If These Wings Could Fly

If These Wings Could Fly by Kyrie McCauley follows Leighton, a teenage girl living in a
troubled home in a small town. Struggling with family secrets and an abusive father,
she finds solace in the local bird sanctuary. As she learns to navigate her own path,

Leighton discovers the power of friendship, hope, and personal strength.
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Title Page

In the dedication of "If These Wings Could Fly," the author pays tribute to significant
figures in their life. The dedication begins with heartfelt words directed to the author's
little brother, Jackson, characterizing him as a star that illuminates their universe,
humorously noting his greater height. The mention of Kayleigh and Katharyn highlights
the essence of companionship-in confronting darkness;isymbolized by their shared act

of wielding flashlights together, portraying unity and bravery.

There is also a poignant dedication to survivors of domestic violence, showing deep
empathy for those who have endured such challenging experiences and
acknowledging those who remain trapped in these circumstances. The words convey a
message of hope and resilience, suggesting that while current struggles might appear
daunting, they do not signify the conclusion of one's journey. Instead, the author
encourages survivors that there is more to come, urging them to embrace the notion

that the continuation and direction of their story lie in their own hands.

The dedication is infused with sincerity and warmth, setting a tone of solidarity and
empowerment for readers. It establishes a connection among the author, their loved
ones, and the broader community of survivors, fostering a shared understanding of
adversity and the strength it takes to rise above it. The closing lines encapsulate the
theme of new beginnings, honoring the courage it takes to seek freedom and healing.
This dedication serves not only as a personal note but also as an inspiring message to
anyone facing similar struggles, encouraging them to envision a future filled with

possibility.

Overall, the dedication beautifully encapsulates themes of love, bravery, and the
enduring quest for healing, painting a hopeful picture for both personal growth and

collective resilience in the face of adversity.



Chapter 6

In Chapter 6 of If These Wings Could Fly, the story begins on a routine Monday
morning. The characters make their way down the street toward the bus stop, passing
by Mrs. Stieg's house, as they do every day. But today, something catches the
protagonist’s eye as they approach Mrs. Stieg’s garden. In the far corner of the yard, a
bush that had once been thriving now liesyim ruins. i/Thisyis no simple damage, like the
incident where a bush had been broken in the past. Instead, the bush has been
completely obliterated, leaving behind nothing but disturbed soil and scattered red
petals. These petals, once vibrant, are now the only evidence of a violent force having
passed through, and they hint at an intense and purposeful destruction. The sight
immediately evokes a sense of disturbance, a feeling that something out of the

ordinary has occurred.

The protagonist cannot help but share the discovery with Campbell, hoping for some
sort of explanation, or at least a reaction. But Campbell’s response is almost
dismissive, shrugging off the significance of the event as if it means little to him.
However, as the protagonist watches him, there is a brief moment of hesitation. The
protagonist notices a flicker of something deeper in Campbell’s eyes—something that
can only be described as pride. This brief glimmer of pride feels entirely out of place
given the wreckage they’ve just witnessed. It seems as though Campbell’s reaction
doesn’t match the gravity of the situation, and this inconsistency raises suspicions in
the protagonist’s mind. The feeling grows stronger as the protagonist begins to wonder
whether Campbell could have been responsible for the destruction of the bush. With
the suspicion settling in, the protagonist contemplates looking at Campbell’s bike for

signs of the red petals that could act as confirmation of their theory.

Despite the growing impulse to investigate further, the protagonist resists the urge to

confront Campbell directly. They wrestle with their thoughts and emotions, but



ultimately, they choose not to inspect the bike, leaving their suspicions unspoken. This
decision is pivotal, as it reveals much about the complexity of their relationship. The
protagonist’s reluctance to probe deeper suggests an underlying tension—one where
trust is both present and fragile. The hesitation to confront Campbell directly signifies
that there are boundaries in their friendship, boundaries that are not easily crossed.
The protagonist understands the unspoken rules of their relationship and recognizes
that some things might be better left unsaid, even if doubts linger in their mind. This
unspoken understanding, however, leaves a sense of unease hanging in the air,

suggesting that something deeper is at play.

The chapter delicately crafts a mood of unease and quiet conflict, where every small
action and reaction carries weight. The imagery of the destroyed garden serves as a
powerful metaphor for the troubled dynamics between the protagonist and Campbell.
Just as the bush has been destroyed beyond recognition, the trust between the
characters has been fractured in a way that may never fully heal. The scattered red
petals are a vivid reminder of the destruction that lies beneath the surface of their
friendship—small yet significant signs of something more complicated and darker than
they are willing to acknowledge. The protagonist's decision to hold back from a direct
confrontation with Campbell reflects the broader theme of the novel: how relationships
can be tested by the smallest of actions, and how doubts, once planted, can grow into

something more powerful.

Through this moment, the author subtly explores the fragility of trust and the
complexities of friendship. By choosing not to engage with Campbell on the issue, the
protagonist shows the reader how easy it is for unresolved issues to fester beneath the
surface. The tension between loyalty and suspicion is palpable, and it becomes clear
that the protagonist’s relationship with Campbell is not as straightforward as it once
seemed. In fact, the chapter sets the stage for further exploration of how even the
most seemingly innocent interactions can carry the potential for conflict. It’s not just
about the destruction of a bush, but about how that act of destruction reveals the
cracks in their relationship. The chapter paints a picture of a relationship that is quietly

unraveling, with each small, seemingly insignificant moment contributing to the larger



unraveling of trust between the two characters.
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Chapter Twenty

In Chapter Twenty of "If These Wings Could Fly," the excitement of a crowded football
stadium envelops the characters, specifically focusing on Leighton, Juniper, and their
parents. Arriving late, the family parks along the road due to the packed lot and makes
their way to the game. Juniper eagerly begs for funnel cakes, and after Mom grants her

wish for just one treat, they find a spot to wateh theiygame from the sidelines.

Sofia, a cheerleader, notices Leighton and rushes over, excited to see her. They
exchange pleasantries, and Sofia asks Leighton for help tracking player number thirty-
six, Liam McNamara, whom she is particularly interested in. Leighton agrees but is
inwardly annoyed at being roped into covering the game. As the game progresses,

Leighton encounters Campell, who joins her to help track Liam.

Following a few moments together, they part as Leighton makes her way up into the
stands. From there, she spots Amelia, who warmly welcomes her to join. The two share
the experience of watching the game, with Amelia cheerfully rooting for Liam. Leighton
finds herself caught up in the thrill, feeling a rush when Liam scores a touchdown.
Around them, the McNamara family cheers for Liam, highlighting the importance of

familial support.

Suddenly, the atmosphere changes when Leighton notices her parents engaged in a
tense conversation with Mr. Dillard, which hints at underlying family issues,
particularly concerning her father's struggles with his construction business and past
regrets about football. The dynamic proves uncomfortable, especially as comments

about her father's knee injury surface.

Just as the tension becomes palpable, Bill DiMarco, an acquaintance of the family,
arrives to break the ice. His presence temporarily alleviates the strain, but the

discomfort remains largely unaddressed. Mom's efforts to steer the family away from



the conversation only trigger further anxiety in Leighton. The chapter ultimately
captures the contrast between public celebration and private turmoil, as the family

navigates the complexities of their relationships against the backdrop of a lively
football game.



Chapter 36

Chapter 36 begins with the narrator reflecting on the difficult and often strained
relationship they have with Campbell, characterized by frequent emotional tension and
a lack of open communication. One significant aspect of their interactions is
Campbell’s tendency to demand complete silence when he is upset, a habit that only
increases the distance between-them. The-narrator-has; over time, developed a subtle
skill for provoking Campbell’s anger, often finding the perfect words to escalate his
mild irritation into full-blown outrage. This ability to trigger such intense reactions
speaks to the underlying dysfunction in their relationship, where frustration is rarely
addressed constructively. Beneath the surface of these outward expressions of conflict
lies a deeper, internal struggle within the narrator. They are burdened by a flood of
unspoken words, a torrent of emotions and thoughts that remain locked inside, unable
to be voiced. The weight of these suppressed emotions grows heavier by the day, as
the narrator continues to bottle up their feelings, each unexpressed thought becoming
like a painful object lodged deep within, intensifying the sense of frustration and

emotional anguish.

The metaphor of words as sharp, painful objects vividly illustrates the narrator's
internal struggle. Each suppressed word is imagined as contorting and twisting inside,
creating an unbearable feeling of emotional agony. This growing emotional tension is
compounded by the narrator’s overwhelming sense of being trapped by their own
silence, unable to release the pressure that builds from holding so much inside. The
imagery deepens as the narrator imagines that if they could somehow be opened up,
all the words they have kept hidden would spill out in a flood of emotion. The thought
of being so overwhelmed by their unsaid thoughts is likened to the image of a whale
that has swallowed too much debris, an image that evokes both the physical and

emotional consequences of holding on to too much. The whale becomes a powerful



metaphor for the narrator’s inner turmoil, symbolizing the heaviness of silence and the
toll it takes on one’s mental and emotional well-being. The narrator feels as though
they are carrying the refuse of their own repressed thoughts, which is slowly

suffocating them, much like the debris inside the whale.

As the chapter progresses, the narrator’s internal battle becomes even more
pronounced, reflecting a struggle not just with Campbell but with the act of
communication itself. The inability to express their true feelings has caused a profound
disconnect, both withinthemselves and in their relationship with Campbell. The
emotional burden of silence grows more apparent as the narrator grapples with the
consequences of not being able to communicate their pain. This chapter underscores
how the act of holding in one's thoughts can erode a person’s emotional well-being, as
the narrator continues to suppress their feelings in an effort to avoid conflict. The
tension between wanting to speak out and the fear of the potential fallout creates a
painful paradox. They long to voice their feelings and seek understanding but are
paralyzed by the fear of confrontation and rejection. This ongoing internal conflict only
deepens their sense of isolation, as they feel cut off not only from Campbell but also
from their own emotions. The chapter poignantly explores the emotional costs of
silence, illustrating how the inability to communicate can lead to emotional suffering
and unresolved pain, which ultimately builds a barrier between individuals. It becomes
clear that without the ability to articulate their true emotions, the narrator is left with a
sense of alienation that grows stronger with each passing day. Through this painful
reflection, the chapter calls attention to the crucial role that open communication
plays in maintaining healthy relationships and mental well-being, emphasizing that the
silence between people can be just as damaging, if not more so, than the conflict

itself.



Chapter 22

Chapter 22 of If These Wings Could Fly opens with the protagonist, Leighton, reflecting
on the sunset as she makes her way to Liam's house. The vibrant colors of the sunset
contrast with the imperfections of Auburn, a town that holds both beauty and flaws in
equal measure. The red glow-of the sun brings to mind a chaotic moment with her
sister, Juniper, when highlighters were used-ontheypages of The Bell Jar. This
juxtaposition of bright hues against dark words symbolizes the complex, often
conflicting emotions Leighton feels. Upon her arrival at Liam’s house, her mother
teases her about needing a tutor, specifically in art, which leads to playful banter
between them. Leighton then shows her mother her latest still-life project, which elicits
a laugh, and in a tender moment, she kisses her mother goodbye, feeling a mix of

affection and a sense of longing for something more.

Upon entering Liam’s home, Leighton is warmly greeted by his sister, Fiona, who
seems relieved to see her, particularly as a shield from Liam’s usual antics. Their easy
camaraderie sets the tone for the visit, with Fiona playfully commenting on Liam’s
hobbies and teasing him about his quirks. As the door opens, Mrs. McNamara, Liam’s
mother, enters, filling the room with a sense of warmth and comfort. She shares her
experiences of teaching in a small, predominantly white town and speaks passionately
about the importance of inclusivity in education. These conversations subtly highlight
the different dynamics of their families while revealing the shared experiences of
growing up in a small community. The openness of Liam’s family contrasts with
Leighton’s often complicated home life, giving her a brief respite from her usual

struggles.

Liam’s arrival brings a wave of energy, and his charming presence leaves Leighton
feeling both comfortable and unsure of where their relationship stands. They banter

casually while picking out snacks, and Liam’s laid-back nature continues to break down



Leighton’s walls, slowly easing her reservations. As they move to Liam's room, the
space is filled with creative works: art, graphic novels, and glimpses of Liam’s personal
aspirations. Amidst the playful exchanges, they begin discussing deeper topics, such
as their future dreams and the fears that come with them, particularly regarding their
small-town life. Leighton starts to see Liam not just as a friend, but as someone with
whom she could potentially share more than just surface-level interactions. Despite
the lightheartedness of their conversation, there’s an undeniable connection that

grows stronger as they explore their shared ambitions and anxieties.

As the evening progresses, their close proximity while working on art leads to playful,
flirty moments, further heightening the chemistry between them. However, the arrival
of Fiona interrupts the atmosphere, reminding them both of the boundaries that exist
within their friendship. The interruption gives way to a more reflective tone as the
reality of their relationship settles in. Before they part ways, Liam expresses a desire
to spend more time together beyond the confines of school and their current routine.
Leighton, torn between her sense of responsibility and the excitement of a
spontaneous connection, agrees to join him for a bonfire, a decision that adds to the
thrill of breaking away from her usual routine. Despite the internal tug-of-war between
ambition and enjoyment, she feels a spark of exhilaration, wondering what this

moment could lead to.

As she returns home, a swirl of emotions floods her mind. There’s a sense of
excitement about venturing into something new, but also a feeling of guilt, as if she’s
stepping away from her usual obligations and expectations. In bed that night, she feels
the weight of her choices—how they blend youthful exploration with the
responsibilities that weigh heavily on her. The chapter ends with Leighton caught in a
delicate balance between family obligations, the thrill of teenage life, and the desire to

forge her own path, setting the stage for the emotional complexities that will follow.



Chapter 54

Chapter 54 of If These Wings Could Fly begins with Leighton walking into her home,
feeling a heavy tension in the air. Upon entering, she finds her family gathered in the
living room, all seemingly engaged in a casual movie night. Her parents, along with
Campbell and Juniper, are-together, and while the scene might appear normal at first
glance, Leighton is sharply-aware of the straimbetween, her parents. The sight of her
mother and father cozying up together triggers a deep sense of discomfort, reinforcing
the emotional distance that has been growing in their relationship. When her mother
invites her to join them, Leighton is already filled with unease, and the conversation
quickly shifts to the news of the canceled cable, which only exacerbates her father’s
apparent guilt. This subtle exchange highlights the emotional complexities in their

home, where even simple gestures carry layers of unresolved tension.

Seeking to return some semblance of normalcy, Leighton offers to make popcorn, a
small but meaningful gesture of attempting to reconnect with her family. In the
kitchen, she finds her father, and they briefly talk about an upcoming football game
where Liam, her boyfriend, will be playing. However, their conversation remains stiff,
with Leighton struggling to bridge the growing emotional distance between them.
While her father acknowledges the pressures surrounding the game, his response is
distant, reflecting a deeper dissatisfaction with his life. His subdued tone speaks
volumes about his internal struggles and disappointments, particularly about his work
and the weight of his unresolved feelings. The brief exchange highlights the emotional
isolation that Leighton feels, as she longs to connect with her father, but is met with
emotional barriers that seem increasingly difficult to overcome. Their strained
conversation underscores the challenges of maintaining family unity in the face of

unspoken pain.



After the conversation, Leighton retreats to the quiet of her room, seeking solace from
the chaos and tension of the evening. Her peace is interrupted by Joe, a bird who has
become a strange but constant presence in her life. Rather than waiting for him to
leave, Leighton opens her window to invite him in, signaling her willingness to engage
with the world in whatever small, comforting way she can. As she watches him, Joe
drops a small, rusted key onto her floor, an object that adds to her growing collection
of trinkets from the bird. The act of receiving this small gift, though odd, feels
significant to Leighton. It is.as if the bird, in his peculiar way, offers a form of
connection and meaning-in a world that often feels.cold and disconnected. This simple
interaction with Joe becomes a way for Leighton to find some semblance of control and

grounding, even amidst the emotional chaos surrounding her.

Leighton’s thoughts then turn to the crows that dominate the skies over Auburn, and
she feels a deep, unexpected connection to them. The sight of these birds, filling the
air and casting their shadow over the town, becomes symbolic of the resilience she
herself longs to embody. Despite their overwhelming numbers, the crows are
unyielding in their persistence, just as Leighton desires to be in the face of her own
struggles. The crows, often seen as a nuisance by others, represent a quiet defiance,
continuing to thrive in an environment that might seem inhospitable. Leighton, in turn,
sees in them a reflection of herself—someone whose pain and struggles are
overlooked or dismissed by those around her. Yet, despite the challenges she faces,
she continues to endure, much like the crows that have taken over the town. This
realization becomes a turning point for Leighton, as she embraces the symbolism of
the crows, understanding that there is strength in resilience and a quiet power in
enduring despite the odds. This connection with the crows, in their unwavering
persistence, provides Leighton with a moment of clarity, helping her realize that, just

as they persist, so too can she, even when it feels like everything else is falling apart.



Chapter 18

Chapter 18 of If These Wings Could Fly opens with Leighton taking a hard look at her
academic performance. She’s proud of her perfect 100 in AP English, but other
subjects don’t seem to reflect the same level of success. Particularly disheartening is
her C in Art I, a grade she-never anticipated. Art was meant to be a break from the
academic pressures she’d beenfacing, ajsubject-thatywould allow her to focus on her
other interests, such as her work at the school newspaper and her college applications.
However, this C brings disappointment, as she expected the class to offer a bit of relief
instead of causing additional stress. The emotional weight of this grade follows her
through the school halls as she tries to shake off her frustration. She longs for a mental
escape, a space where she can indulge in her love for reading and music, two passions

that help her clear her mind.

Leighton’s journey through the hallways is interrupted when she runs into Liam, a
fellow student who notices her frustration. In their exchange, Liam teases her about
her grades, breaking through some of the tension she’s feeling. Their conversation
reveals the beginnings of a friendship, with Liam offering to help her improve her art
skills. Leighton is initially resistant, doubting her ability to succeed in a subject she had
seen as easy. But Liam’s offer, wrapped in humor and good-natured teasing, begins to
soften her stance. She finds herself intrigued by the idea of spending time with him
outside of school, even if the tutoring session is presented as nothing more than a
casual academic offer. As they chat, Leighton starts to feel the spark of a deeper

connection with him, though she’s not entirely ready to admit it.

Their playful banter continues, and the conversation shifts when Liam invites Leighton
to a football game that evening. The event includes a bonfire afterward, something
that fills Leighton with anxiety. She isn’t the type to enjoy large parties or social

gatherings, often preferring the quieter moments spent alone or with close friends.



Yet, Liam’s enthusiasm is infectious, and despite her reservations, she feels a pull to
join in. A part of her wants to experience the excitement of the evening, to step
outside her comfort zone and embrace the spontaneity of the situation. But the
hesitation remains, as she grapples with the pressure to remain true to herself while
considering what stepping out of her familiar world might mean for her relationships

with others.

Leighton decides to decline Liam’s invitation and boards the bus to head home, her
mind spinning with uncertainty. Her friend Campbell notices her mood and presses her
about Liam, teasing her about her budding connection with him. The conversation then
shifts to her academic future, particularly her dream of attending New York University.
Campbell’s protective nature shines through as she expresses concern about
Leighton’s grades, highlighting their shared fears about the future. Leighton begins to
feel the weight of these worries, as the pressure to live up to her own ambitions starts
to mount. She wonders whether her current path, which feels safe and predictable, is
the best one for her future. At the same time, she contemplates what it would mean to

take risks—whether in her academic pursuits or in her personal life.

The chapter ends with Leighton lost in thought, weighing the possibilities of her future
and wondering which path to take. The themes of ambition, friendship, and personal
growth are explored deeply, as Leighton faces the reality of her own fears and
aspirations. Her internal struggle between staying in her comfort zone and pushing
herself to take chances is something that many readers will relate to, especially those
navigating the complexities of young adulthood. The chapter invites reflection on the
difficult choices that come with pursuing personal goals while also dealing with the
expectations of others. Leighton’s story is a poignant reminder of the courage required
to move forward, whether in academics, relationships, or life itself. The narrative
masterfully captures the tension between what feels safe and what might lead to a

more fulfilling and transformative future.



Chapter 21

Chapter 21 of If These Wings Could Fly opens with the protagonist preparing to visit
her friend Liam, who is helping her with art homework. The day begins with her mother
casually mentioning that Liam called, which sends the protagonist into a mix of
emotions—amused by the-idea of having a “boyfriend” yet focused on preparing for
the visit. As she heads to the bathroomj heryounger sister Juniper, ever curious and a
little envious, begins applying lip gloss and questions her relationship with Liam. This
playful sibling interaction highlights a distinct contrast between the sisters: Juniper is
still innocent and naive, while the protagonist, though still young, exhibits a more
mature understanding of the world and relationships. This sets the stage for a family

dynamic that blends innocence with the growing complexities of adolescence.

As the protagonist continues to get ready, her other sister, Campbell, enters the room
and continues to probe, asking whether Liam is simply a friend. The protagonist
reassures her, emphasizing that Liam is a nice person, which seems to alleviate some
of Campbell’s protective concerns. This brief but meaningful exchange exemplifies the
protective nature of siblings—Campbell’s concern for her sister’s well-being reflects a
sense of care and responsibility, which is often seen in close-knit families. While
Campbell’s questions may seem simple on the surface, they reveal a deeper emotional
bond and a desire to ensure that her sister is not hurt. These moments give insight
into the protagonist’s familial relationships, showing how trust and love are intricately

woven into everyday interactions between siblings.

The emotional depth of the chapter is further illustrated as the protagonist makes a
"pinkie promise" to Campbell to be careful while spending time with Liam. This small
but significant gesture symbolizes the trust and emotional closeness between the
sisters. Campbell, in a more introspective moment, expresses her guilt for being harsh

with Juniper earlier, which sparks a larger conversation about the fairness of life and



the consequences of their actions. Campbell’s realization about the implications of her
behavior adds a layer of complexity to the chapter, highlighting the introspection and
moral growth that children experience as they navigate their relationships with those
around them. These reflections on guilt and fairness show the growing emotional
depth of the characters, revealing the internal conflicts that arise from navigating

familial dynamics and personal responsibility.

Later in the chapter, the protagonist challenges Campbell’s belief in karma, suggesting
that life may not always be as simple as a system of rewards and punishments. This
conversation adds a philosophical dimensian to the chapter, with the protagonist
questioning whether good deeds always lead to good outcomes or if life is governed by
more complicated forces. Campbell’s firm belief in a just world is met with her sister’s
more skeptical perspective, which sparks a debate about morality, fairness, and the
nature of justice. This discussion invites the reader to think about how we view the
world’s moral fabric, particularly when it comes to the fairness of life and the
consequences of our actions. Through this exchange, the chapter highlights the
complexities of navigating moral questions during adolescence, when the world seems
to shift from the simple rules of childhood to a more nuanced understanding of right

and wrong.

The chapter skillfully weaves together themes of sibling relationships, growing up, and
grappling with larger questions about fairness and morality. The protagonist’s
relationship with her siblings is portrayed in a way that is both lighthearted and deeply
reflective, offering insight into the way family dynamics shape our understanding of
the world. Through their interactions, the characters explore themes of trust,
responsibility, and emotional growth, which are universal experiences that resonate
with readers of all ages. As the protagonist navigates her connection with Liam, her
family’s influence plays a significant role in her understanding of herself and the
relationships around her. The humor and lighthearted moments contrast beautifully
with the underlying emotional depth, making the chapter a poignant exploration of

family and growth.



Chapter 34

Chapter 34 opens with the narrator hastily descending the stairs, deliberately avoiding
the sight of the recently repaired window. Instead, their attention is diverted to the
coffee table, where the vase has been placed back at its center, provoking a complex
swirl of emotions. They instinctively reach for the vase and head outside to discard it
in the garbage bin, feeling the rain drench-them asrtheybury the broken vase in the
bag that holds its shattered pieces from the previous night. This simple action
becomes symbolic, the rain washing over them as they dispose of a reminder of the
past, one that continues to haunt their thoughts. The act of throwing the vase away,
while small, feels significant, representing a desire to remove remnants of the past

that have become painful to carry.

As the narrator attempts to move on from the emotional weight of the vase, a crow
caws loudly from the front yard, drawing their gaze upward. The tree outside is oddly
full of black birds, which stirs a strange sense of nostalgia, reminding them of the first
day of school when excitement had filled the air. The vivid memory of the leaves and
the feelings of hope that came with the season shift to something more unsettling as
the narrator approaches the tree. There, they notice Joe perched on a low branch, his
talons clutching a slip of paper, and as they get closer, they read Juniper’s handwriting
on the note: “Dear Joe, please help us.” This message sends a cold shiver down their
spine, and their instinctive reaction is to back away, their eyes filling with tears. The
scene is eerie, the connection between Juniper’s plea and the presence of the crow
leaving the narrator deeply unsettled and wondering about the unspoken

communication unfolding before them.

Joe flutters down beside the narrator, who is still transfixed by Juniper’s note, feeling a
strange sense of urgency as the crow then hops to the ground. The narrator watches

as Joe nudges something in the grass, their curiosity growing. As they lean closer to



see what Joe is doing, the crow picks up a shiny object with its beak and drops it at
their feet. It's their father’s wedding band, an item typically kept in his wallet while
he’s at work. This discovery is a shocking revelation, causing the narrator to recall
their father’s lost wallet, a memory that resurfaces with a new understanding. The
realization dawns that Juniper had not been searching the truck as initially thought;
instead, she had been looking for the wallet, which she had found or perhaps even
taken. The significance of this moment grows, as the connection between Juniper, Joe,

and the mysterious occurrences in their lives deepens.

Holding the wedding ring initheir hand, the/narrator reflects on recent conversations
with the ornithologist they had interviewed, learning that crows are incredibly
intelligent creatures capable of understanding concepts like reciprocity and retribution.
Crows are known to give gifts and hold grudges, and the narrator begins to wonder
whether the crows in their yard might have some awareness of the dynamics in their
household. Could Joe have found the wallet where it had been lost, or had the crow
stolen it initially? This possibility raises unsettling questions about the role of these
birds in their lives, and the narrator is left with a sense of wonder and unease. The
enigmatic presence of Joe and the other crows lingers in the narrator’s mind,
suggesting that their connection to the family runs deeper than mere coincidence. As
the chapter closes, the narrator is left contemplating the strange, almost mystical
bond between the crows and their household, wondering what the birds might know or

understand about the hidden truths of their lives.



Chapter 29

Chapter 29 centers on the newfound excitement in the Auburn Wolves' community as
the team celebrates an undefeated season for the first time in nearly two decades. The
protagonist’s friend, Sofia, who is a reporter, is eager to interview the protagonist’s
father about the team's achievements. This leads the protagonist to accompany Liam'’s
family to a game, where the shift from theirquiet; music-filled car ride to the vibrant
celebration after the Wolves’ victory highlights the immense energy and enthusiasm in
the air. The joy from the game extends beyond just the team’s success, as it pulls the
protagonist and her friends into a shared moment of celebration, revealing how
moments of collective pride can unite people. This experience marks a turning point
for the protagonist as she finds herself swept up in the infectious excitement that
surrounds the Auburn Wolves, emphasizing the connection between personal and

communal joy.

Following the game, the group gathers in Liam’s basement, which provides a
comforting and intimate space away from the chaos of the world outside. As Fiona
shows off her dance moves in a makeshift studio, the group’s conversation shifts to
more personal matters, like the dynamics of relationships in middle school. The
pressures of appearance and social acceptance come to the forefront, reflecting the
insecurities that often plague young people. Fiona brushes off a boy’s compliment,
demonstrating how teenage attraction can often be shallow or fleeting, while at the
same time underscoring the complexity of young relationships. Fiona’s insistence on
enjoying the winter formal as a group illustrates a theme of solidarity among friends
during adolescence, showcasing how social circles can change as romantic interests
come into play. The girls’ conversation highlights the evolving nature of friendship, as
they navigate the turbulent landscape of adolescence, where relationships are

constantly in flux and often defined by external pressures.



Liam’s playful and supportive nature becomes more evident during a critique of
Portrait of an Old Crow, a drawing of a crow nhamed Joe. He encourages the protagonist
to loosen up, pointing out how often people are too hard on themselves and
encouraging her to embrace her imperfections. In this light, Liam reveals an
unexpected depth, using the drawing as a conversation starter to discuss themes of
acceptance and vulnerability. Their playful exchange, with Liam’s terrible singing that
elicits laughter, demonstrates the ease between them and their growing comfort with
each other. Through these moments, the protagonist begins to shed some of her
insecurities, learning from Liam's ability. to-laugh at.himself and embrace the silliness
of life. The conversation also subtly highlights the contrast between how they
approach life—Liam with a laid-back and carefree attitude, while the protagonist
grapples with her worries and self-doubt. This dynamic deepens their connection,
allowing the protagonist to consider letting go of her reservations and embracing new

experiences with Liam.

As the chapter progresses, a pivotal moment unfolds when Liam, encouraged by the
laughter they’ve shared, finally gathers the courage to ask the protagonist to be his
girlfriend. This question, though simple, holds significant weight for both of them,
marking a step toward a deeper emotional connection. The protagonist, initially
teasing Liam about dating, finally admits her own feelings, affirming her desire to take
their relationship to the next level. This moment of vulnerability between them reflects
the uncertainty and excitement that comes with first love, where each new step feels
monumental and charged with emotion. The upcoming winter formal, once a distant
thought, now becomes a symbol of their growing bond, representing not just a fun
event but a key moment in their evolving relationship. It signals a shift in how they
view each other and their connection, suggesting the start of something real and

meaningful.

Ultimately, this chapter beautifully encapsulates the complexities of youth,
companionship, and the mixed emotions surrounding first love. Through lighthearted
moments, playful banter, and deeper conversations, the chapter explores the nuances

of growing up, where friendship and romance blend, and where personal growth is



intertwined with the joys and challenges of adolescence. The protagonist’s relationship
with Liam evolves through shared experiences, highlighting how these formative years
are defined by both lighthearted fun and moments of emotional significance. The
juxtaposition of carefree fun and the deeper emotional undercurrents of first love
paints an authentic portrait of adolescence, where each new experience—whether
joyous or uncertain—helps shape one’s understanding of themselves and their
relationships. Through these experiences, the protagonist learns more about love,

friendship, and the complexities of balancing one’s desires with the realities of growing

up.



Chapter 42

Chapter 42 opens with a peaceful winter morning, the world outside blanketed in fresh
snow. The narrator wakes up to a sunlit room, the cold winter air softened by the
warmth inside, and feels comforted as they snuggle with their siblings, Campbell and
Juniper, under a cozy dragenfly quilt. The beauty of the untouched snow outside
provides a sense of calm, but the absencerof thesusualcrows in their yard catches the
narrator’s attention. This quiet morning contrasts sharply with the sight across the
street, where Mrs. Stieg’s yard is swarming with the birds. The absence of the crows,
typically so present in their lives, adds an air of mystery to the day, signaling that

something might be subtly amiss in the world around them.

Carefully, the narrator slips out of bed, trying not to disturb the sleeping girls. In the
kitchen, they find their mother, who is peacefully pouring herself a cup of tea, exuding
warmth and tranquility that promises a calm day ahead. There is a quiet comfort in
this shared moment, one that is not rushed but full of small, intimate gestures.
Campbell and Juniper soon join, still caught in a sleepy haze but bubbling with
excitement about the snow outside. The atmosphere in the house is peaceful, yet
there is an undercurrent of energy as the sisters prepare for the adventure the day
promises. A brief discussion about breakfast follows, but Juniper’s enthusiasm for the

snow takes over, and she insists on going outside as soon as possible.

The narrator heads to the attic to fetch winter clothing, stepping over the familiar
chaos of the space. Amid the jumble of forgotten items, they stumble upon a box filled
with their mother’s old high school memorabilia—yearbooks, letters, and notes that
paint a picture of her life before becoming the mother they know. Hidden within this
box is Amethyst, a literary magazine from twenty years ago, of which their mother had
been the editor-in-chief. The magazine’s pages reveal a side of their mother they

hadn’t known—her passion for poetry, with several of her works published in its pages.



This discovery sparks something in the narrator, who is struck by the thought that
their mother once had dreams of literary pursuits, a world so different from the

motherly role she now occupies.

Inspired by the discovery, the narrator leaves a note inside the magazine, encouraging
their mother to write again. The note is a small, tender gesture to rekindle a part of
their mother’s past, a quiet nudge to rediscover her creative spirit. After leaving the
note, the narrator returns to the kitchen to find the atmosphere still filled with warmth,
with Juniper now happily wearing-matching gloves and hats, ready for their snowy
adventure. The simple joys of the day unfold as they prepare to enjoy the snow

together, the bond between them strengthened by these small, shared moments.

After a brief discussion, the narrator asks their mother for permission to invite Liam
over. She agrees without hesitation, a reassuring sign that their routine remains intact,
despite the changes and challenges they face. The conversation turns to Liam’s
impending arrival, and playful banter begins about the inevitable snowball fight,
further emphasizing the ease and lightheartedness that permeates their interactions.
This playful exchange reveals a growing connection between the narrator and Liam,
symbolizing the innocence of new relationships and the happiness they bring. In these
moments, the narrator feels the simplicity of joy, the excitement of their relationship

blooming amidst the chaos and comfort of family life.

The chapter beautifully captures the warmth of familial bonds, the nostalgic
connection to the past, and the thrill of new relationships. The day, full of promise and
possibilities, serves as a gentle reminder of the simple joys that can be found in the
most ordinary moments. The snow outside acts as a backdrop to these intimate
connections, providing a canvas for the narrator to explore their own desires and the
world of relationships that continues to unfold around them. As the chapter comes to a
close, the warmth of the family’s love and the promise of new beginnings leave the

narrator with a sense of peace and anticipation for what the future holds.



Chapter 48

Chapter 48 begins with the world still wrapped in the quiet of early morning, the rain
softly pattering against the window. | awake long before the sun rises, my mind a
blank canvas, suspended between the realms of sleep and wakefulness. In this space, |
feel untethered, like a solitary being adrift in the stillness of the dark. As | lie there,
suspended in time, a sense of connection slowly reasserts itself—reminding me that |
am not alone. Liam’s arm around my ribs and his large hand gripping mine are the first
anchors to reality, his warm breath tickling my neck as I find comfort in the intimate
closeness. The quiet simplicity of this moment, in which we are simply together, brings
peace, and the troubling past becomes a distant memory that no longer matters. In his
embrace, the complexities of the world fade, and all | desire is to remain in this tender

closeness.

Despite the comfort of Liam’s presence, sleep evades me in a way it hasn’t in a long
time. For the first time in ages, | lie in deep slumber without the interruption of
nightmares or the unsettling sounds that usually accompany my rest. Yet, even with
this newfound stillness, sleep seems to drift just beyond my reach. In the quiet of
Liam’s room, | try to recall the way the shadows twist and stretch when light filters
through the blinds, but it’s as if my mind is unwilling to fully succumb to the peace |
crave. It feels as though I'm teetering on the edge of rest, but never quite crossing into
it. Sleep, which I've yearned for, seems almost like a fleeting dream—so close yet

unattainable, slipping through my grasp whenever | think I've found it.

The unexpected realization that we are not entirely alone stirs me from the comfort of
Liam's embrace. Slipping gently from his arms, | rise quietly, my bare feet making little
sound on the cool hardwood floor. My eyes instinctively dart towards the window,

where a figure sits motionless in the tree outside. Joe, the ever-present raven, remains

perched as still as a statue, staring out into the street like a sentinel, keeping watch



over the quiet world. The darkness cloaks him, and it is hard to tell how long he has
been there—whether moments or hours. As | stand there, transfixed by his unwavering
stillness, my thoughts turn to the notion that he may have been silently watching over
us throughout the night. And just as the thought crosses my mind, Joe shifts ever so
slightly, his head tilting to reveal the gleam of his black eye, his sharp beak catching
the faintest glimmer of the streetlight. His presence feels both strange and familiar,

like a protector from another world, guarding us against unseen forces.

| whisper softly, “Good-night, Joe;” as | pull the shade closed, severing the link between
his world and mine. His silent watchfulness, a constant presence in the shadows,
lingers in my thoughts even as the window blocks my view of him. The world outside
seems distant now, the silence of the night both soothing and unsettling in its own
way. And yet, the quiet companionship of Liam beside me is a grounding force,
offering a sense of calm amidst the uncertainty of the world around us. The connection
| feel to the outside world, to Joe’s silent guardianship, and to Liam's presence by my
side, all weave together into a comforting tapestry. Even in the midst of an
unpredictable and often frightening world, these small moments of peace and
connection become my anchor, reminding me that | am not alone. The night may be
uncertain, but here, with Liam and the silent watch of Joe, | find a semblance of
security, an unwavering reassurance that the world will continue to turn, even if it

sometimes feels like it is on the edge of chaos.



Chapter 64

Chapter 64 of If These Wings Could Fly begins with a charged atmosphere as the
protagonist and a younger figure stand outside a small house, bathed in the red and
blue flashing lights of police cars. The cold, biting air seems to seep into their bones,
but despite this, the narrator-grips the smaller hand tightly, an unspoken promise of
protection. Both are dressed in-flannel pajamasj; barelysufficient to shield them from
the harsh winter chill, which only heightens the feeling of vulnerability that hangs in
the air. This physical discomfort mirrors the emotional strain they are under, adding a
layer of tension to the already fraught scene. The arrival of Officer Bill DiMarco brings
with it a wave of anxiety, as the protagonist is left wondering whether their father will
be allowed to go free again, as he has in the past. However, this time, the outcome is
different—Officer DiMarco makes a decisive move, arresting their father and placing
him in handcuffs. His actions are carried out with a disturbing detachment, as though
he has no personal connection to the man being apprehended, reinforcing the gravity

of the moment and the emotional distance between them.

While Officer DiMarco moves to escort their father to the police car, another officer
arrives quickly, taking the mother aside to explain the process for obtaining an
emergency protection order. Due to the holiday season, the formal court hearing for
this order may be delayed, but the officer assures the family that a temporary order
can be issued in the meantime, offering a temporary shield from their father's return.
This temporary protection order is of immense importance, as it will legally bar their
father from entering the house and will require him to surrender his firearm within 24
hours if he is released. The significance of this order cannot be overstated—it
represents a crucial step in the effort to reclaim their safety. As the officers continue
their work, Officer DiMarco approaches the narrator and, with sincerity, expresses his

sympathy for their difficult situation. He mentions the essay that the narrator had



written, one that he found deeply painful to read, reflecting the emotional weight of
their family’s struggles. The narrator, emotionally drained and fatigued from years of
tension, responds with frustration, expressing weariness with the hollow apologies

offered by adults who have failed to protect her family in the past.

The mother, however, remains resolute, her determination to protect her children
unwavering in the face of the tumultuous events unfolding. Officer DiMarco reassures
her that he will personally ensure the physical copy of the protection order is delivered
to their home, allowingthem to move forward with a sense of security. The weight of
the night’s events slowly begins to lift as/the family feels, for the first time in what
feels like forever, a glimmer of safety. This moment marks a shift for the narrator, who
begins to feel a sense of empowerment that had been absent for so long. The relief
that follows the arrest and the protection order signifies a turning point, a small but
significant victory over the constant fear that has dominated their lives. For the first
time, they have been heard, and a sense of control is beginning to emerge, however
fragile. The narrator reflects on this newfound sense of security with a combination of
hope and disbelief, realizing that this moment might be the first real opportunity to
escape the grip of fear that has kept them tethered to an unsafe environment for so
long. While the future remains uncertain and there are still many challenges ahead,
this night symbolizes a shift toward something more positive, where the possibility of
safety is no longer just a distant dream, but a real and attainable goal. The chapter
encapsulates both the emotional exhaustion and the quiet empowerment that comes
with moments of change, providing a sense of closure to the immediate danger and a

hopeful outlook for what lies ahead.



Chapter 27

Chapter 27 opens with the protagonist, seeking solace after a taxing and frustrating
day filled with the pressures of a literature exam. She finds herself in the newsroom,
hoping to escape the weight of her academic responsibilities, when she is greeted by
her close friend, Sofia. Sofia;-ever perceptive, immediately senses the tension in the
protagonist’s mood and- tries to-lighten thejatmosphere,with her playful banter. Their
conversation is full of teasing, as the protagonist chides Sofia for slacking off and
procrastinating on work, despite her friend's lighthearted response about their shared
romantic interests. The camaraderie between the two girls is palpable, and it offers the
protagonist a brief reprieve from her internal turmoil. The warmth of their friendship
becomes a much-needed refuge, reminding her that, despite the chaos in her life,

some things—Ilike the comfort of a supportive friend—remain steady.

As the protagonist attempts to refocus on contacting an ornithologist for research, her
attention is pulled away by Sofia’s exuberant chatter about an upcoming winter
formal. Initially uninterested, the protagonist expresses her disconnection from the
event, especially since it falls on New Year’s Eve, a time when the pressures of
underage drinking and social expectations heighten her unease. Sofia, with her
characteristic excitement, continues to describe the event in vivid detail, focusing on
the allure of the “eighties” theme and mentioning that Liam, a boy the protagonist has
secretly admired, might be the one to ask her to the dance. Despite her initial
reluctance, the protagonist finds herself intrigued by the idea, a spark of curiosity
ignited by Sofia’s enthusiasm. The idea of attending the formal gradually shifts from a
distant and unappealing event to something that feels oddly appealing, even though
she remains unsure about embracing the concept fully. Sofia’s playful insistence that
the protagonist should agree if Liam asks her creates a mixture of excitement and

uncertainty, highlighting the subtle complexity of adolescent emotions—where desire



for connection intertwines with apprehension about stepping out of one’s comfort

zone.

The protagonist’s reluctance to embrace the idea of the formal is further challenged
when she agrees to let Sofia accompany her to meet the ornithologist for practice with
interview skills. As they travel together, their conversation takes on a deeper, more
reflective tone, as they discuss the delicate balance of adolescence—between growing
up and staying true to oneself. The protagonist, still unsure of how to approach
romantic engagements and social pressures, begins to realize how much her
hesitations stem from a fear of change. Safia’s carefree attitude about the dance and
her insistence that the protagonist should say “yes” if Liam asks her serve as a
contrast to the protagonist’s internal conflict, revealing the contrasting ways that each
girl approaches the challenges of growing up. While the protagonist feels the weight of
expectations and responsibilities, Sofia’s lighthearted perspective offers a different
way of looking at the world—one that is less burdened by self-doubt. This conversation
not only deepens their friendship but also underscores the tension between youthful
desire and the realities of self-perception, creating a rich exploration of how people

navigate the complexities of adolescence.

After finally making the call to the ornithologist, the protagonist is left reflecting on the
unexpected excitement of the winter formal, which she had initially dismissed as
irrelevant. As she begins to entertain the possibility of Liam asking her to the dance,
she feels a sense of hope, a feeling she hasn’t allowed herself to experience in a while.
However, this new feeling of excitement is tempered by her anxiety about an essay
contest looming ahead, which represents a challenge she is struggling to face. This
juxtaposition of youthful joy and the burden of academic pressure creates a complex
emotional landscape for the protagonist. She feels torn between the fleeting happiness
of potential romance and the heavy responsibility of her academic life, which she feels
compelled to prioritize. The chapter captures the essence of adolescent uncertainty,
where hope and joy coexist with fear and self-doubt. The protagonist’s inner turmoil,
oscillating between her desires and her obligations, paints a vivid picture of the

emotional complexity that defines her journey through adolescence. As she faces



these challenges, she is forced to navigate the delicate balance between friendship,
personal growth, and the weight of expectations, all while questioning what truly

matters in her evolving world.



Chapter 33

Chapter 33 delves deeply into the enduring impact of words, particularly those spoken
in moments of anger or malice. The narrative focuses on how certain words can
resonate far beyond the moment they are spoken, leaving emotional scars that last
long after the initial hurt. Werds like "ice queen" are described as carrying an invisible
weight, creating a burden that lingers with-theyperson heing insulted. This metaphor
suggests a sense of being tethered, unable to fully move on or escape the sting of the
words. On the other hand, the word "brat" is dismissed with far less emotional
investment, likened to a raindrop that simply rolls off without leaving a lasting impact.
This stark contrast highlights how different words are processed emotionally, with
some sliding off while others burrow deep within, creating lasting damage. The
narrator’s reflection emphasizes how we often internalize words depending on their

intent and the emotional context in which they are delivered.

The author then compares the impact of a few other insults, emphasizing the deeper
significance of words like "bitch" and "cunt." The term "bitch" is likened to a painful
splinter, something that can cause initial pain but can be removed with time and
effort. Though difficult, it can eventually be dealt with and forgotten. However, the
word "cunt" is described as much more damaging, compared to a festering disease
that remains inside, a constant reminder of the abuse and contempt behind it. This
word is particularly potent in the narrator’'s memory because of the history tied to it,
especially the association with their mother, who was also subjected to similar verbal
abuse. The sense of degradation that this word evokes is not just personal but deeply
historical, affecting the narrator’s sense of identity and their view of their place in the
world. Unlike other insults, this word lingers, shaping the narrator's self-perception in a
way that no other term has, leaving them feeling objectified and depersonalized, as if

their humanity is stripped away with each utterance.



The cruel pleasure that the aggressor derives from using such a word further
exacerbates its impact. The speaker’s abuser takes satisfaction in the emotional harm
caused by the insult, which highlights the sadistic nature of verbal abuse. This
malicious intent is made clear as the abuser’s pride in the power of their words
becomes apparent. The effect of this cruelty doesn’t disappear once the words are
spoken; instead, the insult is internalized and continues to fester within the victim,
leaving a lingering emotional wound that cannot easily be healed. The impact of the
word becomes something that the narrator carries with them, affecting their thoughts
and actions long after the encounter. The power of language in this context is revealed
to be not just in the words themselves but in the way they are weaponized to cause
lasting harm. The term "cunt" becomes a symbol of emotional violence, demonstrating
how deeply words can penetrate the psyche, shaping how one sees themselves and

their worth.

Ultimately, Chapter 33 explores the psychological scars left by harmful words,
focusing on how insults can strip away a person’s dignity and sense of self. The
narrator’'s experience underscores how deeply verbal abuse can affect someone,
transforming them from a whole person into an object of disdain. The chapter
poignantly illustrates how words, when used maliciously, can leave lasting scars on
one's emotional health, affecting not only the immediate relationship but also the
person’s view of themselves. The narrator’s reflection on their own experience with
these damaging words serves as a reminder of the power of language to both build
and destroy. The emotional toll of verbal abuse is explored in depth, shedding light on
how words can carry a weight that far exceeds their literal meaning. The trauma
caused by insults like these doesn’t just affect the individual in the moment but can
shape their entire worldview and alter their sense of identity. The exploration of how
words define and confine individuals is a sobering look at the long-term impact of
emotional violence, encouraging readers to consider the weight of their own words and

the lasting effects they may have on others.



Chapter 30

Chapter 30 begins by presenting a snapshot of the narrator's life, where normalcy is
interwoven with the challenges she faces. After her father falls asleep, Leighton, along
with her friend Sofia, heads to the mall for a much-needed distraction and some fun.
The girls are on a mission-to-find the perfect dresses for an upcoming eighties-themed
dance, where neon colors are in full swing-WhilerSefiarslips into each dress with ease,
Leighton finds herself struggling to feel comfortable in the bold colors and styles that
are popular at the moment. These outfits, meant to represent a fun and carefree
experience, end up highlighting Leighton’s discomfort with her appearance. Her
insecurities grow as she compares herself to Sofia, who seems to embody everything
Leighton feels she is not. This dynamic of friendship and self-image sets the stage for
the chapter’s exploration of Leighton’s internal struggles, reminding readers of the

complex nature of teenage years.

The mood begins to shift when Sofia hands Leighton a beautiful black dress, its cut
perfect and the fabric simple yet elegant. The dress, paired with pockets—a detail that
Leighton loves—instantly sparks excitement in her, making her feel for a moment like
she is living out a typical high school experience. The feeling of being part of
something so ordinary and joyful brings a wave of relief and a sense of belonging,
something Leighton has been yearning for. However, that sense of joy is quickly
tempered when she sees the price tag, which is far beyond her budget. This moment
of financial reality forces Leighton to consider her options and the weight of her
current situation. As she debates the possibility of buying the dress, a conversation
unfolds between the two friends, delving into priorities, family finances, and the
limitations that come with not having much money. Sofia, understanding Leighton’s
predicament, encourages her to live in the moment and to not let money stand in the

way of enjoying the dance and the memories they could create. It is through Sofia’s



encouragement that Leighton begins to see the situation in a different light,

understanding that sometimes the experience is more important than the cost.

The trip takes another turn when the girls discover a Tiffany Blue bike on clearance at
a sporting goods store. Leighton finds herself caught in a dilemma, torn between
spending her savings on the dress or investing in the bike. The decision weighs heavily
on her, as she recognizes that the bike is something her younger sister, Campbell,
would greatly appreciate. Ultimately, the choice is clear: the bike, which symbolizes
both practicality and.love, takesprecedence. Leighton, eager to give her sister
something special, decides to sacrifice the dressfor noaw. With the decision made, the
girls head home, where Sofia helps Leighton present the bike to Campbell in a
surprising and heartfelt way. The gesture, though small, carries great significance, as
Campbell’s reaction shows just how much thought and care went into the gift. This
moment captures the essence of sibling love, showcasing the simple joys of giving and
receiving and how much such moments can mean to young people navigating

complicated emotions and familial bonds.

The chapter concludes with Leighton finding herself alone with a pile of old dresses in
her armoire. None of them fit her anymore, a realization that underscores her growth
and the passage of time. It is in this moment of quiet reflection that Campbell bursts in
with a bag containing the dress Leighton had tried on earlier, an unexpected but
playful intervention. In a humorous and lighthearted exchange, Campbell hands over
the dress with the stipulation that Leighton must wear it to the dance, or their
friendship will be at risk. This playful ultimatum serves as a reminder of the
importance of friendship and the small, sometimes trivial, things that can hold deep
meaning in relationships. The chapter expertly captures the essence of adolescence,
where moments of humor and play intertwine with deeper emotional reflections.
Leighton’s journey of self-acceptance, familial love, and friendship all come together in
this chapter, presenting a rich tapestry of experiences that shape her world. Through
these seemingly small yet significant moments, readers are reminded of the
complexities of growing up and how each choice, no matter how trivial it may seem,

plays a role in shaping one’s sense of identity and connection to others.



Chapter Fifty-Nine

In Chapter Fifty-Nine of "If These Wings Could Fly," the protagonist, Leighton, grapples
with her emotional turmoil following a troubling weekend. Liam, visibly distressed,
picks her up for school and expresses his worry about her well-being, suggesting that
she may need help. Despite-her acknowledgment of his concerns, Leighton deflects,
apologizing for missing Liam’s big game and expressing relief at his loss, hinting at her

own inner chaos.

The chapter captures the sym