
Long Island

Long Island is a 2024 novel by Colm Tóibín, which serves as a continuation of his
critically acclaimed novel Brooklyn. The story follows the life of Eilis Lacey, now in
her 40s, living on Long Island with her husband Tony Fiorello and their two teenage
children. Despite her years in America, Eilis has remained deeply connected to her
Irish roots and has never returned to her homeland.

The novel is set in 1976, and the peaceful life Eilis has built in America is disrupted
when a man from Ireland visits her and reveals that his wife is pregnant with Tony’s
child. The man intends to abandon the child, leaving Eilis with a significant decision to
make. Faced with her husband's betrayal and the impending birth of a child, Eilis
decides to return to Ireland before the child is born, seeking clarity and peace of mind.

Once in Enniscorthy, her hometown in Ireland, Eilis reconnects with old friends and
encounters Jim Farrell, her former lover. Amidst the changing dynamics of her
hometown and personal relationships, Eilis finds herself torn between rekindled love,
family responsibilities, and personal choices. The story is a journey of self-discovery
and emotional decisions.

Part One:i

The chapter opens with Francesca informing Eilis about a persistent Irish visitor who
has been asking for her specifically, sparking curiosity and unease. Their conversation
reveals underlying tension as Eilis contemplates the implications of this stranger’s
interest. Francesca’s sharp wit and perceptiveness contrast with Eilis’s apprehensive



mood. As daily life unfolds with family members arriving home, Eilis is caught between
the mundane rhythm of her household and the looming presence of an unknown man
whose intentions remain unclear.

When the visitor finally appears at the door, his aggressive demeanor and pointed
accusations immediately unsettle Eilis. He claims that Tony, her husband, has fathered
a child with another woman, threatening to deliver the newborn to Eilis’s home. His
words are laced with hostility and possessiveness, reflecting a deeply personal
grievance. Eilis senses the man’s sincerity and stubbornness, recognizing traits
familiar from her Irish background, and realizes the potential danger of his threats in
the quiet neighborhood.

Eilis wrestles with the disturbing reality of the situation, imagining the vulnerable
woman carrying Tony’s child and the possibility of a baby being abandoned at her
doorstep. The visitor’s determination and the quiet setting amplify her fear, as she
contemplates what such an act would mean for her family and herself. Her internal
conflict deepens as she considers the social and cultural differences between her past
in Ireland and her present life, highlighting her isolation and the complexity of her
predicament.

The chapter closes with Eilis reflecting on her loneliness and the absence of trusted
confidantes. Memories of her late sister Rose, who once provided guidance during
crises, emphasize her current vulnerability. With her mother in Ireland and her sisters-
in-law tied to different cultural expectations, Eilis feels the weight of the situation
pressing down on her. This moment underscores the profound uncertainty she faces,
caught between past loyalties and present challenges in a foreign land.



Part One:i

The chapter begins with Francesca informing Eilis that an Irishman has been searching
for her, visiting every house but specifically asking for Eilis by name. Despite
Francesca’s efforts, the man remains tight-lipped about his intentions. Eilis, somewhat
apprehensive about the arrival of another man, reflects on her family routine and her
recent promise to quit smoking, highlighting her sense of responsibility amidst the
unfolding tension. When the doorbell rings, Eilis is surprised to find the man Francesca
mentioned, whose Irish accent and demeanor remind her of home, setting a
foreboding tone.

The visitor confronts Eilis with an aggressive and accusatory tone, claiming that her
husband, Tony, the plumber, has impregnated his wife. He accuses Tony of deceit and
vows to take the unborn child from the woman’s home as soon as the baby is born,
threatening violence against Tony if he appears. The man’s directness and veiled
threats unsettle Eilis, who tries to gauge his sincerity and intentions. His familiarity
with personal details about Eilis and Tony deepens the sense of intrusion and danger,
underscoring the complex interpersonal conflicts brewing beneath the surface.

Eilis contemplates the reality of the man’s threats, recognizing a stubbornness and
sincerity in him reminiscent of men she knew in Ireland. She understands that in their
home country, such actions would be prevented by community oversight, but here, in
this quiet neighborhood, the man could act without being noticed. The prospect of a
baby being left on her doorstep or a pregnant woman seeking Tony’s support fills her
with dread. The chapter poignantly explores Eilis’s internal struggle as she grapples
with fear and uncertainty about the consequences of Tony’s affair and its impact on
her life.

The chapter closes with Eilis feeling isolated and overwhelmed, longing for guidance
from her deceased sister Rose, who had been a source of strength during crises. She



finds no comfort in her mother, who is far away in Ireland, or in her sisters-in-law, who
come from different cultural backgrounds and may not fully understand her
predicament. This sense of solitude emphasizes Eilis’s emotional vulnerability as she
faces a troubling and complex situation alone, setting the stage for the challenges to
come.



Part One:ii

The chapter opens with a depiction of Tony’s father’s Saturday ritual of checking on his
sons’ cars, a gesture reflecting his care and mechanical expertise despite his wife's
concerns about him getting dirty. This routine extends to Eilis, who has recently
acquired an inexpensive car, drawing her father-in-law’s attention and approval. His
recommendation of Mr Dakessian, a trusted Armenian mechanic and family friend,
underlines the community’s reliance on dependable, honest service and the
importance of maintaining familial and cultural ties through shared support networks.

Eilis’s interactions with Mr Dakessian deepen beyond automotive matters, revealing
layers of cultural history and personal identity. Mr Dakessian shares his Armenian
heritage and the pain of displacement, highlighting his family’s escape from historical
atrocities and the preservation of tradition through his daughter’s upcoming Armenian
wedding. Their conversation draws a parallel to Tony’s Italian family, emphasizing the
enduring connection immigrant families maintain with their origins, even while
integrating into a new society.

The narrative then shifts to Eilis’s role within the family business, where her efforts to
introduce structured accounting meet resistance from Tony and his brothers, who
perceive her involvement as intrusive. This tension illustrates the challenges of
balancing professional competence with family dynamics and cultural expectations.
Frank’s candid remark about his own unwillingness to work within the family business
contrasts with Eilis’s dedication, setting the stage for her decision to seek a different
professional path.

Ultimately, Eilis accepts Mr Dakessian’s offer to work at his garage, a move motivated
by both practical considerations and her strained position within Tony’s family
business. The negotiation of working hours, holidays, and salary reflects her pragmatic
approach and desire for autonomy. This decision signifies a turning point, as she



embraces a new opportunity that aligns with her skills and aspirations, while
maintaining the supportive relationships that have shaped her experience thus far.



Part One:ii

The chapter opens by describing Tony’s father’s Saturday routine of inspecting his
sons’ cars, a ritual that extends to Eilis when she buys a cheap car. Despite initial
doubts, Tony’s father comes to appreciate the value of her purchase and regularly
checks the vehicles, emphasizing the importance of maintenance. He recommends his
trusted friend, Mr Dakessian, an Armenian garage owner known for his expertise, fair
prices, and friendly service, contrasting him with less reliable mechanics. Eilis,
managing the family business accounts, frequently interacts with Mr Dakessian,
finding him as dependable as described.

During one of her visits, Mr Dakessian gifts Eilis a book on Armenian history,
highlighting a shared experience of cultural displacement. He recounts his family’s
escape from Armenia as a child and expresses a deep sadness about his heritage,
especially for his son who grows up disconnected from their roots. The conversation
reveals the significance of cultural identity and the desire to preserve it, illustrated by
Mr Dakessian’s daughter’s upcoming Armenian wedding. Eilis relates this to Tony’s
Italian family, noting their similar attachment to heritage.

Mr Dakessian later shares a book on Irish history, drawing parallels between the
Armenian and Irish experiences of suffering and resilience. He discusses his reluctance
to hire outsiders to maintain the family-run nature of his garage and extends an
invitation to Eilis to join his business. This opportunity arises as his daughter prepares
to leave, and Eilis, frustrated by resistance from Tony’s brothers to her accounting
system, decides to accept the offer. The chapter explores themes of cultural
continuity, family loyalty, and career decisions within immigrant communities.

The chapter concludes with Eilis negotiating her working conditions and salary with Mr
Dakessian, establishing a professional agreement. She plans to transition smoothly by
learning from the current employee and sets clear expectations for work hours and



holidays. Mr Dakessian’s mock surprise at her terms and the discussion of salary
reflect the practicalities of balancing respect for tradition with modern workplace
arrangements. The chapter captures a moment of personal growth and change for
Eilis, highlighting the complexities of family dynamics and cultural identity in everyday
life.



Part One:iii

In this chapter, Eilis grapples with a disturbing situation involving a threat from a man
who plans to leave a baby on their doorstep. Her initial physical distress and Rosella's
concern highlight the tension permeating her daily life. Eilis attempts to maintain
normalcy, engaging in household chores and work, while Tony’s silence and
evasiveness deepen the strain between them. Their nighttime conversation reveals
Tony’s awareness of the threat and his struggle to communicate, further complicating
their relationship as Eilis demands honesty about the situation and Tony’s fidelity.

Despite Tony’s assurances that no other person is involved, the couple’s interactions
are marked by distance and unspoken fears. Eilis finds herself isolated with the burden
of the threat, as neither Rosella nor Larry know the full extent of the problem. Tony’s
avoidance and early bedtimes amplify the growing emotional gap. Eilis’s internal
conflict intensifies as she contemplates the implications of the man’s threat and Tony’s
apparent helplessness, while she resolutely refuses to take responsibility for the baby
should it arrive.

The chapter also explores the dynamics within Tony’s family, particularly the influence
of his mother, Francesca, who seems oblivious or indifferent to the crisis. Eilis suspects
Tony has withheld information from his mother, adding another layer of complexity
and uncertainty. This familial tension underscores the challenges Eilis faces in seeking
support and guidance, as she navigates the threat largely alone, balancing her resolve
with the emotional toll it exacts.

Towards the end, Eilis takes a proactive step by contacting Frank’s law office, signaling
her desire to find a solution beyond the confines of her immediate domestic struggles.
This action reflects her determination to confront the situation pragmatically, even as
she remains wary of Tony’s intentions and the unpredictable influence of his family.
The chapter closes on a note of quiet tension, with Eilis poised between resignation



and the need for decisive action.



Part One:iii

In this chapter, Eilis grapples with the unsettling news delivered by a man who
threatens to leave a baby on her doorstep, a situation that deeply unsettles her and
strains her relationship with Tony. Despite Rosella's concern over Eilis’s health after a
troubling episode, Eilis focuses on managing her daily tasks and avoiding confrontation
with Tony, who remains distant and silent about the threat. Their nighttime
conversations reveal layers of unspoken tension, with Eilis pressing Tony for clarity,
and Tony reluctantly confirming the seriousness of the man’s intentions. The couple’s
communication is marked by silence and guarded exchanges, underscoring the
emotional distance growing between them.

Eilis finds solace in her work at the garage, using it as an escape from the
uncomfortable atmosphere at home. While Tony maintains a facade of normalcy, his
reluctance to discuss the impending crisis leaves Eilis isolated in her worries. The
secrecy and burden weigh heavily on her, especially since Rosella and Larry remain
unaware of the situation. Tony’s early retirements to bed and feigned sleep further
emphasize the emotional chasm, leaving Eilis awake and contemplative beside him.
This dynamic highlights the profound loneliness and uncertainty Eilis faces as she
navigates this looming challenge alone.

The chapter also explores the conflict between Eilis’s resolve and Tony’s sense of
obligation. When Eilis firmly states her refusal to care for the baby, Tony reminds her
of their marital bond, intensifying the dilemma. Eilis acknowledges Tony’s helplessness
but resists any sympathy that might weaken her stance. She recognizes Tony’s subtle
attempts to maintain peace and the influence of his mother, Francesca, whose familial
loyalty complicates matters further. The tension between personal boundaries and
family expectations emerges as a central theme, illustrating the complexity of their
predicament.



Towards the end, Eilis’s uncertainty prompts her to take proactive steps, including
contacting Frank’s law office for an appointment, signaling her search for guidance
amid the crisis. Her observations of Francesca’s unchanged demeanor suggest Tony’s
reluctance to involve his mother, adding another layer of secrecy. This chapter
captures Eilis’s emotional turmoil, the fragile state of her marriage, and the looming
impact of an unexpected responsibility, setting the stage for difficult decisions ahead.



Part One:iv

The chapter centers around the Fiorello family's longstanding tradition of Sunday
lunches at their Lindenhurst home, where multiple generations gather to share a meal
and conversation. Tony’s mother, Francesca, meticulously prepares a large dining
room for these occasions, emphasizing family togetherness and discipline, especially
among the children. Despite the warmth and care in these gatherings, Eilis finds the
noisy, overlapping conversations overwhelming and struggles to fully engage, feeling
out of place amidst the lively banter and the heavy meals.

Francesca’s role as matriarch is pivotal, balancing strict rules for the children’s
behavior with humor and kindness, contrasting with other family members’ harsher
disciplinary styles. Eilis appreciates Francesca’s calm presence and the help from the
daughters-in-law in managing the household. Nevertheless, the Sunday lunches are a
source of strain for Eilis, who often feels overwhelmed by the volume and chaos of the
family interactions, especially after the children leave the table and the adults’
conversations become increasingly loud and fragmented.

Eilis captures the family’s festive atmosphere through photographs, which reveal a
joyful and abundant scene that she considers sharing with her own mother. However,
aware of her mother’s different experience and the absence of such family gatherings
in her life, Eilis decides against sending the pictures, mindful of the sadness they might
evoke. The chapter also touches on family history, with the father-in-law recounting
the poignant story of his mother’s failed immigration to America, a tale that resonates
deeply within the family’s collective memory.

A tense moment arises when Eilis challenges her father-in-law’s conservative views on
the Vietnam War protests, asserting her opposition to the war and defending the
protestors. Her comments spark discomfort and silence from other family members,
highlighting generational and ideological divides. Francesca diffuses the tension by



suggesting a toast with grappa, but Eilis’s confrontation reveals underlying conflicts in
values and loyalties within the family, underscoring the complexity of maintaining
harmony amid differing perspectives.



Part One:iv

The chapter centers on the longstanding tradition of the Fiorello family’s Sunday
lunches in their Lindenhurst cul-de-sac, where Tony’s mother hosts a large extended
family meal. The gatherings are a significant weekly event, with the matriarch
meticulously preparing the meal and setting the long table crafted by her son Mauro.
Despite the joyful appearance and the festive atmosphere captured in photographs,
Eilis experiences the lunches as somewhat overwhelming, particularly due to the noisy
and chaotic conversations. The children are expected to behave politely under
Francesca’s strict yet kind guidance, contrasting with the harsher discipline from other
family members.

Eilis’s relationship with her mother-in-law Francesca is marked by warmth and
appreciation, as Francesca prefers Eilis’s calm demeanor over the more critical
attitudes of other daughters-in-law. However, Eilis often feels out of place during the
lively banter and finds the sustained noise and interruptions challenging. The family
dynamic reveals differing parenting styles and interpersonal tensions, notably with
Enzo and Mauro’s louder, more authoritarian approach. Despite these challenges, Eilis
values the family connection and the sense of belonging these lunches provide.

The chapter also delves into the family’s history and cultural identity, especially
through the stories recounted by Eilis’s father-in-law about his mother’s rejection at
Ellis Island, a poignant narrative that underscores themes of immigration and loss. This
history is a recurring motif in family conversations, reflecting both pride and sorrow.
Additionally, the chapter touches on political and generational divides within the
family, highlighted by a tense exchange about the Vietnam War protests, where Eilis
voices her opposition to the war, clashing with her father-in-law’s traditional views and
sparking discomfort among the adults.



Ultimately, the chapter portrays a complex portrait of family life, balancing affection
and conflict, tradition and change. The Sunday lunches symbolize both unity and
discord, serving as a microcosm of the family’s cultural heritage, personal histories,
and evolving beliefs. Eilis’s perspective offers insight into the immigrant experience
and the challenges of integrating into a close-knit, opinionated family while
maintaining one’s own identity and values.



Part One:v

In this chapter, Eilis grapples with the unsettling presence of a man’s visit that lingers
in her mind like a sudden chill. Meanwhile, Tony remains secretive about the plans he
and his mother are making, leaving Eilis feeling somewhat isolated despite their
outward appearance as the perfect married couple. She resists sharing the troubling
news about the baby and possible adoption, hoping to rely on Frank for further
information. Their daily walks around the neighborhood become a subtle dance of
unspoken thoughts and observations, underscoring the tension beneath their
seemingly normal life.

At work, Eilis brings her camera to capture moments of her daily environment and
colleagues, intending to send the photos to her mother back home. Their conversation
reveals the deep distance and longing between them, as Eilis has not seen her mother
for over twenty years and worries when letters do not arrive. Mr. Dakessian’s
suggestion that Eilis invite her mother to America highlights the emotional barrier
between them, shaped by time and circumstance, and underscores the theme of
separation and connection that runs through the chapter.

A visit from Lena introduces an element of support and discretion. Lena offers help and
understanding regarding the distressing situation with the baby, emphasizing the need
for secrecy from others, especially Enzo. This moment of solidarity contrasts with the
isolation Eilis feels and hints at the complex social dynamics within their community.
Meanwhile, a letter from Eilis’s mother brings a bittersweet reminder of her past,
notably the absence of Jim Farrell’s name, rekindling memories of a summer romance
kept secret from everyone, including Tony.

The chapter closes with a reflective scene at Jones Beach, where Eilis recalls earlier,
happier times with Tony and their friends. The description of their Sunday gatherings
evokes a sense of nostalgia and community, highlighting Tony’s devotion and the



romantic idealism surrounding their secret marriage. The young women’s admiration
of their story underscores the enduring hope and belief in love, even as Eilis navigates
the uncertainties and challenges that now define her life.



Part One:v

In this chapter of *Part One:v*, Eilis grapples with the lingering unease brought on by a
recent visitor, whose presence unsettles her in subtle but persistent ways. Meanwhile,
Tony remains reticent about his and his mother's plans, prompting Eilis to attempt
coaxing him into conversation during their walks. Despite her growing curiosity and
the temptation to confide in Frank about the baby and potential adoption, she chooses
silence, valuing the possibility of gaining more information later. Their interactions,
filled with lighthearted stories and observations, create an illusion of a perfect married
couple to any onlooker.

Eilis’s connection to her past and family is explored through her interactions at work
and at home. She brings a camera to capture moments of her colleagues and
workplace, intending to share these glimpses of her life with her mother. Their
correspondence reveals a deep sense of longing and distance, as it has been over
twenty years since they last met. The poignant absence of Eilis’s mother from her
children’s lives underscores the emotional cost of separation. Additionally, the
unexpected visit from Lena offers a glimpse of support and solidarity within Eilis’s
community, emphasizing the importance of discretion and the shared shock over the
baby.

The chapter also touches on Eilis’s complex history in Enniscorthy, revealed through a
letter from her mother listing acquaintances who have asked about her. Notably
absent is Jim Farrell, a significant figure from Eilis’s past with whom she shared a
secret romance. This omission stirs memories and highlights the secrecy surrounding
her marriage to Tony, which she has kept hidden even from close friends and family.
The chapter captures Eilis’s internal conflict as she reconciles her past with her present
life in Brooklyn.



Finally, the narrative shifts to a reflective moment as Eilis decides to visit Jones Beach,
recalling earlier summers spent there with Tony and their friends. These memories
evoke a sense of warmth and community, contrasting with the current uncertainties
she faces. The depiction of Tony’s devotion and the perception of their marriage as a
romantic ideal among their peers adds depth to their relationship. The chapter closes
with a celebration of love and destiny, reinforcing the underlying themes of
connection, secrecy, and the complexities of personal history.



Part Two:i

The chapter opens in Nancy’s chip shop, where the pervasive smell of cooking oil fills
the air as she prepares to open for business. Nancy reflects on the absence of her
daughter Miriam, who would normally complain about the lingering odor infiltrating the
house. She calls out for her son Gerard but receives no reply, knowing he often prefers
socializing at local pubs now that the chip shop is successful. The thick fumes compel
Nancy to switch on a noisy fan and eventually open the shop’s door to let the smoke
escape, despite concerns about disturbing neighbors or attracting unwanted attention.

Nancy recalls a recent council motion criticizing businesses like hers for causing
disturbances, resulting in restrictions on her operating hours during weekdays. The
chip shop’s busiest times are weekends, which often disrupt the peace for families
living above the shops. Her unease grows when she notices Mr. Roderick Wallace, the
Bank of Ireland manager who had previously denied her a loan, and his wife Dolores
watching her through the window. Known critics of her business, the Wallaces confront
Nancy, voicing complaints about the shop’s odor and cleanliness, and suggesting she
violates planning regulations.

The confrontation escalates with sharp exchanges, as Nancy boldly challenges the
Wallaces, hinting at their impending transfer and expressing the community’s likely
relief at their departure. Gerard observes the scene from across the square, providing
Nancy with a measure of support. Despite the tension, Nancy remains resolute and
unyielding, rebuffing their provocations with defiant remarks. Later, she worries that
any gossip about the altercation will damage her reputation further, reinforcing the
perception that her business lowers the tone of the Market Square.

As night falls and business slows, Nancy prepares to close early, turning off the noisy
fan and leaving the door open to clear the fumes. Two other figures, a man and a
woman from a troubled local family known for their disruptive behavior and heavy



drinking, appear at the window demanding service. Despite their persistent knocking
and aggressive demands, Nancy refuses to reopen, prioritizing order and safety in her
shop. She finishes her cleanup quietly, signaling the end of another challenging day
balancing community tensions and the demands of running her business.



Part Two:i

The chapter opens with Nancy preparing her chip shop for the day, surrounded by the
thick smell of cooking oil that permeates the shop and threatens to invade the house
above. She notes with relief that her daughter Miriam is out, as Miriam often complains
about the lingering odour. Nancy calls out for her son Gerard, hoping he is home, but
he is absent, spending evenings at local pubs with other business owners. As the
fumes grow oppressive, she turns on the noisy fan, eventually opening the door to air
out the shop, conscious of the complaints from neighbours about the disturbance
caused by her business.

Nancy reflects on the recent council motion that forced her to close the chip shop
earlier on certain weekdays to reduce noise and disruption. Despite this, weekends
remain busy, and the shop continues to disturb the peace of those living above the
town’s shops. Her work is interrupted by the arrival of Roderick Wallace, the local bank
manager, and his wife Dolores, who openly criticize the shop’s cleanliness and the
odour it produces. Their hostility is personal, recalling past grievances including a
denied loan and social snubs at a local tennis club, intensifying the tension between
Nancy and the Wallaces.

The confrontation escalates as Nancy retorts sharply to the Wallaces, challenging their
presence in the town and expressing the community’s desire for their transfer. Gerard
watches the exchange from across the square, highlighting the familial support behind
Nancy. Despite the altercation, Nancy worries that gossip will cast her as the
troublemaker, further damaging her reputation in the Market Square. The chapter
captures the ongoing struggle between Nancy’s determination to maintain her
business and the social pressures she faces from influential town figures.

As the day ends, Nancy closes the shop early due to slow business and the noisy fan.
She notices another couple, known locally for their disruptive behaviour and frequent



drunken visits, attempting to get her attention through the window. Despite their
insistence and rude demands, Nancy refuses to reopen, signaling the end of the day.
This final scene underscores the challenges Nancy faces not only from the town’s elite
but also from difficult customers, illustrating the complex social environment
surrounding her livelihood.



Part Two:ii

The chapter opens with Eilis at home, eagerly awaiting deliveries she ordered as a
surprise for her mother. When the delivery men arrive with a fridge, washing machine,
and cooker, the neighbors watch curiously. However, it quickly becomes apparent that
Eilis did not consult her mother beforehand. The house remains unchanged after
twenty years, lacking modern appliances, which motivated Eilis's gesture. Her mother,
however, is taken aback and confused by the unexpected arrival of these large items,
questioning their purpose and expressing concern over the disruption and lack of
communication.

Eilis explains her intentions to surprise her mother with these much-needed
appliances, believing it would improve their daily life. Her mother, however, feels
undermined and unprepared for such changes, emphasizing that she never asked for
these items and was not waiting for Eilis to "put everything right." Despite everything
being paid for and delivered, her mother is unsure about accepting the appliances and
contemplates returning them, highlighting the tension between Eilis’s enthusiasm and
her mother’s cautious practicality.

The narrative then shifts to a meeting between Eilis and Frank, her brother-in-law, who
offers her financial support for her trip back home. Frank shares a story about his
grandfather’s return to Italy and uses it to explain the significance of having money on
hand. He gives Eilis two thousand dollars with no strings attached, encouraging her to
use it for practical or personal needs during her stay. This gesture contrasts with the
earlier conflict, showing a different form of support and care within the family.

The chapter concludes with Eilis observing her mother’s physical pain and growing
strength in handling the situation. Her mother decides to leave the appliances in the
hallway temporarily, uncertain about their placement or use, and tells the delivery
men to inform the plumber that his services might not be needed. The family sits



together, reflecting on the unexpected events, while the unresolved question lingers
about who will bear the cost or responsibility for the new appliances, underscoring the
complexities of family dynamics and change.



Part Two:ii

In this chapter, Eilis returns home to find herself caught in an unexpected situation
after ordering new kitchen appliances without consulting her mother. The arrival of a
fridge, washing machine, and cooker surprises the household and neighbors alike. Eilis
had hoped to surprise her mother with these modern conveniences, but the
unchanged state of the house over twenty years makes the sudden upgrade feel
overwhelming. Her mother, accustomed to a simpler lifestyle without such appliances,
is bewildered and uncertain about the deliveries, highlighting a generational and
perceptual gap between them.

The tension escalates as the delivery men begin moving the old cooker out and
preparing to install the new equipment, while Eilis’s mother questions the necessity
and origin of the orders. Despite Eilis's good intentions, her mother expresses
frustration at not being consulted and insists she would have handled such decisions
herself. The chapter portrays the delicate dynamics of family relationships, respect,
and communication, especially when change is introduced abruptly, revealing
underlying issues about autonomy and tradition.

Additionally, the chapter includes a conversation between Eilis and her brother-in-law,
Frank, who provides her with a substantial sum of money for her trip. Frank’s gesture
is rooted in kindness and an understanding of Eilis’s difficult circumstances, offering
financial support without expectation of repayment. His story about his grandfather’s
experience underscores themes of family support and the significance of returning
home, while also emphasizing the complexities of cultural and familial expectations.

Towards the end, Eilis observes her mother’s physical struggles and newfound
strength, which contrasts with her earlier gentleness. Her mother’s decision to delay
the installation of the appliances reflects her need to process the changes on her own
terms. The chapter closes with a quiet moment of reflection among Eilis, her mother,



and her brother, encapsulating the challenges of adapting to change within a family
while maintaining respect and understanding.



Part Two:iii

In this chapter, Jim, the pub owner, notices a familiar figure—Eilis Lacey—who appears
to avoid his gaze, stirring a mix of recognition and uncertainty in him. The pub, a
longstanding family establishment, serves as a backdrop for Jim's reflections on past
relationships and present social dynamics. Regular patrons and acquaintances,
including Martin and Mrs Lacey, form a subtle network around him, highlighting
changes in their interactions since Eilis’s departure. Jim’s observations reveal his
yearning for connection amidst the routine of his bar work and the shifting community
around him.

The pub itself embodies tradition and change; it remains largely untouched since Jim’s
grandfather’s time, preserving old woodwork and its original character. Yet, it adapts
gradually as new groups, like young sports enthusiasts brought in by the new barman
Andy, begin to frequent the space, blending old and new social currents. Jim balances
the demands of running the pub with the challenges posed by Andy’s youthful energy
and assertiveness, reflecting tensions between maintaining order and embracing
change within the establishment.

Jim’s personal life is marked by solitude and unfulfilled desires, as illustrated by his
interactions with Colette, Shane’s wife. Her visits are tinged with subtle
encouragement for Jim to seek companionship and move beyond his bachelorhood,
despite his skepticism and self-doubt. Their conversations reveal the emotional
undercurrents in Jim’s life, including his awareness of lost opportunities for love and
the societal expectations surrounding marriage and relationships in their community.

Ultimately, Colette proposes a potential match for Jim, suggesting someone he has
known all his life but never considered romantically. This suggestion opens a window
for hope and reconsideration, as Colette highlights the qualities that make Jim a
worthy partner and the hardships the woman has endured. The chapter closes on this



tentative possibility, emphasizing themes of loneliness, the passage of time, and the
quiet hope for renewal within familiar surroundings.



Part Two:iii

In this chapter, Jim Farrell, the pub owner, notices a familiar figure, Eilis Lacey, who
seems to avoid his gaze, stirring a mix of recognition and uncertainty. The narrative
reveals Jim’s connections with local patrons, including Eilis’s mother and Martin, who
frequents the bar but remains distant. The dynamics within the pub are highlighted
through Jim’s observations of the staff, particularly Andy, a young and somewhat
cheeky barman whose presence brings a new crowd, contrasting with Jim’s more
traditional approach to managing the establishment.

Jim reflects on the history and atmosphere of the pub, which has remained largely
unchanged since his grandfather’s time. Despite considering modernization, he chose
to preserve its old-fashioned charm, which appeals to a loyal clientele, including local
teachers and longtime patrons. The recent addition of a back space has attracted
younger sports enthusiasts, subtly transforming the pub’s social environment. Jim’s
routine includes taking Thursdays off to travel to Dublin but returning to maintain his
connection with the pub and its community.

The chapter also delves into Jim’s personal life, particularly his interactions with
Colette, Shane’s wife, who visits him upstairs to encourage him to find companionship.
Their conversations reveal Jim’s loneliness and reluctance to pursue new relationships,
compounded by his age and demanding work schedule. Colette’s persistent yet gentle
prodding culminates in her suggesting a potential partner, a woman Jim has known all
his life but never considered romantically, highlighting themes of missed opportunities
and the complexities of human connection.

Ultimately, the chapter paints a vivid picture of Jim’s world—a blend of tradition,
change, and personal introspection. It balances the social rhythms of the pub with
intimate moments of vulnerability, illustrating Jim’s struggle between holding onto the
past and embracing the possibility of new beginnings. The subtle tension between



familiarity and change underscores the emotional undercurrents that drive the
narrative forward.



Part Three:i

In this chapter of *Part Three:i*, Laura encourages Nancy to adopt a brisk walking
routine as a means to lose weight and improve her health. Despite Nancy’s initial
reluctance and preference for a slower pace, she agrees to start walking regularly,
setting alarms and planning her routes along the Prom and Market Square. Their
conversations reveal Nancy’s inner conflicts and gradual acceptance of the new
lifestyle changes, while Miriam, Nancy’s daughter, appears detached and indifferent
about her upcoming wedding, underscoring differing attitudes toward life’s challenges
within the family.

Nancy’s interactions highlight her cautious navigation of social expectations and
personal grief. She worries about appearances and the judgments of others as she
prepares for Miriam’s wedding, a significant event that contrasts with her subdued
demeanor. The chapter touches on Nancy’s reflections about her future with Jim
Farrell, hinting at unspoken plans and uncertainties regarding where they might live
after marriage. This subplot adds depth to Nancy’s character, showing her balancing
practical concerns with emotional vulnerability.

The narrative also explores Nancy’s encounter with Nora Webster and her sister
Catherine, illustrating the complex dynamics of widowhood and community support.
Although Nora’s empathy is genuine, Nancy feels uneasy about the assumptions made
regarding her grief. Catherine’s offer to help Nancy with wedding preparations,
including arranging a special appointment with a sales assistant in Dublin, reflects the
social networks and kindness that can arise in times of need. Nancy’s hesitant
acceptance of this assistance signals her desire to move forward despite lingering
insecurities.

Towards the chapter’s end, Nancy’s proactive step to contact the sales assistant, Miss
Metcalfe, demonstrates her growing determination to embrace change. The warm



reception she receives upon mentioning a mutual acquaintance suggests a hopeful
turning point, blending practicality with social connection. Overall, this chapter
carefully balances themes of loss, renewal, and community, portraying Nancy’s
gradual journey toward acceptance and empowerment amid life’s transitions.



Part Three:i

In this chapter of *Part Three:i*, the narrative centers on Nancy’s gradual efforts to
regain control over her life following a period of loss and transition. Encouraged by
Laura to adopt a brisk walking routine for health and weight loss, Nancy struggles with
motivation and the physical demands of the exercise. Their differing attitudes toward
pace and purpose highlight Nancy’s initial reluctance and Laura’s insistence on
discipline. Meanwhile, preparations for Miriam’s wedding provide a backdrop of familial
activity, with Laura emphasizing the significance of the event and Miriam expressing a
more detached, almost weary perspective.

The chapter also explores Nancy’s internal conflict about her future living
arrangements with Jim Farrell, revealing her cautious contemplation of shared plans
and her desire to introduce the idea of building a bungalow. This subplot underscores
Nancy’s tentative steps toward creating a new home and life beyond her widowhood.
The detailed descriptions of the updated drawing room and Jim’s unchanged sitting
room symbolize the contrasting states of renewal and stagnation within their lives,
reflecting deeper emotional undercurrents.

Nancy’s encounter with Nora Webster and her sister Catherine introduces themes of
social interaction and community perception. Despite Nora’s empathetic outreach,
Nancy feels alienated by their assumptions about her grief, underscoring her need for
autonomy and respect. The conversation shifts to practical matters, with Catherine
offering assistance in securing a dress for the wedding, which Nancy accepts as a
means to navigate social expectations. This interaction reveals Nancy’s balancing act
between vulnerability and resilience as she negotiates her place within her
community.

Concluding the chapter, Nancy’s proactive step to contact Miss Metcalfe at Switzers in
Dublin, facilitated by the connection through Catherine’s friend Marie Barry, marks a



moment of agency and hope. This decision signifies Nancy’s willingness to engage with
new opportunities and embrace change, despite lingering uncertainties. Throughout
the chapter, the interplay of personal determination, social dynamics, and impending
life events creates a textured portrayal of Nancy’s journey toward renewal and
acceptance.



Part Three:ii

In this chapter, Eilis prepares to leave her mother’s house, navigating the tension that
arises from her mother’s discomfort with Eilis’s dreams of America. Their conversation
reveals the mother’s preoccupation with social perceptions and her disdain for
American culture, which contrasts with Eilis’s quiet determination to distance herself.
Eilis’s decision to escape this environment is solidified by her mother’s insistence on
shutting down any discussion about America, prompting Eilis to plan a brief stay at
Martin’s house by the sea, offering a plausible excuse to others about her absence.

Upon arriving at Martin’s house in Cush, Eilis discovers the property is neglected and
unsuitable for a comfortable stay. Realizing that neither her mother nor Martin would
know if she chose not to stay there, she decides instead to book a hotel in nearby
Wexford. In the town, she shops for essential furnishings and household items,
negotiating with a local furniture shop owner who recognizes her from Enniscorthy.
Eilis’s urgency and insistence on immediate delivery underscore her desire for
independence and control over her situation.

Once the new bed is set up and the old furniture removed, Eilis begins to settle into
the house, appreciating the peaceful coastal surroundings. The quiet and natural
beauty contrast with her previous life, and she reflects on the novelty of sleeping alone
for the first time since her marriage to Tony. This solitude offers her a moment of
personal freedom and a chance to contemplate her relationships, particularly the
distant memories of Tony’s family and her hopes for her own family’s upcoming visit.

Eilis’s reflections deepen as she considers the dynamics within Tony’s family,
especially the playful teasing involving her name by Tony’s son Larry. These memories
highlight the complex intersections of family, identity, and belonging that permeate
her life. The chapter closes with a brief mention of Tony’s father’s visit to the garage,
hinting at unresolved tensions and connections that continue to influence Eilis even as



she seeks a new path.



Part Three:iii

In this chapter, Jim’s growing relationship with Nancy is explored against the backdrop
of social expectations and personal hesitations. After spending a day together in
Dublin, Jim contemplates making their engagement public, hoping it would compel
them to formalize their commitment. Nancy, however, insists on careful planning,
mindful of not overshadowing Miriam’s upcoming wedding. Jim’s impatience contrasts
with Nancy’s caution, reflecting their differing approaches to the future. Despite the
delay, Jim finds himself increasingly drawn to the idea of marriage, his dreams
becoming more vivid as he envisions a life with Nancy.

The journey to Dublin marks a turning point for Jim, as he appreciates Nancy’s
presence more deeply. Unlike his usual solitary drives, Nancy’s company brings an
ease and interest to their conversations, even in moments of silence. Jim notices the
genuine engagement in her voice and the way she shares her concerns, which endears
her further to him. This growing affection highlights Jim’s shift from enjoying solitude
to valuing companionship, setting the emotional tone for their evolving relationship.

Meanwhile, the local pub environment provides a contrasting social landscape where
Jim finds camaraderie and distraction. Characters like Andy and Shane Nolan offer
lively sports discussions and personal anecdotes, enriching the communal atmosphere.
These interactions reveal Jim’s integration into the community and his appreciation for
familiar routines, even as his private life stirs with new possibilities. The pub serves as
a space where Jim balances his internal reflections with external social connections.

Jim’s discretion about his engagement underscores his cautious nature and respect for
privacy. Despite trusting Colette, he refrains from sharing his plans, wary of gossip and
the consequences of premature disclosure. This restraint is rooted in lessons from his
father about the importance of silence in his role as a barman. The chapter closes with
subtle hints of Jim’s nervousness and excitement, as he navigates the complexities of



love, secrecy, and social expectations, poised between anticipation and restraint.



Part Four:i

The chapter opens with a tense exchange between Laura and Gerard, highlighting his
apparent hangover and lack of readiness for an important event. Nancy, meanwhile,
remains in the kitchen, reflecting on her appearance and the approval of her outfit by
Miriam and Laura. As preparations continue, Nancy is relieved that Laura is driving to
the cathedral to avoid unwanted attention. The focus of the day is Miriam’s wedding,
where she will walk down the aisle in a simple white dress, accompanied by her
brother Gerard. Nancy’s thoughts drift to her own wedding day, recalling past tensions
and the discreet nature of honeymoon arrangements.

As the group approaches the cathedral, Nancy encounters various family members
and acquaintances, including the groom’s mother, Mrs Wadding, whose preoccupation
with the wedding gifts reveals her controlling nature. Nancy notes the contrasting
appearances of Mrs Wadding and her sisters, as well as Eilis Lacey, who stands apart
in a striking yellow dress and black accessories. The encounter with Eilis feels formal
and restrained, prompting Nancy to wonder about the changes time and distance have
wrought on her old acquaintance, now transformed by her experiences in America.

Jim Farrell’s presence brings a sense of warmth and reassurance to Nancy, who is
determined to let go of anxieties about the day and her own image. She reflects on the
positive qualities of Matt, Miriam’s fiancé, and the happiness the couple seems to
share. Nancy is hopeful about her own future with Jim and the possibility of starting
anew after a difficult year. The narrative conveys a sense of cautious optimism and the
importance of family bonds amid the wedding festivities.

The chapter concludes with Nancy and Laura taking their seats in the front pew,
observing the arrival of Matt’s family and noting their traditional demeanor. Nancy’s
focus remains on the ceremony and the significance of the day, despite minor
distractions from Laura. The presence of Nancy’s own family, including her sister Moya



and her children, adds to the sense of occasion. The chapter captures the mixture of
anticipation, reflection, and subtle social dynamics that surround a wedding,
emphasizing themes of change, continuity, and personal growth.



Part Four:ii

In this chapter, Eilis engages in a subtle yet revealing conversation with her mother
about appearance and societal expectations, particularly focusing on the choice of
dresses and hats for an upcoming wedding. Her mother’s initial critiques give way to a
rare compliment, suggesting a complex relationship marked by unspoken emotions
and restrained affection. The dialogue highlights the tension between personal
preference and community scrutiny, reflecting the pressures Eilis faces as she
navigates her identity and presentation within a close-knit environment.

Upon arriving at the cathedral grounds, Eilis encounters familiar faces and experiences
an undercurrent of social judgment and restrained warmth. Interactions with
acquaintances, including Nancy and a woman who knew her sister, Rose, underscore
the community’s collective memory and expectations. The presence of Jim Farrell, who
arrives alone and maintains a cautious distance, introduces an element of unresolved
tension and shared history, further complicated by the watchful eyes of those around
them.

As the wedding ceremony unfolds, Eilis’s thoughts drift to her past, particularly to Jim
and the emotional complexities surrounding their parting. She reflects on the
loneliness of her early days in America and the narrative she has constructed about
her journey and relationships. The contrast between her private realities and the
stories circulated by Tony’s brothers reveals the dissonance between public perception
and personal truth, illustrating the challenges of reconciling different facets of her life.

The chapter closes with Eilis’s continued introspection during the mass, contemplating
her connection to home and the people she left behind. Her silence on certain matters,
such as Jim’s existence and the true nature of her relationship with Tony, points to the
unresolved emotional undercurrents shaping her experience. This nuanced portrayal
emphasizes themes of identity, belonging, and the complexities inherent in balancing



personal history with societal expectations.



Part Four:iii

In this chapter, Jim waits anxiously for Eilis to arrive, contemplating the complexities of
their relationship and the possibility of Nancy calling unexpectedly. He reflects on his
feelings, imagining scenarios where Eilis might not come, finding comfort in the idea of
preserving the memory of their connection rather than confronting reality. Jim’s
thoughts reveal his inner conflict and longing, as he balances hope with the fear of
losing what little closeness they share. The tension builds as he considers the potential
awkwardness if Nancy and Eilis were to meet, highlighting the emotional stakes of this
encounter.

When Eilis arrives, the atmosphere is charged with restrained emotion and unspoken
questions. Their conversation is cautious and measured, touching on Eilis’s children
and her life in America, yet carefully avoiding direct mention of her husband. Jim
senses her hesitance and reads between the lines, understanding that she is guarded
and uncertain about her own situation. Their dialogue reveals the distance time and
circumstance have created, yet also the lingering connection that draws them
together in this quiet, intimate setting.

Jim wrestles with his own feelings of jealousy, hope, and resignation as he tries to
gauge Eilis’s intentions. He is torn between wanting to know the truth about her
marriage and fearing the impact of that knowledge. The chapter portrays his
vulnerability and the complexity of human relationships, where love, loyalty, and
personal history intertwine. Jim’s reflections on his engagement to Nancy and his
unresolved feelings for Eilis underscore the emotional ambiguity and tension that
define this moment.

Ultimately, the chapter captures a poignant encounter marked by unspoken truths and
emotional restraint. Jim and Eilis share a fragile connection, each navigating their own
uncertainties and desires. The scene ends with Jim’s cautious openness to confiding in



Eilis, tempered by the awareness that their time together is limited. This chapter
poignantly explores themes of longing, memory, and the delicate balance between
past and present relationships.



Part Five:i

In this chapter, Nancy meets with Father Walsh at the Manse to discuss her upcoming
marriage to Jim. Father Walsh shares encouraging news about the church’s support for
their wedding in Rome, mentioning an old friend who can assist with arrangements,
including finding a suitable chapel and accommodation. He advises Nancy to consider
spending at least a week or two in Italy to deepen their relationship before the
ceremony. Nancy reflects on her recent visits to confession and her feelings about
disclosing her plans, appreciating the discretion and understanding shown by the
priests involved.

The conversation between Nancy and Father Walsh reveals a warm, supportive
relationship grounded in faith and trust. Father Walsh expresses genuine happiness for
Nancy and Jim’s future, remarking on Jim’s good spirits when he recently saw him.
Nancy confirms that only a few people, including the priests, know about the
engagement, emphasizing the couple’s desire for privacy. The priest reassures her
that the church will handle all necessary formalities and underscores the sacredness of
holy matrimony, lightening the mood with a smile.

Later, Nancy faces practical challenges running her chip shop alone on a busy
Saturday night. Gerard, who usually helps, refuses to cancel his social plans despite
Nancy’s requests, leading to tension between mother and son over responsibility and
support. When a disruptive incident occurs involving a drunken customer vomiting
inside the shop, Nancy struggles to manage the situation alone. The experience forces
her to confront the reality that she cannot handle the business by herself during busy
times and that Gerard needs to take more ownership.

The chapter closes with Nancy feeling overwhelmed and vulnerable after closing the
shop early due to the chaos. She avoids contacting Jim, fearing he might see her in
distress, and retreats to the kitchen, shaken by the night’s events. This moment



highlights Nancy’s internal conflict between her personal hopes and the practical
burdens she faces, setting the stage for further developments in her relationships and
responsibilities.



Part Five:ii

The chapter opens with a candid conversation among Eilis, Larry, and Rosella as they
travel from the airport. Larry shares details from a book about the Great Hunger,
revealing the dire circumstances of the Famine when people were said to have
resorted to extreme measures for survival. Eilis is skeptical about Larry’s reading but
listens as he discusses the grim realities depicted in the book. The siblings also discuss
the political context, including Bernadette Devlin’s activism, reflecting on the social
and historical differences between Northern and Southern Ireland. Eilis advises secrecy
regarding their grandmother’s ignorance of current events, emphasizing respect for
her pride and sensitivity.

As the journey continues, Eilis quietly contemplates the absence of communication
from Tony, their father, and the unspoken tensions within the family. The narrative
shifts to a more intimate setting with Eilis recalling her encounter with Jim Farrell at
the Montrose Hotel. Their interaction is tender and tentative, marked by a mix of
affection and restraint. Eilis is aware of the complexities surrounding her position and
the challenges of leaving her mother’s house, yet she embraces the moment with Jim,
savoring their connection despite the uncertainties.

Jim’s confidence contrasts with Eilis’s cautiousness as they dine at a quiet Italian
restaurant. Their conversation touches on politics, with Jim expressing surprise at the
Watergate scandal’s exposure and reflecting on the differing perspectives between
Ireland and America. Eilis grapples with the muted public awareness of the Northern
Ireland conflict in her current environment, noting the contrast with the American Irish
community’s preoccupation with the issue. Jim recounts the fleeting attention given to
Belfast refugees, highlighting the community’s shifting responses to political crises.

The chapter concludes with Eilis experiencing a moment of unexpected anticipation for
the evening ahead, signaling a subtle shift in her emotional state. Her reflections



reveal a growing complexity in her identity and relationships, underscored by the
interplay of personal desires and external pressures. The narrative balances historical
context, family dynamics, and intimate moments, weaving a nuanced portrayal of
Eilis’s life as she navigates between past and present, home and abroad.



Part Five:iii

In this chapter, Gerard and Jim discuss the future of the family chip shop business. Jim
explains that while the shop is unlikely to be sold, it’s premature to fully hand over
control to Gerard. Instead, they propose a gradual transition where Gerard will use the
same accountant and bank as Jim, pay reduced rent to his mother, and meet weekly
with Jim to review accounts and resolve issues. This arrangement is designed to
prepare Gerard for eventual full ownership, emphasizing the significant responsibility
involved, especially the demanding work hours.

Meanwhile, Jim contemplates his own complicated personal situation. He hopes Eilis
will contact him and agree to move to New York, which would allow him to end his
engagement with Nancy discreetly. Jim imagines the challenges ahead, including
breaking the news to Nancy and managing the social repercussions in their small town.
Despite the potential for a new beginning with Eilis, he struggles with uncertainty
about her true feelings and the timing of her decision.

Jim reflects on his role as a pub owner, observing how customers often ignore reason
despite knowing better. He compares this behavior to his own internal conflict,
acknowledging that he is similarly drawn to risky choices despite the consequences.
His pride in managing the pub responsibly contrasts with his personal doubts,
especially as he questions whether his hopes for a future with Eilis are realistic or
merely wishful thinking.

The chapter closes with Jim’s concern that Eilis must never learn about his
engagement to Nancy. He fears the complications that knowledge would bring,
especially since Nancy is an old friend of Eilis. Jim’s thoughts reveal the tension
between his hopes for a new life and the moral and emotional complexities he faces,
underscoring the uncertain and fragile nature of his plans going forward.



Part Six:i

In this chapter from *Part Six:i*, Nancy meets with Oliver Rossiter, a Wexford-based
estate agent, to view a potential building site at Lucas Park. Despite the gloomy
weather diminishing the site’s appeal, Oliver highlights its potential, mentioning
outline planning permission for a bungalow and suggesting the involvement of a
landscape gardener to improve the property’s prospects. Nancy contemplates the
site’s proximity to the road and its suitability for construction, weighing her options
carefully to avoid impulsive decisions. The conversation reveals the challenges of site
selection and the delicate balance between location, price, and personal preference.

Oliver then introduces Nancy to another property near Ballyhogue, accessible via a
narrow, overgrown lane by the river. This site, owned by Mags O’Connor, who is now in
the County Home, carries a somewhat complicated history including planning
permissions that were never acted upon. Nancy recalls her past deliveries in the area,
reflecting on the personal connections and hardships she has experienced. The new
site offers a broader, brighter view despite its slope and access difficulties, with Oliver
emphasizing the work needed to make it viable for building.

The negotiation over the price of this second site reveals tension and negotiation
challenges. Mags is asking double the expected amount, which Oliver candidly
discusses with Nancy. They acknowledge the site’s drawbacks, including its exposure
to harsh winds from the river and its isolation, but also its unique qualities. Oliver
warns Nancy about Mags’s personality, who enjoys the attention that selling the site
brings and may resist a quick sale. Nancy decides to reveal her identity to Mags,
hoping her past goodwill might influence the negotiations.

The chapter ends with Oliver informing Nancy that Mags insists on meeting her
personally and threatens to sell the site to another buyer if Nancy does not visit
promptly. This development adds urgency to Nancy’s decision-making, highlighting the



complexities of property transactions in rural areas, where personal relationships and
timing play crucial roles. The chapter balances practical real estate concerns with the
emotional and social dimensions of Nancy’s journey.



Part Six:ii

The chapter opens with Mrs. Lacey setting a clear expectation for the family gathering:
everyone must be prepared for the twelve o’clock mass the following day, and they
will depart together at twenty-five minutes past eleven. Jack offers to drive her, but
she confidently declines, relying instead on her grandsons for support. The scene
reveals the presence of family members who have traveled from England and America,
highlighting differences in appearance and demeanor between the brothers Jack and
Pat. Jack is polished and successful, while Pat appears worn and less confident,
reflecting their contrasting life experiences and social standings.

Eilis observes the dynamics among the family, noting the tension and subtle divisions.
Jack has prospered by recognizing the importance of reliable union labor, which has
distinguished him professionally. Martin, Eilis’s brother, provides insight into Jack’s
business acumen, emphasizing his ability to deliver on promises despite higher costs.
Meanwhile, Pat and his family live a more modest existence, with Pat working in a
warehouse and maintaining a quieter presence. The younger generation, including
Larry, feels somewhat alienated from their English cousins, who are unfamiliar with
traditional Irish culture, particularly sports like hurling.

The evening’s social interactions reveal underlying family complexities. Jack and Pat’s
reluctance to engage with old acquaintances and their avoidance of public attention
suggest discomfort with their past or present identities. Mrs. Lacey expresses relief
that their wives did not accompany them, fearing prolonged and tedious
conversations. The family reminisces about traditional social customs, contrasting
them with current behaviors, as Eilis reflects on how dances and meetings have
evolved, especially in America. This underscores the cultural shifts experienced by the
family across generations and geographies.



The next morning, the family gathers for the mass, maintaining a dignified and orderly
procession under Mrs. Lacey’s watchful eye. The men are subdued, likely affected by
the previous night’s events. Eilis contemplates her uncertain future, particularly
regarding Jim Farrell’s potential arrival from America and her own impending return.
She wrestles with practical and emotional questions about where she and her children
will live and how her relationship with Tony might resume. The chapter closes on this
note of ambiguity and anticipation, highlighting Eilis’s internal conflict and the
unresolved tensions within the family.



Part Six:iii

The chapter opens with a quiet moment between Eilis and Jim, as he lies awake beside
her, hesitant to disturb her sleep. Jim reflects on their recent interactions and the
unspoken questions about their relationship’s future. Despite his desire to clarify their
situation, he chooses to wait until Eilis is ready to speak. Their shared morning is
marked by gentle teasing and an intimate domesticity, revealing a tentative but
growing closeness. The sunny weather contrasts with Jim’s internal uncertainty about
how and when their relationship will be defined, especially with external pressures
looming.

As they share breakfast and plan to visit the nearby strand, their conversation reveals
subtle tensions and hopes. Eilis’s suggestion to swim together evokes memories and a
sense of renewal, while Jim’s admission of no longer knowing how to swim symbolizes
his emotional vulnerability. Their walk along the coast, choosing a quiet and secluded
path, underscores their desire for privacy and a fresh start. The natural setting acts as
a backdrop to their evolving connection, blending moments of lightheartedness with
deeper, unspoken concerns.

The narrative shifts briefly to Jim’s encounter with Jack Lacey and his brothers at the
pub, where old tensions resurface. Jack’s insinuations about Jim and Eilis’s past
relationship introduce an element of social pressure and potential conflict. Jim’s calm
dismissal and his request to Shane to keep Jack at bay highlight his determination to
protect his relationship with Eilis. This episode underscores the challenges they face
not only in their personal dynamics but also within the community’s watchful eyes.

Returning to Eilis and Jim’s interaction, Eilis reveals complications in her personal life
that affect their future together. She discloses her intention to leave her marriage to
Tony and her responsibilities towards her children, indicating that her situation is
complex and unresolved. Their walk along the shore becomes a metaphor for



navigating uncertain emotional terrain, as Jim listens carefully, sensing that patience
and understanding will be crucial. The chapter closes on this note of cautious hope,
with both characters confronting the realities that will shape their next steps.



Part Seven:i

In this chapter, Nancy reflects on her past interactions with Birdseye, a representative
who initially encouraged her husband George to stock frozen foods in their
supermarket. Birdseye had been candid about the challenges posed by the arrival of
large competitors like Dunnes Stores, warning Nancy that small grocers like theirs
would struggle to survive. Despite this, Birdseye proposed a new venture: converting
part of their business into a chip shop using his company’s frozen products, promising
financial viability. Nancy took this bold step quietly, even borrowing money under false
pretenses to fund the transformation, illustrating her determination to adapt and
persevere.

Birdseye regularly visited Nancy to collect orders and monitor the chip shop’s
performance, praising her courage in making swift decisions that many others
hesitated to take. He expressed concern about the slow decline of small supermarkets
across the country, emphasizing the broader economic pressures they faced. The
chapter highlights the tension between traditional small businesses and the rise of
larger retail chains, as well as the necessity of innovation and risk-taking for survival in
a changing market.

The narrative shifts focus to Birdseye’s new plan to expand frozen food sales into local
pubs by introducing toasted sandwiches, aiming to create a fresh market niche. He
asks Nancy to identify a suitable pub in Enniscorthy to pilot the idea, targeting venues
frequented by younger customers and sports enthusiasts. Nancy agrees to assist,
demonstrating her role as a community connector and proactive businesswoman.
However, when she visits the chosen pub, she encounters an unwelcoming
atmosphere and evasive staff, hinting at underlying tensions or secrets regarding the
pub’s management.



The chapter concludes with Nancy returning home, where she engages in casual
conversation with Gerard and Larry about family matters, subtly contrasting personal
relationships with the business challenges she faces. The mention of family members
traveling and interacting underscores the intertwining of community, family, and
enterprise in Nancy’s world. Overall, the chapter portrays Nancy’s resilience and
adaptability amid economic shifts, the complexities of local business dynamics, and
the interplay between personal and commercial spheres.



Part Seven:ii

In this chapter, Rosella discreetly informs Eilis about their grandmother’s unexpected
plan to join them in America. What began as a casual remark about loneliness turned
into a concrete decision, as their grandmother already secured her passport, visa, and
a ticket for the same flight. However, the uncertainty surrounding the length of her
stay and who would care for her during the day creates tension. Mrs Lacey, Eilis’s
mother, also reveals she has arranged to change Eilis’s return ticket to align with the
family’s plans, hoping for a more unified visit despite Eilis’s reservations.

Eilis expresses concern about the practicality of her grandmother’s visit, emphasizing
the challenges of living in a small town with limited social opportunities and the
absence of family members during the day. Mrs Lacey’s discovery of a letter
addressed to Rosella, which she admits to reading, adds complexity to the family
dynamics, highlighting issues of privacy and trust. Despite the awkwardness, Mrs
Lacey suggests that her presence might provide support when Eilis returns to America,
acknowledging the difficulties Eilis will face.

The chapter also touches on local news when Nancy Sheridan arrives unexpectedly,
sporting an engagement ring. The engagement to Jim Farrell, the pub owner, surprises
Eilis, who is skeptical and seeks confirmation. This subplot introduces a layer of social
intrigue and reflects the small-town atmosphere where personal relationships and
gossip carry significant weight. Eilis’s internal conflict and her desire to clear up the
misunderstanding about Jim’s engagement reveal her emotional investment in her
relationships back home.

Finally, Eilis contemplates Jim Farrell’s ability to uproot his life easily, given his
detached family ties and solitary position as a bar owner. This reflection underscores
the theme of transition and uncertainty that runs through the chapter, as Eilis faces
decisions about her own future in America while grappling with the realities of those



she leaves behind. The chapter closes with Eilis waiting anxiously to make a phone
call, symbolizing her need for reassurance and connection amid the changes
surrounding her.



Part Seven:iii

In this chapter, Jim is preparing for a significant transition in his life, marked by his
decision to leave his familiar surroundings and travel to Dublin. He carefully plans his
departure, deciding to avoid accidental encounters with Nancy, a woman central to his
current personal complexities. Jim intends to settle his affairs, including withdrawing
money from the bank and arranging transportation to the train station with Shane, a
trusted acquaintance. He also plans to meet Colette to discuss the possibility of her
and Shane taking over the pub he is leaving behind, signaling his intention to move on
from his current life.

Jim’s reflections reveal a deep connection to the pub, a place tied to his childhood and
identity. He reminisces about the comfort and security it provided, contrasting it with
the uncertainty he anticipates in Dublin and eventually America. His nostalgia
highlights the emotional weight of leaving a place where he feels confident and
understood. Despite this, Jim acknowledges the necessity of change and the
challenges he will face adapting to new environments, unfamiliar customs, and the
unknown dynamics of life abroad.

The chapter also explores Jim’s relationships and the delicate balance he must
maintain. He plans to inform Eilis of his whereabouts discreetly, intending to
strengthen their bond without overwhelming her. His hesitation to immediately contact
Nancy after she tries to reach him underscores his internal conflict and the complexity
of his interactions with those around him. The narrative captures his struggle to
reconcile past attachments with future aspirations, emphasizing the emotional tension
underlying his decisions.

As Colette arrives, the tone shifts to one of confrontation and revelation. Her grave
demeanor and direct questioning about Nancy’s public display of engagement
introduce an element of social scrutiny and interpersonal tension. This encounter



suggests unresolved issues and foreshadows challenges Jim must face in managing his
relationships and the consequences of his impending departure. The chapter closes on
this note of uncertainty, encapsulating Jim’s precarious position between past loyalties
and future possibilities.


