The Demon of Unrest

The Demon of Unrest by Erik Larson In The Demon of Unrest, bestselling author
Erik Larson delivers a gripping and meticulously researched narrative about the
chaotic five-month period between Abraham Lincoln’s election in November 1860
and the start of the American Civil War with the attack on Fort Sumter in April

1861.

With his signature blend of history and storytelling, Larson paints a vivid picture of a
nation on the brink. He focuses on key players—President Lincoln, the conflicted
Union commander Robert Anderson, radical secessionist Edmund Ruffin, and newly
inaugurated Confederate President Jefferson Davis—each playing a role in the

political theater and miscommunications that led to war.

Set against the looming threat of national collapse, the book explores themes of
hubris, idealism, fear, and tragic miscalculation. Larson also brings to life the
everyday tension in Charleston, South Carolina, where hostility grew and diplomacy

failed.

A masterclass in historical suspense, The Demon of Unrest captures how a series of
small moments, human flaws, and unchecked passions tipped the United States into

its bloodiest conflict.

Dismay and Dishonor

Dismay and dishonor unfolded in the tense chapter of “The Demon of Unrest" on April
8, as Southern commissioners and Secretary of State William Seward engaged in a

heated exchange. Seward, writing in the third person, framed his perspective on the



unfolding events, firmly stating that he did not view the Southern movement as a
legitimate revolution or a foundation for an independent nation. Instead, he dismissed
it as a passing partisan excitement, emphasizing his belief that it was not worthy of
formal recognition. His refusal to meet with the Southern commissioners or engage
with them diplomatically was grounded in his position that he lacked the authority to
recognize them as legitimate representatives of a government. This diplomatic
dismissal, while expected, was a sharp blow to the commissioners, who had hoped for

some degree of acknowledgment.

The commissioners, now enraged by Seward’s rejection, responded with accusations
and anger. They believed Seward's refusal was a deep insult to Southern honor and
made clear their belief that he was out of touch with the reality of the situation. Their
letter conveyed a sharp warning: any bloodshed that would follow this diplomatic
breakdown would be attributed directly to President Lincoln and his administration.
They saw the rejection as a challenge that they could not ignore, readying themselves
for a confrontation they believed was inevitable. This exchange highlighted the sharp
divisions between the North and South, with diplomacy failing to ease tensions. The
refusal, though anticipated, ignited a flame of resentment that would soon fuel the fire

of conflict between the two sides.

Seward’s response to the commissioners was cold and dismissive. A simple one-
sentence acknowledgment of their letter was all that was given, reiterating that no
further engagement was possible. The disdain in his reply only served to heighten the
commissioners’ sense of being slighted and pushed them further from any hope of
reconciliation. Meanwhile, President Lincoln’s emissaries, Chew and Talbot, arrived in
Charleston the same evening with a message regarding the resupply of Fort Sumter.
Their communication indicated that provisions would be sent without force unless met
with resistance, which was meant to be a gesture of goodwill. However, the message
was not well received by the Confederate side, with General Beauregard quickly
rejecting Captain Talbot's request to allow the supplies to reach the fort. Beauregard

pointed out the firmly entrenched positions held by both sides, further demonstrating



the deadlock.

The rejection of the supplies set off a chain of reactions. Beauregard, upon receiving
the message from Lincoln’s emissaries, informed Confederate War Secretary Walker of
the Union's intentions. Walker, quick to act, issued orders to ensure that no provisions
would be allowed into Fort Sumter, seeing the act of resupply as a provocation. That
same night, Beauregard took another drastic step, halting all mail between Fort
Sumter and Charleston, tightening the noose around Major Anderson’s communication.
Alarmed by this sudden restriction, Anderson made a desperate attempt to retrieve
critical outgoing letters, but Beauregard denied his request, signaling the growing
divide and the escalation-of tensions. This moment captured the high-stakes nature of
the unfolding situation, where diplomatic niceties were increasingly abandoned in

favor of military readiness and strategic maneuvering.

This chapter is a clear illustration of the escalating estrangement between the North
and South, with diplomacy failing and military leaders bracing for war. Seward’s aloof
and detached diplomatic stance only exacerbated the frustration felt by the Southern
commissioners, whose honor was wounded by the dismissal of their cause. On the
other side, the Confederate military leaders, led by Beauregard, moved swiftly to cut
off communication and prevent the resupply of Fort Sumter, signaling that they were
preparing for the next phase in the conflict. Both sides were now deeply entrenched,
not only in their political and ideological differences but in their preparations for war.
This chapter effectively sets the stage for the breakdown of all diplomatic efforts and
the transformation of tension into outright conflict. The actions taken on both sides
were clear indications that war was no longer a distant possibility but an immediate,

looming reality.



Change of Heart

Change of heart occurred for President Lincoln on March 28, just before his first state
dinner, when General Winfield Scott's memo landed on his desk. The memo painted a
grim picture of Fort Sumter’s situation, noting that Anderson’s position was becoming
increasingly untenable due-to Beauregard’s artillery installations. Scott predicted that
any effort to relieve the fort would take matrleastiten-moenths to organize, during which
Union forces would likely be defeated. This grim assessment suggested that the fort's
evacuation should be expedited as a peace-promoting gesture, which was a difficult
conclusion for Lincoln to accept. Scott’'s evaluation, marked by its military and political
implications, left Lincoln deeply unsettled, as it forced him to reconsider his strategy

regarding the looming conflict.

However, Scott's recommendation didn’t stop at merely advocating for the evacuation
of Fort Sumter; he argued that such a move alone would not be enough to preserve
the Union. He insisted that both Fort Sumter and Fort Pickens needed to be evacuated
to maintain support from the border states and the upper South. Scott’s suggestion
sent shockwaves through Lincoln’s mind, as it intertwined military strategy with
delicate political concerns, further complicating the already tenuous situation. Lincoln
was startled by the suggestion, as it seemed to position the fate of the Union’s
cohesion and survival on a risky, potentially catastrophic move. His distress mounted
as he prepared for the state dinner, feeling the weight of Scott's words pressing down
on him. The enormity of the decision that was now on the table, involving not just

military strategy but political allegiance, left Lincoln in turmoil.

The state dinner, a lively and social occasion, provided a temporary escape for Lincoln,
yet his mind remained occupied with the troubling content of Scott's memo. Despite
the festivities, Lincoln's preoccupation with the situation at Fort Sumter was apparent,

particularly to the guests in attendance. Among them was William Russell, who



observed Lincoln’s storytelling, which appeared to be a technique for diffusing tension
and navigating difficult situations. Russell, keen to understand Lincoln’s strategy
concerning the secession crisis, hoped to glean some insight into the president’s
thoughts during the dinner. However, despite his close attention, Russell left the
evening with no clearer understanding of Lincoln’s intentions. The political complexity
surrounding Fort Sumter remained a tightly held secret, and Lincoln’s ability to
maintain composure during the dinner revealed his strategic focus, even in moments

of deep personal distress.

After the dinner, Lincoln convened his cabinet privately,to discuss Scott’s message and
its implications. The room was filled with tension, and the silence that followed
highlighted the gravity of the situation. Postmaster General Blair broke the silence,
strongly criticizing Scott for blending military recommendations with political
considerations. Blair argued that Scott’s shift from a strictly military perspective to a
political one was not only misguided but dangerous for the Union’s survival. Lincoln,
who had been mulling over Scott’s proposal, listened carefully and then called for a
formal cabinet meeting the following day to revisit the resupply mission to Fort
Sumter. The political and military stakes were so high that every word and decision

could shape the future of the Union, leaving Lincoln with little room for error.

The following day, as new information emerged regarding pro-Union sentiment in
South Carolina, Lincoln’s cabinet revisited the decision about the resupply mission.
After considering this new intelligence, most of the cabinet members changed their
position, now favoring the resupply of Fort Sumter. Blair, pushing for swift action to
avoid escalating conflict, urged Lincoln to move forward with the expeditions without
delay. Lincoln, facing mounting pressure from both within his cabinet and the country,
reluctantly agreed to authorize two expeditions, one for Fort Sumter and another for
Fort Pickens. However, Lincoln’s decision was fraught with risk, as both missions relied
on the same warship, the side-wheel steam frigate Powhatan. This logistical conflict
created a significant challenge for the administration, as it left the Union vulnerable to

unforeseen complications. The potential for disaster was high, and the risk of failure



loomed large as Lincoln navigated the increasingly complex situation.

The cabinet's decision to move forward with the resupply missions demonstrated the
internal divisions and urgent pressure that Lincoln faced. His approval of both
expeditions was a calculated move aimed at preventing further conflict, but it was also
laden with the uncertainty of potential failure. The reliance on the Powhatan for both
missions highlighted the logistical challenges that the Union would soon face, further
complicating Lincoln's strategy. The stakes of this decision could not have been higher,
as the outcome would-determine-not just the fate of Fort Sumter but the very future of
the Union. Lincoln’s leadership was now being tested, and the choices he made in the

coming days would have a lasting impact on the course of the Civil War.



Wigfall

Wigfall’s daring journey to Fort Sumter on April 13 marked a pivotal moment in the
early stages of the Civil War, driven by his desire to be part of history. The ex-senator
from Texas, known for his passionate speeches, fiery rhetoric, and a reputation for
heavy drinking, was determined to ensure that the Confederate cause was
represented in the tense negotiations with-theydnion forces. With the direct
authorization from Brigadier General James Simons, Wigfall and three enslaved
oarsmen set out in a small, leaky boat, undeterred by the risks posed by treacherous
waters and the looming threat of enemy fire. This audacious act was driven not only by
his belief in the righteousness of the South’s cause but also by his need to prove

himself as a significant figure in the war's unfolding drama.

Wigfall’s decision to proceed without a formal flag of truce created immediate
complications, but his quick thinking led him to fashion a makeshift flag using a
handkerchief and a piece of his companion's shirt. This impromptu solution added to
the dramatic nature of his mission, as he proudly raised the makeshift truce flag and
sighaled his approach. The rowboat’s progress was painfully slow, and the vessel
began to take on water, further escalating the danger of their mission. Despite the
ongoing artillery fire from Fort Moultrie, which seemed to disregard their status as
bearers of a flag of truce, Wigfall remained resolute, pushing forward in an attempt to

fulfill his task, which he saw as integral to the Southern war effort.

Upon nearing Fort Sumter, the reality of the destruction was stark. The fort, once a
symbol of American unity, had been reduced to ruins, with the main gate completely
burned away and debris scattered across the area. The landscape around the fort
appeared desolate, adding to the somber atmosphere that enveloped the scene. As
they navigated the remains of the fort’s entrance, the mood shifted from one of

urgency to quiet reflection on the enormous toll the war had already taken. Young,



Wigfall's companion, grew anxious about their safety, especially as the oarsmen
became increasingly nervous, unsure whether to stay and complete the mission or

attempt to flee in the confusion of the moment.

The arrival of Major Robert Anderson, the Union commander at Fort Sumter, marked a
crucial turning point. Anderson, initially confused and wary of the Confederates’
intentions, had no choice but to hear Wigfall out, given the dire circumstances of his
position. Wigfall, eager to present himself as the messenger of the Confederacy,
assured Anderson thatthe South-was seeking an honorable surrender, hoping to spare
the fort from further destruction, Andersan, faced with a/dire shortage of supplies,
recognized the reality of his situation and began to consider the offer. This moment of
hesitant negotiation between the two men would set the stage for the eventual

surrender of Fort Sumter, marking the beginning of the Civil War.

Despite Anderson’s pragmatic consideration of Wigfall’s offer, the decision was far
from easy. Anderson’s troops, who had endured days of bombardment and
deprivation, were in no position to continue fighting. However, the complexities of the
situation weighed heavily on Anderson, as he had to weigh the honor of surrender
against the political ramifications of such an act. In the midst of this, Wigfall’s boldness
and dramatic approach to diplomacy created a sense of urgency that pushed Anderson
toward a decision. Ultimately, despite the overwhelming pressure, Anderson agreed to

surrender the fort, but the tension of the moment was not lost on either man.

As the meeting concluded, Young’'s attention remained fixed on the boat, watching the
enslaved oarsmen, who were unsure of whether to remain or flee, an indication of the
ongoing complexities surrounding the conflict. Their anxiety mirrored the sense of
uncertainty that pervaded the region. Back in Charleston, Confederate leaders were
anxiously awaiting news from Wigfall, hoping that his negotiation skills could bring
about the desired outcome, but they too were unsure of what would unfold next. The
uncertainty of the moment, coupled with the growing animosity between the North

and South, added to the volatile nature of the situation.



Wigfall's actions would eventually be hailed as a significant moment in the early days
of the Civil War. His bold, almost reckless approach to negotiating with Anderson
would become part of the mythology surrounding Fort Sumter’s fall. The Confederate
victory, while symbolic, was short-lived, and it marked the beginning of open hostilities
between the Union and the Confederacy. The chapter reveals not only the dramatic
events surrounding the fall of Fort Sumter but also the personal complexities of those
involved in the early stages of the conflict. For Wigfall, his desire to play a central role
in the war’s development was fulfilled, but it also highlighted the growing divide that

would ultimately lead to the war’'s devastating,.consequences.



Seward’s Trick

Seward'’s trick, a politically calculated maneuver, unfolded just days before Abraham
Lincoln’s inauguration, revealing the intricate webs of political rivalry and strategy that
permeated the formation of the new administration. At the heart of the tension was
the heated debate surrounding Lincoln’s cabinet, a process marred by various political
factions vying for power-and-influence. While jkincoiln had-already secured William
Seward’s agreement to serve as Secretary of State, other crucial appointments
remained unresolved. The prospect of Salmon Chase, a staunch abolitionist, being
chosen for the role of Secretary of the Treasury caused significant concern for Seward.
He feared that Chase’s strong stance on anti-slavery issues would only serve to further
alienate the upper South, possibly encouraging more states to join the Confederacy.
The political climate had become so fraught that Seward, once a reliable ally, now
found himself questioning whether he had a secure position in the new government,

leaving him vulnerable to what he saw as an emerging threat.

Compounding Seward’s unease was his anxiety about the upcoming inaugural

address. Having contributed extensively to the crafting of Lincoln’s speech, Seward
was invested in the direction the address would take, hoping it would reflect his own
vision of unity and reconciliation. However, as the inauguration neared, doubts began
to creep into Seward’s mind about whether Lincoln had incorporated his suggestions or
if the president-elect had ultimately chosen to ignore his counsel. Adding to his
frustration was the persistent rumor circulating in Washington that Lincoln might
decide to replace him with Salmon Chase, a move that would effectively marginalize
Seward’s influence in the administration. The rumors had a destabilizing effect on
Seward, leading him to become more uncertain and cautious about his role, especially

as he prepared to step into a high-profile cabinet position in such a turbulent time.



On March 2, just two days before the inauguration, Seward made a surprising and bold
move by withdrawing his acceptance of the Secretary of State position. In his letter to
Lincoln, he stated that recent events had forced him to reconsider his willingness to
serve, leaving his reasons deliberately vague. Seward’s unexpected withdrawal
shocked both Lincoln and his key secretaries, Nicolay and Hay, who had assumed that
his appointment was a done deal. This abrupt decision was seen as a move of political
self-preservation, one that added another layer of complexity to an already
complicated cabinet formation process. Despite his involvement in the early stages of
cabinet selection, Seward’s sudden retreat.was.a.reminder that personal ambitions
and political calculations often shaped the decisions“of even the most seasoned

leaders, leaving Lincoln to grapple with the fallout from Seward’s maneuver.

Lincoln, with his characteristic patience and political acumen, chose not to react
hastily to Seward’s unexpected move. Instead of responding in anger or frustration,
Lincoln took the time to carefully consider the broader ramifications of Seward’s
actions. Recognizing that Seward’s withdrawal was likely a calculated step in a larger
political game, Lincoln understood that he needed to maintain control of the situation
without allowing Seward to dictate the course of events. Subtly, Lincoln conveyed to
his secretary, Nicolay, that he would not allow Seward’s political maneuvering to
disrupt the delicate process of assembling his cabinet. This moment highlighted
Lincoln’s ability to maintain composure under pressure, understanding that patience
and strategy would serve him better than reacting to Seward’s sudden withdrawal. It
also underscored Lincoln’s deep understanding of the political landscape, where every
action was driven by a complex mix of personal ambition, political strategy, and

national interest.

By navigating these turbulent waters with a calm and measured approach, Lincoln not
only preserved his authority but also solidified his position as a leader capable of
managing even the most difficult political challenges. Seward’s trick, though a
provocative move, ultimately failed to unsettle Lincoln’s determination to shape his
cabinet and guide the nation through the growing crisis. As the country stood on the

brink of civil war, Lincoln’s ability to handle such internal conflicts within his own



government would prove crucial in the coming months. The events surrounding
Seward’s withdrawal highlighted not only the personal tensions between political rivals

but also the larger national struggles over power, identity, and direction.



Aunt Fancy Speaks

Aunt Fancy Speaks as she reflects on the deepening political tensions that defined
December of 1860, focusing on President Buchanan’s handling of South Carolina's
secession crisis. With the possibility of South Carolina breaking away from the Union
looming large, Buchanan concentrated on drafting his annual message to Congress.
William Henry Trescot,ja-member of South-Carelina’s elite, played a significant role in
advising Buchanan, providing insights into the region’s grievances and the Southern
perspective. Buchanan, fearing a violent confrontation over federal forts in Charleston
Harbor, believed that secession was imminent, though Trescot assured him that the
process would be carried out peacefully, much like a business transaction. South
Carolina, he predicted, would send representatives to negotiate with Congress to

resolve the separation.

Buchanan, after completing his address, shared it with Jefferson Davis, a leading
Southern figure and a staunch proponent of secession. Davis reviewed the message
and suggested some changes, agreeing that the final version would uphold South
Carolina’s constitutional right to secede, but Buchanan continued to modify it. When
the final version was ready, Buchanan sent a copy to Governor Gist of South Carolina
through Trescot, who anticipated that South Carolina would immediately proceed with
secession upon reading it. The tensions were clear as Buchanan’s address came under
fire, showing the polarized nature of the Union as South Carolina’s move toward
disunion appeared all but certain. Buchanan’s response only seemed to deepen the
divide, showcasing his difficulty in navigating the rapidly escalating conflict between

North and South.

Buchanan's speech, delivered to Congress on December 4, garnered significant
attention, as he outlined the stark contrast between the nation’s prosperity and the

growing unrest. He attributed the discontent to the North’s abolitionist movements,



which he argued undermined the security of Southern states. In his view, the solution
was for the Southern states to manage their internal affairs without interference from
the North, believing that secession based on fear alone was illegitimate. He framed the
issue of secession as revolutionary, asserting that it was only justifiable in response to
extreme federal overreach. Buchanan’s perspective highlighted the fragile nature of
the Union, with his speech failing to soothe the rising tensions, and instead

exacerbating the situation by reinforcing the divides between the two regions.

The reaction to Buchanan’s message was divided and intensely negative. Jefferson
Davis, in particular, expressed his disapproval and vowed to sever ties with Buchanan,
criticizing the denial of the South’s right to secede. On the other hand, Abraham
Lincoln, who was soon to assume office, voiced his shock at Buchanan’s argument,
particularly the blame placed on the North for the crisis. Critics from various quarters,
including William Seward and the New-York Times, condemned Buchanan's approach,
accusing him of inflaming the sectional conflict and failing to fulfill his duties as
president. Buchanan’s handling of the secession crisis marked a turning point in the
nation’s history, his actions or lack thereof, leaving a complex legacy. The speech, full
of contradictions, encapsulated a leadership style that lacked the resolve to prevent

the Civil War, positioning the country at the edge of disintegration.

In this chapter, Buchanan’s handling of the crisis is a key reflection on the broader
struggles within the Union during a time of deep political and social unrest. His inability
to act decisively led to a missed opportunity to deescalate tensions, further solidifying
the rift between the North and South. The complex dynamics of leadership, divided
loyalties, and conflicting ideologies at this critical juncture in American history are laid
bare. Buchanan’s speech and actions, though well-intentioned in some respects,
lacked the foresight needed to prevent the coming storm of civil war, revealing the
limitations of his presidency during one of the most volatile times in the nation’s

history.



Change of Plan

Change of Plan marked a pivotal moment in President-elect Abraham Lincoln’s journey
toward Washington, D.C., on February 22. Upon arriving at Independence Hall in
Philadelphia, Lincoln had initially planned only to raise the flag, an act symbolic of the
nation’s unity. However, as-he stepped out in front of the gathering crowd, his
presence sparked enthusiasm,-compellingrhinmtordelivena speech. Despite struggling
with a hoarse voice, Lincoln gave a heartfelt speech, barely audible at times, yet
deeply resonating with his audience. Standing in a place imbued with the significance
of the Declaration of Independence, he eloguently reflected on the enduring principles
of liberty and equality that had once formed the foundation of the United States. In his
speech, Lincoln highlighted that the fight for freedom and the establishment of the
nation had been about more than just physical separation from Britain—it had been

about upholding the ideals of liberty that were set forth by the Founders.

In the speech, Lincoln boldly emphasized the importance of liberty, not just for the
nation’s founders but for all citizens. He directly linked the survival of the nation to its
adherence to the core principles of equality, declaring that he would rather die than
abandon them. This powerful statement drew an emotional response from the crowd,
signifying that Lincoln’s commitment to the abolition of slavery and the preservation of
the Union was unwavering. Lincoln’s firm stance resonated deeply with the people in
attendance, as they understood the implications of his words in the context of the
nation’s precarious political landscape. His call for unity, grounded in the ideals of
equality, was met with enthusiastic applause, signaling a hopeful shift in the public’s
understanding of what the nation could achieve. It became clear that Lincoln’s
leadership would be pivotal in the coming years, as he positioned himself as a

president who valued the Union and was willing to fight for its preservation.



After Lincoln’s speech, the atmosphere in Independence Hall was one of unity and
optimism, as Lincoln moved to ascend a platform to raise the flag. This simple yet
powerful act was symbolic of the nation’s unity and hope for the future. The crowds
erupted into cheers, reflecting their excitement and support for the new president and
the ideals he represented. A reporter covering the event later noted that Lincoln’s
speech was not only about national unity but also about addressing the pressing issues
of African emancipation, hinting at the president’s evolving stance on slavery. The
flag-raising ceremony became a symbolic representation of the nation’s potential for
healing and change, and the crowd’s reaction.underscored the public’s desire for a
future rooted in justice and equality. Lincoln’s actions and words aligned perfectly with

the nation’s aspirations, setting a tone of unity and progress.

Following the speech and the flag-raising event, Lincoln made the decision to adjust
his travel plans, as suggested by his aides, Pinkerton and Norman Judd. Originally
scheduled to proceed directly to Harrisburg to address the state legislature, Lincoln
chose instead to return to Philadelphia. From there, he would secretly board a
midnight train to Baltimore, an unexpected change in his plans that raised concerns
due to its political implications. Despite the risk of ridicule and potential backlash,
Lincoln moved forward with the plan, reflecting his determination and confidence in
the face of uncertainty. His decision to maintain his course, even when faced with
political challenges and the threat of danger, demonstrated his steadfastness and
commitment to the duties ahead. This shift in plans marked a significant moment in
Lincoln’s presidency, emphasizing his resolve to move forward despite the escalating

tensions and challenges.

Lincoln’s willingness to make difficult and unexpected decisions demonstrated his
leadership qualities. The secretive nature of his journey to Washington added a layer
of intrigue, signaling the mounting concerns over his safety as the inauguration
approached. His composure in the face of such uncertainty also reflected his deep
understanding of the political environment, where every move he made was under
scrutiny. As he moved through this critical phase in his presidency, Lincoln’s

determination to protect the Union and stand firm on his principles became evident,



paving the way for the challenges that lay ahead. His actions, marked by calculated
decisions, emphasized his ability to balance personal conviction with the demands of

national leadership, setting the tone for his tenure as president.



The Rubicon

The Rubicon marks a turning point in Edmund Ruffin's life, as he faced intense
personal and political struggles in 1859. Frustrated by his failure to inspire secession in
Virginia, Ruffin had been tirelessly promoting the cause of disunion and condemning
what he saw as Northern "tyranny." Known for his fiery demeanor, Ruffin, with his
shoulder-length white hair,-appeared as intense asghisgeonvictions. At sixty-five, feeling
alienated and dismissed as a fanatic, he contemplated the finality of suicide,
exacerbated by his personal losses and declining interest in reading, which had once
brought him comfort. His mental state reflected his disillusionment, and he expressed

his despair through writings in his diary, contemplating an end to his life.

However, everything changed for Ruffin on October 16, 1859, with the news of John
Brown's failed raid on Harpers Ferry. The event, meant to spark a slave rebellion,
served as a catalyst for the Southern cause, igniting widespread panic and calls for
retaliation. To Ruffin, Brown's raid represented the tipping point for Southern resolve.
He believed that the raid was proof of the increasing danger posed by Northern
abolitionists and a wake-up call for the South. The attack, while unsuccessful,
energized Ruffin, reviving his belief in the urgency of disunion and in the idea that the

South needed to prepare for war to protect its interests.

In the wake of the raid, Southern society became increasingly fearful and reactionary.
Communities banded together, militias were raised, and laws were enacted with
greater severity against suspected abolitionists. The fear stemmed from the growing
signs of discontent among enslaved populations, which Ruffin believed were
emboldened by the raid. He noticed small but significant shifts, such as enslaved
people wearing finer clothes and becoming more visible in public spaces, which
angered white Southerners, especially in Charleston. This led to a heightened sense of

vigilance, as the South grappled with the idea that their economic and social system



was under threat. Ruffin observed this with both satisfaction and alarm, seeing it as a

confirmation of the need for swift and decisive action toward secession.

Politically, the climate was charged with anxiety and a sense of impending crisis.
Governor William Gist of South Carolina, reacting to the raid and the rising tensions,
declared that the North had “crossed the Rubicon.” This statement symbolized the
point of no return, indicating that South Carolina, and potentially other Southern
states, were now ready to sever ties with the Union. Gist’s declaration was supported
by legal measures that-sought to-tighten control over enslaved populations and
protect Southern institutions from Northern influence. Ruffin, caught up in the fervor,
saw the chaos following the raid as an opportunity for personal recognition. He used it
to further his pro-secessionist agenda, convinced that the South’s destiny lay in

independence from the Union.

The execution of John Brown added fuel to the fire of Southern resistance, and Ruffin
was determined to use it to his advantage. He attended Brown’s hanging, seeing in
Brown’s defiance and courage a reflection of his own convictions. Ruffin believed that
Brown, though misguided, embodied the spirit of resistance against tyranny, and he
sought to use Brown'’s pikes—seized during the raid—as a symbol to galvanize the
South. He viewed the execution not as a defeat but as an opportunity to fuel the
growing fire of disunion. Ruffin's resolve grew stronger, and he became more vocal in
advocating for secession, using the national upheaval as a backdrop for his own

political ambitions.

As the political landscape in the South continued to shift, Ruffin became increasingly
involved in efforts to spread secessionist sentiment. He began writing a novel,
Anticipations of the Future, which he hoped would inspire Southerners to embrace
secession and resist Northern abolitionism. Through his writing, he sought to portray
slavery in a favorable light, defending the institution he believed was essential to the
Southern economy. Ruffin’s work was part of a broader effort to sway public opinion in
favor of secession and to present the South’s cause as one of moral and economic

necessity. His commitment to this cause deepened as he realized that the South was



at a crossroads, with the threat of secession and war looming large on the horizon.

Ultimately, Ruffin's actions and thoughts reflected the growing tension and division
that would soon lead to the Civil War. His fervor for disunion, fueled by his belief in the
South’s righteous cause, drove him to take bold actions and make his voice heard in
the secessionist movement. Even as he faced resistance from other Southern leaders,
Ruffin remained resolute, convinced that the time had come for the South to break
free from the Union and establish its own path. His role in the early stages of the
secession movement would solidify his place in history as one of the South’s most

outspoken advocates for independence.



Under Fire

Under Fire, the Star of the West found itself in a dire situation as it approached Fort
Sumter, coming under fire from a hidden battery positioned on the shoreline. Captain
McGowan, stationed aboard the ship, meticulously documented the dangerous
circumstances, noting the-way cannonballs ricocheted off the vessel's hull. One shot
narrowly missed the pilot-house; while anotherstruck the side of the ship, intensifying
the growing threat to the vessel. Given the ship's large size and lack of experienced
gunners—fifty cadets manned the cannons, many of whom had little combat
experience—it became an easy target. The cadets’ shots were wild and largely
ineffective, further escalating the tension surrounding their mission. This situation
demonstrated the vulnerability of the Star of the West, and highlighted the lack of

preparedness for such a critical engagement in the face of mounting aggression.

As the attack on the Star of the West continued, the crew attempted to signal for
assistance from Fort Sumter by raising and lowering their flag. Lieutenant Doubleday,
stationed at the fort, quickly observed the distress signals and acted with urgency,
alerting his garrison to prepare for action. Meanwhile, Major Anderson, the fort’s
commanding officer, was forced to grapple with the complex reality of his position.
Anderson was torn between responding to the attack on the U.S. flag by ordering a
return fire and the dire consequences that would follow, especially if such actions led
to a full-scale civil war. His internal struggle was fraught with the gravity of the
moment; retaliating could spark conflict, yet inaction could send a message of
weakness, endangering the fort’s credibility. Anderson’s careful consideration of these

competing factors underlined the immense pressure he faced as tensions rose rapidly.

The pressure from his officers, including Lieutenant Jefferson Davis, who called for
decisive action, increased Anderson’s sense of urgency. Davis and others believed that

striking back was the only way to preserve the honor of the Union and protect Fort



Sumter from further provocation. Anderson, however, was increasingly torn, divided
between his duty to the Union and his sympathy for the Southern cause, which had
many supporters within the fort’s ranks. As Anderson grappled with the reality of
escalating tensions, Lieutenant Woods aboard the Star of the West was faced with a
difficult decision. The ship was under constant fire, and the risk of being captured or
grounded in hostile waters was becoming more apparent with each passing moment.
Woods ultimately decided that retreat was the safest course of action, choosing to

withdraw from the harbor to avoid a potentially disastrous confrontation.

Despite the overwhelming danger, the Star of the West,was able to retreat from the
harbor, although Lieutenant Woods knew that time was running out. If the ship failed
to move with the tide, it would be vulnerable to attack, and their escape would
become even more perilous. This realization further highlighted the impossibility of
their mission, as the ship's approach had been anticipated by the local Southern
forces. The element of surprise, which had been the Union’s last hope, was lost, and
they were left scrambling to regroup. This shift in momentum underscored the
changing dynamics of the conflict, as the South’s military strength grew stronger and

more organized, leaving little room for Union advances in this critical moment.

As the Star of the West made its retreat, the garrison at Fort Sumter, though initially
hopeful for a timely response, was left in a state of uncertainty. The situation at the
fort, as well as aboard the ship, reflected the broader tensions within the nation. On
the one hand, the defenders of the fort were doing their best to maintain a stance of
defiance, while on the other, the political and military landscape was rapidly shifting
toward a full-blown confrontation. Anderson’s refusal to take immediate action in
response to the Southern aggression was seen by some as a failure to defend the
honor of the flag, while others viewed it as a necessary restraint to prevent further
escalation. The Star of the West, caught between these competing forces, became a
symbol of the deepening divide between North and South, and the uncertainty of the

future.



The chapter captures the dramatic clash of loyalty, duty, and political pressure faced
by those stationed at Fort Sumter and aboard the Star of the West. It sheds light on
the complexities of the individuals involved, who were all caught in the middle of a
brewing conflict that would soon engulf the nation. The looming threat of civil war was
no longer a distant possibility, but a present reality, as every action taken during this
period had lasting consequences. The vulnerability of the Star of the West and the
growing hostility from the South underscored the broader challenges that the Union
would face in the coming months. The chapter poignantly illustrates the delicate
balance between military decision-making.and. the political forces at play, capturing
the uncertainty and anxiety that permeated this fraught moment in American history.
Through the lens of these tense moments, the stage was set for the explosive conflicts

that would follow, forever changing the course of the nation.



Doubleday’s Revenge

In the chapter titled "Doubleday’s Revenge", the events of April 13, 1861, play a
crucial role in the early stages of the Civil War. This day was marked by the ongoing
bombardment of Fort Sumter by Confederate forces, beginning a violent chapter that
would deeply shape the nation's future. Major Robert Anderson, who commanded the
Union garrison at the fort, found himself facing-overwhelming odds, with the
Confederate forces relentlessly shelling the fort. During this bombardment, the Union
flag at the fort was struck down, symbolizing the crushing weight of defeat. However,
in a remarkable act of defiance and courage, Peter Hart, a police officer from New York
City, took it upon himself to replace the flag. Braving the cannon fire, Hart climbed up
and attached the flag to a spar he retrieved, allowing the Union flag to fly again, albeit
lower than before, creating a poignant and tragic visual. The scene was framed by
black smoke from the fort, the white clouds in the sky, and the bright blue above, a
curious mixture of beauty and despair witnessed by spectators along Charleston’s

Battery.

Amidst this turbulent environment, Captain Abner Doubleday, one of the senior officers
present at the fort, grew increasingly frustrated with the lack of action from the Union
Navy. Despite the heavy bombardment, no reinforcements had arrived to relieve the
soldiers stationed at Fort Sumter, and this sense of isolation and helplessness drove
Doubleday to take matters into his own hands. He ordered his gun crews to fire on the
Moultrie House, where Confederate officers were believed to be stationed. This assault
sent the officers fleeing, yet, miraculously, no casualties were reported. This brief
moment of reprisal, though a minor success for the Union forces, did little to change
the situation at the fort. With no significant reinforcements or naval support on the
horizon, the Union soldiers inside Fort Sumter remained in a state of frustration and

vulnerability.



As the situation inside the fort grew more dire, Major Anderson was forced to make
difficult decisions to ensure the survival of his men. The constant shelling resulted in
multiple fires breaking out within the fort, and the limited resources at the fort became
a serious hindrance to their ability to defend the structure. In an effort to prevent an
explosion, Anderson made the agonizing choice to destroy much of the gunpowder
that had been stored within the fort. This decision significantly weakened the fort's
defensive capabilities, leaving the Union forces in a perilous position. However, despite
the increasingly hostile environment and dwindling supplies, Anderson and his men
showed remarkable resilience. The emotional.toll.of the day, as they were forced to
lower the flag in surrender, was immense. The Union forces had been overwhelmed,
and yet, they held their ground until the very end. The sight of the lowered flag was
not just an acknowledgment of their defeat but also a symbol of the resolve that would

inspire the nation to continue the fight.

In a strange turn of events, as the bombardment seemed to pause, a mysterious figure
appeared outside the fort, waving a sword and a white flag. This signal indicated a
desire for negotiation, and the Union forces were left uncertain about the intent behind
the figure's appearance. Major Anderson, already exhausted and deeply disillusioned,
watched as this figure approached, adding an element of suspense to the already
fraught situation. The figure was soon recognized as someone representing the
Confederate leadership, but the motivations for the truce and the terms of the
negotiation were unclear. Anderson, though physically and mentally drained, had to
consider the possibility of surrender or continued resistance. This moment of
uncertainty brought forth the possibility of ending the conflict without further

bloodshed, but it also foreshadowed the escalating violence that was sure to come.

As the evening progressed, the Union soldiers in the fort were forced to prepare for the
final stages of their evacuation. The sounds of celebratory gunfire and fireworks from
Charleston signified the Confederacy’s victory, but for the men inside Fort Sumter, it
was a solemn moment. They had been isolated for days, under heavy fire, and now,

they faced the reality of retreating without having been able to hold their ground. The



Union forces had been defeated at Sumter, but they would not be crushed. The battle
of Fort Sumter marked the official beginning of the Civil War, a conflict that would last
for years and result in the loss of hundreds of thousands of lives. For the soldiers in the
fort, and for the nation, the events of that day would never be forgotten, and the

consequences of this early battle would shape the course of American history.

Despite the victory of the Confederates, the Union would soon rally, and the
significance of Fort Sumter would not be lost on the nation. It became a rallying cry,
with the Northern states galvanized to take up arms and fight for the preservation of
the Union. In Charleston, the Confederate celebration continued, but a sense of grim
determination and the knowledge that this was only the beginning of a long and brutal
war loomed. The juxtaposition of victory and the impending violence created a

paradox that would define the conflict for years to come.



First Day

On March 5, the first day of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency, he was immediately thrust
into the turbulent realities of leading a deeply divided nation. He received a letter from
William Seward, who had agreed to serve as Secretary of State, confirming his
acceptance of the position.-Seward reflected on his resignation from Congress,
acknowledging the delicate political landscaperandrhow, fortunate he felt to have
avoided major fallout from his decision. Despite their past rivalry during the
Republican nomination process, Seward understood the magnitude of the national
crisis and recognized the necessity of setting aside personal differences for the sake of
the country’s future. While Seward expressed some doubts about the challenges
ahead, he ultimately felt a sense of duty that guided his decision to support Lincoln’s
efforts. This mutual commitment to the nation’s well-being, despite past tensions, was
emblematic of the unity that Lincoln sought to cultivate in his cabinet and in the

country at large.

As Lincoln settled into the White House, the weight of the national crisis became even
clearer. Major Anderson’s letter from Fort Sumter arrived, outlining the increasingly
dire situation and the urgent need for troops, supplies, and reinforcements to defend
the fort. Alongside this communication was a note from the outgoing War Secretary,
Joseph Holt, which further illustrated the precariousness of the fort’s position. Lincoln’s
immediate response was to forward these reports to General Winfield Scott, asking for
a thorough assessment. After reviewing the situation, Scott advised that surrendering
Fort Sumter seemed to be the only feasible option. The fort’s position was too isolated,
its resources dwindling, and the Confederate forces were too numerous and well-
equipped to withstand an extended siege. Despite the grim conclusion, Scott drafted
an order instructing Anderson to evacuate peacefully if the South Carolina Governor

demanded it, but this order was never sent. The situation at Fort Sumter, which would



become the flashpoint for the Civil War, remained unresolved, increasing the

uncertainty surrounding Lincoln’s early days in office.

While the military situation at Fort Sumter dominated much of Lincoln’s attention, the
political landscape was also evolving rapidly. The newly elected Republican-dominated
U.S. Senate moved swiftly to confirm Lincoln’s cabinet appointments, with Seward
officially taking the position of Secretary of State. The swift confirmation was a
significant milestone, signaling the Senate’s support for Lincoln’s leadership. In a move
to establish early cooperation with_his cabinet, Lincoln immediately reached out to
Seward, requesting an urgent meeting to discussthe strategy moving forward. Lincoln
was acutely aware that, with the threat of secession hanging over the Union, it was
crucial to foster a collaborative atmosphere in his administration. This proactive
approach set the tone for his leadership style, one marked by openness and a

willingness to engage in direct dialogue with those who could shape his presidency.

Through these early days, it became apparent that Lincoln was intent on unifying a
fractured government, but the weight of national tensions and t