the tension of the moment. As Obie writes the names, he feels increasingly



uncomfortable with the situation but is unable to break free from his role within the
organization. This internal conflict demonstrates Obie's struggle between loyalty to
Archie, the need for social acceptance, and his growing awareness of the darker side
of The Vigils. His unease highlights the subtle but strong influence Archie has over him,
creating a sense of foreboding as the chapter moves forward.

The most intense moment of the chapter arises when Jerry Renault’s name is
introduced. Jerry, who has been grieving the recent loss of his mother, becomes an
unexpected target for The Vigils’ cruel games. Obie, who has a genuine sense of
concern for Jerry, is disturbed by Archie’s cold and detached suggestion to make him
the next victim of their manipulation. This sharp contrast between Obie’s empathy and
Archie’s indifference highlights the moral divide between the two characters. Obie’s
discomfort grows as he listens to Archie, who treats Jerry’s grief with utter disregard,
seeing it only as an opportunity for more power and control within The Vigils. Despite
his inner resistance, Obie finds himself reluctantly going along with the plan,
succumbing to Archie’s pressure. As he records Jerry’s name alongside the cruel task
of “chocolates,” Obie’s moral dilemma becomes evident. His action, though outwardly
following Archie’s wishes, represents a deeper struggle within himself—a fight between
his own values and the loyalty he feels to the organization. The chapter closes on this
haunting moment, leaving the reader with a sense of sorrow and unease, as Obie’s
decisions set the stage for the emotional and moral consequences that will unfold later
in the story. The chapter portrays the complex emotions of adolescence, where power,
peer pressure, and the quest for social belonging often overshadow personal morals,
leaving a lingering sense of melancholy over the choices made in moments of
weakness.



Chapter 3

Chapter 3, The GIRL was heart-wrenchingly, impossibly beautiful. Desire weakened his
stomach. A waterfall of blond hair splashed on her bare shoulders. He studied the
photograph surreptitiously and then closed the magazine and put it back where it
belonged, on the top shelf. He glanced around to see if he’d been observed. The store
owner positively prohibited the reading of magazines and a sign said NO BUY NO READ
. But the owner was busy at the far end of the place.

Why did he always feel so guilty whenever he looked at Playboy and the other
magazines? A lot of guys bought them, passed them around at school, hid them in the
covers of notebooks, even resold them. He sometimes saw copies scattered casually
on coffee tables in the homes of his friends. He had once bought a girlie magazine,
paying for it with trembling fingers—a dollar and a quarter, his finances shot down in
flames until his next allowance. And he didn’t know what to do with the damn thing
once it was in his possession. Sneaking it home on the bus, hiding it in the bottom
drawer of his room, he was terrified of discovery. Finally, tired of smuggling it into the
bathroom for swift perusals, and weary of his deceit, and haunted by the fear that his
mother would find the magazine, Jerry had sneaked it out of the house and dropped it
into a catchbasin. He listened to it splash dismally below, bidding a wistful farewell to
the squandered buck and a quarter. A longing filled him. Would a girl ever love him?
The one devastating sorrow he carried within him was the fear that he would die
before holding a girl’s breast in his hand.

Out at the bus stop, Jerry leaned against a telephone pole, body weary, echoing the
assault of the football practices. For three days his body had absorbed punishment.
But he was still on the roster, luckily. Idly, he watched the people on the Common
across the street. He saw them every day. They were now part of the scenery like the
Civil War Cannon and the World War Monuments, the flagpole. Hippies. Flower



Children. Street People. Drifters. Drop-Outs. Everybody had a different name for them.
They came out in the spring and stayed until October, hanging around, calling taunts
to passersby occasionally but most of the time quiet, languid and peaceful. He was
fascinated by them and sometimes envied their old clothes, their sloppiness, the way
they didn’t seem to give a damn about anything. Trinity was one of the last schools to
retain a dress code—shirt and tie. He watched a cloud of smoke swirl around a girl in a
floppy hat. Grass? He didn’t know. A lot of things he didn’t know.

Absorbed in his thoughts, he didn’t notice that one of the street people had detached
himself from the others and was crossing the street, dodging cars deftly.

“Hey, man.”

Startled, Jerry realized the guy was addressing him. “Me?”

The fellow stood in the street, on the other side of a green Volkswagen, his chest
resting on the car’s roof. “Yes, you.” He was about nineteen, long black hair brushing
his shoulders, a curling mustache, like a limp black snake draped on his upper lip, the
ends dangling near his chin. “You been staring at us, man, like every day. Standing
here and staring.”

They really say man, Jerry thought. He didn’t think anybody said man any more except
as a joke. But this guy wasn’t joking.

“Hey, man, you think we’re in a zoo? That why you stare?”

“No. Look, I don’t stare.” But he did stare, every day.

“Yes, you do, man. You stand here and look at us. With your homework books and your
nice shirt and your blue-and-white tie.”

Jerry looked around uneasily. He confronted only strangers, nobody from school.

“We’re not sub-humans, man.”

“I didn’t say you were.”



“But you look it.”

“Look,” Jerry said, “I’ve got to get my bus.” Which was ridiculous, of course, because
the bus wasn’t in sight.

“You know who’s sub-human, man? You. You are. Going to school every day. And back
home on the bus. And do your homework.” The guy’s voice was contemptuous.
“Square boy. Middle-aged at fourteen, fifteen. Already caught in a routine. Wow.”

A hiss and the stench of exhaust announced the arrival of the bus. Jerry swung away
from the guy.

“Go get your bus, square boy,” he called. “Don’t miss the bus, boy. You’re missing a
lot of things in the world, better not miss that bus.”

Jerry walked to the bus like a sleepwalker. He hated confrontations. His heart
hammered. He climbed aboard, dropped his token in the coin box and lurched to his
seat as the bus moved away from the curb.

He sat down, breathed deeply, closed his eyes.

Go get your bus, square boy.

He opened his eyes and slitted them against the invasion of the sun through the
window.

You’re missing a lot of things in the world, better not miss that bus.

A big put-on, of course. That was their specialty, people like that. Putting people on.
Nothing else to do with their lives, piddling away their lives.

And yet …

Yet, what?

He didn’t know. He thought of his life—going to school and coming home. Even though
his tie was loose, dangling on his shirt, he yanked it off. He looked up at the



advertising placards above the windows, wanting to turn his thoughts away from the
confrontation.

Why? someone had scrawled in a blank space no advertiser had rented.

Why not? someone else had slashed in answer.

Jerry closed his eyes, exhausted suddenly, and it seemed like too much of an effort
even to think.



Chapter 4

Chapter 4 of The Chocolate War opens with a pivotal moment where Archie is thrust
into a tense discussion with Brother Leon regarding the ambitious chocolate sale that
is meant to deliver twenty thousand boxes to Trinity School. The sheer magnitude of
the goal initially shocks Archie, but as he listens carefully, he quickly picks up on the
undercurrent of vulnerability in Leon’s demeanor. This is not the same confident,
imposing figure of authority that Archie is used to. Leon is visibly nervous, sweating,
and struggling to maintain his usual commanding presence. As the conversation
unfolds, Leon explains that the chocolate sale is essential to the school's financial
stability, as the funds raised from this sale, especially from the exclusive Mother's Day
chocolates, will help keep the school afloat. However, this revelation seems to expose
Leon’s desperation, and it does not escape Archie’s notice that the assistant
headmaster is subtly attempting to pull him into this complex situation to ensure the
success of the sale.

Archie listens intently as Leon tries to justify the ambitious goal, explaining that the
school is in dire need of revenue, given its increasing operating costs and the lack of
support from wealthy alumni. Leon emphasizes that this sale is not just a tradition but
a necessity, something that the survival of the school now depends on. Despite this
explanation, Archie begins to see through the façade. Leon’s usual confident persona
has cracked, revealing a much more desperate figure trying to control the situation by
leaning on the students. Archie, ever perceptive, questions the feasibility of the target,
pointing out that it would require an inflated number of boxes sold by each student
compared to previous years. This logical questioning is not just a challenge but an
opportunity for Archie to assess Leon’s true motives and test how far the assistant
headmaster will go to secure his support. It becomes increasingly clear that Leon is
attempting to manipulate the situation by drawing Archie into the fold and convincing



him to lend his influence to the sale, which only strengthens Archie’s growing sense of
control.

As the tension escalates, Archie becomes aware that Leon is effectively trying to enlist
the help of The Vigils, the secret student organization that Archie is part of. The
assistant headmaster carefully tries to appeal to Archie’s sense of loyalty and
influence, but Archie is already several steps ahead. He pretends to be caught off
guard by the request, all while enjoying the subtle shift in the power dynamic between
them. Leon, who once seemed like a towering figure in the school, is now the one in
need, and Archie, despite being the student, finds himself in a position of power. The
realization of this power shift excites Archie as he begins to enjoy the game of
manipulation and control that he has begun to play. However, Leon’s dependence on
The Vigils, a group of students he cannot directly control, highlights the vulnerability of
his position, and the assistant headmaster’s desperation is laid bare.

Despite the challenges the school faces, Leon’s reliance on external help becomes
even more apparent as the conversation progresses. Archie, still playing the role of a
willing participant, assures Leon that The Vigils will lend their support, but not without
recognizing the underlying tensions in the room. The stakes are raised higher as the
conversation grows more intense, with both parties fully aware that the success of the
sale depends on manipulating the student body into action. Archie, with his unique
understanding of the school's power structure, confirms his involvement, knowing full
well that his influence within The Vigils could determine the success or failure of the
chocolate sale. This exchange not only reveals the financial troubles of the school but
also underscores the psychological games that both Archie and Leon are playing with
each other. As the conversation comes to an end, Archie leaves Leon’s office, having
manipulated the situation to his advantage without needing explicit permission from
the assistant headmaster. His departure signals the growing power dynamics at play
within the school, and the realization that Archie is no longer just a participant in the
school’s social hierarchy—he is becoming a key player in shaping its outcomes.



Chapter 5

Chapter 5 of The Chocolate War introduces Archie Costello, who stands out as a
manipulative and controlling figure within Trinity High School's underground
organization, The Vigils. The narrative begins with Archie questioning a shy and
anxious student, known as The Goober (real name Goubert), who is tall but lacks any
real assertiveness. As Archie interrogates The Goober, it is clear that the student is
intimidated by Archie’s authoritative presence. The Goober's discomfort is palpable as
he becomes ensnared in Archie’s psychological game, a situation designed to highlight
Archie’s ability to control and torment those around him. His mastery over The Goober,
in this drawn-out interaction, reveals Archie’s cruel enjoyment of the power he holds,
while also exposing his capacity to manipulate the emotions of others for his own
satisfaction.

As "The Assigner" in The Vigils, Archie is tasked with assigning degrading and often
cruel jobs to his peers. He takes great pleasure in creating assignments that make
others uncomfortable, sometimes even breaking their spirit in the process. The
Goober, caught in the trap of his latest task, is left anxiously waiting as Archie toys
with his anticipation, slowly drawing out the moment before revealing what is to come.
The scene in the dimly lit storage room is filled with a palpable sense of tension, as the
other Vigils members watch closely, eager to see how the situation unfolds. This
moment serves to reinforce Archie’s ability to control the narrative and manipulate his
peers into submission, as they hang on to his every word, unsure of what will happen
next. The psychological manipulation Archie employs is not just a casual display of
power; it’s a reflection of his deep understanding of how fear, anxiety, and anticipation
can be weaponized.

When the assignment is finally revealed, it’s both bizarre and unsettling. Archie
instructs The Goober to loosen all the screws in Brother Eugene’s classroom, a task



that seems simple at first but carries a deeper, more sinister weight. The imagery of
screws being loosened—of the classroom being dismantled bit by bit—symbolizes the
way The Vigils methodically dismantle any sense of normalcy or safety for their
members. The Goober is told that he will have the school to himself, forced to perform
the task in a deserted, solitary environment. This loneliness and isolation make the
task even more harrowing, as it becomes a metaphor for the way The Vigils isolate
their victims emotionally, pushing them to the brink of discomfort and confusion. The
tension builds steadily as The Goober is left alone to complete the task, knowing that
his actions will determine how he’s viewed by the group.

As the narrative unfolds, the tension in the story heightens not just around The
Goober’s task, but also around the fate of Archie’s continued dominance within The
Vigils. The black box, a central symbol of The Vigils’ power structure, determines
whether Archie will remain in control of the group or lose his position. The stakes of
the game are made clear, with the marble drawn from the box representing a moment
of fate and fortune. Archie’s draw of the white marble signifies his unchallenged
dominance and ensures that his leadership will remain intact. Despite his victory, the
moment is not purely celebratory. As Archie looks at The Goober, whose emotional
distress is clear, there is a brief flicker of empathy in Archie’s gaze, a fleeting
recognition of the pain he’s caused. However, this moment is brief and quickly fades,
highlighting the complex nature of Archie’s character. While he is undeniably capable
of manipulation and cruelty, this small, momentary glimpse into his humanity suggests
a character that is more complicated than simple villainy. The brief appearance of
empathy serves as a reminder that even the most ruthless individuals are shaped by
internal conflicts, and that power and cruelty are often masking deeper, unresolved
emotions.



Chapter 6

Chapter 6 of The Chocolate War begins with Brother Leon preparing for a psychological
show of power, setting a foreboding tone in the classroom that even the
freshmen—who have only been under his influence for a short time—immediately
sense. The classroom becomes a stage for Leon's performance, where he blends
intimidation with calculated theatrics to maintain control over the students. He
deliberately targets Bailey, a shy and anxious high honor student who tends to
withdraw in the face of confrontation, using him as a tool to reinforce his dominance.
The tension in the room builds as Leon shifts into his manipulative role, carefully
crafting a situation in which his power and influence can be fully exerted over Bailey,
forcing the students to witness his cruel psychological games.

Leon begins what seems to be a lesson on discipline, but his delivery is laced with
condescension and sarcasm. His words are chosen to shock the students, and the
language he uses—deliberately harsh and unsettling—captures their attention and
keeps them on edge. Bailey, visibly uncomfortable with the tension in the room,
shrinks further into himself, hoping to remain unnoticed, but Leon is relentless. He
directs his remarks at Bailey, whose nervousness is palpable, completely disregarding
the young student’s distress. The teacher’s behavior moves beyond the boundaries of
correction and discipline, taking on an air of manipulation and control. In a calculated
move, Leon strikes Bailey with his pointer, a moment that shocks the class and
provokes a mixture of sympathy for Bailey and fear of Leon’s authority. His subsequent
apology feels hollow and insincere, almost as if it were part of the performance rather
than a genuine expression of regret, highlighting Leon's manipulation of the classroom
dynamics.

The drama continues to unfold as Leon shifts his focus and accuses Bailey of cheating,
a move that freezes the entire class in a tense silence. Bailey, already shaken from the



earlier humiliation, insists that he has done no wrong, maintaining his innocence, but
Leon dismisses his defense with ease. The accusation, though baseless, is framed in
such a way that Bailey’s excellent academic performance is twisted into evidence of
dishonesty. Leon’s accusations become increasingly pointed and specific, drawing on
every possible piece of circumstantial evidence to frame Bailey as a dishonest student,
despite the lack of any actual wrongdoing. The entire situation seems to be a twisted
test of power, designed to strip Bailey of his dignity in front of his peers. As Leon
presses on, the other students are left watching in tense silence, unsure of how to
react, feeling both sympathy for Bailey and an increasing sense of discomfort with
their own helplessness. The room is filled with a thick sense of dread, as everyone,
including Bailey, becomes more isolated and vulnerable under the pressure of Leon's
interrogation.

The interaction reaches its climax as Brother Leon continues to manipulate the
students through his rhetoric, portraying Bailey as a deceitful figure and making the
class complicit in the cruelty unfolding before them. With his carefully chosen words,
Leon succeeds in undermining Bailey’s reputation, casting him as a liar in the eyes of
his classmates. The teacher’s ultimate goal is not just to punish Bailey but to break
him down and isolate him emotionally, thereby asserting his dominance over the
entire class. The students, who have remained silent throughout the ordeal, are
coerced into complicity, as they are forced to witness the degradation of their peer
without intervening. Despite one student’s attempt to speak up in defense of Bailey,
Leon quickly silences any dissent, reaffirming his power and control over the situation.
His ability to maintain dominance over the class becomes evident as he quashes any
efforts to challenge his authority. As the class prepares to end, Leon's behavior shifts
once more, this time moving from a punitive stance to one that is patronizing. He gives
Bailey a backhanded compliment, pretending to praise him while simultaneously
condemning the entire class for their lack of courage. This final moment of
manipulation leaves the students feeling unsettled, disillusioned by their failure to act
in defense of Bailey. As they leave the classroom, the weight of their silence lingers,
and the emotional toll of the incident continues to affect them. The tension in the room



remains, with the students now fully aware of the psychological hold Leon has over
them, a hold that leaves them questioning their own roles in the power dynamics at
play in the classroom.



Chapter 7

Chapter 7 of The Chocolate War introduces Emile Janza in a rather unexpected
situation as he is caught siphoning gas from Carlson's car in the school parking lot.
Despite Archie’s sudden appearance, Emile remains unfazed and even laughs off the
encounter, casually explaining that he's simply gathering his fuel for the week. Archie,
sensing an opportunity for insight, presses Emile by questioning what he would do if
Carlson confronted him. The irony is not lost on Archie, as Carlson is too passive and
weak to challenge Emile’s actions. Emile responds with confidence, showing no fear of
any potential consequences and revealing his manipulative nature. Emile, though
physically small and seemingly harmless, holds power over his peers, and he enjoys
dominating them in various subtle ways. This interaction serves as a perfect
illustration of Emile’s character—a person who, despite his small size, thrives on
controlling and manipulating others, particularly those he views as weak or passive.

Emile’s manipulation goes beyond petty acts like stealing gas; it extends to his
interactions in the classroom, where he has perfected the art of causing disruption
without getting caught. He is a master of strategic positioning, often sitting in places
where he can distract and irritate teachers, ensuring that the classroom atmosphere is
charged with tension. His disruptive behavior is calculated, and he understands the
weaknesses of both his peers and authority figures. Emile’s peers, most of whom avoid
confrontation, become easy targets for his pranks and subtle intimidation. Whether he
is taking someone’s lunch or humiliating a classmate with a well-placed comment,
Emile finds power in exploiting the passive nature of those around him. His actions
reveal a deep understanding of human psychology, particularly how people tend to
avoid conflict, and he uses this knowledge to gain control. His enjoyment comes not
from the physical act of domination but from the mental game he plays, manipulating
those who are too timid to stand up to him.



Despite his reputation for mischief and manipulation, Emile is far from unintelligent.
Though he may not apply himself academically, he has a keen mind for social
dynamics and an understanding of how to use people to his advantage. Emile has
coasted through school, making the most of his ability to navigate social situations
with minimal effort, relying on his charm and the fear he inspires. However, his actions
are not just about creating chaos; they reflect a deeper longing for connection and
respect. Emile's need for recognition is evident, particularly in his admiration for
Archie, whom he views as a powerful figure in the school. Yet, even with this
admiration, Emile’s relationship with Archie is complicated by a sense of fear and awe.
He yearns to be seen as someone important, someone worthy of respect, but struggles
to connect on a deeper emotional level. There are moments where Emile contemplates
opening up to Archie about his true feelings and insecurities, yet he refrains, unable to
bridge the gap between his façade of toughness and the vulnerability he hides
underneath. This internal conflict highlights Emile’s complexity, revealing that he is not
just a bully but a young person struggling with his identity and his need for
acceptance.

As Archie walks away from their conversation, Emile is left alone with his thoughts,
reflecting on his desire to join The Vigils. The longing to be part of the group is more
than just a desire for companionship—it represents his need for validation and a sense
of belonging. Like many adolescents, Emile is searching for a place where he can feel
important and recognized, where his actions, no matter how extreme, will earn him the
respect he craves. The chapter delves into the theme of social hierarchies, illustrating
how people like Emile often act out in destructive ways in a bid to gain control and
recognition. Despite his outward bravado and often cruel behavior, Emile is motivated
by a profound insecurity and fear of being insignificant. The chapter weaves these
complex themes of power, vulnerability, and identity, giving readers a deeper
understanding of Emile’s inner turmoil. His quest for belonging is relatable and
universal, reflecting the turbulent nature of adolescence, where the desire for
acceptance can drive individuals to make questionable choices. Emile's character
becomes a symbol of the internal conflict many face when trying to find their place in



the world, highlighting how the struggle for recognition can lead to manipulation and
disruption in an attempt to feel seen.



Chapter 8

Chapter 8 begins with The Goober, a fifteen-year-old boy who experiences a sense of
calm and empowerment when running. Each stride he takes in the open air allows him
to escape the self-consciousness and insecurities that typically hold him back. His
awkwardness, acne, and the shyness he struggles with disappear in the midst of the
rhythmic motion. Running gives him a space where he is free from judgment, where
the awkwardness of adolescence fades away, and he can find joy in simply moving. In
these moments, his mind sharpens, and he is filled with an overwhelming sense of
determination, as though he can achieve anything that lies ahead. The act of running
pushes him beyond his physical limits, teaching him to relish in the strength and
endurance his body has to offer. The community around him also recognizes his talent,
as they cheer him on and shout playful words of encouragement as he sprints down
the street, celebrating his speed. These interactions, though simple, reinforce his
sense of belonging and confidence, reminding him that there is more to his identity
than his insecurities.

Despite these uplifting moments, the chapter soon takes a dark turn when The Goober
finds himself trapped in an uncomfortable and unnerving situation in Brother Eugene's
homeroom. He has been assigned a task by The Vigils, and the weight of this
responsibility settles heavily on his shoulders, filling him with a sense of dread. As he
stands in the room, every detail seems to become amplified— the cold, empty
furniture, the flickering light as the day shifts into night, and the strange, unsettling
silence that hangs in the air. These factors work together to create an atmosphere of
tension and fear, as The Goober is left alone with his thoughts. He feels the oppressive
nature of the task that lies before him, and it overwhelms him. The thought of failure
becomes a constant worry, as he fears disappointing not only his peers in The Vigils
but also himself. The pressure grows stronger with each passing moment, and the



task, which originally seemed manageable, becomes a symbol of his deepest
anxieties. The Goober is trapped in this nightmare-like scenario, haunted by his inner
doubts and the feeling that the assignment might consume him.

The passage of time only heightens The Goober's feelings of isolation. The once
familiar classroom now feels alien and hostile, as the sounds around him take on a
nightmarish quality. The silence, broken only by faint creaks and echoes, makes his
thoughts swirl in a haze of fear. His childhood nightmares, long buried in his mind,
resurface in full force, and he finds himself lost in a sea of dread and uncertainty. Just
as he reaches the peak of his emotional turmoil, a sound from the hallway catches his
attention. It is a simple noise, but it signals the arrival of something unexpected. The
Goober realizes that he is no longer alone. A group of his masked classmates enters
the room, and though their presence initially fills him with fear, their intentions soon
become clear. They are not there to harm him; instead, they offer help with the task at
hand. The leader of the group, speaking through the mask, emphasizes the importance
of completing the assignment, yet there is a strange comfort in his words. Although
the gravity of the task is not diminished, The Goober feels a slight release from the
pressure, as the burden of responsibility is shared. What once seemed impossible to
accomplish alone is now made achievable through the combined effort of the group.
The classmates work together to finish the task, and in doing so, The Goober
experiences a sense of camaraderie and support that he had not anticipated. The
shared effort of the group shifts his perspective, showing him that even the most
daunting tasks can be overcome when people work together. By the end of the
chapter, The Goober not only completes the assignment but also gains an important
lesson about the power of unity and the strength found in collaboration.



Chapter 9

Chapter 9 delves deeply into Jerry's emotional turmoil following the death of his
mother, which has a lasting effect on both him and his father. In the aftermath of her
passing, the two men find themselves in a state of profound grief, unable to connect
emotionally. Their last moments together, marked by the sorrowful visit to the
cemetery, serve as a rare instance where they share an intimate but painful
understanding of their mutual loss. Jerry reflects on his mother’s vibrant spirit,
recalling her passion for home projects and the life she breathed into their household.
This remembrance, however, is quickly overshadowed by a growing sense of rage and
emptiness, emotions that consume him as he struggles to come to terms with the
silence that now defines their relationship. The tension between Jerry and his father is
palpable; their daily interactions have become hollow, as they both retreat into their
separate routines—Jerry going to school, and his father going to work, neither of them
truly addressing the emotional chasm that has formed between them.

Seeking to escape the painful memories, Jerry is sent to spend the summer on his
cousin’s farm, a change of scenery that allows him a temporary reprieve from his grief.
In this time, Jerry begins to reflect on his mother's roots and the connections she once
had to New England. However, returning to this place, where his mother once found a
sense of belonging, only reinforces the emptiness that now surrounds him. His father’s
mundane life, as a pharmacist, becomes increasingly difficult for Jerry to tolerate. The
monotonous cycle of days filled with perfunctory greetings and the word “fine” serves
as a constant reminder of the dreariness that has settled over their lives. This routine,
devoid of excitement or deeper meaning, causes Jerry to question the life he and his
father now lead. He begins to fear that, in time, he will become a mere reflection of his
father, living a life defined by bland rituals and an absence of joy.



As Jerry watches his father, lost in a nap, he is overcome by a sense of disconnection,
realizing how much of their lives have become mechanical. Their exchanges, reduced
to hollow small talk over simple meals, illustrate how disconnected they have become.
Beneath this surface-level interaction, deeper questions loom, unspoken yet ever-
present—questions about his father's unfulfilled dreams and Jerry’s own uncertain
future. The lack of any real connection, either emotional or intellectual, between Jerry
and his father weighs heavily on him. Jerry longs for more than a life filled with routine,
fearing that the passing years might strip him of his aspirations and leave him in a life
of quiet desperation. He does not want to lose the vibrant spark that once defined his
mother’s presence, and he worries that if he is not careful, he will fall into a similar
pattern of numbing routine.

Amid this contemplation, Jerry resolves to pursue football, seeing it as a way to assert
some control over his own identity and escape the stifling monotony of his existence.
Football represents more than just a sport to Jerry; it is a potential avenue for personal
growth and self-expression, a way for him to break free from the emotional
confinement he feels at home. Yet, as Jerry grapples with this decision, he is also
confronted by a deeper existential crisis. His thoughts turn to Gregory Bailey, a
classmate whose presence in his mind symbolizes the emotional struggle Jerry
continues to face. Gregory’s story subtly mirrors Jerry’s own internal conflict, hinting at
a larger, unresolved tension that Jerry must come to terms with as he searches for
meaning in his life. This internal struggle—torn between the pursuit of personal desires
and the weight of his grief—will continue to shape Jerry’s journey throughout the rest
of the narrative.

Through this chapter, the themes of grief, familial disconnect, and the quest for
personal identity resonate deeply. Jerry’s experience highlights the painful process of
coming to terms with loss and the struggles inherent in forging a sense of self in the
aftermath. As Jerry tries to navigate through his grief, the narrative underscores the
importance of emotional connection and the challenges of finding a sense of purpose
when faced with profound personal loss. His journey becomes not only about mourning
the past but also about seeking a future that can offer more than just



survival—something that gives meaning to his life amid the tragedy that has defined
it.



Chapter 10

Chapter 10 of The Chocolate War finds Archie reluctantly acknowledging the successful
dramatization of the chocolate sale by Brother Leon, which has placed increasing
pressure on him and The Vigils. The chapter opens with a special assembly designed
to rally the student body around the sale, where Brother Leon introduces ten large
cardboard posters listing the names of every student, alongside spaces to record their
chocolate sales. The assembly begins with the usual prayers, but the mood quickly
shifts as the posters, unable to stick to the concrete walls, cause some humorous
disruption. This unexpected mishap provides a brief comic relief, but it doesn't deter
Brother Leon, who continues his plan to stir up enthusiasm for the sale. Despite the
disruptions, the atmosphere shifts as Brother Leon’s speech grows more intense,
focusing on the importance of school spirit and the need for funds to support Trinity,
as he sets the stage for the increased chocolate sales quotas.

Brother Leon’s speech becomes a powerful blend of manipulation and nostalgia as he
urges the students to view their chocolate sales as a matter of pride for the school’s
legacy. The stakes are raised when Leon announces that the sales quota has been
doubled to fifty boxes per student, a move intended to intensify the sense of
obligation. He emphasizes the importance of this contribution to the school’s survival
and calls on the students to rise to the occasion, invoking a sense of collective
responsibility. The urgency of his message is clear: these sales are no longer just
about fundraising but about securing the very future of Trinity, using both guilt and
pride as his main tools. Despite the motivation behind his words, Archie begins to feel
a slight unease as Leon’s fervor grows, leading him to reflect on the complexities of his
role in this scheme. As the weight of the situation sinks in, Archie’s internal conflict
grows as he wrestles with his own part in the chocolate sale’s success and his desire to
maintain control.



As Brother Leon continues with his speech, Archie’s thoughts drift, focusing on the
earlier Vigil meeting where he had guaranteed his support for the chocolate sale,
despite his peers’ initial reluctance. At the meeting, Archie had argued passionately
that The Vigils needed to endorse the event to showcase their influence, convincing
the others that it was a matter of maintaining their authority. However, listening to
Leon’s overly dramatic speech now, doubts begin to creep into Archie’s mind, as the
exaggerated enthusiasm from Brother Leon feels less genuine and more like a power
play. Archie begins to question whether he made the right call in backing the sale, as
he now sees the pressure mounting not just on him but on his peers. He reflects on his
strategy for handling the increased quota, knowing that, while he has always managed
to avoid selling chocolates himself, this year’s plan will require more finesse. Archie’s
usual method has been to delegate the responsibility, giving others the task of selling
while keeping his own hands clean. However, he realizes that this year he will
distribute the workload more evenly, ensuring each person only has to sell ten boxes.
By framing his strategy as fair and compassionate, Archie justifies his decision,
although the underlying intention remains to maintain control over The Vigils’
operations. As he sits back, satisfied with his calculated approach, he exhibits both his
arrogance and a misplaced sense of fairness, showing how his manipulation skills
remain sharp even as his doubts about Brother Leon’s methods grow. This moment
sets the stage for Archie’s ongoing internal struggle, balancing the need for control
with the demands of the increasing pressure surrounding him.



Chapter 11

Chapter 11 of The Chocolate War begins with a sudden eruption of chaos in Room
Nineteen, triggered when Brian Kelly, inadvertently, collapses his chair. This mishap
sets off a chain reaction, as Albert LeBlanc moves down the aisle, knocking over a
desk, causing vibrations that bring down even more furniture. As John Lowe prepares
to sit, his desk disintegrates beneath him, leading to astonished gasps from the
students. What started as a simple, accidental incident quickly escalates into a frenzy
as the students, filled with excitement, begin testing other desks to see if they too will
collapse. The room, once orderly, turns into a scene of reckless enjoyment as the
students gleefully watch the destruction unfold. The noise grows louder, heightening
the sense of chaos, as the students lose themselves in the thrill of the unexpected
disarray. The room becomes a stage for the unintentional performance, and the
audience—fully engaged—has no intention of halting the spectacle anytime soon.

Brother Eugene, alarmed by the noise and disruption, enters the room to restore order.
His attempt to stabilize his desk fails when it tips over, and his chair also succumbs to
the same fate as the rest of the furniture. His efforts to regain control of the room are
futile, as the students, caught in the excitement of the unfolding destruction, cheer
and egg each other on. The Vigils, a secretive and influential group within the school,
are celebrated by the students, as they are believed to be behind the chaos. Archie,
standing back and watching the events unfold, enjoys the spectacle, timing the
destruction as it happens. He views this moment as a triumph, knowing that this event
will go down in the history of Trinity, a moment future students will remember. His
glee reflects his enjoyment of seeing control slip away from the authority figures
around him, as he relishes in the power of chaos and the knowledge that he played a
role in it.



The madness reaches a climax when the blackboard crashes to the floor, drawing the
attention of Brother Leon, who enters the room, visibly shaken. Upon seeing the
destruction, he immediately recognizes Archie as the mastermind behind the chaos,
his temper flaring as he accuses Archie of failing to keep order. Brother Leon’s
authority is clearly threatened, and he asserts his control over Archie, grabbing his
shoulder to emphasize his power. He warns Archie about the consequences of his
actions, particularly the impact it may have on the upcoming chocolate sale, a task
that has already proven to be a significant challenge for the students. Archie, ever
quick on his feet, instinctively denies his involvement in the destruction, refusing to
take responsibility for the chaos that he orchestrated. His usual tactic of evasion
comes into play as he remains calm and deflects blame, unwilling to admit his role in
the incident. The dynamic between Archie and Brother Leon intensifies as the latter's
frustration grows, but Archie maintains his defiance, carefully avoiding the admission
of guilt that might compromise his position.

As the situation outside the classroom escalates, more students gather, drawn in by
the commotion caused by the destruction inside. Once Archie is released from Brother
Leon’s grip, he surveys the aftermath with satisfaction. The destruction, which he
knows he masterminded, gives him a sense of accomplishment, even though it leaves
Brother Eugene visibly distressed. Archie savors the moment, knowing that his actions
will be remembered by those who witnessed it, further cementing his influence at
Trinity. Despite the discomfort caused by the chaos, Archie finds joy in the disruption,
dismissing Brother Leon’s authority and relishing in the power he exerts over his
peers. This contrast between the authority figures, trying to maintain order, and the
students, embracing disorder, highlights the ongoing struggle for control at Trinity.
Archie’s role in the destruction of Room Nineteen serves as a reminder of the influence
the Vigils have over the school, even as the chaos they create continues to challenge
the established hierarchy. As the chapter ends, Archie’s satisfaction in the bedlam he’s
created underscores his mastery in manipulating situations for his own benefit, leaving
the classroom and the larger school community forever altered by the events that
unfolded.



Chapter 12

Chapter 12 of The Chocolate War is filled with a palpable sense of tension during
football practice, as Coach’s rising frustration with the freshmen’s performance
becomes increasingly evident. His voice, strained and hoarse from constant shouting,
adds weight to the atmosphere, signaling just how far the freshmen fall short of his
expectations. Jerry, battered from previous plays and mentally exhausted, does his
best to shake off his injuries, focusing on getting through the practice. As he takes his
place behind Adamo, the center, Jerry knows that the coach set up the scrimmage to
test the freshmen against varsity players, but the results have been far from
impressive. This failure, in turn, has intensified the coach's anger, further dampening
the morale of the team. Without a moment to catch their breath, the coach
immediately calls the next play, adding to the sense of urgency and disappointment.
This lack of cohesion in the team is becoming evident, and the tension in the room
grows as the coach pushes them forward, seemingly unconcerned with their
exhaustion or lack of progress.

The next play is set up specifically to challenge Carter, a dominant varsity player,
creating an opportunity for the younger athletes to be tested in real game conditions,
even if the chances of succeeding are slim. This tradition, where younger players face
off against established stars, is meant to give them valuable experience, but it often
highlights just how outmatched they are. Jerry cannot forget the sting of his previous
encounter with Carter, when he had been easily tackled, his pride wounded by the
sheer strength of the varsity player. The memory of that moment lingers, serving as a
painful reminder of how far Jerry still has to go to prove himself on the field. However,
rather than succumbing to the humiliation, Jerry channels his determination into
focusing on doing better this time around. He clings to the hope that success is just
within reach, if only he can execute the next play perfectly and finally start proving his



worth to both himself and his teammates. The weight of his past mistakes drives him
forward, even as the pressure mounts.

As the next play begins, Jerry’s mind sharpens with a renewed sense of purpose. He
calls the play with a firm voice, hoping to shake off the lingering nervousness and
channel his frustration into action. His eyes scan the field and land on Goober
downfield, a symbol of hope and teamwork that keeps Jerry focused on the goal. With
a mix of determination and anxiety, Jerry dodges a series of obstacles in his path,
concentrating fully on delivering a perfect pass to Goober. The throw is clean and
accurate, and Goober catches it with precision, scoring a crucial point for the team.
The moment is brief but significant, as Jerry feels a rush of elation sweep over him. For
a fleeting instant, the tension in the air lifts, and the team erupts in cheers. Even
Coach, though stern in his usual demeanor, offers rare praise to Jerry, acknowledging
the success in the midst of a challenging practice. This moment of positive
reinforcement, though small, carries significant weight in a space where criticism is
more common than praise. It marks a temporary victory for Jerry, reinforcing the idea
that despite the challenges, persistence can lead to moments of success.

Yet, as practice winds down and Jerry’s brief joy from the play lingers, a new source of
tension emerges. As he heads to his locker, exhausted but somewhat uplifted by the
praise, he notices a letter taped to the door. With a sense of dread, he opens the
letter, revealing that it is a summons from The Vigils, indicating another assignment
awaits him. This letter, appearing just after his success on the field, brings Jerry back
to the harsh reality of his life outside of sports. The contrast between the momentary
triumph on the football field and the looming threat of the Vigils is stark. It underscores
the constant balancing act Jerry must maintain between pursuing personal growth and
facing the manipulative forces that seem to control his life at school. The letter is a
stark reminder that Jerry’s actions, both on the field and in his personal life, are
constantly being shaped by external pressures. It leaves him questioning what’s
next—will he be able to continue his resistance, or will he be forced to submit to the
demands placed on him? The tension between his fleeting success in football and the
ongoing manipulation by The Vigils highlights the emotional complexity of Jerry's



journey, leaving him uncertain about his future choices.



Chapter 13

Chapter 13 of The Chocolate War opens with Brother Leon cheerfully conducting a roll
call, a stark contrast to the turmoil experienced by The Goober. While Brother Leon
takes pleasure in his role as the orchestrator of the chocolate sale, using it as an
opportunity to stir school spirit and create unity among students, The Goober is
wrestling with deeper emotional issues. The memory of the Room Nineteen incident
continues to haunt him, leaving him in a state of shock and depression. Initially, The
Goober had been seen as an accidental hero by his peers for his involvement, but over
time, this status faded, and he found himself more isolated. Rumors started to
circulate, causing a divide between him and his classmates. The Goober is left to
grapple with a sense of guilt, unsure of how to face the ongoing consequences of the
incident.

As Brother Leon calls out the names of his students, The Goober grows increasingly
nervous, feeling the weight of the room’s scrutiny. Every roll call intensifies his
anxiety, and the expectations of having to sell fifty boxes of chocolates weigh heavily
on him. Despite his fear and discomfort, he reluctantly accepts the task, seeing it as a
way to avoid further attention. However, his mind constantly drifts back to the guilt he
feels from the Room Nineteen incident, particularly in regard to Brother Eugene’s fate.
The repair of Room Nineteen does little to soothe his conscience; rather, it serves as a
grim reminder of the emotional and physical consequences that came with the event.
His mind is consumed by this guilt, and the chocolate sale has become yet another
symbol of the weight of his actions. It becomes increasingly clear that The Goober’s
internal struggles, particularly his feelings of shame and isolation, will have lasting
consequences on his ability to engage in the community around him.

A turning point arrives when Brother Leon calls upon Jerry Renault, a student who has
become a focal point for defiance. In a moment of surprise, Jerry rejects the chocolate



sale altogether, refusing to participate in an act that has become mandatory for
everyone else. This refusal shocks the entire classroom, including The Goober, who
watches in disbelief as the tension builds. Jerry’s bold decision to stand firm is a clear
act of rebellion, one that directly challenges both Brother Leon’s authority and the
established norms of the school. The classroom falls into an intense silence as
everyone processes what Jerry’s defiance means for the dynamic of their relationships
with authority. Brother Leon’s reaction, though initially masked by an attempt to
maintain control, reveals his own vulnerability as he struggles to regain the upper
hand. Jerry’s simple yet powerful act of resistance serves as a stark reminder of the
power of individual choices to disrupt even the most controlled environments.

As the class is dismissed, Brother Leon’s unsettling smile, which he attempts to
maintain, symbolizes the divide between those who comply with authority and those
who resist it. The scene illustrates the emotional complexities of the students, with
some complying and others, like Jerry, openly rejecting the expectations placed on
them. For The Goober, this moment marks a painful realization that compliance with
authority might come at the cost of his own integrity. His inner turmoil deepens as he
questions where his own place is within this divided school system, where personal
desires and social pressures collide. The chapter concludes by highlighting the growing
emotional landscape within the classroom, with tension building around the themes of
individuality, conformity, and rebellion. The Goober’s internal conflict and Jerry’s public
defiance set the stage for further examination of authority, loyalty, and personal
sacrifice, making it clear that the pressure to conform will continue to shape the
students’ journeys in ways they cannot yet fully understand.



Chapter 14

Chapter 14 of The Chocolate War focuses on the challenges faced by students as they
participate in the school’s chocolate sale, particularly highlighting the pressures felt by
John Sulkey. John approaches the sale with enthusiasm, knowing that it offers him an
opportunity to engage with the community and earn recognition. Every year, he
carefully compiles a list of reliable customers, including his Aunt Agnes, Father
O'Toole, and the Thorntons, who are always eager to support a good cause. However,
this year’s goal is much more daunting—fifty boxes, significantly higher than previous
years. John, although confident and motivated by past achievements such as winning a
special award for his sales efforts, can’t ignore the added pressure from the increased
quota set by Brother Leon. He’s aware that the task ahead will require more than just
the usual effort, and the weight of meeting this higher expectation hangs over him as
he begins the sales process.

As the classroom dynamic shifts, there’s a palpable tension among the students as
they await their turn to report their sales figures. Although laughter fills the air, it’s a
thin mask over the underlying anxiety, particularly regarding Jerry Renault. Jerry has
steadfastly refused to participate in the chocolate sale, and his defiance draws
attention and concern from his peers. His refusal to comply with Brother Leon’s orders
puts him at odds with the rest of the class, intensifying the pressure felt by other
students to meet their sales goals. The air is thick with discomfort, as the other
students navigate their own conflicting emotions—fearing the repercussions of failure
while also grappling with their varying levels of commitment to the sale. Jerry’s stance
becomes a focal point, highlighting the wider conflict between personal integrity and
the demand for conformity that pervades their environment.

The chapter then shifts focus to Tubs Casper, who, unlike John Sulkey, has a more
personal reason for his participation in the sale. Tubs is desperately trying to sell



chocolates in his neighborhood, driven by a desire to buy a birthday gift for his
girlfriend, Rita. Struggling with the challenges of adolescence, Tubs’s motivations are
deeply tied to both emotional and financial pressures. The money he hopes to raise is
not just for a gift but also a symbol of his effort to gain affection and validation from
someone he cares about. Tubs’s hustle through the neighborhood is a reflection of the
complexities of teenage life, where desires for recognition, love, and financial stability
often intersect. In his pursuit of a simple bracelet for Rita, Tubs reveals how personal
struggles are intricately linked to broader societal expectations and pressures.

Meanwhile, Brother Leon becomes increasingly agitated with the progress of the
chocolate sale, showing signs of frustration with the students’ lackluster performance.
His mood shifts unpredictably, which creates an unsettling atmosphere in the
classroom, where students are left feeling anxious about the implications of failing to
meet his demands. Brian Cochran, the class treasurer, feels the weight of
responsibility and the pressure of being accountable for the sales figures, knowing that
Brother Leon’s mood can change rapidly based on the students' performance. This
dynamic points to the larger issues of authority and control within the school, where
Brother Leon’s erratic behavior further exacerbates the stress the students are already
facing. The tension in the room builds as the students try to navigate their way
through the sale, each dealing with their own internal battles, whether for recognition,
love, or personal integrity.

As the chapter continues, the heavy burden of the chocolate sale looms over the
students, revealing not just their need for recognition but also the personal struggles
they face in their teenage years. The sale, which was intended to be a simple
fundraiser, becomes a complex microcosm of the pressures that define their
lives—social expectations, authority, peer influence, and personal desires all
intertwine. Themes of loyalty, pressure, and the complex nature of adolescence are
explored as each character wrestles with their own motivations and challenges. The
chocolate sale becomes not just a task but a symbol of the larger forces at play in their
lives, forcing the students to confront their desires, their relationships with authority,
and the compromises they are willing to make to meet expectations.



Chapter 15

Chapter 15 of The Chocolate War delves into the intricate dynamics of power and
manipulation between Emile Janza and Archie. The interaction begins with Emile
approaching Archie with a seemingly casual question about a photograph that doesn’t
even exist. The underlying tension in their exchange is palpable, as Emile’s curiosity
about the supposed photograph reveals his vulnerability. Archie, ever the master of
psychological manipulation, teases Emile about the photo, all while being acutely
aware of the volatile nature of his companion. Emile, clearly agitated by Archie’s
playful demeanor, presses for more answers, though the more Archie avoids the truth,
the more Emile’s discomfort grows. This back-and-forth is not merely a conversation
about a nonexistent photograph; it’s an encounter where power is subtly, yet
decisively, asserted. Despite the humor in Archie’s responses, it becomes evident that
he holds an advantage over Emile, whose frustration only amplifies the psychological
tension between them.

As the conversation continues, Archie reveals the backstory behind the supposed
photograph, a situation that takes a darker turn when he recalls the moment he
discovered Emile in a compromising situation. Archie remembers cutting class and
stumbling upon Emile in a restroom stall, a moment of vulnerability for Emile. Rather
than offering help, Archie chose to mock him, pretending to take a photo instead of
providing any support. This incident highlights Archie’s manipulative nature and his
ability to exploit others’ weaknesses for his own amusement. The irony in this scenario
is striking: Janza, known for his aggressive and intimidating personality, is now at the
mercy of someone who doesn’t need brute force to dominate him. Archie’s cleverness
becomes his weapon, using the fear and humiliation of Emile against him. The
photograph itself is a non-existent symbol of power, representing how the perception



of control can often be just as potent as actual authority, and how fear and
manipulation can be wielded to dominate someone like Emile.

The tension between the two intensifies as Emile’s initially playful attitude shifts to
something more serious, revealing the darker side of his personality. Emile, feeling the
weight of the situation and Archie’s manipulations, begins to show his true colors as he
asserts his control over others. He orders a nearby freshman to buy him cigarettes, a
clear display of his bullying nature. This moment serves to contrast Emile’s brute force
and intimidation with Archie’s more subtle but equally effective form of control. Where
Emile uses aggression and fear to command respect, Archie relies on his intelligence
and wit to bend the situation to his favor. This dynamic between the two characters
exemplifies the different ways in which power is wielded in their world. Emile’s actions
underscore his need to dominate others, while Archie’s ability to manipulate the
situation without resorting to violence speaks to his calculated approach to authority.

As the chapter progresses, Archie reflects on the nature of power and dominance
within the social structure at school. Both Archie and Emile, despite their different
methods, are categorized as victimizers in the school’s hierarchy. Archie, while not
physically aggressive, uses his psychological tactics to control situations and people,
making him a victimizer in his own right. On the other hand, Emile’s aggression is
more direct, but both characters share a similar desire for control. Archie, reflecting on
the roles people play in the social structure, sees himself and Emile as figures who
manipulate others to maintain their dominance. This reflection underscores the
complexity of their behavior and highlights the toxic power dynamics that permeate
the school. Their conversation serves as a broader commentary on how authority is
often maintained through fear, manipulation, and coercion, where individuals like
Archie thrive on psychological tactics while those like Emile rely on physical
intimidation. The contrasting methods of manipulation between the two characters
offer a layered examination of power and control, revealing how individuals navigate



complex social hierarchies to assert their dominance.

By the end of the chapter, the true nature of both characters is revealed, with Janza’s
crudeness and brute force contrasted with Archie’s cunning and subtlety. It becomes
clear that Archie’s influence is far-reaching, and his ability to control others with mere
words and psychological games makes him a far more dangerous character than
Emile. The chapter concludes with a chilling realization about the complexities of
power within their world, highlighting how easily individuals can become pawns in the
larger game of manipulation and control that defines their environment. The
interaction between Archie and Emile emphasizes that authority, respect, and power
are often based on perceptions rather than actions, and it underscores the
psychological depth of the school’s social dynamics.



Chapter 16

Chapter 16 of The Chocolate War introduces Caroni to a harsh and unexpected reality
when he receives a failing grade from Brother Leon, a teacher he had always
respected for his professionalism. This shock comes after Caroni has consistently
performed well academically, making the sudden 'F' feel like a devastating blow. His
excellent exam scores and consistent dedication to his studies had made the grade
even more difficult to comprehend. The failure weighs heavily on Caroni’s mind,
leaving him feeling confused, betrayed, and desperate for answers. What seemed like
an ordinary classroom interaction turns into a pivotal moment that challenges his
perception of authority and fairness within the school environment.

Brother Leon tries to offer some comfort, suggesting that mistakes happen and that
teachers are only human, attempting to ease Caroni’s shock. However, as the
conversation continues, Caroni begins to sense that there’s a hidden agenda behind
his teacher’s words. The initial reassurance is soon overshadowed by a darker
undertone as Brother Leon subtly shifts the focus of their discussion to the ongoing
chocolate sale and the defiance of Jerry Renault, who has refused to participate. Caroni
starts to piece together the implications of what is happening. The connection between
his grade and Renault's rebellion becomes apparent, as Caroni realizes that his
academic fate may not be as disconnected from the school’s manipulative campaign
as it initially seemed. This shift in the conversation forces Caroni to question whether
his academic performance is truly the result of his abilities or if it is being manipulated
by outside forces, particularly the Vigils, a secretive and powerful group within the
school.

The tone of the conversation begins to shift as Brother Leon moves from a seemingly
sympathetic mentor to a more calculating figure. He presses Caroni to consider the
consequences of Jerry Renault’s actions, which ultimately tie into the chocolate sale,



subtly reinforcing the pressure to comply with the school’s agenda. The teacher’s
approach becomes increasingly manipulative as he continues to tie Caroni’s grade to
Renault's refusal to sell chocolates, making it clear that the repercussions are not
solely academic but are tied to the power structures within the school. Caroni, already
feeling vulnerable and confused, begins to understand the broader implications of this
conversation. He realizes that his academic future may be at risk, not because of his
performance, but because of the coercive influence of the Vigils and Brother Leon's
subtle threats. This realization deepens Caroni's sense of betrayal, as he is forced to
confront the idea that his integrity and choices are being compromised by the
authority figures he once trusted.

As the conversation continues, Caroni feels the weight of existential pressure to
comply with the demands placed on him. The subtle coercion becomes more evident
as Brother Leon continues to assure him that his failing grade could be reconsidered,
but only if he aligns himself with the expectations of the school and the Vigils. The
realization that his grade is tied not to his effort or ability, but to his willingness to
conform, shakes Caroni’s sense of self. He had always prided himself on his academic
success, but now he feels increasingly trapped in a system that values obedience over
integrity. The power dynamics at play are undeniable, and Caroni is forced to confront
the uncomfortable truth that his actions may no longer be solely his own. His moral
compass, which once guided his decisions, now feels uncertain as he navigates the
pressure to comply with an unjust system.

The chapter culminates in Caroni’s recognition that allegiance and integrity are often
sacrificed in the face of authority and peer pressure. His inner turmoil reaches a
breaking point as he feels a profound sense of nausea and desire to escape the stifling
environment that had once been a place of respect and learning. The moral
compromises that underpin the school’s system are laid bare, and Caroni is left
grappling with the harsh realities of the world around him. This pivotal moment in the
narrative highlights the themes of manipulation and ethical compromise, underscoring
the tension between personal integrity and the corrosive influence of authority.
Caroni’s internal struggle reveals the complexity of the moral choices he faces,



offering a poignant commentary on the challenges of standing up for one’s beliefs in a
system that rewards conformity over individual thought.



Chapter 17

Chapter 17 of The Chocolate War builds up an intense atmosphere during the roll call
in Brother Leon’s classroom, where the students’ responses regarding their chocolate
sales highlight the weight of the ongoing assignment. The Goober, nervously waiting
for Jerry Renault’s turn, is acutely aware of the internal struggle Jerry has been facing
due to his refusal to sell chocolates as part of a Vigils assignment. Jerry’s decision to
resist has impacted his life in significant ways, affecting his performance in football
and even drawing concern from their coach, who notices Jerry’s distracted state.
Despite their limited interactions, The Goober understands that Jerry is planning to end
his involvement with the assignment the following day, marking a pivotal moment in
Jerry’s resistance. This knowledge adds a layer of tension to the situation, as The
Goober watches the ripple effects of Jerry’s defiance impact not only his own life but
the lives of others around him. Jerry’s choice to reject the chocolate sale is not merely
an act of rebellion; it signifies a challenge to the societal and institutional pressures
that define their world.

Brother Leon conducts the roll call with his usual polished demeanor, as if everything is
proceeding as expected. The classroom, filled with the rhythmic chanting of students
reporting their chocolate sales, offers an illusion of conformity and routine. However,
as the roll progresses, an undercurrent of tension begins to build, especially as Jerry’s
name approaches. The atmosphere in the room changes; the air seems heavier, as
everyone anticipates what Jerry will say when asked about his chocolate sales. This
moment becomes pivotal, not just for Jerry but for everyone present in the classroom,
as it marks a break in the routine and a shift in power dynamics. When Jerry’s turn
finally comes, he delivers a single, resolute word: “No!” His refusal to comply with the
chocolate sale assignment stands in stark contrast to the expectations of the class and
Brother Leon. In that moment, the entire room is frozen in silence, the weight of Jerry’s



decision hanging in the air. This response, simple yet powerful, signifies not just Jerry’s
personal defiance but also a broader resistance to the expectations imposed on him, a
moment of rebellion that disrupts the classroom’s established order.

The Goober, observing Jerry’s defiance, is struck by the gravity of the situation. The
shock of the moment is palpable, not only for him but for the rest of the class, who are
now forced to confront Jerry’s bold stance. Brother Leon, initially stunned, attempts to
regain control of the situation, trying to steer the classroom back to normalcy, but
Jerry remains unwavering. His refusal to participate in the chocolate sale becomes a
defining moment for him, highlighting his courage and resolve in the face of immense
social pressure. The room is filled with an eerie silence, a silence that signifies the
significance of Jerry’s actions. In this charged moment, it’s clear that Jerry’s decision is
more than just about chocolates; it’s about standing up for his principles, despite the
overwhelming force of authority and conformity. This moment of resistance challenges
not only Jerry’s personal beliefs but also the structure of power within the classroom
and, by extension, the entire school. For The Goober, this is a jarring realization, as he
has always known Jerry as someone who could be counted on, but now Jerry is
revealing a new side of himself—a side that refuses to bow down to the pressures of
authority.

As Jerry’s firm stance becomes clear, his rebellion against the chocolate sale
assignment takes on a new significance, highlighting the deeper themes of conformity
and resistance within the story. This moment is not merely about Jerry’s rejection of an
assignment; it reflects his broader struggle against the expectations of his peers, the
Vigils, and the oppressive structures within his school. Jerry’s decision to stand up
against the system also forces The Goober to reflect on his own role in this
environment. While Jerry’s resistance to the Vigils and Brother Leon is a bold
declaration of autonomy, it also isolates him, leaving him vulnerable to further
pressure and consequences. The silence that follows Jerry’s “No” encapsulates the
emotional weight of his decision, representing not only the personal cost of defiance
but also the larger social and psychological battle that will continue to shape Jerry’s
journey. As the chapter closes, it’s clear that this pivotal moment will resonate



throughout the story, marking a turning point in Jerry’s evolution as he grapples with
the cost of rebellion and the implications of his actions for both himself and those
around him.



Chapter 18

Chapter 18 of The Chocolate War takes readers deep into Jerry’s internal world as he
wrestles with the growing realization that his defiance against Brother Leon is taking a
significant emotional toll on him. The chapter opens with Jerry grappling with a series
of existential thoughts that force him to reflect on the choices he has made. His mind
races with self-questioning, and the weight of his decisions starts to feel suffocating.
He envisions himself as both the interrogator and the one being interrogated, trapped
within the confines of his own bed and thoughts. This image is powerful, as Jerry finds
himself tangled in his own confusion and frustrations, symbolized by the literal and
metaphorical entanglement in his sheets. The weight of his mortality is felt more
keenly in these moments of reflection, especially when memories of his mother, who
has passed away, resurface. These thoughts prompt Jerry to examine the broader
concepts of life and death, further deepening his sense of isolation and confusion.

As the night wears on, Jerry's insomnia worsens, and he is consumed with thoughts of
the cruelty and manipulation he faces from Brother Leon. The psychological games
that Brother Leon plays with him and other students, such as Bailey, weigh heavily on
Jerry's mind. What seemed like a relief when he initially completed the chocolate sale
assignment becomes clouded by the realization that Leon’s tactics go far beyond
simple academic expectations. Jerry feels emotionally drained from the constant
torment, as the oppressive environment within the school continues to affect him. He
is weary of the psychological pressure and begins to see the toll it’s taking on both his
physical and mental state. The very idea of Brother Leon, with his manipulative ways,
becomes a source of constant tension, and Jerry cannot escape the grip this situation
has on him. It seems that every action he takes only draws him deeper into this web of
control and mental exhaustion.



Despite Jerry's frustration with the ongoing psychological games, there is a defining
moment in the chapter when he unexpectedly asserts his defiance in a seemingly
small but significant way. During roll call, when Brother Leon calls his name, Jerry
surprises both himself and Leon by simply stating "No." This is a striking moment of
rebellion, a brief but powerful stand against the authority that has tormented him. The
act, while minor in the grand scheme of things, represents Jerry’s desire to regain
control and push back against the forces that have held him captive emotionally.
Leon’s reaction, though subtle, reveals a vulnerability within the teacher that Jerry had
not previously recognized. For Jerry, this moment of defiance becomes a mixture of
empathy and disgust—he feels pity for Leon but also sees him for what he truly is: a
figure of authority caught in his own personal struggles. This interaction complicates
Jerry’s emotions further, as it highlights the complexity of power dynamics at play in
their relationship, adding layers to the psychological tension that defines their
interactions.

As the chapter continues, Jerry’s feelings of isolation deepen. He is increasingly
burdened by the secret he carries—his defiance against the school's demands and the
way it isolates him from his peers. He briefly considers confiding in Goober, believing
that sharing his feelings might lighten the emotional load he has been carrying.
However, Jerry ultimately decides against it, feeling that revealing his internal conflict
would not necessarily relieve his burden. Instead, he resolves to endure the situation
until the chocolate sale assignment comes to an end. This decision, while reflective of
his ongoing struggle, also highlights Jerry’s desire to maintain control over the
situation by not revealing his vulnerability. At this point, Jerry is still holding onto the
hope that once the assignment ends, things will return to some semblance of
normalcy.

However, despite his resolve, the chapter ends with a palpable sense of discontent.
Jerry feels disconnected from his peers and, in a moment of introspection, begins to
question the life he is living. The pressure to conform is ever-present, and Jerry’s
internal struggle between rebellion and compliance intensifies. His longing for
normalcy and connection, symbolized by the fleeting image of a girl who captivates his



attention, becomes more pronounced. In this brief moment, the girl represents a sense
of hope, a desire for something beyond the confines of his internal and external
struggles. Yet, despite this longing, Jerry remains ensnared in his cycle of self-
reflection and disillusionment. His mental and emotional exhaustion is evident as he
faces the harsh reality that, despite his defiance, the oppressive system surrounding
him continues to dictate the course of his life. This chapter reveals the depth of Jerry’s
internal conflict and sets the stage for further exploration of his journey toward self-
awareness and the complexities of resisting authority. The battle between rebellion
and conformity continues to define his character arc, and the consequences of his
choices are yet to unfold.



Chapter 19

Chapter 19 of The Chocolate War delves deeply into Jerry’s emotional and physical
struggle following his decision to refuse selling chocolates for the school fundraiser.
The effects of his rebellion become tangible, as Jerry feels drained, like he’s suffering
from a hangover. His mind races with worries, from the upcoming geography test to
the realization that his defiance against Brother Leon has attracted attention far
beyond his own internal conflict. This realization comes when a junior student
approaches him, acknowledging the bravery of Jerry’s stance against Brother Leon.
Surprised by this, Jerry hadn’t realized that his small act of rebellion had already
started to reverberate throughout the student body. It forces him to reckon with the
idea that his actions are no longer just personal; they have started to affect others in
ways he hadn’t expected. This unexpected recognition becomes both a source of pride
and a source of additional pressure, as Jerry finds himself caught between the
admiration of his peers and the isolation of his defiance.

As Jerry steps onto the school grounds, he encounters Goober, who appears troubled
and concerned about the potential consequences of Jerry’s refusal to participate in the
chocolate sale. Goober suggests that Brother Leon might retaliate, warning Jerry about
the impact of his actions, which hints at the serious repercussions Jerry might soon
face. Although Jerry downplays his actions, claiming that his refusal is insignificant
compared to the overall apathy of the student body, Goober continues to show his
concern, urging him to reconsider the potential fallout. Despite Goober’s warnings,
Jerry holds firm in his belief that he made the right decision. He reflects on the deeper
importance of his stand, acknowledging that while the admiration from his peers is
somewhat comforting, it also brings with it a sense of guilt. The admiration feels like a
double-edged sword, as it forces Jerry to confront the fact that his act of defiance has
drawn attention, both positive and negative. As he continues to navigate his choices,



Jerry feels torn between the validation he’s received and the loneliness it has brought
into his life, realizing that rebellion often comes with unforeseen costs.

This conversation between Jerry and Goober reveals a significant shift in Goober’s
usual optimistic and easygoing personality. The stress of the situation is taking a toll
on Goober, who is now visibly troubled by the tension surrounding the chocolate sale.
Goober, who once appeared unaffected by the pressures of the school, now seems to
be burdened by the potential fallout from Jerry’s actions. This change in Goober’s
demeanor underscores the ripple effect Jerry’s refusal has had on their friendship and
on the emotional stability of those around him. The tension between the two friends
grows as Jerry is forced to reckon with the implications of his actions, especially when
it begins to affect Goober's well-being. While they try to carry on with the usual banter
and distractions at school, Jerry feels the weight of his rebellion in the quiet moments,
like when he reflects on the motivational poster he placed on his locker. The poster
had been meant to inspire him, but now it seems to symbolize the deeper existential
questions that Jerry faces about the nature of his actions, the cost of rebellion, and the
struggles against societal norms. These moments of introspection continue to trouble
him, as he wonders whether his fight against conformity is truly worth the isolation it
brings.

The chapter shifts into a more intense moment when Jerry faces Brother Leon during
the roll call in class, with the charged atmosphere in the room mirroring the growing
tension in Jerry’s heart. As Jerry’s name is called, the weight of his earlier decision to
refuse the chocolates bears down on him even more. He is painfully aware of the eyes
on him, both those of his peers and Brother Leon, and despite the intense pressure
mounting on him, he remains resolute. When his turn comes, Jerry once again refuses
to accept the chocolates, a simple but powerful gesture of defiance that leaves him
feeling more isolated than ever. This decision, while empowering in its assertion of his
individuality, fills Jerry with a deep sense of loneliness. He realizes that by refusing to
conform, he has set himself apart from the rest of the class, leading to feelings of
despondency. Jerry’s emotional turmoil becomes palpable as he feels like a solitary
figure lost in a vast, indifferent universe, disconnected from the very classmates who



once surrounded him. The chapter ends on this somber note, emphasizing Jerry’s inner
struggle as he wrestles with the consequences of standing firm in his beliefs. His
journey is marked by this complex internal conflict—caught between the desire for
rebellion and the heavy toll it takes on his sense of belonging and identity. The
moment is a stark reminder of the emotional costs that accompany the pursuit of
individuality in the face of overwhelming pressure.



Chapter 20

Chapter 20 of The Chocolate War vividly portrays the power dynamics at play within
the school, specifically showcasing the influence of the Vigils, a powerful student group
led by the manipulative Archie. The chaos in Brother Jacques' U.S. History class serves
as a stark demonstration of this control. The chapter opens with a disruptive sequence
that has become routine for the students. Whenever Brother Jacques mentions the
word "environment," the class erupts into a bizarre display of energy, with students
jumping up and down in silence. This seemingly random outburst is no accident but a
planned prank by Archie, a spectacle that has been unfolding for over a week. Brother
Jacques, a young and relatively inexperienced teacher, is clearly unsettled by the
bizarre behavior but chooses not to intervene, perhaps thinking it is just a temporary
joke. While the teacher remains passive, Obie, a member of the Vigils, observes the
absurdity of the situation. He knows full well that Archie is the mastermind behind the
disruption, but the rest of the class chooses to feign ignorance and go along with the
spectacle. Obie feels frustrated by the entire scenario, caught between his
involvement in the Vigils and his increasing discomfort with Archie’s manipulation of
the situation.

Despite the rising tension, Archie pushes forward with his plans, turning the disruption
into a larger campaign against Brother Jacques. The aim of this prank, as explained by
Archie, is to reduce the teacher's vocabulary by making the class mock him every time
he uses the word "environment." Though Obie is not entirely on board with the idea,
he is reluctantly drawn into it, knowing that he will be tasked with ensuring that the
word is mentioned repeatedly by the teacher. This responsibility weighs heavily on
Obie, who is exhausted by the endless manipulation he must help carry out. He is
increasingly disillusioned with Archie’s need to control every aspect of the class and
his peers. The students, while participating in the prank, are not fully invested in it.



Most of them, like Obie, are beginning to recognize the futility of their actions, yet they
continue to go along with Archie’s whims, understanding that resistance would only
lead to further complications. The classroom becomes a stage for Archie’s dominance,
and Obie finds himself becoming more irritated with every passing moment, realizing
that his involvement in these pranks is diminishing his sense of agency.

The power balance shifts unexpectedly in the latter part of the chapter when Brother
Jacques, who has clearly been informed of the situation, decides to take control in a
surprising way. Rather than allowing the students to continue mocking him, he begins
to play along with their antics, encouraging them to jump up whenever the word
"environment" is mentioned. This reversal of roles catches Obie off guard and adds a
layer of complexity to the dynamic. Instead of being the orchestrator of the joke, Obie
becomes a passive participant in it, realizing that the joke he had been so carefully
maintaining is no longer under his control. The shift in power creates a deep sense of
discomfort for Obie, and as he watches the students play along, he feels a mix of
anger and humiliation. His role in the prank, which he had been performing out of
obligation to Archie, has been undermined, and he now sees how powerless he is in
the face of the teacher's unexpected response. When Obie leaves the classroom, his
frustration boils over. He vows to get revenge on Archie, who remains unfazed by the
chaos he has caused, smiling as if nothing is out of the ordinary. This moment of
rebellion against Archie’s control represents a small but significant shift in Obie’s
mindset. His anger is not just directed at the prank but also at the manipulation and
power plays that have been a constant part of his life within the Vigils.

This chapter encapsulates the broader themes of authority, control, and resistance
that define the environment at Trinity. The manipulation of the students by Archie and
the unexpected counterattack by Brother Jacques illustrate the complexity of power
dynamics within the school. While the students are often portrayed as pawns in
Archie’s schemes, Brother Jacques’s sudden shift in tactics reminds them that even the
most seemingly passive figures have the ability to reclaim control. The absurdity of the
situation underscores the tension between the students’ desire to break free from the
authority imposed on them and the teachers’ ability to respond to their antics. In the



end, Chapter 20 serves as a turning point for Obie, who begins to question his role
within the Vigils and the broader power structures at play in his life. His internal
conflict deepens as he confronts the consequences of his participation in these
manipulations and realizes that the rebellion against authority that he had once
supported may not always be as righteous as it seems.



Chapter 21

Chapter 21 of The Chocolate War delves into Kevin Chartier's struggles as he faces the
disappointing reality of the chocolate sale fundraiser. After visiting seven houses with
no success, Kevin becomes disheartened and frustrated, realizing the challenge ahead
of him. In an attempt to alleviate his feelings of failure, he calls his friend Danny
Arcangelo, but Danny has little better luck, managing to sell only one box to his
diabetic aunt. The two friends laugh about their shared difficulties but also turn their
attention to Renault, a freshman who has refused to participate in the sale altogether.
Kevin begins to admire Renault’s courage, feeling conflicted and wondering if the
freshman’s rejection of the chocolate sale is the right course of action after all.

As their conversation continues, Kevin and Danny begin to explore the deeper issue at
hand: the pressure placed on them by both the school and the Vigils, a powerful group
within their student body. Kevin, particularly worried about the Vigils' potential
consequences, wonders how they will deal with Renault's defiance. The Vigils'
influence makes it clear that those who rebel against the school’s expectations, such
as Renault, will likely face severe backlash. This idea becomes even more apparent
when Howie Anderson, a well-regarded student, announces his refusal to sell
chocolates as well. Howie’s decision is made on principle, not personal reasons, and
his bold move encourages Kevin to reconsider his own position. Richy Rondell, another
student, supports Howie's decision and suggests they meet to declare their collective
refusal of the chocolate sale, signaling the start of a wider student resistance.

This shift toward collective action reflects a growing awareness among the students of
the systemic control they are under. Kevin begins to see the chocolate sale not as a



simple fundraiser but as a tool of the Vigils and the school administration to impose
control on the student body. As students like Howie, Richy, and Renault take a stand,
they begin to question the authority of the Vigils, a group that has manipulated
students for far too long. This new awareness starts to spread, and Kevin starts to
understand that their resistance is not just about refusing to sell chocolates but about
reclaiming their autonomy and resisting the broader culture of control within the
school.

The narrative then shifts to Archie Costello, a member of the Vigils, as he waits for
Obie in the gym. Archie is keenly aware of the growing resistance and the implications
of Renault’s refusal to comply with the chocolate sale. Obie shares the news that
Renault’s defiance is becoming a serious issue, with some students believing it is a
direct challenge to the Vigils’ authority. Archie realizes the potential threat Renault
poses to the Vigils, and the growing resistance among the students becomes even
more evident. Despite some students still following the mandate to sell chocolates, the
number of those questioning the task is steadily increasing. This division among the
student body creates an atmosphere of uncertainty, and Archie’s response to the
situation will determine how the Vigils maintain control over the school.

Archie, always calculating, takes the time to think about the best course of action.
Renault’s refusal is a direct challenge to the Vigils' power, and Archie understands that
this must be dealt with carefully. He begins to consider how best to confront Renault,
knowing that his rebellion could influence other students to follow suit. Archie also
realizes that the Vigils are already connected to Renault’s resistance, as it was the
Vigils who initially assigned him the task of selling chocolates. This complicates the
situation, and Archie begins to form a plan to address Renault’s actions while
maintaining control. As the chapter concludes, the atmosphere is filled with tension as
Archie prepares to take decisive action against Renault, fully aware of the
consequences that could follow.



In this chapter, the central theme of power and resistance comes to the forefront.
Renault’s defiance, along with the growing support from other students, signals a
turning point in the narrative. The Vigils’ power is being questioned, and the students’
collective resistance begins to shape the course of events. This chapter sets the stage
for a larger confrontation, where the stakes are higher, and the students' defiance
could have lasting consequences for the school’s power structure.



Chapter 22

Chapter 22 of The Chocolate War presents a tense and unsettling situation for Brian
Cochran, as he grapples with the anxiety caused by the alarming decline in sales for
the chocolate sale fundraiser. The previous day's drop was the sharpest yet, and Brian
feels the weight of the responsibility on his shoulders. His dread is intensified by the
knowledge that Brother Leon, the unpredictable and volatile teacher, will be the one to
hear the dismal figures. Leon has already made Brian feel inadequate with his previous
harsh criticism, and the task of presenting the sales totals seems like an
insurmountable challenge.

Despite his anxiety, Brian feels a small, unexpected surge of triumph as he prepares to
deliver the bad news to Leon. This moment offers Brian a sense of control, knowing
that he is the one in charge of revealing the troubling numbers. When Leon arrives to
hear the report, his presence is oppressive and intimidating. Brian informs him that the
sales figures have not only fallen short of expectations but have also dropped below
the totals from the previous year, which creates a serious problem for their current
fundraising quota. Leon’s reaction is immediate and sharp, questioning Brian’s
mathematical skills in a way that feels more like an attack than a mere inquiry. This
only fuels Brian’s frustration, though he tries to remain calm, suppressing any urge to
respond in kind.

The tension in the room escalates as Leon insists that Brian continue reading the sales
figures, forcing him to go through the list of students who have met or exceeded their
quotas. At first, Brian gains a sense of control over the pacing of the report, but as he
moves down the list, the numbers begin to decline, and his discomfort grows. Each
drop in the numbers feels like a heavier weight, especially when Brian is forced to
announce that one student, Renault, has sold nothing at all. This moment of failure
sets the stage for Leon’s manipulative response. Leon seizes on the opportunity to



claim that the overall decline in sales is due to what he describes as a "disease" of
apathy afflicting the students. In his eyes, Renault is the "carrier" of this malaise, and
he uses him as a scapegoat for the poor sales figures. This accusation intensifies the
power dynamics at play, showcasing Leon’s manipulative behavior and his tendency to
shift blame onto others to protect his own position.

As Brian listens to Leon's ominous declaration, he begins to realize that the teacher’s
fixation on Renault is not just about the sales figures but part of a larger strategy to
maintain control and manipulate the students. This moment of scapegoating highlights
the chilling nature of the power structure at their school, where a teacher’s anger and
frustration are directed not at the system itself but at an individual student. Renault,
who has already been marginalized, becomes the focal point of Leon’s frustrations,
and this marks a significant turning point in the narrative. The atmosphere becomes
even more oppressive as Leon uses Renault as a symbol of all that is wrong with the
student body, fostering an environment where fear and manipulation thrive.

The chapter ultimately underscores the toxic dynamics that are at play in the school,
with Brother Leon using his authority to shift blame and control the students. Brian’s
internal conflict intensifies as he witnesses this moment of manipulation, realizing that
Leon’s actions go beyond a simple reprimand—they are part of a broader pattern of
control and coercion. The fixation on Renault and the way in which he is scapegoated
for the sales decline serve as a metaphor for how power and authority are misused
within the school environment. Brian, who has already felt the weight of Leon's
influence, now finds himself caught in the midst of this power struggle, his growing
unease a reflection of the broader tension and conflict that will continue to unfold
throughout the story. The unsettling nature of the chapter highlights the pervasive
theme of manipulation and control, setting the stage for further challenges for Brian
and his classmates.



Chapter 23

Chapter 23 of The Chocolate War portrays a significant moment of emotional turmoil
for both Jerry and Goober. On a Wednesday, a day without football practice, the boys
are heading to the bus stop, with Jerry filled with anticipation as he hopes to see Ellen
Barrett, a girl he finds beautiful. Ellen has previously smiled at him, and this small
gesture ignites Jerry's hopes of perhaps building a connection with her. However, his
excitement quickly diminishes when Goober, unexpectedly and with a seriousness
Jerry has never seen before, announces that he is quitting the football team. Jerry is
taken aback, as he believed Goober, who had always enjoyed football, would never
consider such a drastic decision. Goober's words carry weight, signaling that
something deeper is at play, something far beyond their usual school troubles.

As they continue their walk to the bus stop, Goober struggles to explain his reasoning,
his hesitation revealing the complexity of the emotions he’s dealing with. He
eventually begins to discuss the recent departure of Brother Eugene, a pivotal figure at
their school, who has taken sick leave following the destruction of Room Nineteen. This
event, which has deeply shaken both boys, is especially significant to Goober, who
reflects on the cruelty and injustice he has witnessed at Trinity. It becomes clear that
Goober has been profoundly affected by the harsh and toxic environment of the
school, and he struggles to come to terms with how such acts of cruelty have become
normalized in their everyday lives. His words paint a picture of a school system rife
with fear, manipulation, and control, where kindness and decency seem to be in short
supply.

Jerry, trying to understand the full scope of Goober's emotions, asks what Eugene’s
departure and his own decision to quit football have in common. Goober, however, is
unable to fully express the depth of his feelings. He mentions the word "evil" and
references the Vigils, a secretive group at their school whose actions have contributed



to the pervasive toxic atmosphere. These words, though vague, are laden with
significance, pointing to the systematic cruelty and pressure exerted by the Vigils and
the wider school culture. Jerry, struggling to grasp the gravity of the situation, tries to
downplay the severity of Goober’s words, but Goober insists that these experiences
are not mere games or insignificant events—they are moments that have left deep
emotional scars on both of them. The conversation underscores the complex
psychological toll of the boys' experiences, highlighting the strain they are under and
their increasing awareness of the corruption around them.

Their conversation grows even more somber as Goober asks Jerry to sell the
chocolates, an act that symbolizes the broader pressures they both face within the
walls of Trinity. Selling the chocolates, something that Jerry has resisted doing,
becomes a metaphor for conformity, the expectations placed on them by the Vigils,
and the school’s broader culture of compliance. Jerry, in an attempt to offer some form
of solace, suggests that Goober reconsider playing football, believing it might help
Goober regain a sense of normalcy and connection to the world he once enjoyed. But
Goober, resolute in his decision, rejects this suggestion, refusing to return to a sport
and an environment that have become symbols of everything he despises about the
school. His refusal to participate in school activities marks a desire to separate himself
from the toxic, controlling nature of Trinity, a rejection of the oppressive forces that
have shaped his experience there.

The two boys fall into a heavy silence, each grappling with their own sense of
helplessness and the weight of their feelings. They share this quiet moment, which
speaks to the emotional burden they both carry as they try to make sense of the world
around them. Goober’s request to Jerry and his steadfast refusal to rejoin football
reflect the larger struggle they both face—how to assert their individuality in a system
that seems designed to break them down. The silence between them is filled with
unspoken understanding, an acknowledgment of the loss of innocence and the deep
sense of betrayal they both feel. When they finally arrive at the bus stop, Jerry’s hope
of seeing Ellen is dashed when they find out that she is not there. This absence



reinforces the sense of isolation that both boys feel, underscoring their emotional
distance from the world around them and from the people they long to connect with.

This chapter serves as a powerful exploration of Jerry and Goober’s emotional states,
as they both struggle with the realities of their school environment and their personal
dilemmas. The events that transpire reflect a turning point in their journey—one that
forces them to confront their beliefs, their fears, and their growing dissatisfaction with
the oppressive forces at Trinity. The rejection of conformity, whether through Goober’s
decision to quit football or Jerry’s refusal to sell the chocolates, represents an act of
resistance against the school’s toxic culture. Through these small acts of rebellion, the
boys begin to carve out spaces for themselves, asserting their autonomy in a world
that constantly seeks to diminish their voices. However, the absence of Ellen at the
bus stop serves as a poignant reminder that even these moments of self-assertion
come with a price, leaving Jerry and Goober to face the consequences of their actions
and the ongoing challenges of navigating a world that doesn’t always reward their
courage.



Chapter 24

Chapter 24 of The Chocolate War delves deeper into the mounting tension between
Archie and Brother Leon as the latter urgently calls Archie to address the failing
chocolate sale. With the sale already more than halfway through, Brother Leon is
increasingly frantic, as he realizes that half of the chocolates remain unsold, despite
their aggressive push for sales. This troubling development pushes Leon into a state of
panic, as he recognizes the financial consequences of the fundraiser’s failure. Although
Archie initially responds with a sense of defensiveness, questioning the true extent of
the problem, he listens as Leon intensifies the conversation, making it clear that this
crisis is significant. Leon accuses Archie of failing to be effective in motivating the
students to sell, though, as always, Archie maintains a calm composure, almost
relishing the pressure as he acknowledges Leon’s relentless demeanor. This exchange
reveals a deeper conflict, not just over the failing fundraiser but also over the power
dynamics between the two, with Archie’s ability to maintain control of the situation
and his own ego at stake.

Earlier in the day, Archie had received information from Brian Cochran, Leon’s
bookkeeper, which served as a precursor to the growing financial issues that Leon was
facing. Brian overheard a heated conversation between Leon and Brother Jacques,
during which Jacques criticized Leon for mismanaging the school's finances and taking
unnecessary financial risks. Specifically, Leon had used questionable funds to pay for
twenty thousand boxes of chocolates, which now seemed to be part of the unfolding
disaster. This information raises red flags about Leon’s ability to handle not only the
chocolate sale but also the broader financial stability of the school. The mention of
such financial mismanagement introduces a new layer to the stakes of the situation,
revealing that the failure of the chocolate sale might not just be a minor setback but a
much more serious issue that could have lasting repercussions. For Archie, who is



already grappling with the fallout of the sale, this financial problem intensifies his
concern, though he tries to keep his focus on finding a way to make the sale succeed.

As the conversation with Brother Leon progresses, Leon increasingly directs the blame
towards Archie for the failure to secure the students' participation, especially Jerry
Renault's defiance in not selling chocolates. Leon insists that Archie’s failure to handle
Renault properly has contributed to the situation, thus creating a division between
them. Archie, however, remains unfazed and attempts to shift the focus, pointing out
that the real problem lies with the exhaustion and dissatisfaction of the students. He
suggests that the recurring chocolate sales have worn the students down and made
them less willing to comply with the demands. However, Leon is far from convinced,
growing more frustrated and demanding that Archie act quickly to resolve the
situation, especially with Renault, whose defiance has become symbolic of a larger
rebellion. The pressure on Archie grows as he tries to navigate the tensions,
attempting to maintain control over the situation while keeping his own standing
intact. The stakes escalate when Leon makes it clear that if the sale continues to fail,
not only will Archie face the consequences, but the entire Vigils group could also
suffer. This statement underscores the high stakes and sets the stage for the mounting
tension that will unfold in the coming chapters. As Leon ends the call abruptly, Archie
is left to contemplate his next steps, knowing that his ability to maintain control over
the Vigils, the school, and the chocolate sale will be tested in ways he had not
anticipated. This chapter emphasizes the complex web of power, influence, and
manipulation that Archie navigates, setting the tone for the conflict that will unfold as
he tries to steer the situation back in his favor.



Chapter 25

Chapter 25 of The Chocolate War takes a deep dive into the power dynamics at play
within Trinity High School, particularly as Jerry Renault faces the pressure of The Vigils,
a notorious student group known for their manipulation and control over their peers.
Jerry is summoned to meet The Vigils, and the invitation comes in the form of a
ransom-note style letter, setting an eerie and oppressive tone for the scene. As Jerry
walks into a dimly lit storage room, the sounds of students engaging in sports nearby
feel like a distant hum, accentuating his isolation in the moment. The room, however,
holds more than just physical space; it represents a figurative trap for Jerry, with
Archie Costello, the leader of The Vigils, sitting at a table adorned with the school’s
colors. The presence of the chocolates on the table signals that Archie is not just there
to speak but to assert control and dominance, positioning Jerry as a mere pawn in his
game.

Archie wastes no time in using psychological tactics to break Jerry’s resistance.
Offering Jerry a chocolate, he quickly shifts gears and accuses him of refusing to sell
chocolates for the school fundraiser, an accusation Jerry doesn’t take lightly. Instead of
giving Jerry space to explain himself, Archie mocks his reluctance, turning the room
into a place of humiliation rather than dialogue. The other members of The Vigils, like
Carter and Obie, join in, boasting about their sales and ridiculing Jerry’s lack of
participation. Each boast deepens Jerry’s sense of alienation, showing just how out of
place he feels. The Vigils are thriving on conformity, their collective success rooted in
the assumption that Jerry’s unwillingness to follow orders is a flaw. Jerry’s sense of
individuality is slowly chiseled away in this humiliating moment, as Archie brushes off
his personal reasons and forces him into the spotlight. This setup demonstrates the
growing tension between Jerry’s desire for autonomy and the demands placed on him
by those around him, specifically Archie’s refusal to respect Jerry’s personal choices.



The emotional toll of the confrontation is palpable, as Jerry begins to reflect on the few
positive aspects of his life—his recent success in football, his budding relationship with
Ellen Barrett, and the small joys he has been able to maintain. However, these fleeting
moments of happiness feel distant and fragile as the pressure from The Vigils mounts,
leaving Jerry to feel like a mere spectator in his own life. As Archie gives Jerry the
ultimatum to either accept the chocolates and sell them or face consequences, the
weight of the situation becomes more than just a struggle for control—it’s a battle for
Jerry’s sense of self. The emotional complexity deepens when Obie, one of the more
passive members of The Vigils, observes the situation with a degree of amusement, as
though he understands that Jerry’s defiance is likely to make matters worse. This
marks a significant point of tension in Jerry’s internal conflict—while he wants to resist,
the cost of resistance feels increasingly high.

The chapter reaches its climax when Archie dismisses the meeting, yet the unresolved
tension lingers in the air. Jerry is left to face the aftermath of his defiance, knowing
that his refusal to comply could come at a personal cost, but also feeling a sense of
pride in standing his ground. This moment is pivotal because it marks the beginning of
Jerry’s internal rebellion against the forces that seek to manipulate him. Despite the
overwhelming pressure to conform, Jerry’s quiet resistance signals the start of a
transformation, where he must decide whether to continue yielding to external
pressures or to assert his independence, even at great personal cost. This chapter also
highlights the themes of power, control, and manipulation, demonstrating how social
systems can force individuals into uncomfortable positions. The escalating conflict
between Jerry and Archie sets the stage for further confrontations, making it clear that
Jerry's journey will be one of self-discovery, resistance, and ultimately, the struggle to
maintain his integrity in the face of overwhelming external influence.



Chapter 26

Chapter 26 of The Chocolate War marks a significant turning point in Jerry's emotional
journey, as he grapples with feelings of isolation, rejection, and defiance. The chapter
begins with Jerry making a phone call, one he hopes will be a step toward connecting
with Ellen Barrett, a girl he often notices at the bus stop. His excitement is palpable as
he imagines this could be the start of a meaningful interaction, but his hopes quickly
unravel when Ellen’s voice on the other end is not as welcoming as he had hoped. She
mentions a "Danny," a name that Jerry doesn’t recognize, and this small detail sets off
a wave of jealousy and confusion. His initial sense of excitement rapidly turns into
frustration as he realizes that he is not a part of the conversation she is having—he
feels like an outsider, disconnected from her world in a way he had not anticipated.

As the conversation unfolds, Jerry’s attempts to introduce himself fall flat. He stumbles
through his words, unsure of how to explain who he is and why he’s calling. Ellen,
sensing his uncertainty, accuses him of trying to prank her, which only heightens
Jerry’s feelings of rejection and embarrassment. The harshness of her response,
particularly the word “crap” as she abruptly ends the call, leaves him stunned. In this
moment, the idealized image of Ellen that Jerry had created in his mind crumbles,
replaced by the harsh reality of an interaction that did not go as he had hoped. The
experience forces Jerry to confront the emptiness of his expectations and the folly of
assuming that a mere smile could form the foundation for a connection. The phone call
becomes a metaphor for Jerry’s broader struggles, as he begins to see the parallels
between this awkward encounter and his resistance to the chocolate sale.

This moment of failure with Ellen pushes Jerry into deeper reflection on his actions and
the choices he’s made. He sees his refusal to sell the chocolates as another defiant
move, one that mirrors the vulnerability he felt during his call to Ellen. Just as he had
risked embarrassment and rejection by calling her out of the blue, Jerry had similarly



taken a stand against selling chocolates, despite the immense pressure from Archie
Costello and the Vigils. This realization gives him a sense of clarity and empowerment.
For the first time, Jerry recognizes that the defiance he’s exhibited—whether in his
failed phone call or his resistance to the chocolate sale—has allowed him to assert his
identity. He is beginning to see that standing up for what he believes, even when it
brings discomfort, is a form of strength.

As Jerry reflects on his choices, he feels a deep sense of liberation. The rejection he felt
from Ellen no longer feels like a blow to his ego, but rather a part of his broader
journey toward self-realization. There’s a certain exhilaration in knowing that he has
made a decision based on his values, regardless of the consequences. For the first
time, Jerry fully embraces the chaos of his choices, feeling a strange sense of
buoyancy and empowerment. He begins to understand that by rejecting the
chocolates, he has rejected the oppressive forces around him, refusing to conform to
their demands. This defiance, though not without its struggles, marks the beginning of
Jerry’s self-discovery. His actions, though isolated and unpopular, are a manifestation
of his inner strength.

Seeking solace after the turbulent phone call and his growing internal conflict, Jerry
retreats to his kitchen, where he finds comfort in a simple act of indulgence—eating
ice cream. The kitchen, in its quiet solitude, becomes a space for Jerry to gather his
thoughts and reaffirm his resolve. As he eats, he repeats aloud the decision he has
made regarding the chocolate sale, feeling the weight of his words. This act of
speaking to an empty room symbolizes Jerry’s commitment to his stance, reinforcing
his resolve in the face of adversity. In this private moment, Jerry realizes that his
decision not to sell the chocolates is not just a rejection of authority, but a declaration
of his individuality. It is a clear affirmation that he is willing to face whatever
challenges come his way in order to stay true to himself.

By the time Jerry finishes his ice cream, his sense of empowerment is undeniable. The
phone call and its subsequent rejection have no longer held power over him. Instead,
Jerry has embraced the chaos of his choices and the uncertainty they bring. He



recognizes that his defiance has become a powerful form of self-assertion, a way for
him to carve out his own path despite the pressures around him. The turmoil he
experienced, whether in the form of rejection from Ellen or the collective pressure
from his peers, has transformed into a source of strength. He now understands that
personal growth often requires embracing discomfort and making choices that may not
always lead to immediate rewards, but that ultimately shape him into the person he is
becoming. This chapter marks a turning point in Jerry’s journey, one where he moves
beyond external expectations and embraces the complexities of his own identity.



Chapter 27

Chapter 27 of The Chocolate War reveals a pivotal moment for Archie Costello and The
Vigils when Frankie Rollo, a rebellious junior, refuses to comply with their expectations.
Rollo, known for his insolence, dismisses Archie’s authority in a defiant and carefree
manner, surprising everyone around him. This moment of defiance catches Archie off
guard, as he has never encountered such resistance before. The tension in the room
rises sharply when Carter, another member of The Vigils, loses control and strikes
Rollo after he mocks their ability to instill fear. Rollo, now subdued, is quickly thrown
out of the meeting, and the room erupts in cheers. This reaction frustrates Archie, who
had intended to use Rollo as a source of amusement rather than a challenge to his
authority. This conflict marks a significant shift, showing that even Archie’s carefully
controlled environment is starting to unravel.

After Rollo is ejected, Carter steps forward, emphasizing that The Vigils cannot allow
individuals like him to disrupt their credibility. He argues that the group’s association
with the chocolate sale has brought their efforts under scrutiny, and Rollo’s defiance is
a sign that their influence is weakening. Meanwhile, Obie, another member of the
group, presents a poster that crudely expresses dissent, with the message "SCREW
THE CHOCOLATES AND SCREW THE VIGILS." This poster reflects growing frustration
and resistance among the student body, highlighting the increasing opposition to both
the chocolate sale and the power structure that The Vigils represent. The mood shifts
as the group realizes they are facing more than just logistical challenges; their hold on
the school is being questioned. As tension builds within The Vigils, the members begin
to feel the weight of their actions, and their unity starts to crack.

Carter’s frustration with Archie intensifies, and he confronts him directly, suggesting
that Archie is partly to blame for the group's current predicament. He casts doubt on
Archie’s ability to maintain control over the situation, forcing Archie to defend his



leadership. Despite the cracks in his authority, Archie maintains his composure and
begins to devise a new strategy to regain control. His plan is to make selling the
chocolates more enticing, leveraging influential students to help push the sale forward.
Though some, including Obie, question the effectiveness of this plan, Archie is
determined that it will succeed. He believes that the success of the chocolate sale will
not only restore the group’s power but also help him manage the growing rebellion
symbolized by Rollo. Archie’s confidence masks his underlying anxiety, as he knows
that failure would significantly undermine his position within The Vigils and the school.
However, he remains convinced that his ability to manipulate the students and control
the narrative will secure his victory.

The conflict between Archie and Carter remains tense, particularly when Carter places
Archie on probation concerning the success of the chocolate sale. This further
highlights the shifting dynamics within The Vigils and the increasing pressure on
Archie to deliver. Archie, internally seething with resentment, forces a smile to mask
his humiliation, aware that the failure of the chocolate sale could mark the end of his
dominance. Despite the growing animosity and uncertainty, Archie continues to push
forward with his plan, confident that he can rally the school behind the sale. His goal is
clear: neutralize the rebellious influence of Jerry Renault and reassert The Vigils'
control over the students. By reframing the challenges as mere obstacles, Archie aims
to preserve his status and keep the school under his thumb, ensuring that the
appearance of success will overshadow the cracks in the group’s structure. This
chapter highlights Archie’s tactical mind, his ability to manipulate situations, and the
rising tension as his leadership faces increasing challenges.



Chapter 28

Chapter 28 of The Chocolate War delves into Jerry’s physical and emotional struggles
during a high-stakes football game. As Jerry charges through a play, he faces a heavy
opponent in Carter, and the collision results in an intense and painful moment. The
game is full of adrenaline, and for a brief moment, Jerry enjoys the physicality of it,
taking pride in the contact and his ability to stand strong against his opponent.
However, his moment of victory is short-lived when he’s blindsided, attacked from
behind, which leaves him disoriented and hurt. As Jerry tries to recover from the
unexpected blow, he begins to suspect that the attack may have come from his own
teammates, fueling his paranoia and adding a layer of distrust to his athletic
experience. Even though his body aches, he pushes through the pain, calling for the
next play, determined to continue and not show his vulnerability on the field. The
chapter captures the complex mix of triumph and trauma that comes with
participating in such a violent sport, underscoring Jerry’s resilience in the face of
adversity.

The chapter then shifts from the action of the football field to the eerie silence of
Jerry’s home life. As Jerry returns from the game, he is met with an unsettling phone
call. The laughter that greets him on the other end of the line is familiar but ominous, a
cruel reminder that the hostility he faces in school follows him home. When the same
unsettling laugh comes again in a subsequent call, a sense of dread pervades Jerry’s
thoughts. This disturbing interruption amplifies the tension Jerry already feels, both
physically from the game and emotionally from the psychological torment that is
mounting against him. His home, which should provide comfort and security, has now
become a place of psychological conflict, where the walls seem to echo with the
taunting sounds of his aggressors. This shift from physical pain to psychological
anxiety demonstrates the layered nature of Jerry’s experiences and the complex



effects of bullying and intimidation on his mental state.

Later in the day, Jerry faces further distress when he returns to school, finding his
personal belongings vandalized in a targeted act of aggression. His beloved sneakers
and a treasured poster have been defaced, a clear sign that someone is actively trying
to break him down. The destruction feels personal, a calculated effort to strip him of
the things that bring him comfort and identity. As Jerry looks over the damage, a wave
of vulnerability washes over him. His private space has been violated, and his sense of
safety is shattered. This vandalism is not just an act of revenge but also a form of
control, an attempt to force Jerry into submission by making him feel isolated and
powerless. The growing sense of paranoia that Jerry feels becomes impossible to
ignore as he grapples with the mounting emotional and psychological toll these actions
are taking on him. Each incident, whether it’s the attack on the football field, the
mysterious phone calls, or the vandalism at school, contributes to his unraveling sense
of security and self-worth.

Amidst the turmoil of vandalism, threatening calls, and the pressure he faces, Jerry
finds himself questioning his motives and his future actions. The final line of his
damaged poster—“Do I dare disturb the universe?”—resonates deeply with him as he
contemplates the meaning of standing up for himself in such an oppressive
environment. This reflection leads Jerry to a crucial realization: in order to reclaim his
sense of agency, he must be willing to disturb the status quo and challenge the
oppressive forces around him. Despite the mounting pressures, Jerry’s resolve begins
to solidify, and he recognizes that asserting his voice, even if it disturbs the peace
around him, is necessary for his survival. This moment encapsulates Jerry’s desire for
self-empowerment, as he comes to understand that he must act with courage in the
face of adversity, not letting the intimidation and cruelty of others dictate his actions
or his worth. The chapter leaves Jerry poised for further self-discovery and resistance,
setting the stage for the development of his character and his growing strength to
challenge the pressures that seek to control him.



Chapter 29

Chapter 29 of The Chocolate War follows Brian Cochran as he becomes deeply
involved in the process of tallying the sales results for the chocolate campaign. The
initial excitement he feels is intense, as the numbers climb rapidly, and he finds
himself caught in the thrill of the campaign’s success. With chocolates rapidly
becoming the newest trend in the school, Brian feels a rush of accomplishment as he
watches the sales figures increase. However, the sudden and inexplicable surge in
sales doesn’t escape his notice. Rumors about The Vigils’ involvement in rallying
students to sell chocolates spread through the school, yet Brian remains uninvolved
with their methods. He does, however, observe how certain members are keeping
track of the students who haven't sold enough chocolates and warning them, which
suggests that coercion may be at play. This underlying tension hints at a darker force
controlling the excitement surrounding the sale, a reality that Brian remains acutely
aware of but unsure how to challenge.

Throughout the day, Brian is constantly updating the sales figures on the board,
responding to the intense atmosphere in the assembly hall. The students’ enthusiasm
and energy escalate as the sales figures are posted, with many students canvassing
the local neighborhood and even approaching local businesses in an attempt to hit
their quotas. The space becomes filled with anticipation and energy as each student
eagerly looks at the board to see their progress. Brian, while caught up in the frenzy,
begins to feel more uncomfortable as the fairness of the credit distribution becomes
increasingly questionable. Carter, who is head of The Vigils, submits a large sum of
money, claiming it’s from seventy-five boxes sold, though Brian knows this isn’t
possible. Despite Brian’s discomfort, he feels compelled to comply with Carter’s
request to allocate credits to students who didn’t make those sales. This action begins
to weigh on him, as he realizes that he is enabling a dishonest system but rationalizes



that it's not his place to question the process. His discomfort with the moral ambiguity
of the situation grows, but he continues with his task, aware that any resistance may
come with consequences.

As the day unfolds, Brian is stuck in a dilemma between his role as a facilitator of the
campaign and his growing doubts about its integrity. Although Brian remains silent
about his suspicions, the growing tension he feels shows through in the way he
handles the sales figures. Carter’s commendation of his work, for the moment,
provides some relief, lifting Brian’s spirits temporarily, but the lingering unease about
the unfairness of the credit allocation sticks with him. His internal conflict intensifies as
the day ends, with Brian realizing that the sale has evolved into something more than
just a fundraising event; it has become a battle of power, manipulation, and control.
When the final tally is announced, the total number of chocolates sold reaches a
staggering fifteen thousand and ten boxes, a figure that excites everyone involved.
Brother Leon, who is overseeing the entire campaign, shares in Brian’s excitement,
and for the first time, he addresses Brian by his first name, further cementing the
strange camaraderie that has developed. The applause that follows only adds to
Brian’s discomfort, as he stands in the center of the spotlight, a key player in a
campaign built on deception. While the recognition feels good, it also serves as a
reminder of the moral compromises that have been made for the sake of success. The
chapter concludes by highlighting the toll that manipulation, power, and blind ambition
take on individuals, as Brian’s moment of triumph is overshadowed by the ethical
questions surrounding the campaign. The narrative underscores the psychological
burden carried by those who willingly participate in morally ambiguous situations, and
the unsettling reality of being complicit in something that doesn’t align with personal
values.



Chapter 30

Chapter 30 of The Chocolate War delves deeper into the manipulative dynamics at
play within the school as Brother Leon continues his relentless chocolate roll call. While
the students have already reported their sales directly to Brian Cochran, Leon enjoys
the dramatic flair of announcing each student’s sales figures in front of the entire
class. He creates a spectacle out of the event, particularly by falsely praising Hartnett,
who is said to have sold fifteen boxes, even though he hasn’t sold any. This moment
highlights Leon’s sadistic enjoyment of power and his manipulation of the students,
who are left to navigate the complexities of competition, pressure, and deceit. The
Goober, a sympathetic character, watches this unfold with growing discomfort,
deciding to stop selling chocolates entirely in support of Jerry, whose own refusal to
participate has sparked a sense of solidarity. Goober’s decision to cease selling,
leaving his total stuck at twenty-seven boxes, serves as a quiet act of resistance,
showing his internal struggle with the injustice surrounding the sale.

As the roll call continues, Goober's discomfort grows as he fakes enthusiasm while his
classmates, like Parmentier, are praised for their efforts. The attention around the
raffle and the sales builds, adding an electric sense of competition to the atmosphere.
When Jerry’s name is called, the whole class seems to hold their breath, eagerly
awaiting his response. Leon, sensing the importance of this moment, speaks in a tone
that almost sounds melodious, clearly anticipating a reaction from Jerry that aligns
with the group’s expectations. However, Jerry takes a stand and refuses to participate,
firmly declaring that he will not sell the chocolates. This moment of defiance acts as a
powerful rejection of the pressure and expectations placed upon him by both the
school and his peers. Jerry’s resistance stands as a quiet yet firm rebellion against the
bullying and manipulation that have become so normalized in their environment. His
choice to reject the sale is not just about chocolates, but about standing up to a



system that seeks to control individuals through peer pressure and social norms.

In the aftermath of Jerry’s refusal, the tension in the room increases, and the
atmosphere becomes more hostile. Harold Darcy, another student, challenges Jerry’s
decision, questioning why he refuses to participate when everyone else is complying
with the rules. This challenge is not just an inquiry but a subtle form of peer pressure,
seeking to force Jerry back into line. Jerry responds calmly, asserting that participation
in the sale is voluntary, which only fuels the resentment and anger among his
classmates. His calm stance becomes a powerful rejection of the false unity being
created by the school’s manipulative tactics. As Jerry holds his ground, he is met with
increasing hostility from his peers, marking the moment where his courage to stand
alone becomes the source of his isolation. The bell rings to signal the end of the class,
but Jerry’s walk to the door feels heavy with the weight of the alienation he now faces.
The peers who once saw him as part of their group now treat him with disdain,
reinforcing the emotional toll of standing up for what’s right in a world that values
conformity.

Later in the assembly hall, Goober is shocked when his name is called, and the
announcer praises him for selling fifty boxes of chocolates, a number far beyond what
he actually sold. Goober, who had made the choice to stop selling chocolates in
solidarity with Jerry, now finds himself the recipient of praise for an achievement that
isn’t his own. The cheers from the crowd are a stark contrast to his internal turmoil,
and he feels trapped in a situation where the praise only exacerbates his guilt.
Goober’s sense of betrayal intensifies as he realizes that by conforming to the
expectations of his peers, he has lost something valuable—his sense of integrity. This
internal conflict continues to weigh on him as he walks toward his locker, fighting back
tears. The external validation from his classmates feels hollow, and Goober struggles
to reconcile the pressure to fit in with the nagging feeling that he has betrayed his true
values. Despite the overwhelming praise, Goober refuses to see himself as weak or
cowardly, but the emotional weight of his actions leaves him questioning his loyalty to
both Jerry and the values he once held dear.



This chapter highlights the immense psychological pressure placed on the students at
Trinity, as well as the moral complexities of conformity and individual defiance. Both
Jerry and Goober are forced to navigate their personal convictions in a setting that
constantly reinforces the importance of submission to peer pressure. Jerry’s courage to
stand up for his beliefs in the face of overwhelming hostility serves as a powerful
testament to his character, even though it isolates him from his peers. Meanwhile,
Goober’s internal conflict demonstrates the cost of conformity and the emotional strain
of maintaining one’s integrity in a world that values success and submission over
personal morals. The chapter effectively illustrates the toll that manipulation and peer
pressure can have on individuals, as well as the emotional battles that are fought
silently behind the scenes.



Chapter 31

Chapter 31 of The Chocolate War depicts a pivotal moment in Jerry’s emotional
journey as he faces a confrontation with Janza, a bully whose actions trigger a deep
sense of vulnerability in Jerry. The chapter opens with Jerry feeling utterly isolated
after a difficult football practice where his teammates abandoned him, leaving him to
wrestle with his sense of belonging. As he enters the scene where Janza confronts him,
Jerry is confronted not just with the bully’s physical presence but with a barrage of
taunts that bring to the surface all of Jerry’s insecurities. Janza, the embodiment of the
torment Jerry has faced for so long, makes accusations that strike at the very core of
Jerry’s identity. His mocking demeanor feels all too familiar, and Jerry finds himself
feeling exposed, as if all his vulnerabilities are laid bare for Janza and the rest of the
world to see. The dynamic between the two characters highlights the powerlessness
Jerry feels, creating a suffocating sense of isolation as the confrontation unfolds.

The verbal assault escalates quickly when Janza calls Jerry a “wise guy,” a label that
Jerry doesn’t fully understand but one that feels inherently threatening. The tension
rises as Janza touches Jerry’s cheek, further insinuating that Jerry is hiding a “dark
secret”—specifically accusing him of being gay. The insinuation stirs a powerful
emotional reaction in Jerry, who, shocked and humiliated, vehemently denies the
accusation. However, this denial only intensifies his sense of exposure, as Janza
continues to press on with cruel taunts, pushing Jerry further into a state of confusion
and self-doubt. The accusation, designed to humiliate, creates a situation where Jerry
is not just being physically threatened but psychologically assaulted, as he is forced to
confront the judgment of others. Jerry feels as if he is being stripped of his dignity,
caught in a spiral of anger and vulnerability that amplifies his discomfort in this
moment of intense social rejection.



As the confrontation reaches its peak, Jerry attempts to stand his ground, but Janza’s
pleasure in Jerry’s discomfort becomes apparent. Janza clearly thrives on the power he
holds over Jerry, pushing him further into humiliation with every taunt and gesture.
The bullying takes on a physical form when Janza’s gang, motivated by the collective
cruelty of their group dynamic, joins in. Their presence multiplies Jerry’s sense of
helplessness, as the numbers and aggression of the attackers overwhelm him. Despite
Jerry’s initial resolve to resist, the combined force of the group renders him powerless,
and he is subjected to a brutal beating. The violence symbolizes the internal struggle
Jerry has been facing throughout the story, as he grapples with feelings of inferiority
and the pressures of conformity. This violent assault serves as a harsh reminder of the
toll bullying takes on an individual, particularly when it’s compounded by an
oppressive system that demands submission and compliance from those who refuse to
conform.

The attack is not just a physical confrontation; it becomes an embodiment of Jerry’s
ongoing emotional turmoil. As he endures the beating, Jerry feels both the physical
pain of the assault and the emotional anguish that comes from being made an
example of in front of his peers. This moment captures the profound effects of
bullying, as Jerry is not just bruised but spiritually wounded, his sense of self shattered
in the process. His internal conflict, coupled with the physical pain he endures, paints a
poignant picture of the damage inflicted by relentless bullying. The violent act
culminates in Jerry vomiting as a result of the overwhelming trauma, symbolizing the
deep emotional and physical consequences of the assault. This vivid reaction
underscores the extent to which bullying affects young people, leaving them to cope
with the aftermath of their suffering in ways that are both visible and hidden. The
chapter’s portrayal of Jerry’s pain highlights the lasting effects of peer rejection,
violence, and the mental toll of navigating a world that demands conformity at the
expense of individuality.



Chapter 32

Chapter 32 of The Chocolate War follows Jerry as he experiences an overwhelming
emotional and physical toll from the brutal beating he endured at the hands of his
peers. The pain from his injuries is both a physical and emotional burden, and as Jerry
reflects on his vulnerability, a deep longing for safety overwhelms him. In the darkness
of his room, memories of his mother bring tears to his eyes, amplifying his sense of
isolation. Despite his suffering, Jerry remains resolute in his decision not to give in to
the pressures of his classmates and refuses to sell chocolates, showcasing his defiance
in the face of relentless bullying. His determination stands in stark contrast to the
physical agony he endures, revealing his inner strength and unwillingness to be broken
by those who wish to control him. This moment marks a critical point in Jerry's journey,
where his emotional resolve becomes as significant as his physical pain.

As Jerry makes his way home, he is overwhelmed by a deep sense of shame and fear,
attempting to conceal his bruises and injuries from the world. On the bus ride home,
the elderly passengers remain oblivious to his distress, underscoring his sense of
solitude and the disconnection he feels from those around him. Upon arriving at home,
Jerry enters the quiet space of his house, longing for comfort and a brief escape from
his reality. He retreats into the privacy of a bath, hoping the warm water will ease his
aching body and provide some relief. His father’s absence at home provides Jerry with
a temporary sense of peace, as he can nurse his wounds without further concern or
judgment. Yet, despite the temporary relief, the sense of unease lingers, highlighted
by the telephone's incessant ringing that disrupts the fragile peace Jerry has managed
to create.

The ringing of the telephone breaks the silence, intensifying Jerry’s anxiety. The
pressure to answer and demonstrate his strength looms over him, but when he finally
picks up, he is met with nothing but mocking laughter. This interaction leaves Jerry



feeling more isolated, as the absence of a meaningful conversation only reinforces his
sense of being misunderstood and alone. His mind drifts back to memories of
childhood, where innocent voices once called his name with affection, but now, those
same sounds morph into cruel taunts that haunt him in the night. This contrast
between past innocence and present cruelty underscores the emotional toll Jerry is
experiencing, as the safety and comfort of his younger years are stripped away by the
harsh reality of his current situation. The darkness of his emotional landscape deepens
as he wrestles with his thoughts, unable to escape the ridicule that now defines his
existence.

As the night wears on, Jerry’s fear intensifies when he glimpses the shadows of boys
outside his window. The sight serves as a chilling reminder of his vulnerability and the
ongoing threat of confrontation. Once fearless and full of life, Jerry now feels paralyzed
by fear, unable to act as he once did in his carefree days. This stark transformation
highlights the profound impact that bullying has had on his sense of self, turning his
world from one of innocence to one of constant anxiety. The chapter's atmosphere
shifts further as Jerry’s father enters the scene, weary and concerned, but unable to
fully understand the extent of his son’s emotional and physical turmoil. His father’s
exhaustion reflects the larger strain the harassment has placed on their family,
revealing the toll of Jerry's suffering on both of them. In this emotionally charged
environment, Jerry is torn between protecting his father from additional pain and
grappling with his own need for peace and resolution.

The night is fraught with tension as Jerry continues to struggle with his emotional
state. Despite his exhaustion, the ringing phone and the echoes of taunting voices
prevent him from finding any rest. The continuous anxiety that fills his life is made
manifest in his dreams, where the phone’s ring remains a constant reminder of his
emotional turmoil. In these moments, Jerry must confront his internal conflict between
defiance and vulnerability, caught in the struggle to find peace amidst the chaos that
surrounds him. This chapter encapsulates the weight of Jerry’s emotional journey,
highlighting the internal battle between his fear and his refusal to submit, while
illustrating the profound impact that bullying has on an individual’s psyche.



Chapter 33

Chapter 33 of The Chocolate War presents a revealing conversation between Archie
and Emile, where the depth of manipulation within their group is exposed. The chapter
begins with Emile defending his actions, particularly his role in coercing another
student to sell chocolates, despite their initial resistance. He proudly speaks about the
psychological manipulation used to force the student into compliance, explaining how
they organized a collective attack against the victim to break him down. This
revelation highlights the lengths to which the characters are willing to go to control
others and assert their power over their peers. Archie, who masterminded the entire
scheme, listens approvingly but insists on maintaining strict control over the situation,
indicating that his role in the manipulation is far more calculated than simply
orchestrating a collective act of intimidation. The manipulation tactics employed by
Archie and Emile underscore the toxic environment of control and fear that governs
the actions of their group.

As their conversation unfolds, it becomes clear that Archie thrives on maintaining a
tight grip over the plan, dictating the terms and forcing Emile to follow his lead.
Emile’s eagerness to continue with their scheme is tempered by his growing
realization that Archie operates on a different level of control, consistently ensuring
that everything remains within his own realm of influence. Archie demands that no one
outside of their group be involved, demonstrating his desire to keep everything under
his watchful eye. Emile, willing to use anyone to achieve their goals, views the other
boys as disposable tools who can be manipulated through aggression and violence.
This attitude reflects a stark contrast between Emile’s willingness to embrace brutality
and Archie’s desire to control every aspect of their actions. The use of homophobic
slurs to manipulate the victim further underscores the group’s toxic behavior, where
psychological tactics, including the exploitation of personal insecurities, are used to



break people down and instill fear.

The conversation takes a more sinister turn as Emile grows frustrated with Archie’s
decision to hold back from acting immediately. Archie’s decision to pause the
operation causes Emile to question whether he is being serious or if he’s simply toying
with him. The mention of a missing photograph introduces an element of uncertainty,
as Emile begins to wonder if Archie’s control over the situation is not as solid as he
thought. This moment of doubt reflects Emile’s internal conflict, as he is torn between
his loyalty to Archie and his own moral compass. While Emile feels pride in his
commitment to The Vigils and to Archie’s leadership, a nagging doubt starts to emerge
about the true nature of their actions and the ethical cost of their loyalty. The tension
between loyalty and moral integrity adds a complex layer to the chapter, as Emile’s
allegiance to Archie is questioned, leaving him wondering whether he is simply a pawn
in a much darker scheme.

The chapter deepens the exploration of the themes of power, manipulation, and the
moral complexities that arise when loyalty to a group or leader begins to conflict with
personal ethics. Emile’s struggle with his conscience highlights the internal battle
many individuals face when they are part of something larger than themselves,
especially when that thing is grounded in manipulation and harm. His increasing sense
of unease suggests that even those who seem most devoted to a cause can be shaken
by the realization of how far they have gone. Meanwhile, Archie’s unshaken self-
confidence and strategic thinking reinforce his dominant role in the group, illustrating
the lengths to which he will go to maintain control. Through their manipulation, Archie
and Emile reinforce the toxic dynamics that govern their environment, where power
and fear are used to force compliance, and where moral questions are left unresolved.
As Emile wrestles with his internal conflict, the chapter leaves readers contemplating
the destructive nature of unchecked power, the ease with which individuals can be
manipulated, and the cost of loyalty when it goes against one’s own ethical beliefs.
The chapter thus serves as a powerful commentary on the corrupting influence of
power and the dangers of blind loyalty, making it clear that both the manipulator and
the manipulated are deeply affected by their actions.



Chapter 34

Chapter 34 of The Chocolate War explores Jerry’s descent into emotional isolation as
he faces the intense alienation of being ignored by his peers at school. The chapter
opens with Jerry realizing the extent to which his classmates are avoiding him, treating
him as if he’s a pariah. This unsettling treatment intensifies on the bus ride to school,
where he notices that even his former friends, such as Tony Santucci, seem to be
intentionally looking past him. The sense of invisibility becomes even more
pronounced when Jerry opens his locker, only to find that his personal belongings have
been stripped away, leaving him feeling utterly detached from the world around him.
In his growing confusion, Jerry begins to wonder if he is simply becoming paranoid or if
the school truly has abandoned him, heightening the emotional depth of his internal
struggle. This marked sense of alienation illustrates the profound loneliness Jerry feels
as he navigates the harsh dynamics of his social environment.

As Jerry moves through his day, his sense of being an outsider becomes more intense.
Teachers, who would normally acknowledge him, seem to overlook him completely,
which further amplifies his feeling of not belonging. The cold indifference of those
around him creates a growing sense of isolation, leaving Jerry to grapple with the
emotional consequences of being invisible in such a public space. Initially, this
invisibility disturbs him, but after some reflection, Jerry starts to find a strange comfort
in it. He rationalizes that if no one can see him, he no longer has to face the violence
or confrontations that have plagued him in the past. This brief sense of comfort,
however, is shattered when Jerry is jostled by another student, a reminder that he
cannot hide from the world forever. The physical intrusion forces Jerry to confront the
reality of his situation and the deep-rooted challenges he faces, highlighting how the
relief of invisibility is fleeting in the face of constant pressure.



Simultaneously, Brother Leon is informed by Brian Cochran about the completion of
the chocolate sale, which reveals an unexpected result: nearly every box was sold,
except for the fifty that Jerry failed to sell. Despite this glaring issue, Leon dismisses
any concerns regarding Jerry and instead focuses on the success of the sale, praising
the collective effort and the school spirit it generated. His dismissive attitude towards
Jerry's struggles highlights the tension between the importance of the group and the
disregard for individual difficulties. Leon’s actions reflect the broader societal
pressures of conformity, where the needs and wellbeing of the individual are often
overlooked for the sake of maintaining an image of success. This attitude is sharply
contrasted by Brian Cochran, who struggles internally with the morality of the
situation. Brian recognizes the injustice in Leon’s treatment of Jerry, creating a sense
of conflict within him as he begins to question the fairness of the collective system that
he’s a part of.

As the chapter progresses, the plot thickens with Archie discussing a special assembly
planned for the next evening. The focus of this assembly will be Jerry and his unsold
chocolates, a situation that Archie has cleverly manipulated to highlight Jerry’s failure
in front of the entire school. This move is a deliberate part of Archie’s ongoing effort to
humiliate Jerry and assert his control over the situation. The mention of the assembly
adds an ominous tone to the narrative, as it foreshadows the public shaming that Jerry
will endure. Archie’s scheming reflects the broader themes of manipulation and cruelty
that permeate the book, as he continues to exploit Jerry’s vulnerability for his own
amusement. This manipulation is a key element of Archie’s character, showcasing his
ability to control and harm those around him without remorse, emphasizing the power
dynamics that shape the characters' interactions.

Ultimately, this chapter serves to illustrate the devastating impact of peer pressure,
societal expectations, and the unchecked power of authority figures. Jerry’s journey
through the day encapsulates the internal battle between individual identity and the
external forces that seek to suppress it. As he navigates his growing isolation and
internal turmoil, readers are forced to confront the larger moral questions about
conformity, manipulation, and the consequences of indifference in a community



setting. The chapter is a poignant reflection on the complexities of social dynamics,
showing how easily individuals can be ostracized and how difficult it is to stand up
against a collective force that values conformity over compassion. Through Jerry’s
experiences, the chapter highlights the emotional toll of being marginalized and the
struggle to retain one’s sense of self in a world that constantly pressures individuals to
conform.



Chapter 35

Chapter 35 of The Chocolate War portrays a charged atmosphere as Archie takes
control of a controversial event at Trinity. The event, disguised as a football rally,
quickly turns into a spectacle with a raffle that draws large crowds to the athletic field.
The students eagerly participate in the raffle, buying tickets and fueling the
excitement surrounding the event. Archie, overseeing the setup, ensures that every
student has a clear view of the boxing ring, making sure the spectacle will captivate
them. Renault and Janza, the fighters, stand nervously in the ring, unaware of the full
extent of what they’re about to face. The entire situation is expertly manipulated by
Archie to create an intense, high-stakes atmosphere, all to entertain the crowd while
asserting his own control.

Archie’s manipulation is evident as he subtly convinces Renault to fight Janza under
the false pretenses of seeking revenge. Renault’s desire for justice and his injured
pride are easily exploited by Archie, who plays on his emotions and manipulates his
desire to confront his bully. However, Archie is fully aware that Renault is outmatched,
having already set Janza up for victory by taunting him in a way that ensures his
involvement in the fight. The challenge, framed as a fair opportunity for retribution, is
actually a trap designed by Archie to humiliate Renault and further establish his
dominance. This cunning manipulation highlights Archie’s ability to control the
situation, using others' weaknesses to serve his own agenda. His control over both
fighters, Renault and Janza, demonstrates his dominance and how he capitalizes on
the emotions and motivations of those around him to create a situation that benefits
him.

As Renault faces Janza in the ring, his emotions are a mix of nervousness and
determination. He reflects on his earlier desire to not only confront Janza but also
challenge the toxic environment of the school, which Archie symbolizes. However, as



he stands exposed and vulnerable before the crowd, the harsh reality of the situation
sinks in. The pressure from the spectators and the growing tension of the fight weigh
heavily on him. His body is tense, not only with fear but also with a sense of pride, as
he faces the challenge head-on. This moment represents a turning point for Renault,
as he realizes the fight is not just with Janza but with the larger system at play, a
system that Archie manipulates to his advantage.

As the fight draws nearer, the raffle tickets continue to sell out, demonstrating Archie’s
skill in stoking the excitement of the crowd. He has created a frenzy around the event,
offering the promise of thrill and entertainment, and the students eagerly comply.
Brian Cochran, who is responsible for overseeing the raffle, finds himself filled with
anxiety as the pressure builds. Despite his discomfort, he ultimately submits to
Archie’s influence, recognizing that resisting him would have serious consequences.
Cochran’s internal struggle mirrors the larger theme of power and control that runs
throughout the chapter. Archie’s ability to manipulate his peers is starkly displayed
here, showing how he can make others conform to his will, even when they are unsure
or uneasy about their participation.

In contrast, Janza’s own internal conflict is also explored. Desperate to prove himself
and avoid being seen as weak, he prepares for the fight, eager to gain validation
through physical domination. However, he’s also aware of the manipulation at play
and questions whether Archie is truly looking out for him or simply using him as part of
his larger scheme. This moment of self-doubt mirrors Renault’s own questioning of the
events unfolding around him. Both characters are caught in a web of manipulation,
struggling to determine their roles in a situation that is largely out of their control. This
parallel struggle adds depth to the chapter, illustrating how both Renault and Janza are
products of the toxic system that Archie has created.

Chapter 35 deftly explores the psychological and emotional complexities of peer
pressure, manipulation, and power dynamics. Through the experiences of Renault and
Janza, the chapter delves into how easily individuals can be controlled and exploited
by those in positions of power. Archie’s ability to manipulate the situation, playing on



the desires and insecurities of others, is central to the chapter’s development. As the
fight looms and the tension builds, readers are reminded of the dangers of unchecked
authority and the profound effects it has on those involved. The chapter serves as a
powerful commentary on the manipulation of individuals within a larger societal
framework, highlighting the struggles of the characters as they navigate a web of
control and moral ambiguity. It sets the stage for the inevitable conflict that will arise,
leaving readers with a sense of foreboding and anticipation.



Chapter 36

Chapter 36 of The Chocolate War centers on Archie Costello's thrill as he orchestrates
a controversial and sinister event—a fight between Renault and Janza, fueled by a
raffle. The idea behind the raffle, with its brutal concept, taps into the darker emotions
of greed and cruelty, elements that Archie believes are prevalent in his peers. As he
looks over the raffle tickets, filled out by eager students betting on their chosen
fighter, Archie is filled with a sense of power. The growing excitement around the fight,
with tickets quickly selling out, confirms the control he holds over the situation. This
moment underscores his manipulation of the students, as they eagerly comply with his
orchestrated chaos, creating a spectacle driven by their desires for vicarious
excitement and violence. The thrill of the event feeds into Archie’s sense of
dominance, as he recognizes the ease with which he can stir the crowd’s emotions.

Meanwhile, Carter, another student caught up in the event, grapples with conflicting
feelings about participating in the raffle. While the excitement of the fight draws him
in, he begins to feel uncomfortable with Archie’s worldview that people are inherently
greedy and cruel. Carter’s inner conflict deepens as he questions whether he has also
been manipulated, reflecting on his own motivations for being a part of the crowd. The
thrill of the spectacle, however, clouds his judgment, and he finds himself torn
between his ethical discomfort and the allure of the event. The struggle within Carter
reveals a key theme in the chapter: the corrupting power of peer pressure and the
ease with which people can be drawn into morally questionable actions. As the tension
builds and Carter’s self-doubt intensifies, he becomes further entangled in Archie’s
web of control.

As the much-anticipated fight draws near, the drama heightens when Obie introduces
the black box, a significant device that could decide the outcome of the event. This
black box, filled with marbles, represents the uncertain fate of the two contestants,



and Archie approaches it with the confidence of someone who believes he controls the
outcome. Unbeknownst to him, however, Obie and Carter have secretly conspired to
undermine his certainty, planning to inject suspense and tension into the process.
Archie, fully immersed in his sense of control, dismisses any notion of losing, oblivious
to the fact that others are working behind the scenes to challenge his dominance. This
plot twist adds a layer of unpredictability to the situation, as it plays into the larger
theme of manipulation and power that runs throughout the story. The black box
becomes a symbol not only of fate but also of the uncertain nature of the power Archie
holds over others, suggesting that even those in control can be taken by surprise.

The climax of the chapter occurs when Archie swiftly draws the marbles, a move that
shocks both the audience and Obie. He successfully draws white marbles, securing his
victory and bolstering his confidence in his ability to manipulate situations to his
advantage. His triumphant moment in front of the crowd serves to reinforce his image
as the mastermind behind the event, feeding into his self-assured persona. The
crowd’s reaction to Archie’s manipulation underscores the darker side of human
nature, where people are willing to be complicit in violence and cruelty for
entertainment. The chapter’s conclusion highlights the themes of power and control,
as Archie stands victorious, further cementing his position as the puppeteer who
remains in control of the situation. His unwavering self-confidence, even in the face of
potential rebellion, illustrates the dangerous allure of unchecked power and the moral
decay that comes with it. Through Archie’s actions and the tense atmosphere of the
event, the chapter explores the complexities of manipulation, peer pressure, and the
inherent darkness within human nature.



Chapter 37

Chapter 37 of The Chocolate War takes a tense and unsettling turn as Goober arrives
at the school stadium, where he finds the atmosphere thick with chaos and tension. He
had spent days in bed, torn between the guilt he felt and his hesitancy to witness
Jerry's imminent humiliation in a fight against Janza. Despite his internal struggles and
the disapproval from his parents, Goober reluctantly heads to the stadium, unsure of
what to expect. As he enters, the scene before him feels foreign and overwhelming,
with familiar faces now seeming distant and hostile. This sense of alienation deepens
Goober's emotional turmoil, as he must confront the harsh reality of what is happening
at his school.

As the fight begins, the atmosphere becomes charged with energy, the crowd eagerly
awaiting the clash between Jerry and Janza. Carter, the one orchestrating the
spectacle, explains the unsettling and unfair rules, heightening the sense of dread and
anticipation in the air. The audience’s excitement grows, pushing the fighters to act
under intense pressure. Jerry, caught between his desire to avoid violence and the
overwhelming expectations of his peers, hesitates in his actions. When he finally
throws a punch, it is weak and barely grazes Janza, leading to a chorus of boos from
the crowd. This moment of failure deepens Jerry’s sense of isolation and conflict, as he
faces the consequences of his reluctance and the harsh judgment from his peers.

The violence escalates as Janza retaliates with a brutal punch, knocking Jerry backward
and forcing him to reassess his position. Despite the pain, Jerry gathers himself,
waiting for an opportunity to strike back. When the moment arrives, he lands a solid
hit on Janza, briefly surprising himself with the strength and adrenaline that surge
through him. This moment of empowerment, however fleeting, allows Jerry to feel a
temporary sense of control over the situation. It represents a shift in his mindset,
showing that, despite his hesitance, Jerry is still capable of standing up for himself



when provoked. But as the fight continues, the sense of control quickly fades, replaced
by the growing violence around him.

Carter escalates the situation further by instructing Janza to deliver an illegal blow—a
punch intended to incapacitate Jerry. The crowd, unaware of the violation, continues to
cheer as Janza delivers brutal blows, each one landing with increasing force. Goober,
horrified by the unfolding violence, begins to realize the crowd’s true intentions: they
are not here to watch a fight, but to see bloodshed. The audience’s excitement and
bloodlust feed into the chaos, turning the event into a spectacle of violence. Goober’s
growing sense of disgust and his recognition of the crowd’s dark desires add another
layer of moral complexity to the situation. He understands that the fight, manipulated
by those in control, is less about justice and more about satisfying the crowd’s thirst
for violence.

The climax of the fight arrives as Jerry, now severely injured, collapses under the
barrage of punches. In a surreal turn of events, the lights suddenly go out just as Jerry
falls, plunging the stadium into complete darkness. This moment of darkness
symbolizes the emotional and moral blindness that has overtaken the crowd and the
situation as a whole. The sudden blackout adds to the overwhelming sense of dread,
highlighting the deeper moral decay at play. As Obie watches the violence unfold, he is
filled with a sense of disgust, realizing the full extent of what is happening. He looks up
and notices Brother Leon overseeing the situation, suggesting that the violence may
have been orchestrated or encouraged by those in power. Meanwhile, Archie moves
through the chaos, dealing with the aftermath of the power failure and the ensuing
panic. The final moments of the chapter leave readers with a deep sense of
foreboding, showing how the manipulative forces at play have led to an irreversible
and tragic outcome.



Chapter 38

Chapter 38 of The Chocolate War immerses Jerry in a disorienting experience filled
with pain and confusion. As he lies in a dark and seemingly suffocating state, voices
calling his name break through the disorienting haze, gradually bringing him back to
consciousness. The warmth and wetness of his surroundings contrast sharply with the
deep, throbbing pain he feels, which is a harsh reminder of the violence he endured.
His pain and vulnerability are compounded by the presence of his friend, The Goober,
who cradles him gently and urges him to remain calm amidst the chaos. As Jerry
struggles to process the overwhelming sensations, memories of the boxing match
flash through his mind, highlighting the intensity of his injuries and his broken state.
This moment underscores Jerry's feeling of powerlessness, both physically and
emotionally, as the aftermath of the brutal fight begins to sink in.

As Jerry slowly regains clarity, a disturbing realization settles in—he has become
acutely aware of the deeper manipulation at play. It dawns on him that the
expectations placed upon him were not of his own making but rather the result of
forces beyond his control. He desperately wants to convey this to Goober, encouraging
him to see the importance of resisting the pressure to conform to the desires of others.
Jerry recognizes that Goober, like him, has been manipulated into fulfilling roles that
may not align with his true wants or values. His efforts to articulate this truth are
hindered by his physical pain, making the struggle to communicate his realization
even more palpable. As Jerry wrestles with the agony of his body and mind, he feels
the weight of this discovery, realizing that the fight was not just against Janza but
against a larger system of manipulation orchestrated by those in power.

Meanwhile, Archie, the key instigator of the violence, displays an alarming lack of
concern for Jerry’s injuries, dismissing the event as nothing more than a natural
outcome of the fight. His cavalier attitude contrasts sharply with the gravity of the



situation, as he shows little empathy for the pain Jerry has endured. This indifference
to the consequences of the match prompts a confrontation from Brother Jacques, who
accuses Archie of failing to anticipate the chaos that could have resulted from the
fight. Brother Jacques’ criticism highlights the leadership struggle within the faculty, as
he sees Archie’s actions as reckless and irresponsible. In contrast, Leon, another
teacher, defends Archie, suggesting that the incident was simply the result of youthful
exuberance and not a reflection of malice or poor judgment. This debate between the
teachers reveals the differing views on responsibility, control, and discipline within the
institution, adding to the complexity of the moral conflicts the characters face.

As the chapter draws to a close, the ominous sound of an ambulance siren signals the
reality of the aftermath, making it clear that there are consequences to the violence
and manipulation that have taken place. The siren serves as a sobering reminder of
the physical and emotional toll that has been exacted on Jerry, as well as the
consequences that lie ahead for the others involved. The contrasting dynamics
between the characters—Archie’s indifference, Brother Jacques’ concern, and Leon’s
defense—highlight the underlying themes of manipulation, moral conflict, and the
struggle between individual desires and collective expectations. These dynamics
further complicate the relationships between the characters, as each faces their own
inner conflict about what is right and wrong. The chapter leaves readers with a sense
of foreboding, suggesting that the characters’ actions will lead to even greater
consequences as the story continues to unfold, setting the stage for the next phase of
Jerry’s struggle.



Chapter 39

Chapter 39 of The Chocolate War takes a closer look at the uneasy relationship
between Obie and Archie, focusing on the manipulative power dynamic that defines
their interactions. As the chapter begins, Obie expresses his concern for the future,
warning Archie about the potential consequences of his actions. Archie, however,
dismisses his worries with a sarcastic remark, referring to a sermon by Brother Jacques
and claiming that he has already heard enough preaching for one evening. They sit in
the bleachers together, observing the aftermath of an incident, reflecting on a recent
event where Archie had chosen Renault to carry out a task. The night cools, and Obie’s
thoughts begin to drift as he surveys the scene around him. The goal posts catch his
attention, triggering a fleeting memory that slips away, highlighting his internal
conflict and increasing sense of uncertainty. This moment sets the tone for the rest of
the chapter, where Obie’s internal struggle contrasts sharply with Archie’s air of
indifference and control.

The tension between the characters escalates when Obie expresses his disdain for
Leon, who had watched the fight unfold from a distance. Archie, unfazed and as
calculating as ever, casually admits that he had tipped Leon off anonymously. He
justifies this by saying it was to entertain him while ensuring their safety should things
go wrong, further showcasing his manipulative and self-serving tendencies. Despite
Obie’s warnings about the potential consequences of their actions, Archie remains
firmly in control, confident that he is always a step ahead of those around him. This
manipulation is a key part of their relationship, with Archie constantly maneuvering to
stay in a position of power while Obie is left questioning the future. Obie’s concerns
about the consequences seem to go unnoticed by Archie, who continues to carry out
his plans with apparent ease and without fear of the repercussions.



As their conversation continues, Archie’s cynical attitude shines through. He
sarcastically comments on the events of the evening, subtly suggesting that he
understands both Obie and Carter better than they might think. His remarks veer into
the realm of dark humor, implying that the next “black box” maneuver will likely
succeed, or that another similar figure like Renault might appear. This conversation
illustrates the ongoing power struggle between the characters, with Archie remaining
completely indifferent to the warnings and concerns of those around him. His
detachment and manipulation suggest that he sees himself as an untouchable force,
able to navigate through situations without facing any real consequences. Meanwhile,
Obie’s genuine concern for the consequences of their actions stands in stark contrast
to Archie’s carefree attitude, further highlighting the division between the two. Obie’s
sense of foreboding seems to go unheeded, leaving him in a constant state of unease
as Archie maintains his dominance over him.

The chapter also delves into Archie’s preoccupation with something as trivial as food,
which serves to highlight his superficiality in the midst of the ongoing drama. As the
conversation turns to the missing chocolates that were stolen during the chaos, Archie
casually asks about their whereabouts. Obie confirms that the chocolates are gone and
that Brian Cochran is holding the money for a drawing scheduled for the following
week. However, Archie remains uninterested in this detail, shifting his focus instead to
his hunger, which illustrates his ability to focus on immediate, self-centered desires
rather than the larger implications of the situation. This moment serves to underscore
Archie’s selfish and shallow nature, as he remains fixated on small concerns while
larger issues continue to unfold around him. The chapter concludes with both
characters sitting in silence, their conversation having dwindled as they prepare to
leave. This silence is significant, as it mirrors the emotional distance between the two
characters and the inevitable consequences of their actions that loom over them, even
if they are not immediately apparent. The chapter’s end leaves a sense of foreboding,
hinting that while the characters may continue in their manipulative ways for now,
they cannot escape the repercussions of their actions forever.


