Assassin's Revenge--A David Slaton

Novel

In Assassin's Revenge, David Slaton—former Mossad assassin turned reluctant family
man—is thrust back into the lethal world of espionage when his past comes crashing
into his present. After a brutal attack leaves his wife gravely injured, Slaton abandons

his quiet life to hunt down those responsible.

Armed with razor-sharp instincts and an arsenal of tradecraft, Slaton follows a trail of
betrayal from the sun-drenched streets of Tel Aviv to the shadowy corridors of
Washington, D.C. But as he closes in on his quarry, he uncovers a conspiracy that
threatens global stability—forcing him to choose between personal vengeance and

preventing a catastrophic war.

Larsen delivers a high-octane thriller packed with authentic tradecraft, heart-
stopping action, and a protagonist who's equal parts Jason Bourne and Jack

Reacher—but with a Mossad edge.

Chapter 1: One

Commander Dan "Gonno" Rhea pilots an F/A-18F Super Hornet through North Korean
airspace under the cover of darkness, flying dangerously low at 300 feet to avoid
detection. Using advanced thermographic displays, he navigates the rugged terrain
while avoiding afterburners and supersonic speeds to remain undetected. His
mysterious backseater, a non-aviator with an unsettling calmness, remains focused on

their mission. Rhea, though experienced, is unnerved by the man’s composure and the



high-stakes nature of their unauthorized operation, which could end his career—or

worse.

The backseater, later revealed as David Slaton, holds significant authority, as Rhea
was ordered to accommodate his every demand. Slaton’s unflappable demeanor and
sharp attention to detail suggest a background in special operations or intelligence.
Rhea, a seasoned Navy pilot with combat experience, finds himself in uncharted
territory, questioning the sanity of their mission. Despite his attempts to dissuade
Slaton, the decision is-final, leaving Rhea to focus on executing the maneuver with

precision, even as his damaged compass serves as a'stark reminder of the risks.

As they approach the target, Rhea initiates a steep climb and deceleration, preparing
for an unconventional maneuver akin to a weapons delivery. Slaton’s silence during
the final moments underscores the gravity of their task. Rhea reflects on Slaton’s
enigmatic presence—nhis accent, intense gaze, and meticulous memory—concluding he
must be a highly trained operative. The parallels to a precision strike highlight the
mission’s clandestine nature, though Rhea remains in the dark about its ultimate

purpose.

In the final seconds, Rhea counts down, and Slaton activates an ejection mechanism,
launching himself into the unknown. The chapter ends with Slaton’s dramatic exit,
leaving Rhea to ponder the consequences of their audacious mission. The tension and
mystery surrounding Slaton’s identity and objectives set the stage for the unfolding
narrative, blending high-stakes aviation with covert operations in a gripping opening

sequence.



Chapter 2: Two

Captain Jung Dong-hwan, a dedicated officer in the Korean People’s Army, stands
uneasy before an open bunker door in the dead of night. The usually dimly lit
underground facility is even darker due to the actions of mysterious visitors in workers’
coveralls, who have cut the-lighting near the entrance. Jung and his senior NCO,
Sergeant Kim, are abruptly ordered outside -by;theirrarely seen colonel, adding to the
unusual circumstances. The bunker, designated as Bunker 814, is part of a vast,
secretive network of military installations, its true scale a subject of speculation even

among those tasked with guarding it.

The bunker’s massive steel doors, wide enough to accommodate missile transporters,
hint at its strategic importance. However, the regular shipments of Rodong missiles
have ceased, replaced by an enigmatic delivery six months prior—a heavy, oddly
shaped container transported deep into a restricted shaft. Jung and Kim speculate
about the bunker’s future, wondering if it might be decommissioned. The colonel’s
unexpected presence and the absence of their unit further fuel their confusion. Jung,
though proud of his role in safeguarding North Korea’s nuclear capabilities, feels
unsettled by the secrecy and the stark contrast between the regime’s military

priorities and the suffering of its people.

Sergeant Kim, a technically savvy soldier with experience near the DMZ, questions
whether the bunker’s camouflage can truly deceive American satellites. His subtle
skepticism reflects a broader curiosity about the outside world, a rarity in a country
where access to information is tightly controlled. Jung, meanwhile, clings to state
propaganda, dismissing South Korea’s purported achievements as fabrications. The
tension between their perspectives underscores the isolation and indoctrination

pervasive in North Korea’s military ranks.



As they wait outside, Jung and Kim grapple with unanswered questions about the
bunker’s sudden changes and the whereabouts of their unit. The delivery of the
mysterious container to Shaft 3, a previously dormant and off-limits passage, suggests
a shift in the bunker’s purpose. Jung’s unease grows, yet he suppresses his doubts,
adhering to the chain of command. The chapter paints a picture of a rigid, secretive
military apparatus, where loyalty and obedience are paramount, even in the face of

unsettling and unexplained developments.



Chapter 3: Three

David Slaton returns to the marina in Gibraltar to find his boat, Sirius, and his family
missing. The neighboring Scotsman recalls seeing the boat depart but cannot confirm
its destination. Slaton’s initial concern grows as his calls to his wife, Christine, go
unanswered. The absence-of-any communication violates their strict security protocols,
heightening his unease. The Scotsman suggests theyrmight have gone to test the
reefing gear, but Slaton dismisses the idea, knowing Christine would not take such a

risk without him.

Slaton’s training as a former Mossad assassin kicks in as he assesses the marina for
threats. He notes security cameras and scans the area for suspicious activity,
regretting his lack of prior reconnaissance. The boat’s frequent name changes and
forged passports reflect their life on the run, a necessity to evade past enemies.
Slaton’s mind races with possibilities—could old adversaries have resurfaced? The lack

of physical evidence at the slip offers no clues, deepening his frustration and fear.

A storm approaches, but Slaton dismisses the weather as irrelevant to his search.
Calculating Sirius’ possible range, he considers two options: scaling the Rock of
Gibraltar for a vantage point or borrowing the Scotsman'’s inflatable dinghy to search
the bay. Choosing the latter, he sets off into choppy waters, determined to find his
family. The rough conditions drench him, but he presses on, scanning the horizon for

any sign of the catamaran.

Slaton methodically eliminates search areas, first heading south toward open water,
then east and west. Despite the turbulent seas and limited visibility, he remains
focused, driven by urgency. The chapter ends with Slaton’s relentless pursuit, his
professional instincts clashing with personal dread as he navigates the bay, hoping to

reunite with his family before it’s too late.



Chapter 4: Four

As Slaton approaches his catamaran, *Sirius*, from a mile away, he immediately
senses something is amiss. The dinghy is missing, sails are poorly secured, and the
boat drifts anchorless—uncharacteristic oversights for his wife, Christine. Most
alarming is the absence of Christine and their son, Davy, on deck. The isolated vessel,
adrift near Gibraltar, seems ignored by thejbustling-city, nearby. Slaton opts for a swift,
noisy approach rather than stealth, prioritizing speed over caution as his unease

grows.

Upon boarding *Sirius*, Slaton’s apprehension deepens. He grabs a makeshift weapon,
a small anchor, and scans the deck for signs of life. The boat is eerily silent except for
the rain and wind. Ignoring his usual discipline, he charges into the cabin, searching
frantically for his family. Each empty room and unanswered call amplifies his dread.
Christine’s phone and the onboard Beretta are missing, leaving him torn between hope

and despair.

Slaton struggles to rationalize the scene. He dismisses theories of theft or mechanical
failure—valuables remain untouched, and the engine starts effortlessly. Christine, an
experienced sailor, wouldn’t abandon the boat without cause. The unbroken rule of
their burner phones going unanswered confirms his worst fears: something sinister has
happened. His logical mind clashes with rising panic as he confronts the

unthinkable—his family has vanished without a trace.

The chapter closes with Slaton standing helplessly on deck, engulfed by rain and
isolation. Gibraltar’s indifferent hum contrasts sharply with his personal catastrophe.
The mundane routines of the city—coffee on a rainy day—highlight the brutality of his
reality. For Slaton, this is the day his world collapses, marked by the disappearance of

his wife and son, leaving him adrift in a storm of grief and unanswered questions.



Chapter 5: Five

The chapter opens with five men escaping the Suruc refugee camp in central Turkey
under the cover of predawn darkness. The camp’s lax security, a result of the waning
Syrian conflict, allows their unnoticed departure. The group’s leader, meticulous in
planning, had bribed guards-to ensure a smooth exit. After meeting in a nearby
derelict building, they shaved, changedtheir appeanances, and convened for tea to
review their travel plans. Their goal was to blend in with the flow of migrants while

avoiding police and militia checkpoints, which often targeted refugees for extortion.

The men then visited a bustling souk near the camp to acquire Western-style clothing,
transforming themselves to resemble typical migrants. Despite their outward
appearance, they carried legitimate passports—either taken from deceased foreign
ISIS fighters or confiscated from locals during the caliphate’s rule. These documents
were carefully selected to avoid suspicion, matching their physical traits and avoiding
biometric markers. Each man also carried a strategic amount of cash, enough for
bribes or travel adjustments, but not so much as to draw attention. Their true
destination, however, set them apart: they were headed toward the North Korean

border.

The group split into three teams. Two designated martyrs traveled north, planning to
reach Istanbul before flying separately to Beijing via Doha and Frankfurt. Two
technicians, vital to the mission, were given EU passports and a more secure route
involving a fishing boat to Ukraine, followed by a flight to China. Both teams began
their journeys successfully. The fifth man, Kasim Boutros, the mission’s commander,
took a different path due to his high profile on EU watchlists. He headed east into Iraq,
relying on old Baathist connections, including an uncle who drove him south toward

Ramadi and Fallujah.



The chapter highlights the meticulous planning and adaptability of the five men as
they navigate the complexities of migration routes, security checkpoints, and
geopolitical tensions. Their transformation from refugees to covert operatives
underscores the darker undercurrents of conflict zones, where desperation and
exploitation coexist. The narrative builds tension as each team embarks on its journey,
hinting at a larger, high-stakes mission tied to North Korea, while emphasizing the

calculated precision of their escape and travel arrangements.



Chapter 6: Six

After returning to the harbor amid the storm’s abrupt end, Slaton secures his boat,
Sirius, and scans the piers for any sign of his missing wife and son. The ordinary
activities of tourists and workers contrast sharply with his growing dread. He resists
questioning bystanders, fearing it would waste time or draw suspicion. A search of the
boat reveals subtle clues—unwashed dishes; scatteredtoys—hinting at an unplanned
departure. Slaton’s anguish deepens as he recalls his last glimpse of his family, now a

haunting memory.

Slaton shifts focus to the boat’s electronics, hoping for leads. The navigation system
and satellite phone yield nothing, but the laptop remains untouched. Before he can
act, his phone vibrates with a chilling text from his wife’s number. The word
“kidon”—Mossad’s term for assassins—sends a jolt of terror through him. The message
demands he carry out an assassination in Vienna, with the promise of his family’s safe
return upon completion. The cold, impersonal instructions confirm his worst fear:

Christine and Davy have been taken to force him back into his lethal past.

The abduction’s precision suggests a state-sponsored operation, with Israel or the U.S.
as likely culprits. Slaton analyzes the lack of evidence, recognizing the hallmarks of a
professional job. His family could be anywhere, leaving him with no immediate
recourse. The message’s demand—to “do what you do best”—implies his unique skills
as a former assassin are being exploited. Slaton grapples with the realization that his
lack of ties makes him both a perfect tool and expendable. The target’s identity,

hidden in an attached photo, could reveal who is pulling the strings.

Slaton memorizes the instructions, knowing compliance offers the only chance to see
his family again. Yet he also considers defying the rules, leveraging his expertise to
turn the tables. The Vienna location and timing provide scant clues, but the target’s

identity may hold the key. As he prepares to open the photo, an old adage echoes in



his mind: tracking the prey may lead him to the hunter. The chapter ends with Slaton
poised to uncover the face of the person he must kill—and the shadowy forces behind

his family’s abduction.



Chapter 7: Seven

In Chapter Seven, Slaton examines a photograph of a man in his thirties with unkempt
hair and a melancholic expression, sensing a vague familiarity he can’t quite place.
Frustrated by the lack of advanced facial recognition tools, he avoids seeking help
from intelligence agencies-like the CIA or Mossad, wary of their potential involvement
in the situation. His thoughts shift to his family~-his'son Davy and wife Christine—and
their disrupted travel plans, symbolized by a Lego boat they built together. The
mundane act of reattaching a fallen block underscores his need for control amid

growing uncertainty.

Slaton reflects on his traumatic past, recalling how Mossad exploited his grief after
losing his first wife and daughter to mold him into a lethal operative. The pain of that
loss resurfaces as he grapples with the fear of losing Christine and Davy, threatening
to plunge him back into darkness. He struggles to maintain composure, recognizing
that rationality is his only hope of saving them. Small details, like new curtains and
dishes, remind him of domestic stability, contrasting sharply with the chaos of his

current predicament.

Determined to act, Slaton retrieves a hidden stash of emergency supplies, including
cash, passports, and a spare phone, noting that some items are missing. He deduces
Christine may have accessed them voluntarily, though paranoia creeps in—could this
be a trap? The old habits of suspicion and circular logic return as he prepares to travel
under a false identity, aware that time is critical. He secures the boat, masking his
urgency with a casual demeanor when speaking to a neighboring sailor, who agrees to

keep an eye on it.

The chapter closes with Slaton’s pensive acknowledgment of the sailor's remark about
karma, hinting at his internal turmoil and the cyclical nature of his struggles. His blank

expression belies the storm of emotions and calculations beneath the surface, setting



the stage for his next moves. The chapter masterfully intertwines personal history,
tension, and tactical precision, painting a portrait of a man balancing past trauma with

present danger.



Chapter 8: Eight

The chapter opens with Slaton arriving in Vienna after a flight from Gibraltar via
Madrid. Braving the cold Austrian winter, he takes a taxi to a restaurant near the
Donaustadt district, a destination chosen to mislead rather than dine. Slaton employs
careful tradecraft, using a-reserve smartphone and providing the driver with a false
endpoint to avoid leaving traces: His true destinationjisyDanube Island, a location
referenced in a cryptic. message, though he worries its ordinary description might

make it hard to identify.

As the taxi navigates Vienna’s bustling streets, Slaton observes the city’s vibrant
energy and familiar landmarks, including the Vienna International Centre, a hub for
U.N. and NGO activity. He recalls a past Mossad operation in the area, contrasting it
with his current mission. The driver’'s family photo prompts Slaton to reflect on the
absence of such personal mementos in his own life, hinting at his isolated existence as
an operative. The mundane details of civilian life starkly contrast with his shadowy

profession.

After exiting the taxi near the restaurant, Slaton deliberately changes course, heading
toward the Danube instead. He avoids the suggested hotel and taxi service,
maintaining his cautious approach. Crossing the Reichsbricke Bridge, he descends to
Danube Island, scanning for surveillance but finding none. Despite the risk of walking
into a potential trap, he accepts the danger, reasoning that the urgency of the
summons leaves him little choice. His movements are deliberate, blending in while

remaining alert to threats.

The chapter closes with Slaton walking along the island’s snowy paths, noting its
seasonal quiet and the frozen riverbanks. The contrast between the dormant winter
landscape and the island’s usual summer vibrancy mirrors his own tension—calm on

the surface but poised for action. The chapter underscores Slaton’s professionalism



and the perpetual risks of his trade, as he moves toward an uncertain rendezvous with

unseen forces.



Chapter 9: Nine

The chapter "Nine" opens with a stark portrayal of North Korea's historical and
geopolitical struggles. Described as a nation steeped in repression, its agrarian roots
contrast sharply with the modernization of neighboring countries. The text highlights
North Korea's precarious pesition, wedged between powerful nations like China,
Russia, and South Korea, which-exacerbates)itsijsolationyThe chapter underscores how
historical invasions, annexations, and colonial rule have shaped its current state,

leaving its people with no memory of freedom under the long-standing Kwon dynasty.

The narrative shifts to depict the brutal realities of life under the Kwon regime, marked
by systemic oppression, forced labor, and widespread famine. The ruling elite, though
spared hunger, endure internal strife, purges, and executions. The chapter emphasizes
the dynasty's legacy: seven decades of rule have erased any firsthand experience of
liberty among North Koreans. This section paints a grim picture of a nation trapped in
a cycle of suffering, with Pyongyang as the only area with basic services while the rest

of the country languishes in deprivation.

The focus then turns to Boutros, a Middle Eastern man leading a team on a mission to
North Korea. As his plane descends, he reflects on the icy landscape of the Sea of
Japan, a stark contrast to his homeland. Despite the absence of one team member,
Adnan, who was detained in Germany, Boutros remains confident in his squad's
capabilities. The arrival of the technicians is seen as a divine blessing, reinforcing his
resolve. The team is met by Park, a high-ranking North Korean intelligence officer, who
expedites their passage through Beijing with surprising ease, showcasing the close ties

between China and North Korea.

The chapter concludes with the team's arrival at a desolate military airfield in North
Korea, where they are greeted by harsh winter conditions. The description of the

outdated aircraft and the bleak surroundings underscores the country's isolation and



stagnation. Park ushers them into a sedan, and as they drive along the coast, the team
waits for the heater to warm them, symbolizing the cold reception awaiting them in
this enigmatic and oppressive nation. The scene sets the stage for the challenges they

will face in their mission.



Chapter 10: Ten

The chapter follows Boutros, an ISIS commander, and his team as they traverse a
desolate region near the Sea of Japan, navigating through impoverished villages and
military checkpoints. The landscape is bleak, with weary civilians and sparse
infrastructure, contrasting-sharply with their Middle Eastern origins. The group
observes a towering communist;monument;jsparkingraydiscussion about martyrdom
and legacy, revealing their ideological fervor. Despite the harsh environment, the men
maintain a tentative camaraderie, though the tension of their clandestine mission

lingers beneath the surface.

Boutros’s team includes diverse personalities, such as the youthful and optimistic
Sami, who seeks revenge for personal loss, and the grim, explosives-savvy Saleem,
driven by religious outrage. Their backgrounds highlight the varied motivations behind
their radicalization, yet all share a unwavering commitment to their cause. The chapter
delves into their individual histories, illustrating how personal trauma and ideological
indoctrination have shaped their paths. Despite their differences, Boutros recognizes

their collective readiness for sacrifice, underscoring the group’s unity in purpose.

As the journey progresses, the harsh weather and unfamiliar terrain test their
resilience. The men grapple with the cold, their inadequate clothing a stark reminder
of their displacement. Boutros attempts to lighten the mood with humor, but the
gravity of their mission looms large. The chapter captures the precarious alliance
between ISIS and North Korea, two marginalized entities united by their defiance of the
global order. Boutros reflects on the irony of their partnership, acknowledging the

shared desperation that binds them.

The chapter culminates with their arrival at a military roadblock, where Park, their
guide, negotiates passage. Boutros finally reveals details of their mission: they are to

receive components for a lethal weapon in a remote fishing village, with timing



dependent on weather conditions. Saleem expresses skepticism about finding such
resources in the barren landscape, but Boutros insists the location’s isolation makes it
ideal. The chapter closes with a reaffirmation of their faith and purpose, as Boutros
assures his men there will always be time for prayer, reinforcing their spiritual and

ideological resolve.



Chapter 11: Eleven

Slaton, the protagonist, wakes in a modest rooming house near the river, preparing for
an uncertain day ahead. After a brief breakfast, he secures his room for another night,
creating a temporary safe house. Venturing into the city, he observes its unpretentious
charm but quickly notices-he.is being followed. Two men, one in a black jacket and
another in a blue ski parka, tail-him with amateurishyeoordination, their movements
betraying their intent. Slaton remains cautious, assuming there may be more
operatives unseen, and resists the urge to confront them, knowing impulsive actions

could backfire.

As Slaton navigates the city, he refines his plans for an impending assassination,
adapting to the presence of his pursuers. Their presence suggests a connection to the
disappearance of his family, Christine and Davy, heightening his urgency. Despite his
anger, he maintains discipline, recognizing that strategic thinking is paramount. He
devises a plan to exploit the situation, using his pursuers’ predictability to his
advantage. His destination becomes clear: a gun shop in Vienna, where he hopes to

acquire specialized equipment for his mission.

At the gun shop, Slaton carefully assesses the environment and the staff, identifying
the owner as his best point of contact. He engages the man in conversation, feigning
casual interest in firearms while subtly probing for a specific weapon. The owner,
initially guarded, warms to Slaton’s knowledge of high-end optics, particularly the
Schmidt & Bender T96 scope. This exchange builds rapport, allowing Slaton to broach
his true need—a specialized firearm. The owner’s hesitant but intrigued response hints
at the possibility of fulfilling Slaton’s request, setting the stage for a critical

transaction.

The chapter underscores Slaton’s calculated approach to danger and his ability to

adapt under pressure. His restraint in dealing with the surveillance team contrasts with



his lethal intent, highlighting his professionalism. The interaction at the gun shop
reveals his skill in manipulation and tradecraft, as he navigates the delicate process of
securing weapons without arousing undue suspicion. The chapter builds tension,

leaving the reader anticipating the next steps in Slaton’s high-stakes mission.



Chapter 12: Twelve

The chapter opens with Slaton, the protagonist, being led by a gun shop proprietor to a
backroom filled with firearms and ammunition. The storeroom transitions into a
cluttered office adorned with gun-related memorabilia. The owner presents Slaton with
an M16 rifle, hinting at its-dubious origins through a trade with retired army reservists.
Slaton inspects the weapon, noting its condition,-and )engages in negotiations,
ultimately purchasing it along with a scope and a combat knife, paying in cash to avoid

scrutiny.

As Slaton leaves the shop, he becomes aware of being followed by unidentified men in
a blue ski parka. He reflects on their motives, concluding they pose a threat to his
family. His primary objectives are to locate and secure his wife and son, followed by a
decisive retaliation to prevent future threats. Despite the surveillance, Slaton remains
composed, methodically planning his next moves while maintaining a cautious

awareness of his surroundings.

Slaton returns to his rooming house, retrieves a smartphone, and arranges for a rental
car online. He then collects the vehicle, demonstrating efficiency and foresight.
Meanwhile, the pursuers—an Uzbek, a Tunisian, and a Somali—convene nearby,
communicating in broken Arabic and German. They discuss Slaton’s movements,
revealing their lack of coordination and growing tension. Their dialogue hints at a

broader, ideologically driven mission, though their exact motives remain unclear.

The chapter builds tension as Slaton’s calculated actions contrast with the pursuers’
disorganized efforts. His focus on protecting his family and preparing for confrontation
underscores his resolve. The pursuers, though determined, appear outmatched by
Slaton’s experience and resourcefulness. The stage is set for an impending clash, with
Slaton’s strategic advantage and the pursuers’ erratic behavior foreshadowing a high-

stakes confrontation.



Chapter 13: Thirteen

In Chapter Thirteen, Slaton, the protagonist, meticulously prepares for an undisclosed
mission while ensuring he evades surveillance. Driving a rented Renault through
Austria’s Weinviertel region, he carefully monitors his surroundings, confirming he’s no
longer being followed. He exits the autobahn, navigating remote forest roads to scout
potential landmarks before returning tojVienna:;His-actions reflect a calculated
approach, blending into the environment while laying the groundwork for his plans.
The historical backdrop of the region, including references to WWII, adds depth to the

setting, underscoring the tension of his covert activities.

Slaton makes strategic stops to gather supplies, including wire cutters, duct tape, and
Zip ties, which he stores in the car’s trunk. He disables the emergency trunk-release
handle and retrieves the lug wrench, hinting at preparations for a confrontation or
escape. His attention to detail is evident as he chooses isolated parking spots and
avoids drawing attention. These steps reveal his expertise in tradecraft, ensuring he
remains undetected and ready for any contingencies. The narrative builds suspense as

Slaton’s actions suggest an impending high-stakes operation.

Returning to Vienna, Slaton surveys the park near the Reichsbricke Bridge, noting key
locations like a stand of trees where he’d previously observed suspicious activity. His
casual demeanor contrasts with his heightened awareness, emphasizing his dual role
as both hunter and prey. He visits a sundry shop and a sporting goods store,
purchasing items like a prepaid phone, golf clubs, and bocce balls, which he
repurposes for his mission. These acquisitions, along with the earlier supplies, hint at a
multifaceted plan involving deception or combat, though the exact nature remains

unclear.

Back in his room, Slaton organizes his gear, including a gun store box, and prepares

for potential threats by barricading the door and identifying an escape route through



the window. His thoughts drift to past experiences at sea, reflecting a longing for
safety and resolution. The chapter closes with Slaton on the brink of action, his
preparations complete but the outcome uncertain. The tension is palpable as he

balances vigilance with exhaustion, poised for the next phase of his mission.



Chapter 14: Fourteen

Boutros and his team are taken to a dilapidated weatherboard cottage in North Korea,
situated on a hill overlooking the sea. The house, once a retreat for a Central
Committee member, shows signs of neglect but provides basic shelter from the harsh
winter. Their host, Choe, is-a-taciturn and wary local fisherman who offers minimal
assistance. The team, exhausted from trayel,jsetties in; though the lack of modern
amenities—like electricity—highlights the stark conditions of the country. Boutros is
left with a satchel containing mission details, signaling the beginning of their covert

operation.

Boutros begins reviewing the mission files by candlelight, as the cottage lacks
electricity. The sparse lighting and Choe’s indifferent attitude underscore the
challenges of operating in such a remote and underdeveloped region. Boutros, a
former Iraqi naval officer, reflects on his unexpected role leading this mission due to
his rare maritime expertise. His past experiences, including sectarian conflicts and
joining the Islamic State, have led him to this pivotal moment. The mission’s success
hinges on navigating unfamiliar waters, and Boutros worries about the state of their

equipment given the primitive conditions.

Choe’s wife prepares meager and unappetizing meals, causing discomfort among the
team. Despite this, Boutros focuses on the task at hand, studying maps and files that
outline their target and route. The maps reveal a daunting journey across vast, open
waters, far from Boutros’s coastal piloting experience. Rafig, one of his men, joins him
and expresses surprise at their distant and symbolic target. Boutros reassures him,
emphasizing teamwork, but the complexity of the mission is evident. The engineering

diagrams in the files hint at the technical challenges ahead.

The chapter underscores the isolation and adversity faced by Boutros and his team as

they prepare for a high-stakes maritime mission. The primitive living conditions,



distrustful locals, and lack of resources amplify the tension. Boutros’s leadership and
naval background are critical, yet the unfamiliarity of the terrain and the team’s
physical discomfort pose significant risks. The chapter sets the stage for a perilous
journey, blending logistical hurdles with the psychological weight of their clandestine

objective.



Chapter 15: Fifteen

The chapter opens with Slaton, a meticulous and weary operative, preparing for a
critical mission in Vienna. He carefully wraps a weapon in festive gift paper, disguising
it as an innocuous package, and departs his gasthaus by taxi to avoid drawing
attention. His destination issthe Donauturm, a towering landmark near the Danube,
where he plans to execute a covert operationiiAstheinavigates the city’s dimly lit parks
and bridges, Slaton remains hyperaware of his surroundings, noting the sparse
nighttime activity and distant sounds of a concert, which could either complicate or aid

his mission.

Upon arriving at the Donauturm, Slaton maintains his disciplined approach, timing his
movements precisely. He interacts casually with a ticket counter attendant, using
charm to deflect suspicion while subtly confirming his exit strategy. Meanwhile, an
Uzbek-led team of assassins lies in wait, positioned to ambush Slaton after his
presumed sniper attack. The team monitors his every move via text updates, growing
increasingly uneasy as Slaton deviates from their expectations by not ascending the
tower. Their confidence wavers as the clock ticks closer to the anticipated moment of

action.

Slaton’s calculated deception becomes apparent as he abruptly exits the tower, still
carrying the wrapped weapon, and heads toward an alternate route. His diversion
catches the Uzbek team off guard, forcing them to reconsider their plan. The tension
escalates as the assassins, armed and ready, realize their target may have
outmaneuvered them. The chapter underscores Slaton’s expertise in improvisation

and the Uzbek team’s growing suspicion that their carefully laid trap is unraveling.

The chapter concludes with a cliffhanger, leaving Slaton’s next move uncertain. The
Uzbek team, now anxious and confused, must decide whether to pursue him

immediately or wait for further instructions. The interplay of surveillance, misdirection,



and timing highlights the high-stakes cat-and-mouse game between Slaton and his

adversaries, setting the stage for an inevitable confrontation in the next chapter.



Chapter 16: Sixteen

The chapter opens with a tense scene in a cold Viennese park, where a thin,
bespectacled man with unkempt hair waits anxiously for a clandestine meeting. He
checks his phone repeatedly, unsure if his contact will arrive, and reflects on his lack of
training for such encounters.-The atmosphere is fraught with uncertainty as he
questions how long to wait and-whethen he!s beingrwatched. His discomfort is
palpable, heightened by the isolation and the unfamiliarity of field operations, despite

his theoretical knowledge of how such meetings should unfold.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to an Uzbek operative tracking an assassin near a
stand of trees. The Uzbek and his team—a Somali and a Tunisian—coordinate via text
messages to encircle their target. The assassin’s failure to act on schedule raises
doubts, prompting the Uzbek to investigate. As he cautiously approaches the trees, he
spots a rifle propped on makeshift tripods but finds no sign of the assassin. The
tension builds as he realizes the setup is a decoy, leaving him vulnerable in the

darkness.

In a sudden and brutal turn, the Uzbek is ambushed from the shadows. Before he can
react, an unseen assailant seizes him, silencing him with a lethal blade to the throat.
The scene is visceral and swift, emphasizing the ruthless efficiency of the killer. The
Uzbek’s death underscores the high stakes and danger of the operation, leaving the

reader to wonder about the identity and motives of his attacker.

The chapter concludes by returning to the waiting man in the park, who remains
oblivious to the violence across the estuary. His patience wears thin as he debates
whether to leave, highlighting his inexperience and the precariousness of his mission.
The parallel narratives—of the failed ambush and the uncertain meeting—create a
sense of impending collision, leaving the reader anticipating the consequences of

these intertwined events.



Chapter 17: Seventeen

The chapter "Seventeen" depicts a tense and brutal confrontation between Slaton and
three adversaries. The third opponent proves the most challenging, engaging Slaton in
a fierce hand-to-hand struggle after Slaton neutralizes the first two. Despite the
darkness and the wrestler's-skill, Slaton eventually overpowers him by using a rock to
deliver fatal blows. The fight leaves Slaton-exhausteds but victorious, though he reflects
on the narrow margin of success and vows to avoid such close calls in the future. His

anger and determination prove decisive in breaking the deadlock.

After the fight, Slaton methodically disposes of the bodies and cleans the scene to
avoid detection. He hides the corpses under brush and disassembles his makeshift
shooting stand, which included a convincing fake M16 rifle used as a decoy. The
facsimile weapon, unregulated and easily obtainable, had lured his pursuers into the
open. Slaton leaves behind golf clubs and other items to confuse investigators but
ensures the fake gun is removed to prevent tracing it back to him. He also collects a

Glock from one of the bodies, adding to his arsenal.

Slaton checks on his primary target across the water, confirming the person remains in
place. He then searches the bodies for clues, photographing their IDs and accessing a
locked phone using a dead man's fingerprint. However, the phone yields little useful
information, so he leaves it behind to avoid potential tracking. His meticulous cleanup
underscores his professionalism, though he acknowledges the bodies will eventually be
discovered, likely the next day. The scene is gruesome, but Slaton's priority is

eliminating traces that could lead back to him.

The chapter highlights Slaton's resourcefulness and tactical precision under pressure.
His ability to improvise—using a rock as a weapon and a fake gun as
bait—demonstrates his adaptability. Despite the violence, he remains focused on his

mission, ensuring his target is still within reach. The narrative builds tension as Slaton



balances urgency with caution, aware that any misstep could jeopardize his objective.
His internal reflections reveal a disciplined operative who learns from near-failures,

driven by a higher purpose beyond mere survival.



Chapter 18: Eighteen

The chapter opens with Boutros waking before dawn in a cold, spartan cottage in North
Korea, longing for the modest comforts of his past in war-torn Syria. He and his team,
including Rafig and a local fisherman named Choe, have spent the night reviewing
mission details, facing challenges like language barriers with Korean nautical charts
and technical diagrams.-Boutros is impatient toymove ferward, and after a tense
interaction with Choe, the group prepares for their mission, relying on the fisherman’s
assessment of the weather and the arrival of their minder, Park, who confirms their

departure.

As the team gathers, Choe’s wife serves a meager meal, highlighting the harsh living
conditions and Boutros’s nostalgia for Syrian cuisine. Park’s arrival with a rare
electronic device underscores the isolated and controlled environment of North Korea.
The team’s departure is approved, and Choe announces they will leave immediately,
framing their mission as a fishing trip. Boutros reflects on the uneasy alliance between
ISIS and North Korea, recognizing it as a pragmatic but temporary collaboration driven

by mutual goals rather than shared ideology.

The narrative shifts to Slaton, who is tracking a target in a riverside setting. The man,
initially hesitant, suddenly accelerates, forcing Slaton to adjust his approach. After a
brief moment of panic when he loses sight of the target, Slaton spots him again and
maneuvers to intercept him. He carefully plans his approach, considering visibility,
lighting, and escape routes, but the situation escalates as the target notices him and

becomes visibly anxious.

In the final moments, Slaton’s carefully calculated intercept unravels as the target
reacts with fear, raising questions about the nature of their encounter. Slaton wonders
if the man was lured into a trap or if there’s another motive at play. The chapter ends

on a cliffhanger as the two men converge, with Slaton poised to confront his target



and uncover the truth behind their fraught interaction.



Chapter 19: Nineteen

The chapter "Nineteen" opens with a high-stakes chase as Slaton pursues a swift
target through a wooded glade. Despite his determination, Slaton struggles to keep
up, comparing himself to a lion chasing a gazelle. The dense, dark forest presents
obstacles like rotted logs.and.low-hanging branches, but Slaton pushes forward,
knowing failure isn’t an-option.-His quanry's-speed andragility make the pursuit
grueling, yet Slaton closes the gap just as they near the edge of the woods, setting the

stage for a critical confrontation.

As the chase intensifies, Slaton realizes his target has made a tactical error by heading
deeper into the woods instead of toward a public area. This works in Slaton’s favor, as
it keeps them both out of sight and closer to his parked car. In a final burst of effort,
Slaton dives to trip the man, and the two crash into a sapling. Slaton finally gains
control, gripping the man'’s clothing with a vise-like hold. The physical struggle leaves
both breathless, but Slaton wastes no time in asserting dominance, silencing his

captive with a threat and preparing to move him to the car.

Slaton forces his prisoner to his feet and maneuvers him toward the rental car, using
the cover of darkness to avoid detection. He maintains a firm grip, disguising their
interaction as a friendly assist to any distant observers. Upon reaching the car, Slaton
frisks the man, confiscates his phone and wallet, and forcefully stuffs him into the
trunk after a knee to the stomach. The captive’s sudden exclamation in
Hebrew—claiming he knew Slaton would come—adds a layer of mystery, but Slaton

ignores it, focusing on securing him with zip ties and a gag before driving away.

The chapter concludes with Slaton navigating the streets cautiously, resisting the urge
to speed despite his eagerness to interrogate the prisoner. He follows a preplanned
route, constantly checking his mirrors for tails, while the trunk remains eerily silent.

The encounter raises unanswered questions about the captive’s identity and



connection to Slaton, setting the stage for a tense and revealing confrontation in the

next chapter.



Chapter 20: Twenty

The chapter opens with a reflection on the diversity of harbors worldwide, from the
opulent megayachts of Monaco to the rudimentary fishing coves of Africa and
Indochina. Kasim Boutros observes a modest, weather-beaten harbor in a remote
village, where the fishing fleet appears worn but functional. The docks and sheds
exude a sense of enduring utility, infused withithe salty,aroma of the sea. Boutros,
accompanied by Park, Choe, and a technician, surveys the scene, noting the villagers'

subdued demeanor—a stark contrast to the bustling activity typical of most ports.

The focus shifts to the *Albatross*, a distinct boat moored at the end of the pier, its
name crudely painted in unfamiliar characters. Park explains it was brought from
Thailand to avoid suspicion, emphasizing its non-North Korean origin. Boutros
questions the choice but accepts the need for discretion. The villagers' avoidance of
eye contact underscores the oppressive atmosphere, hinting at a community cowed by
generations of authoritarian rule. Boutros draws parallels to his experiences in Iraq and

Syria, recognizing a deeper, systemic subjugation here.

As the group approaches the *Albatross*, Boutros assesses its condition, finding it
superior to the other vessels in the harbor. His men express optimism, but Boutros
remains wary of the challenges ahead, particularly his crew's lack of nautical
experience. Park reassures him about the boat's readiness, mentioning added fuel
tanks and aviation fuel for a technical stop. The boat's fishing gear, however, appears

unused, a detail that strikes Boutros as incongruous for a working vessel.

The chapter concludes with Boutros preparing to inspect the boat's hidden cargo,
hinted at by Park's cryptic remark about what lies below deck. Rafiq's nod signals their
readiness, leaving the reader with a sense of impending revelation. The scene
underscores the tension between the boat's outward appearance and its clandestine

purpose, setting the stage for the next phase of Boutros's mission.



Chapter 21: Twenty-One

The chapter "Twenty-One" follows Slaton, a trained operative, as he drives through the
wooded outskirts of Vienna with a kidnapped man confined in his trunk. The captive,
bound and gagged, experiences intense fear and disorientation as Slaton deliberately
exacerbates his discomfort-with erratic driving and prolonged silence. Slaton navigates
using memorized landmarks, his focus shanpened;by therurgency of his mission. The
prisoner’s cryptic statement—"l knew you would come"—haunts Slaton, suggesting a

deeper, more calculated plot than he initially assumed.

Slaton’s objective is to extract information from the prisoner, who he believes is
connected to a threat against his family. The operative’'s methods are calculated and
ruthless, leveraging sensory deprivation and psychological pressure to break the
man’s resistance. He reflects on his Mossad training, acknowledging the lack of time
for conventional interrogation techniques. Instead, he relies on extreme control over
the prisoner’s environment, using light, sound, and physical restraint to dominate the

interaction.

The interrogation begins with Slaton laying out the stakes: he was coerced into
targeting the prisoner but now seeks the truth behind the conspiracy. The captive’s
fearful compliance hints at his vulnerability, yet his earlier words suggest he may be
part of a larger scheme. Slaton’s threat to revert to execution looms as leverage,
emphasizing the gravity of the situation. The chapter underscores Slaton’s internal
conflict—balancing his ruthless efficiency with the unsettling realization that his

adversary may have anticipated his actions.

As the scene culminates, Slaton positions the prisoner against a tree, amplifying his
physical and psychological distress. The high beams and isolated forest setting
heighten the tension, symbolizing Slaton’s absolute control. The chapter ends with

Slaton poised to escalate the interrogation, his resolve hardened by the ticking clock



and the unknown fate of his family. The narrative captures the cold precision of his
trade, while the prisoner’s cryptic demeanor leaves the true nature of the threat

unresolved.



Chapter 22: Twenty-Two

The chapter opens with Boutros and his crew aboard the *Albatross*, a fishing boat
procured for a covert mission. The initial moments at sea are marked by tentative
adjustments, as Boutros familiarizes himself with the vessel’s operations under the
guidance of Choe, the Korean fisherman who delivered the boat. The crew settles into
their roles, with some below deck and others obsenvingythe stark, cold seascape.
Boutros questions Choe about the boat’s capabilities, including speed and navigation
systems, while subtly testing the Korean’s knowledge and intentions. The tension of
the mission is palpable, underscored by Boutros’ unease about their preparedness and

the absence of technical support.

As the *Albatross* moves further from shore, Boutros reflects on the challenges ahead,
particularly the vast and unpredictable North Pacific. The Koreans’ impending
departure adds urgency, as Boutros wants to maximize their time learning the boat’s
quirks. The mission’s timing, dictated by external factors rather than weather,
heightens the stakes. Boutros acknowledges the relative luck of favorable conditions
but remains wary of the risks. His naval experience, though limited, sets him apart
within his group, and he grapples with the weight of leading an unprecedented
operation against America. The chapter hints at the audacity of their plan, leaving the

reader to wonder about its specifics.

Boutros’ interactions with Choe reveal layers of mutual suspicion and unspoken
understanding. Choe, a seasoned fisherman, claims ignorance about the boat’s full
capabilities but subtly admits to pushing its limits. Boutros probes Choe’s background,
questioning whether he has military experience, but Choe deflects, emphasizing his
simple desire for a new engine. Their dialogue underscores the uneasy alliance
between the two men, each aware of the other’s unstated motives. Boutros also

considers how Choe perceives their mission, recognizing the absurdity of Islamic



militants operating a Thai fishing boat procured via North Korea.

The chapter closes with Boutros taking command of the helm, symbolizing the
transition to full operational control. Despite initial smooth progress, he remains
cautious, anticipating inevitable setbacks. The detention of a crew member in
Frankfurt serves as a reminder of their vulnerability. Boutros’ leadership is marked by
pragmatism and foresight, as he balances confidence in the mission with an awareness
of its precarious nature. The chapter leaves the reader with a sense of impending
tension, as the crew_ventures further into uncharted waters, both literally and

figuratively.



Chapter 23: Twenty-Three

The chapter opens with David Slaton confronting a man tied to a tree, Paul Mordechai,
who claims to have sent Slaton a message. Mordechai reveals his background as a
former Mossad technician and head of the Technology Department, explaining how he
was forced out after hacking-into high-level emails to expose cybersecurity
vulnerabilities. Slaton necognizes Mordechaifromarpast mission and listens as
Mordechai recounts his subsequent transfer to the International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) in Vienna, where he now works in nuclear safeguards.

Mordechai insists his move to the IAEA was legitimate, though he admits Mossad’s
director, Raymond Nurin, hoped to leverage his position for intelligence. Despite his
idealism about the IAEA’s mission, Mordechai confesses he reached out to Slaton for
help, having no one else to trust. Slaton remains skeptical, probing how Mordechai
obtained his phone number, which Mordechai claims to have found in a hacked Mossad
email. The revelation that Mossad had been tracking Slaton adds tension to their

exchange.

The conversation shifts to Mordechai’s motives. He reveals he’s in a precarious
situation and needs Slaton’s assistance, though he hesitates to elaborate while tied
up. Slaton observes Mordechai’s demeanor, noting his apparent honesty but also his
evasiveness on certain details. The dynamic between the two is fraught with mistrust,
yet Slaton finds Mordechai’s story plausible, especially given his fallout with Mossad,

which Slaton views as a point in his favor.

As the chapter concludes, Slaton weighs his options, considering the risks of trusting
Mordechai. The encounter is interrupted by an owl’s flight, symbolizing the lurking
uncertainties. Slaton’s internal deliberation hints at an impending decision, leaving the
reader to wonder whether he will ally with Mordechai or dismiss his plea. The chapter

masterfully blends tension, backstory, and moral ambiguity, setting the stage for a



critical turning point in the narrative.
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Chapter 24: Twenty-Four

In Chapter Twenty-Four, Slaton and Mordechai drive through a snowy landscape,
arriving in the town of Mistelbach, where they stop at a café for a late-night meal.
Slaton remains vigilant, choosing a discreet corner table while Mordechai, still
recovering from being restrained, orders food. The tension between them is palpable
as Slaton questions Mordechai-about theymessage hersent, which Slaton claims was
altered to instruct him to kill Mordechai in exchange for the return of his family.
Mordechai is shocked, realizing someone manipulated the communication to set up a

deadly encounter.

Slaton reveals that despite the threat to his family, he refused to comply with the
order, adhering to the principle of not negotiating with terrorists. He explains that he
instead killed three armed men who arrived at the meeting spot, likely intending to kill
him. Mordechai, now deeply unsettled, struggles to comprehend who would want him
dead. Slaton presses him for answers, leading Mordechai to disclose his role as an
auditor for the IAEA’s Department of Safeguards, where he oversees nuclear material

inspections and identifies discrepancies in inventory records.

Mordechai recounts discovering a discrepancy in a shipment of highly enriched
uranium (HEU) from Kazakhstan, where less material was recovered than initially
projected. While the audit initially seemed routine, Mordechai’s deeper investigation
revealed inconsistencies. He sought information from a Kazakh contact, a former
colleague now in a high-ranking nuclear security position, hinting at potential
corruption or theft. This revelation suggests Mordechai may have stumbled upon a

dangerous secret, explaining why someone would target him.

The chapter ends with Mordechai’s story interrupted by the arrival of their food,
leaving the implications of his findings unresolved. The tension builds as Slaton pieces

together the connection between Mordechai’s audit and the attempted assassination,



setting the stage for further revelations about the missing nuclear material and the
shadowy forces behind the plot. The encounter underscores the high stakes of their

situation, with both men now entangled in a conspiracy that threatens global security.



Chapter 25: Twenty-Five

The chapter opens with Tarek El-Masri, head of the IAEA’s Department of Safeguards,
conducting a meticulous inspection at the PAAR Il nuclear research complex in
Pakistan. Equipped with a swipe kit, he and his team collect samples from the
reprocessing lab, ensuring-no.radioactive traces are overlooked. The facility’s director,
Dr. Khan, oversees the process; while surveillance eameras record every move. El-
Masri’s presence in the field is unusual for someone of his rank, hinting at the
significance of this mission, which has long been on his radar. The inspection occurs at
2 a.m., a strategic choice to avoid public attention during the transport of hazardous

materials.

El-Masri’s team gathers twenty-one samples, each carefully labeled and photographed
to maintain anonymity, as per IAEA protocols. The unused materials are inventoried for
later review, reflecting the layered security measures in place. The primary objective
of the mission is to secure twenty-nine kilograms of highly enriched uranium (HEU) for
downblending, while the lab inspection serves as a secondary administrative task. El-
Masri verifies the HEU sample’s authenticity, signing off on paperwork and ensuring
the vials are securely stored in a lockable case. His attention to detail underscores the

high stakes of nuclear oversight.

The convoy preparing to transport the HEU is a formidable sight, featuring heavy SUVs,
a flatbed truck with Type B-certified casks, and a military escort. EI-Masri personally
inspects the casks, verifying inventory numbers and security bolts before signing the
final paperwork. The convoy departs for a military airfield, moving cautiously under the
cover of darkness. The elaborate security measures highlight the dangers of
transporting nuclear materials, especially in a region where adherence to safety

protocols is unreliable.



Henri, EI-Masri’s junior colleague, observes his boss’s uncharacteristic silence during
the journey, a stark contrast to his reputedly talkative nature. EI-Masri appears
preoccupied, secretly taking pain medication and staring at an object in his hand.
Henri’s confusion mirrors the chapter’s underlying tension, suggesting EI-Masri may be
grappling with personal or professional burdens. The chapter closes with an air of
unease, leaving readers to wonder about the inspector’'s unspoken concerns and the

broader implications of their mission.



Chapter 26: Twenty-Six

The chapter opens with the arrival of a North Korean patrol boat, described as a
utilitarian vessel marked with Roman numerals, which docks alongside Boutros's ship,
*Albatross*. The transfer of personnel—Park, his nervous technician, and the hesitant
skipper Choe—is executed-quickly, with Choe sharing a silent, knowing glance with
Boutros before being escorted below by;armed-crewmenr- The scene underscores the
impersonal and transactional nature of their mission, as Boutros reflects on the

expendability of Choe and the technician, noting the world’s indifference to their fates.

A conversation between Boutros and Rafiq reveals deeper tensions. Rafig recalls a
disturbing video of an execution in North Korea and admits his discomfort when asked
to endorse similar brutality against Christians. Boutros challenges Rafiq’'s evasiveness,
emphasizing that moral ambiguity has no place in their mission. The exchange
highlights Rafig’s internal conflict, contrasting with Boutros’s hardened resolve and the

ideological certainty of their fellow jihadists, Sami and Saleem.

Boutros presses Rafig on his commitment to their goal—building a device to attack
America. Rafig assures him of his dedication, but Boutros’s probing gaze suggests
lingering doubt. The patrol boat departs, leaving *Albatross* adrift in silence, and
Boutros momentarily reflects on his role as commander of what he wryly terms the
"Islamic State Navy." Yet, he dismisses introspection, focusing instead on the daunting

journey ahead.

The chapter closes with Boutros restarting *Albatross*’'s engine, symbolizing the
resumption of their perilous mission. The quiet tension between duty and morality
lingers, but Boutros prioritizes action over reflection. The sea ahead represents both
physical and ideological challenges, with Boutros steadfastly steering toward their

destructive objective.



Chapter 27: Twenty-Seven

The chapter opens with Slaton, a Mossad operative, and Mordechai, an IAEA official,
dining together after a series of harrowing events. Slaton, still reeling from attempted
assassinations and interrogations, barely notices his meal, while Mordechai eats
voraciously. Their conversation quickly turns to Mordechai’s suspicions about El-Masri,
a colleague at the IAEA, whom-he believes-is involved injillicit activities. Mordechai
reveals he attempted to hack El-Masri’'s secure laptop using a known vulnerability but
failed, potentially alerting El-Masri to the breach. This failure may have triggered the

recent attacks on Slaton and Mordechai.

Mordechai explains that EI-Masri’s laptop had an additional firewall, thwarting his
efforts. Worse, Mordechai suspects El-Masri retaliated by hacking his own computer,
intercepting a message Mordechai had sent to Slaton for help. The altered message
lured Slaton into a trap, suggesting El-Masri or his allies knew intimate details about
Slaton’s past and family. Slaton questions how El-Masri could have uncovered such
classified information, leading both men to speculate about possible collaborators,

ranging from state intelligence services to terrorist groups.

The discussion shifts to El-Masri’s current whereabouts—Pakistan’s PARR-II reactor,
where he is overseeing the extraction of highly enriched uranium (HEU). Mordechai
explains that Pakistan’s nuclear weapons facilities are off-limits to IAEA oversight, but
PARR-II is monitored as a research reactor. Slaton deduces that EI-Masri’s trip aligns
with his suspected pattern of diverting nuclear materials. Mordechai estimates El-Masri

will return to Vienna soon, setting the stage for a potential confrontation.

As the chapter concludes, Mordechai proposes teaming up with Slaton to investigate
El-Masri further. Slaton, initially reluctant, weighs the pros and cons of collaboration.
While working alone offers greater control, partnering with Mordechai could provide

valuable resources. The chapter ends on a suspenseful note, with Slaton sipping his



coffee, leaving his decision unresolved but hinting at a possible alliance to uncover El-

Masri’'s schemes.



Chapter 28: Twenty-Eight

In Chapter Twenty-Eight, Boutros takes command of the Albatross, briefing his
crew—Sami, Saleem, and Rafig—on their roles during the week-long journey. After
delegating watch duties, he and Rafiq explore the lower deck, where they discover a
meticulously prepared compartment housing a modified Russian artillery barrel. The
room is equipped with professional tools @and warkbenches, contrasting sharply with
the rest of the boat’s dilapidated state. The barrel, stamped with Cyrillic characters, is
secured to the deck and capped with a graphite reflector, hinting at its deadly purpose

as part of a nuclear device.

Rafiq explains the technical details of the weapon, including the enriched uranium
inside and the need for a beryllium-polonium initiator to ensure critical mass. The
explosives are stored nearby, and a Russian PP-2000 machine pistol is hidden among
the supplies. Boutros notes the international origins of the equipment, emphasizing the
covert nature of their mission. Rafiq’s matter-of-fact tone underscores the gravity of
their task, as Boutros grapples with the risks of handling radioactive materials and the

inevitability of their fate.

Returning to the deck, Boutros surveys the Albatross, reflecting on his past as an Iraqi
navy officer and the parallels to his current mission. The solitude of the sea calms him,
but the weight of their plan looms large. The utility boat secured on the foredeck
symbolizes both practicality and a faint hope of survival, though Boutros accepts that
their strike will likely be a one-way mission. His resolve is fueled not just by religious
conviction but by a deep-seated desire for vengeance, rooted in the deaths of his

father and sister during past conflicts with the U.S.

The chapter closes with Boutros’s introspection, revealing his personal motivations
behind joining ISIS. His father’s death in the Gulf War and his sister’s tragic demise in a

bombing raid have shaped his unwavering commitment to the cause. This mission



represents the culmination of his long-sought revenge, blending his nautical expertise
with a lethal purpose. The chapter masterfully intertwines technical detail with

emotional depth, setting the stage for the high-stakes operation ahead.



Chapter 29: Twenty-Nine

The chapter explores the disruptive impact of the gig economy in Austria, where
technology has outpaced regulations, enabling companies to exploit loopholes in labor
and tax laws. Workers, from teachers to doctors, engage in side gigs for extra income,
while intelligence agencies-leverage these platforms for covert operations. Slaton, the
protagonist, uses online-services to anonymouslyisecurera safe house in Vienna after
his family's disappearance, highlighting the dual-edged nature of this digital

shift—both empowering and exploitative.

Slaton's tactical use of technology underscores his resourcefulness as he navigates the
crisis. He books a discreet apartment near IAEA headquarters, where he and
Mordechai, an Israeli scientist, strategize. Mordechai suspects a conspiracy involving
stolen uranium, implicating high-level collaborators. Slaton prioritizes rescuing his
family but recognizes their shared interest in exposing the plot. The tension between

their objectives—safety versus truth—adds complexity to their uneasy alliance.

The chapter delves into the mystery of Slaton's manipulated communication.
Mordechai's original message was altered to lure Slaton into a trap, suggesting
sophisticated hacking by powerful adversaries. Slaton questions the speed and
precision of the operation, hinting at a larger, well-connected network behind the
abduction. Their dialogue reveals Slaton's initial skepticism about killing Mordechai,

emphasizing his pragmatic approach to survival and justice.

As the night progresses, Slaton and Mordechai brainstorm ways to uncover El-Masri's
collaborators. Mordechai proposes accessing IAEA files but acknowledges the security
hurdles. Slaton remains focused on his family's safety, wary of further deception. The
chapter ends with Mordechai questioning Slaton's true intentions, to which Slaton
admits his primary goal is rescuing his loved ones, leaving their partnership fraught

with tension and uncertainty.



Chapter 30: Thirty

The chapter "Thirty" opens with the vessel *Albatross* battling rough seas as Boutros
navigates eastward under a midday sun. He adjusts course to handle the worsening
conditions, while spray and waves batter the wheelhouse. Rafiq joins him, reporting
that Sami and Saleem are-seasick below deck. Boutros reassures him that seasickness
is expected and advises-hydration, though-herprivatelyyconsiders the overlap of
symptoms with radiation sickness—a concern given their clandestine cargo. The crew
had been warned about potential exposure risks, particularly during their upcoming

stop, where handling radioactive material would be unavoidable.

Boutros and Rafiq discuss their route through the Tsugaru Strait, a narrow passage
between Japanese islands. Boutros explains that Japan’s sovereignty limits in the
area—reduced to three miles—allow international passage, including for nuclear-
armed U.S. ships. This detail suits their mission, saving them a day of travel.
Meanwhile, Boutros monitors the vessel’s tracking system (VMS), which has been
disabled to avoid detection. He reflects on the risks of random inspections, knowing
their lack of fishing activity and inexperienced crew could raise suspicions. If boarded,
they would face dire consequences due to their hidden cargo and limited maritime

knowledge.

The narrative shifts to events in Danube Park, where three bodies are discovered at
dawn. The crime scene includes bloodstains, duct tape, MAC-10s, and children’s golf
clubs. The victims carry prepaid phones and fake Austrian IDs, suggesting organized
activity. The lead detective notes their similar age and ethnic background, hinting at
potential terrorism or hate crime involvement. The scene’s peculiar details—such as

the golf clubs—add to the mystery, though the investigation is still in its early stages.

The chapter juxtaposes the tension aboard *Albatross* with the aftermath of violence

in Danube Park. Boutros’s mission is fraught with physical and psychological



challenges, from battling the sea to grappling with the moral weight of their deadly
cargo. Meanwhile, the discovery of the bodies sets the stage for a broader
investigation, linking two seemingly disparate threads—maritime secrecy and
terrestrial violence—into a cohesive narrative of covert operations and their far-

reaching consequences.



Chapter 31: Thirty-One

The chapter opens with Slaton waking to a rainy morning in Vienna, his mind weighed
down by the aftermath of a triple murder in Danube Park—his own doing. Checking his
phone, he finds no new messages, only the same cryptic warning that upended his life.
News reports confirm the discovery of the bodies, though details remain scarce. Slaton
grapples with the urgency of his situation hauntedrby fleeting memories of his family,

particularly his son Davy, which underscore the personal stakes of his mission.

Determined to regain control, Slaton shifts focus to the present. He rouses Mordechai,
a reluctant ally, and reverses their earlier plan: Mordechai must return to work to
gather critical intelligence on El-Masri, a key figure tied to the threat against Slaton’s
family. Slaton argues that their enemies will likely assume he eliminated the hit team
and severed ties with Mordechai, leaving the scientist as an unnoticed insider.

Mordechai reluctantly agrees, though he fears the risks to Slaton’s family.

The two men strategize their next moves. Slaton insists Mordechai maintain a normal
routine at work while secretly digging into El-Masri's background—his schedule, family,
habits, and vulnerabilities. Mordechai provides details under Slaton’s relentless
questioning, revealing EI-Masri’s home address, family status, and even his car model.
Their partnership, though tense, is cemented by mutual necessity. Before parting, they

establish secure communication via burner phones.

The chapter closes with Slaton observing the mundane rhythms of Vienna as he blends
into the crowd. For the first time, he envies the ordinary lives around him, a stark
contrast to his own perilous existence. The scene underscores his isolation and the
relentless pull of his past, even as he steels himself for the dangerous path ahead. The
quiet tension of the morning sets the stage for the high-stakes pursuit of EI-Masri and

the looming confrontation with his enemies.



Chapter 32: Thirty-Two

The chapter opens with a description of Kapellerfeld, a quaint European village ten
miles north of a major city. Unlike American suburbs, it evolved organically over
generations, featuring a school, church, and renowned confectionery. The village
maintains a peaceful distance from urban sprawl, offering a secure environment for
senior IAEA officers. Slaton-arrives underjovercast skies,parking a mile from his
target—EI-Masri’s residence—and proceeds on foot, relying on pre-studied satellite

imagery to navigate the area with deliberate, inconspicuous movements.

Slaton’s approach is methodical, blending into the quiet neighborhood with bland attire
and minimal interaction. He avoids drawing attention by varying his route and
sidewalks, noting key escape routes like narrow alleys. Using his phone, he tests Uber
response times to ensure a quick exit if needed. The subdued weather aids his stealth,
as few residents are outdoors. His reconnaissance includes logging street layouts and
potential chokepoints, all while maintaining the demeanor of an unremarkable

passerby.

Upon reaching Eicherstrasse, Slaton observes El-Masri’'s house—a modest Tyrol-
inspired home with a detached garage housing a BMW SUV. He assesses the
property’s perimeter, noting stone walls for easy access and the absence of security
cameras or motion lights. The lack of children’s toys prompts a fleeting reflection on
whether he overlooked details about EI-Masri’s family. As he passes the house, he
discreetly captures photos with his phone, noting lit and dark windows to gauge

occupancy.

The chapter concludes with Slaton departing the neighborhood, comparing its
unassuming security to his past life in Virginia. The mundane setting contrasts with his
high-stakes mission, evoking a detached nostalgia. He returns to his car and merges

into Vienna-bound traffic, leaving behind a village that epitomizes ordinary life—a



stark backdrop to his covert operations. The chapter underscores the tension between

Slaton’s calculated professionalism and the quiet normalcy of his surroundings.



Chapter 33: Thirty-Three

The chapter opens with Tarek El-Masri overseeing the unloading of three massive
radioactive casks from an Antonov AN-124, the only aircraft capable of transporting
such heavy cargo. The shipment arrives at Evreux-Fauville Air Base in France, where
French security teams take-over for the final leg to the La Hague reprocessing facility.
El-Masri reflects on the perilous-journeyj particularlyythe tense crossing of Pakistan’s
lawless frontier, and expresses relief that his team’s role is nearly complete. However,
their return flight is delayed, adding to his exhaustion and frustration as he finalizes

paperwork.

El-Masri’s physical condition deteriorates as he signs documents, suddenly collapsing
before quickly recovering with Henri’s help. Despite Henri’s concern, El-Masri
dismisses his fatigue as mere overwork, though privately he acknowledges his
declining health. He reveals this is his final mission, timed perfectly after an 18-month
plan following a terminal diagnosis. His thoughts turn to his family—a secret financial
legacy, including a Bahamian account and a Red Sea villa, ensures their future. He

resolves to retire soon, cherishing the little time he has left.

As Henri arranges their delayed return flight, EI-Masri’s impatience and weariness
surface. He sends a text to his wife, unaware it is also intercepted by a covert facility
in Datong, China. The chapter hints at a larger conspiracy, as the message triggers an
alert in a nondescript building housing mysterious operatives. The local community’s
ignorance of the facility’s purpose underscores its secrecy, with authorities ensuring its

operations remain undisturbed.

The chapter closes with tension between El-Masri’s personal stakes and the unfolding
surveillance. His physical frailty contrasts with his determination to secure his family’s
future, while the unknown Chinese recipients of his message suggest looming

consequences. The narrative threads—EI-Masri’s mortality, the radioactive shipment,



and the shadowy interception—converge to foreshadow impending conflict or

revelation.



Chapter 34: Thirty-Four

In Chapter Thirty-Four, Slaton meticulously prepares for an impending operation by
gathering intelligence on El-Masri’s residence. After purchasing a tablet, he accesses a
real estate app to study the property’s layout, confirming details like its purchase price
and history. Using photos.-from the listing, he sketches a detailed tactical diagram of
the home, carefully noting exterior and interiorfeaturessincluding windows and room
connections. His goal is to create an accurate blueprint for his planned infiltration,

which he commits to memory.

Meanwhile, Mordechai follows Slaton’s instructions by maintaining his usual work
routine at the IAEA. He attends meetings, including one addressing staff misconduct,
while biding his time to gather critical information. Later, he visits the Travel
Department under the pretense of needing El-Masri’s return schedule for a meeting
with Director Ingalls. By leveraging his authority and dropping Ingalls’ name, he
secures the flight details of EI-Masri’s inspection team, learning they will arrive in

Vienna late that night.

Mordechai then proceeds to El-Masri’s office area, where he encounters Ingrid, the
deputy director’s assistant. He fabricates a story about urgent contracts needing
signatures, aiming to gain access to El-Masri’s office. Just as Ingrid appears hesitant, a
phone call interrupts their conversation, creating a diversion that Mordechai likely
orchestrated. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, leaving the outcome of his ploy

unresolved.

The chapter highlights the calculated and covert efforts of both Slaton and Mordechai
as they advance their respective missions. Slaton’s methodical approach to
reconnaissance contrasts with Mordechai’s strategic manipulation of bureaucratic
systems. Their parallel actions underscore the tension and precision required in their

high-stakes roles, setting the stage for the next phase of their operation.



Chapter 35: Thirty-Five

In Chapter Thirty-Five, Mordechai covertly searches Dr. ElI-Masri's office, avoiding the
computer due to suspected security measures. He meticulously sifts through desk
drawers, finding mundane files and office supplies until he discovers three unmarked
flash drives, one labeled "INSURANCE" with an Egyptian flag sticker. Though initially
dismissive, Mordechai’s curiosity is piqgued-byrtheyodd fabeling. As Ingrid, EI-Masri’s
secretary, remains distracted by a phone call, Mordechai hastily pockets the flash

drive, narrowly avoiding detection when she returns to her desk.

Ingrid, observing Mordechai’s suspicious behavior through a strategically placed
mirror, debates whether to report him to security. Despite her awareness of his
actions, she chooses to remain silent, partly due to her personal disdain for EI-Masri
and her mild affection for Mordechai. Her decision not to intervene unknowingly sets in
motion significant consequences, as the stolen flash drive contains critical information.
The chapter highlights Ingrid’s internal conflict and her unwitting role in the unfolding

events.

Back in his office, Mordechai examines the flash drive, expecting encryption but
instead finding a trove of damning evidence. The drive contains a detailed confession
from El-Masri, outlining his involvement in a uranium-skimming scheme and revealing
his motives. Mordechai realizes the drive serves as El-Masri’s "insurance," likely
intended for investigators in case of his death. The files include comprehensive
inventories of illicit uranium shipments, providing Mordechai with irrefutable proof of

the conspiracy.

Recognizing the urgency of the situation, Mordechai decides to leave work early to
contact Slaton and share the explosive findings. The chapter ends with Mordechai
stepping into the crisp afternoon air, the weight of the discovery heavy on his

shoulders. The narrative underscores the pivotal nature of the stolen data and the far-



reaching implications of Ingrid’s inaction, setting the stage for the next phase of the

plot.



Chapter 36: Thirty-Six

The chapter begins with Boutros and his crew successfully navigating the Tsugaru
Straits under the cover of darkness, avoiding detection by patrol boats or radio calls.
As they emerge into the Pacific, Boutros disables unnecessary electronics to maintain
security, aware that certain-devices could reveal their position. The desolate northern
sea feels unfamiliar, but the crew remainsfocusedory their mission. Rafiq joins Boutros
on deck, discussing their next steps, including a four-day period of preparation before
their plans accelerate. The exchange hints at the crew's camaraderie and the looming

urgency of their task.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to Slaton, who is conducting a solitary surveillance
operation outside Tarek El-Masri's home. Unlike traditional intelligence operations with
extensive resources, Slaton relies on minimal equipment—just a stolen Glock and his
own instincts. He positions himself in a cramped, muddy space near the garage,
balancing proximity to the house with the risk of detection. His objective is to extract
information from El-Masri about his missing family, but he is determined to avoid

involving El-Masri's own family in the confrontation.

Slaton's surveillance reveals the challenges of his improvised operation. He notes the
absence of a dog, a small advantage, but remains wary of unforeseen complications.
His hideout limits his view of the property, forcing him to weigh visibility against cover.
Inside the house, he overhears muffled conversations in Arabic, recognizing the
universal tones of familial interactions. This reinforces his resolve to confront El-Masri

discreetly, ideally on the driveway, to minimize collateral damage.

The chapter juxtaposes Boutros's methodical maritime journey with Slaton's high-
stakes, lone-wolf surveillance. Both narratives underscore themes of preparation, risk,
and the moral boundaries each character navigates. Boutros prioritizes operational

security, while Slaton grapples with the ethical implications of his actions. The tension



builds as both men approach critical junctures in their respective missions, setting the

stage for impending confrontations.



Chapter 37: Thirty-Seven

In Chapter Thirty-Seven, Slaton surveils a house, wary of a teenager whose
unpredictable reaction could complicate his mission. His focus shifts when Tarek El-
Masri, an IAEA inspector and key to finding Slaton’s family, arrives in a silver Audi.
Slaton positions himself to-intercept EI-Masri but is interrupted by a sudden ambush. A
dark van blocks the driveway, and five armedrmen==likely trained operatives—swarm
the scene. El-Masri flees into the house, prompting Slaton to reassess the situation.
The men'’s tactics and lack of police identifiers suggest they are assassins, not law

enforcement, and their Asian appearance adds to the mystery.

Slaton observes the armed team splitting up, with two men targeting the back door
while others breach the front. Recognizing the urgency, he seizes an opportunity to
engage. Using the Audi for cover, he neutralizes the two men at the back door with
precise shots, exploiting their focus on the house. His actions are methodical,
reflecting the discipline of an elite operator: close-range accuracy, controlled recaoil,
and swift weapon handling. The unsuppressed gunfire alerts the remaining assailants,
forcing Slaton to move quickly. He retrieves a Vityaz submachine gun from one of the

fallen men, trading his Glock for higher firepower.

Entering the house, Slaton clears the kitchen, his senses heightened. He notes the
tactical gear of the dead men—earpieces and body armor—confirming their
professionalism. The radio chatter suggests the front team is aware of the disruption.
Slaton weighs the risks: he could retreat to reassess, but his personal
stake—interrogating El-Masri—leaves no room for hesitation. The chapter underscores
Slaton’s lethal efficiency and adaptability, contrasting Hollywood tropes with the grim

realism of close-quarters combat.

The chapter culminates in a high-stakes confrontation, with Slaton advancing into the

house amid chaos. His priority is EI-Masri, who holds critical information about his



family’s whereabouts. The attackers’ identity and motives remain unclear, but their
intent to kill EI-Masri is evident. Slaton’s actions—swift, calculated, and
ruthless—highlight the life-or-death stakes of his mission. The narrative builds tension
through tactical detail and Slaton’s internal calculations, leaving readers anticipating

the next clash as he moves deeper into the house.



Chapter 38: Thirty-Eight

Slaton assesses the aftermath of an attack, finding an empty van with discarded
supplies and confirming his initial assumption that a five-man team targeted a family
of three. Despite the odds, he remains focused, noting two attackers are already down.
Discovering a key left in the-van’s ignition, he pockets it, recognizing the attackers’
complacency—they expected little resistancerClimbing,onto the van’s roof, he surveys
the house’s roof, spotting a vent as a potential handhold. His plan evolves as he
prepares to bridge the gap between the van and the house, calculating the risks of his

next move.

Slaton leaps onto the steeply pitched roof, barely catching the vent to prevent a fall.
After a precarious struggle, he pulls himself up and moves swiftly toward a window
overlooking the master bedroom. Peering inside, he discovers the grim scene: three
bodies—EI-Masri, his wife, and their son—lying in pools of blood. The sight triggers a
surge of rage, not just at the loss of a potential informant but at the senseless killing of
innocents, which mirrors his own personal trauma. He scans the room for the
remaining attackers but finds no one, though movement across the street—a neighbor

calling for help—signals time is running out.

Faced with a critical decision, Slaton considers retreating but quickly dismisses it.
Logic overrides emotion: the surviving attackers may hold vital information about the
broader conspiracy, including clues about his own family’s disappearance. Though he
tells himself his choice is pragmatic, the line between justice and vengeance blurs.
Positioning himself above the front door, he readies his weapon, prepared to ambush
the remaining assailants. His focus sharpens as he waits for their appearance, ignoring

the architectural details he might usually admire.

The chapter builds tension as Slaton’s resolve hardens. His tactical precision and

emotional restraint contrast with the brutality of the attackers. The narrative



underscores his transformation from a methodical operative to a man driven by deeper
motivations—justice, retribution, and the desperate need for answers. The final lines
leave the reader anticipating the imminent confrontation, emphasizing Slaton’s

unwavering determination to confront the remaining threats head-on.



Chapter 39: Thirty-Nine

The chapter "Thirty-Nine" opens with a tense confrontation as Slaton, a skilled
operative, observes three armed men approaching a van with precision and caution.
The lead man wears night vision gear, and their disciplined movements suggest
military training. Slaton, pesitioned above them, prepares to strike, aiming to kill two
and incapacitate the third for interrogationyThe)scenejisicharged with suspense as he
calculates his next move, knowing he has only seconds before the men disappear

around the house.

Slaton executes his plan with lethal efficiency, firing precise shots that neutralize the
first two targets instantly. The third man, wounded but alive, becomes the focus of
Slaton’s interrogation efforts. Despite his injuries, the man’s fading consciousness
frustrates Slaton’s attempt to extract critical information about his missing wife and
son. The emotional weight of the moment is palpable as Slaton grapples with

desperation and anger, realizing yet another lead has slipped away.

As Slaton searches the bodies, he discovers a tactical camera and communication gear
still active on the third man’s vest. The equipment suggests the team was transmitting
real-time footage, a revelation that sparks a new avenue for Slaton to exploit.
Meanwhile, General Park in Pyongyang watches the disastrous mission unfold via the
live feed, horrified as Slaton’s face appears onscreen. The chapter ends with Slaton

poised to use the comms gear, hinting at a potential confrontation with Park.

The chapter masterfully blends action and tension, highlighting Slaton’s tactical
prowess and emotional turmoil. The real-time transmission twist adds a layer of
intrigue, connecting Slaton’s immediate struggle to a broader geopolitical context.
Park’s reaction underscores the high stakes, setting the stage for a clash between the
two adversaries. The narrative leaves readers anticipating Slaton’s next move as he

races against time to uncover the truth about his family.



Chapter 40: Forty

The chapter "Forty" follows Slaton as he escapes from a dangerous situation at El-
Masri's property, navigating through a junkyard and running to his car. He reflects on
the shifting dynamics of his mission, noting the involvement of both Middle Eastern
and Asian operatives, as well-as the theft of enriched uranium linked to EI-Masri, who
has been murdered. Slaton feels the weightofjhis isolation from his family, Christine
and Davy, and grapples with the uncharacteristic fear of failure as he drives away,

pushing his aging Renault to its limits.

Meanwhile, Mordechai receives a series of cryptic instructions from Slaton, leading him
to multiple rendezvous points, including a subway platform, a park, and an opera
house. Realizing Slaton is likely running a counter-surveillance check, Mordechai grows
both reassured and uneasy. The abrupt cancellation of their meeting leaves him
anxious, and he speculates about Slaton's intentions regarding El-Masri, wondering if

the plan has been delayed or altered.

The chapter highlights Slaton's tactical precision and adaptability, as well as his
internal struggle with doubt and isolation. His actions suggest a high-stakes operation
involving multiple factions, with the stolen uranium and El-Masri's murder pointing to a
broader conspiracy. The parallel narrative of Mordechai's erratic movements

underscores the tension and unpredictability of their mission.

Both characters are portrayed as operating under intense pressure, with Slaton's
professionalism contrasting with his rare moment of vulnerability. Mordechai's
inexperience with surveillance protocols adds to the chapter's suspense, as he
nervously returns home, questioning Slaton's next steps. The chapter ends on an
unresolved note, leaving the reader anticipating the next developments in their

dangerous pursuit.



Chapter 41: Forty-One

Mordechai returns to his apartment late at night, exhausted and unsettled after a long
day. He checks his phone repeatedly, finding no new messages, and realizes he hasn’t
eaten. As he prepares a meager meal, his mind races over the shocking files he stole
from El-Masri’s desk, recognizing that his original plan with Mossad is now untenable.
He grapples with the weight of the informationrandrworries about Slaton’s safety,
questioning whether he himself is cut out for field work. His unease grows when he
notices the window slightly ajar and the latches missing—just before a stranger

appears in his apartment.

Slaton, meanwhile, drives through Vienna in the early hours, feeling disconnected and
adrift. The night’'s events weigh heavily on him, and he reflects on his son Davy’s wish
for a dog—a poignant reminder of the family life he fears losing. A sudden red light
forces him to pause, and in that moment of stillness, he realizes he’s fallen behind in
his mission. He begins to reassess, focusing on the key players: the Middle Eastern
men, the Asian hit squad, ElI-Masri, and Mordechai. The pieces start coming together,

but Slaton senses something is amiss.

Mordechai’s discovery of the compromised window and the intruder’s presence
heightens the tension. Before he can react, the Asian man in black intercepts him,
cutting off his escape. The chapter leaves Mordechai’s fate uncertain, mirroring
Slaton’s growing realization that he’s made a critical error. Slaton revisits Mordechai’s
earlier text about new information on El-Masri, now understanding its urgency. The
failure to connect earlier gnaws at him, compounding his frustration and sense of

being outmaneuvered.

The chapter underscores the parallel struggles of both men—Mordechai confronting
the dangers of field work and Slaton grappling with the consequences of his oversight.

Their shared sense of vulnerability and the looming threat of unseen adversaries drive



the narrative forward. The abrupt ending leaves readers questioning Mordechai’s

survival and Slaton’s next move, setting the stage for escalating stakes in the story.



Chapter 42: Forty-Two

The chapter "Forty-Two" follows Slaton as he surveils Mordechai's apartment building
in Landstrasse, employing his sniper-trained expertise to assess the structure. He
notes the building's repetitive layout, deducing that Mordechai likely occupies a front-
facing, third-floor unit. Slaton's observational skills reveal a tactical rappelling rope
dangling from the roof to-Mordechai's windoew;isignaling @an intrusion. The rope's
presence suggests an operative has infiltrated the apartment, leaving it as an escape
route—a mistake Slaton intends to exploit. The tension escalates as Slaton prepares to

intervene, recognizing the imminent threat.

Meanwhile, Mordechai endures brutal interrogation at the hands of a North Korean
operative. Bound and severely beaten, he drifts in and out of consciousness, his hands
crushed and face mutilated. The attacker demands information about Slaton and
Israel, but Mordechai, disoriented and in agony, can barely respond. The flash drive
containing sensitive data lingers in his thoughts, heightening his fear of discovery. The
scene is visceral, emphasizing Mordechai's helplessness and the operative's ruthless

efficiency.

Slaton's analysis of the building underscores his tactical precision. He identifies the
elevator and stairwell locations, confirming unit 304's position. The lit windows at 3
a.m. and the rappelling rope solidify his suspicions. He critiques the intruder's
oversight in leaving the rope, viewing it as a vulnerability. Slaton's training allows him
to anticipate the operative's movements, and he prepares to counter the threat,
leveraging the mistake to his advantage. The chapter highlights his strategic mindset

and the high stakes of the confrontation.

The chapter alternates between Slaton's methodical planning and Mordechai's
harrowing ordeal, creating a stark contrast between predator and prey. Slaton's calm

assessment contrasts with Mordechai's suffering, building suspense as their fates



intertwine. The narrative culminates in Slaton's resolve to act, while Mordechai, broken
and barely conscious, succumbs to darkness. The chapter sets the stage for a climactic

confrontation, blending tension, strategy, and brutality.



Chapter 43: Forty-Three

In Chapter Forty-Three, Slaton executes a daring infiltration of Mordechai’s apartment
using a tactical rope and the Dulfersitz method, a risky climbing technique requiring no
harness. Carefully lowering himself from a neighboring building’s roof, he navigates
the sheer stone face with precision, relying on his training to minimize friction and
maintain control. Despite the physical challenge,his;greater concern is the unknown
threat awaiting him inside the apartment. The tension builds as he approaches the

window, aware that his mission could quickly turn deadly.

Upon reaching the window, Slaton observes signs of forced entry—removed latches
and a gap in the curtains—indicating someone has already breached the apartment.
Peering inside, he sees the aftermath of a violent search: overturned furniture, slashed
cushions, and a handgun left on the counter. The disarray suggests the intruders are
desperate to find something, likely tied to Mordechai’'s message about El-Masri.
Slaton’s suspicion is confirmed when a thickset Asian man, marked by a distinctive
scalp scar, emerges from the bedroom with blood on his hands and a hammer nearby,

hinting at torture.

The scene takes a darker turn as Slaton hears a moan from the bedroom, confirming
Mordechai is alive but likely in grave danger. The intruder’s brutal methods and Asian
identity link him to El-Masri’s killers, raising the stakes for Slaton’s intervention.
However, he hesitates to act immediately, weighing the possibility of accomplices and
the need for strategic timing. The tension escalates when a distant police siren draws
the scarred man'’s attention toward the window, threatening to expose Slaton’s

precarious position.

As the chapter concludes, Slaton clings to the building’s exterior, his mission hanging
in the balance. The sudden appearance of the scarred man near the window forces

him into a critical decision: retreat or engage. The chapter masterfully blends physical



suspense with psychological tension, leaving readers on edge as Slaton’s careful
planning collides with unpredictable danger. The stage is set for a high-stakes

confrontation in the next chapter.



Chapter 44: Forty-Four

In Chapter Forty-Four, Slaton finds himself in a precarious situation where avoiding a
fight is no longer an option. Suspended outside a window, he observes Scarhead, his
target, who pauses as if sensing danger. Slaton, gripping a rope and armed with a
Glock, realizes his attempt-to.remain hidden may have failed. The tension escalates as
Scarhead turns back toward thejwindow, jhisiexpression frozen in alarm. Slaton’s initial
move to lean away proves counterproductive, forcing him to make a split-second

decision to swing toward the window instead, despite losing control of his weapon.

Slaton crashes through the window in a chaotic entrance, landing entangled in the
rope and unable to effectively use his gun. Scarhead, recovering quickly, gains the
upper hand by pulling the rope and flipping Slaton onto his stomach. The two engage
in a brutal close-quarters struggle, with Scarhead attempting to strangle Slaton using
the rope. Slaton, though pinned and struggling to breathe, relies on his training and
strength to keep the rope from crushing his windpipe. The fight becomes a test of
endurance as Slaton’s left hand numbs under the pressure, while his right hand

remains determined to retain control of the Glock.

Realizing he must alter the dynamic, Slaton maneuvers his right hand to fire the Glock
blindly from his hip. Despite the awkward position, his years of training allow him to
aim by feel, targeting Scarhead’s legs. The first shot startles his opponent, and
subsequent hits force Scarhead to release the rope. Seizing the opportunity, Slaton
rolls to protect his weapon as Scarhead abruptly changes tactics, fleeing toward the
door. Slaton frees himself from the rope and gives chase, but Scarhead escapes into

the stairwell, leaving a trail of blood.

The chapter ends with Slaton weighing whether to pursue his injured adversary. The
intense confrontation highlights Slaton’s resourcefulness under pressure, blending

physical prowess with tactical ingenuity. The scene underscores the unpredictability of



combat, where split-second decisions and adaptability determine survival. Slaton’s

resilience and training prove critical, even as the outcome remains uncertain.



Chapter 45: Forty-Five

Slaton discovers Mordechai brutally beaten and bleeding profusely from a stomach
wound in a chaotic, laundry-strewn room. He immediately calls emergency services
but hangs up before providing details. Cutting Mordechai free with a steak knife,
Slaton attempts to stem the-bleeding with a dishrag, though the injury is severe.
Mordechai, barely conscious, reveals he had;been, tryingyto rejoin Mossad by
intercepting El-Masri’s activities, which led to his current state. Slaton, trained in field
medicine, recognizes Mordechai’s slim chances without advanced medical

intervention.

As Mordechai weakens, he discloses critical information: Slaton’s family is safe, having
gone into hiding after Mordechai impersonated Slaton via their shared communication
line. He mentions a mysterious “stick” and hints that Park, an unknown figure, does
not have Slaton’s family. Before he can elaborate, Mordechai succumbs to his injuries,
leaving Slaton with fragmented clues. The arrival of sirens prompts Slaton to search
frantically for the “stick,” suspecting it refers to a flash drive containing vital

information.

Slaton scours the apartment, checking Mordechai’s laptop, drawers, and even a jacket,
but finds nothing. A half-eaten tuna sandwich on the counter catches his attention, and
beneath it lies a flash drive labeled “INSURANCE” with an Egyptian flag. As authorities
approach, Slaton pockets the drive, reflecting on Mordechai’s misguided attempt to

regain Mossad’s favor by orchestrating an operation that endangered Slaton’s family.

With emergency responders closing in, Slaton escapes through the building’s roof and
neighboring stairwell, evading capture. The chapter ends with Slaton vanishing into
the night, now in possession of the flash drive but burdened by Mordechai’s
revelations and the unresolved threat to his family. The drive’s contents and Park’s

identity remain looming questions as Slaton continues his desperate mission.



Chapter 46: Forty-Six

The chapter opens with Sami and Boutros on a boat, observing a lone bird far from
land. Sami questions how the bird survives without a place to rest, reflecting his
youthful curiosity, while Boutros dismisses the inquiry as trivial. Their exchange
highlights the contrast between Sami’s wonder and Boutros’s pragmatic detachment,
setting the tone for the chapter’'s exploration jofideeper; more ominous themes.
Boutros soon leaves to check on Rafiq, shifting the focus to the clandestine operation

underway.

Below deck, Rafiq is working with a Geiger counter, revealing the presence of
radioactive material in a steel container. Boutros is unsettled by the invisible threat of
radiation, contrasting it with the tangible dangers of war he’s accustomed to. Rafiq
explains the technical aspects of their nuclear device, including the need for additional
enriched uranium and the mechanics of achieving critical mass. Their dialogue
underscores the chilling efficiency of the weapon and the calculated nature of their

mission.

Boutros raises concerns about the North Koreans’ involvement and how their role
might be traced after the bomb’s detonation. Rafiq admits uncertainty but trusts the
Koreans’ assurances that ISIS will take sole credit. This discussion reveals the
geopolitical complexities and risks of their alliance, as well as Boutros’s strategic
mindset. The chapter subtly critiques the blind faith placed in technical expertise and

foreign alliances, hinting at potential vulnerabilities in their plan.

The chapter closes with Boutros reflecting on the differing motivations within their
group. He contrasts the fervent jihadists like Sami and Saleem with more pragmatic
figures like himself and Rafiq, whose actions are driven by circumstance rather than
zeal. His introspection, coupled with the mundane act of drinking bitter coffee,

humanizes him amidst the grim context. The chapter ends on a somber note,



emphasizing the moral and emotional weight of their mission.



Chapter 47: Forty-Seven

The chapter follows Slaton, a former Mossad operative, as he flees Vienna and drives
through Germany, grappling with the aftermath of Mordechai’s death and the
revelation that he was manipulated into a personal vendetta. His thoughts oscillate
between regret and urgency-as he questions the safety of Christine and the
involvement of an Asian-contingent. With thejVienna police likely closing in, Slaton
recognizes the need to disappear, planning to abandon his car near Munich and
assume a new identity using a Canadian passport. His exhaustion forces him to

prioritize a brief, calculated rest based on his Mossad-trained sleep cycle.

Slaton’s desperation mounts as he reflects on his failed attempts to prevent recent
killings, leaving him emotionally and physically drained. He scouts a secluded spot to
park the Renault, preparing for a tactical reset in Munich. His meticulous planning
includes ditching the car, boarding a train, and acquiring new resources. Before
executing his plan, he allows himself a precise 115-minute sleep—a duration
scientifically determined during his Mossad training—to restore his alertness. The
chapter highlights his disciplined approach, blending survival instincts with operational

precision.

Meanwhile, the narrative shifts to North Korea, introducing General Park, the head of
state security, as he navigates the opulent yet paranoid world of Chairman Kwon'’s
regime. The lavish Residence Number 55, hidden in a forested enclave, symbolizes the
regime’s hypocrisy, where luxury coexists with brutal control. Park endures rigorous
security checks, including a humiliating frisking, underscoring Kwon’s distrust even of
his most loyal officials. The chapter reveals Kwon’s extreme measures, such as
randomly distributing live and blank ammunition to his guards, a policy Park views as

reckless but dares not challenge.



The juxtaposition of Slaton’s fugitive journey and Park’s constrained power within
North Korea’s authoritarian structure creates tension. Both men operate in high-stakes
environments—one as a hunted rogue agent, the other as a top official navigating a
treacherous hierarchy. The chapter sets the stage for impending confrontations, with
Slaton’s quest for answers and Park’s growing disillusionment hinting at deeper
conflicts to come. The narrative weaves together themes of control, survival, and the

psychological toll of living under constant threat.



Chapter 48: Forty-Eight

The chapter opens with Park being greeted by an impeccably dressed woman as he
enters a lavishly staged office designed to project power and humility. The room,
meticulously arranged like a set, features a modest mahogany desk that contrasts with
the grandeur of its occupant,- Kwon ll-sun, North Korea’s Supreme Leader. Kwon, a
youthful yet imposing figure, greets Parkjwithrexaggerated warmth, embodying the
public persona of a joyful dictator. However, Park, aware of Kwon’s darker tendencies,

remains wary, knowing the leader’s charm can quickly give way to ruthlessness.

Kwon’s demeanor shifts as he questions Park about a team sent to Vienna, hinting at
underlying tensions within the regime’s power structure. Park downplays the operation
as a minor effort to address wage skimming by expatriate workers, but Kwon’s focus
soon turns to North Korea’s nuclear strategy. He probes Park about manipulating
Western perceptions of their nuclear capabilities, emphasizing the need to keep the
Americans guessing. Park cautiously navigates the conversation, aware that Kwon's

moods are volatile and that misinformation could escalate tensions.

The discussion pivots to a plan to unsettle the U.S. with a vague but threatening
display of new nuclear capabilities. Park seizes the opportunity to propose an indirect
provocation, which Kwon enthusiastically approves. The chapter highlights the delicate
balance Park must maintain—feeding Kwon'’s desire for confrontation while avoiding
outright conflict. The Supreme Leader’s mercurial nature is on full display as he swings

from anger to excitement, underscoring the unpredictability of his rule.

The chapter concludes with a lavish meal, where Kwon dominates the conversation
with topics ranging from global politics to basketball, oblivious to the stark contrast
between his opulence and the suffering of his people. Park, ever vigilant, navigates the
encounter with caution, aware that his survival depends on appeasing Kwon’s whims.

The encounter leaves Park exhausted, reflecting on the unsustainable nature of such



power dynamics and the toll it takes on those caught in Kwon'’s orbit.



Chapter 49: Forty-Nine

The chapter "Forty-Nine" details the transformation and eventual abandonment of
Glorious Dawn Cay, a man-made island in the South China Sea constructed by China.
Initially created through dredging and sand deposition, the island featured a runway,
buildings, and a flagpole, symbolizing China's territorial ambitions. However, poor
coordination between Chinese ministriesjand @an inadequate survey of the location led
to its failure. The island was further devastated by Super-typhoon Indira, leaving it in
ruins and prompting China to disclaim ownership while subtly retaining control under

the new name Friendship Cay.

Years later, the island found new purpose when North Korea sought a remote airfield
for clandestine operations. A small team of North Korean soldiers and workers arrived
to clear the runway and set up basic infrastructure, including fuel storage and a
makeshift hangar. The arrival of a Y-5A Colt aircraft, an outdated but reliable biplane,
marked the beginning of covert deliveries. The plane, though outwardly decrepit, was
meticulously maintained and operated by elite North Korean air force personnel,

reflecting the mission's high stakes.

Over the next year, the Colt made regular deliveries to Friendship Cay, transporting
small, heavy containers that were stored in the hangar. The operations were executed
with precision, each visit lasting no more than 22 minutes to avoid detection. The
containers were later transferred to a cargo ship, which returned with a single, larger
cask. This secretive routine continued until General Park's orders triggered a new

phase of the mission.

In the final phase, the Colt was prepared for a critical flight, loaded with the larger cask
and auxiliary fuel tanks. Despite concerns about exceeding weight limits, the pilots
prioritized the mission over safety regulations. The chapter ends on a suspenseful

note, hinting at the high-stakes nature of the operation and the disregard for legal



boundaries in pursuit of North Korea's objectives.
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Chapter 50: Fifty

Slaton wakes up injured but functional after a strenuous night, driving to Rosenheim
where he abandons his car near an IKEA store. Taking a bus into town, he finds himself
near the churches of St. Nikolaus and Holy Spirit, contemplating his next steps amid
the bustle of everyday life-Despite his physical discomfort and impatience, he is
drawn to the open doors of the cathedraly jits grand-architecture momentarily

distracting him from his urgent mission.

Inside the church, Slaton reflects on his fractured relationship with faith,
acknowledging his past as an assassin and his distant belief in God. He sits in a pew,
offering a simple plea for help rather than bargaining for divine intervention. As he
leaves, he donates money and encounters Sister Magda, who engages him in
conversation about the church’s architecture. Slaton, revealing his masonry expertise,

points out a repair issue, subtly hinting at his skills and past.

Sister Magda, sensing his distress, offers him access to a computer in the church
office. Slaton inserts a flash drive he had recovered earlier, hoping to find clues about
his missing wife and son. The lack of encryption on the drive surprises him, but the
slow computer tests his patience as he anxiously awaits the files. He grapples with the
irony of modern technology isolating him from his family despite its connectivity,

realizing Mordechai’s interference has severed their communication.

As the computer processes the files, Slaton’s anxiety peaks, his mind racing with
possibilities about Christine’s whereabouts and potential threats. The chapter closes
with his whispered, desperate question: “Where are you, Christine?”—a refrain
underscoring his helplessness and determination to reunite with his family amid the

chaos.



Chapter 51: Fifty-One

Christine, the wife of an assassin, is hiding with her young son Davy at a luxurious
resort in the Balearic Islands. She chose the high-end location strategically, believing it
would be the last place anyone would expect her to seek refuge. While Davy plays in
the kiddie pool, Christine remains vigilant, scanning the surroundings for any threats.
Her paranoia is evident-as she contemplates theourner phone in her bag, unsure
whether to turn it on for fear of revealing their location or receiving unsettling
messages. The chapter highlights her internal conflict between safety and

reconnecting with her husband, David.

The narrative flashes back to Christine’s abrupt escape after receiving cryptic
messages she initially believed were from David. The instructions led her to abandon
their boat, *Sirius*, and flee to Barcelona with Davy. However, she soon realized the
messages weren’t from David, prompting her to shut off the phone and disappear. Her
quick thinking and resourcefulness are underscored as she adapts to the chaos, using
cash, backup passports, and a ferry to Mallorca to evade potential pursuers. The
tension builds as Christine grapples with the uncertainty of David’s fate and the

motives behind the deception.

Christine’s isolation deepens as she attempts to piece together David’s whereabouts.
A call to the marina reveals he had returned to their boat, claiming a
misunderstanding, but his vague explanations only heighten her suspicion. The
chapter emphasizes her growing distrust and the emotional toll of their separation.
Meanwhile, Davy’s innocence contrasts with the gravity of their situation, as he
innocently asks to call his father. Christine’s resolve to protect him is palpable, even as

she struggles with the loneliness and fear of their predicament.

The chapter closes with Christine’s momentary distraction as she tends to Davy,

hinting at an impending disruption. Her constant vigilance is juxtaposed with the



mundane act of applying sunscreen, underscoring the duality of her life—balancing
motherhood with the dangers of her husband’s profession. The unresolved tension
leaves readers anticipating the next twist, as Christine’s carefully constructed facade

of normalcy teeters on the edge of collapse.



Chapter 52: Fifty-Two

The chapter opens with Mossad operative Slaton accessing a memory stick containing
a confession from Tarek El-Masri, a compromised individual involved in a high-stakes
conspiracy. The document reveals an 18-month scheme to divert highly enriched
uranium during IAEA site visits, meticulously detailing the methods of concealment
and transport. Slaton recognizes the hallmarks-ofja-well-executed covert operation,
noting how bureaucratic inefficiencies and insider access facilitated the theft. The
confession also hints at EI-Masri’s motive: a terminal leukemia diagnosis linked to
radiation exposure, which likely drove him to secure financial stability for his family

through illicit means.

El-Masri’s confession goes beyond broad strokes, providing spreadsheets, bank
records, and threatening emails that paint a comprehensive picture of his downfall.
The documents show he was deeply in debt due to speculative investments and
gambling, only to be bailed out by large cash inflows from Chinese and Singaporean
banks. Slaton deduces that El-Masri’s desperation and fear of betrayal led him to
create this detailed record. The physicist’s plea for his family’s financial security in
exchange for his posthumous candor underscores his moral conflict and the

precariousness of his position.

The most critical revelation comes at the end: ElI-Masri names Park Hai-joon, a high-
ranking North Korean SSD officer, as his primary conspirator. This aligns with Slaton’s
earlier observations of Korean operatives, suggesting state-sponsored involvement.
However, the lack of direct evidence—meetings were clandestine and
unrecorded—means Slaton must rely on the confession alone. Despite this, the
broader narrative is clear: El-Masri, facing death and financial ruin, became a pawn in

a larger geopolitical game, only to be betrayed by his handlers.



The chapter concludes with Slaton meticulously reviewing the documents, committing
details to memory as he prepares to act on the intelligence. The setting—a cramped,
windowless room doubling as a bomb shelter—adds tension, emphasizing the high
stakes. Slaton’s discovery not only exposes the uranium theft but also sets the stage
for a confrontation with North Korean operatives. The chapter leaves readers with a
sense of impending action, as Slaton transitions from investigator to active participant

in a dangerous international conspiracy.



Chapter 53: Fifty-Three

Slaton, after reviewing files for a second time, identifies inconsistencies in EI-Masri’s
account of uranium thefts orchestrated by North Korea. He questions why North Korea,
already a nuclear power, would need enriched uranium and why the thefts involved
small, risky extractions from-multiple locations instead of larger, more efficient hauls.
Despite these doubts, Slaton remains canvinced ofiEl=Masri’s credibility due to
corroborating evidence, including Mordechai’s research and recent encounters with
Asian operatives. His primary concern, however, is how this information will help him

locate his wife, Christine, and son, Davy.

As Slaton reflects on his next steps, he grapples with the overwhelming challenge of
confronting an entire nation. The sound of a choir in the church hallway momentarily
distracts him, but he quickly refocuses, realizing he must act decisively. After securing
the flash drive and leaving a note for Sister Magda, he exits the church, feeling a sense
of clarity and purpose. The flash drive, a critical lead, solidifies his resolve to pursue

the truth and protect his family.

Slaton purchases a disposable phone and contacts a trusted associate, arranging a
high-stakes meeting in Frankfurt to share his findings about Park Hai-joon, a suspected
North Korean intelligence officer. The urgency of the situation is palpable, but Slaton
must wait nine hours for the meeting. Despite the delay, he recognizes the necessity
of face-to-face communication to ensure the information is handled securely. His
tactical mindset shifts from reactive to proactive as he prepares for the next phase of

his mission.

The chapter concludes with Slaton’s cautious optimism, underscored by his strategic
planning and the gravity of the intelligence he possesses. The interplay of doubt,
determination, and tactical precision highlights his resourcefulness in navigating a

complex and dangerous situation. As he awaits the meeting, Slaton’s focus remains



unwavering: leveraging the flash drive’s information to uncover the truth and reunite

with his family.



Chapter 54: Fifty-Four

The chapter opens with the crew of the Albatross navigating rough seas, with Boutros
managing the helm while some of his men, Saleem and Rafiq, struggle with
seasickness. Despite the challenging conditions, Sami remains unaffected and is
tasked with learning manual-steering. Boutros checks the bilge pumps and notes the
changing weather, including a distant thunderstormj while reflecting on the crew's
focus on prayer over seamanship. The mission remains undiscovered, but Boutros

harbors quiet concerns about how long their luck will hold.

Below deck, Rafiq works on detonators despite his discomfort, revealing the crew's
secret mission involves explosives. He expresses unease about their North Korean
partners, questioning their motives for aiding the operation. Boutros rationalizes the
alliance, suggesting internal factions in North Korea may oppose reconciliation with the
U.S. The conversation highlights the crew's reliance on their benefactors and their

unwavering commitment to their cause, even as Rafig's doubts linger.

Rafiq later inspects Saleem's intricate wiring work, dubbed the "bird's nest," designed
to deter bomb disarming. Saleem's pride in his chaotic, deceptive craftsmanship
contrasts with Rafiq's preference for clean engineering. As Rafiq gazes at the turbulent
sea, he recalls a long-lost letter, hinting at a personal conflict or unresolved past. His
internal struggle suggests he may be reconsidering his role in the mission, though he

remains outwardly committed.

The chapter shifts abruptly to Christine and her son Davy in a hotel lobby, their playful
chase contrasting starkly with the tension aboard the Albatross. The lighthearted
scene, focused on mundane parental moments, provides a jarring juxtaposition to the
high-stakes drama at sea. The chapter ends with Davy's request for TV, leaving
Christine's story unresolved but hinting at an impending connection to the larger

narrative.



Chapter 55: Fifty-Five

In Chapter Fifty-Five, Slaton, a seasoned operative, arrives in Frankfurt after a
meticulous journey, preparing for a critical meeting. He kills time by reviewing files,
changing his attire, and ensuring he is well-equipped for the mission. Arriving early at
the Alte Oper, a historic opera house, he meets his CIA contact, Anna Sorensen, whose
presence signals the urgency of their discussion.~Slaton’'s sharp observations reveal
that Sorensen has traveled from Langley, hinting at the gravity of the situation. Their

tense exchange sets the stage for a high-stakes negotiation.

Slaton confronts Sorensen about Park Hai-joon, a high-ranking SSD official, confirming
his suspicions about the man'’s significance. He withholds a flash drive containing
valuable intelligence, demanding guarantees in return. The conversation takes a
personal turn when Slaton reveals that his wife, Christine, and son, Davy, have gone
missing. Sorensen, who has previously protected them, shows genuine concern,
softening the otherwise strained interaction. Slaton’s desperation is palpable as he

describes the emotional toll of their disappearance.

Slaton recounts the events leading to the crisis, including the theft of highly enriched
uranium by a former IAEA official and the involvement of a ex-Mossad operative. He
emphasizes the global threat posed by the missing nuclear material, urging Sorensen
to recognize the severity of the situation. Despite his plea, Slaton senses an underlying
hesitation in Sorensen, suggesting there may be undisclosed complications. The
tension escalates when Slaton receives a startling text message, disrupting their

conversation.

The chapter culminates with Slaton receiving a photograph of Christine and Davy
aboard a private jet. While Davy appears cheerful, Christine’s expression is one of fear,
confirming Slaton’s worst fears. The image sends a chilling message, underscoring the

personal stakes of the mission. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, leaving Slaton—and



the reader—grappling with the implications of the photo and the urgent need to rescue
his family. The encounter with Sorensen sets the groundwork for a high-stakes

collaboration, blending personal vendetta with global security concerns.



Chapter 56: Fifty-Six

The chapter opens with Slaton, a typically detached assassin, grappling with
overwhelming emotions after receiving proof that his family has been kidnapped.
Sitting outside the Alte Oper in Frankfurt, he shares a photo of his wife and son on a
private jet with CIA officer-Anna Sorensen, who suggests sending it to Langley for
analysis. Slaton doubts the image will yieldyclues;suspecting it has been sanitized. His
usual composure falters as he confesses his guilt and fear, revealing he even prayed in

a church earlier that day—a rare admission of vulnerability.

Sorensen reassures Slaton, vowing to help him rescue his family. He acknowledges his
need for her support, both for her resources and her objectivity, as he is too
emotionally involved to think clearly. Slaton asserts his desire to lead the operation,
and Sorensen agrees, though she cautions that her agency’s protocols may eventually
override his control. They discuss the likelihood that North Korean operative Park is
behind the kidnapping, linking it to a stolen uranium conspiracy. Slaton suspects his

family was taken to manipulate him, given his knowledge of the operation.

The pair strategize how to force the kidnappers to communicate again. Slaton
proposes sending a redacted version of El-Masri’s confession (stored on a flash drive)
to his compromised phone, hoping to provoke contact that could be traced. Sorensen
warns that state actors like North Korea will likely use untraceable methods, but
agrees it's worth attempting to unsettle them. Slaton’s focus sharpens as he shifts
from despair to action, urging Sorensen to expedite the photo analysis and prepare a

CIA jet for immediate deployment.

In the final exchange, Slaton emphasizes the broader stakes: the uranium theft
threatens U.S. national security, justifying his demand for CIA resources. Sorensen
reluctantly agrees to ready the jet, recognizing the urgency. Slaton’s resolve hardens

as he awaits intelligence to guide his next move, leaving the chapter on a tense note



of impending action. His emotional turmoil is now channeled into a determined pursuit

of both his family and the truth behind the conspiracy.



Chapter 57: Fifty-Seven

General Park, head of the SSD, is awakened early in his secluded mountain retreat
after his team intercepts a message sent to David Slaton’s phone. The message
contains a damning document—Tarek El-Masri’'s confession—exposing Park’s
meticulously planned conspiracy. Park, though unsurprised by the leak, is frustrated by
the timing, as his scheme is nearing completion:Heguestions whether Slaton or a
third party is behind the intercepted transmission and orders his team to block the
message while investigating its origin, wary of losing control over the flow of

information.

Park’s personal life is briefly highlighted, revealing his disdain for his wife, whom he
married for political gain as the sister of Chairman Kwon. His indulgence in
extramarital affairs underscores his ruthless pragmatism. After dismissing a young
woman from his bed, Park focuses on the crisis at hand, demanding answers from
Bureau 121 about the intercepted document. His irritation grows as the technicians

admit the difficulty of tracing its source, forcing him to adapt his plans on the fly.

Realizing the urgency, Park accelerates his timetable and contacts Khang, his
subordinate recovering from injuries sustained in Vienna. He instructs Khang to
expedite their mission, blaming him for previous failures. Park confirms that Khang'’s
captives—a woman and a boy—remain unharmed, emphasizing their importance to his
scheme. The call ends with Park dictating a terse message to an operative codenamed

Albatross, further tightening his grip on the unfolding operation.

As Park reflects on the situation, he takes solace in the isolation of his retreat, a
strategic choice for the critical days ahead. His thoughts turn to Khang, recalling his
recruitment years prior, but the chapter cuts off before revealing more. Park’s
calculated demeanor and adaptability underscore his role as a formidable antagonist,

poised to escalate his plans despite mounting obstacles.



Chapter 58: Fifty-Eight

In Chapter Fifty-Eight, Sorensen and Slaton take a break at a café while imagery
analysts at Langley work on identifying a jet from a photograph. Over coffee and tea,
they discuss El-Masri’s file and the implications of lost highly enriched uranium for
Slaton’s family. After an _hour, Sorensen calls for an update, and a young analyst with a
Midwestern accent reports their progress.jtheiteamis Q0% certain the jet is a
Bombardier Challenger 300, a common model with over 700 in operation worldwide,
making it difficult to track. The analyst notes that the aircraft’s registration certificate,

typically displayed near the cockpit, appears to have been removed intentionally.

Slaton, meanwhile, scrutinizes the photo of his wife, Christine, and notices her
unnatural hand gestures and defeated expression. Realizing she is sending a coded
message, he recalls their recent experimentation with sign language. Her hands form
the letters "H" and "Y," which he interprets as part of the jet’s tail number. The analyst
agrees this could significantly narrow their search, as few Challengers would have
these letters in their registration. Sorensen acknowledges Christine’s deliberate
communication, suggesting the letters could also relate to a location or abductor’s

initials, but Slaton remains convinced they point to the aircraft’s identification.

The chapter shifts to Boutros, who experiences a vivid nightmare of being crushed by
a collapsing wall amid a storm. As he struggles helplessly, he is abruptly awakened by
Rafig, who delivers an urgent message. The dream sequence underscores Boutros'’s
psychological turmoil and isolation, contrasting with the sudden interruption of reality.
This moment hints at an impending development or crisis, though its connection to

Slaton’s pursuit remains unclear.

The chapter concludes with a sense of urgency as both storylines converge on critical
revelations. Slaton’s decoding of Christine’s message offers a potential breakthrough

in locating the jet, while Boutros’s interrupted nightmare foreshadows an important



update. The parallel narratives emphasize tension and the race against time, leaving

readers anticipating the next steps in both plots.



Chapter 59: Fifty-Nine

The crew gathers in the wheelhouse, hopeful after receiving their first encrypted
message, only to be disappointed by the news. The instructions demand a shift to their
secondary target, with no explanation provided. Boutros, the commander, speculates
that their original plan may-have been compromised or that naval exercises could
interfere. The primary target, Pearl Harbor;held symbelie significance as a
reenactment of a historic attack, but the crew must now reconsider their mission. The

abrupt change leaves them frustrated and questioning the rationale behind the orders.

Tensions rise as Saleem and Rafiq debate the North Koreans' trustworthiness and
motives. Saleem argues for sticking to the original plan, while Rafiq warns of potential
risks. The crew grapples with the unanswered question of why the North Koreans need
them to carry out the attack. Rafig suggests that the uranium’s mixed origins—sourced
from multiple countries—could obscure attribution, making it harder for the U.S. to
pinpoint responsibility. This revelation adds a layer of complexity, as the crew realizes

they may be pawns in a larger geopolitical strategy.

Boutros weighs the arguments and decides to proceed with the secondary target,
emphasizing the need for pragmatism. He asserts that the North Koreans would not
divert them without cause and that the secondary target still holds symbolic value.
Saleem reluctantly agrees, though he views the change as a compromise. Boutros
takes the helm, aiming to accelerate their journey to the rendezvous point for the final
uranium delivery. The crew’s unity is tested, but Boutros’s authority prevails, ensuring

their focus remains on the mission.

The chapter concludes with Boutros calculating their revised timeline, estimating they
will receive the uranium within a day. Despite the unresolved questions and internal
dissent, the crew prepares to push forward. The uncertainty surrounding the North

Koreans’ true intentions lingers, but the urgency of their mission leaves no room for



hesitation. The stage is set for the final phase of their plan, with the crew balancing

faith, suspicion, and determination as they approach their target.



Chapter 60: Sixty

The chapter "Sixty" opens with a clandestine delivery mission to Rongelap Airport in
the Marshall Islands. A Colt aircraft, low on fuel, lands on the remote airstrip, where
the captain finds minimal infrastructure and no welcoming party. After securing the
plane, he heads to a small-cluster of buildings to arrange refueling. The island’s
desolation is underscored by its history:;fondecades; nothing grown there has been
safe to consume due ta lingering radiation from past nuclear tests. The captain’s
meticulous preparation hints at the mission’s significance, though the exact purpose

remains shrouded in mystery.

The narrative then shifts to the island’s tragic backstory, centered on the catastrophic
1954 Castle Bravo nuclear test. The U.S. miscalculated the bomb’s yield, resulting in a
blast far more powerful than anticipated. Radiation spread across the region, rendering
Rongelap uninhabitable and forcing evacuations. The fallout sparked international
outrage and led to stricter nuclear testing limits. This historical context contrasts
sharply with the present mission, as General Park exploits the island’s isolation to
stage a covert uranium delivery. The irony is palpable: a site scarred by nuclear

devastation becomes a waypoint for transporting weapons-grade material.

The operation involves a second Colt aircraft, deployed as a decoy to mislead
surveillance. Piloted by unwitting North Korean airmen, it follows a scripted flight plan
to create an alibi. Meanwhile, the primary Colt refuels at Rongelap, with the captain
bribing the local administrator to avoid scrutiny. The exchange of cash and pirated
DVDs ensures cooperation, while the administrator’s gift of dried copra—tainted by
radiation—is discreetly discarded mid-flight. The meticulous choreography of the

mission highlights its high stakes and the lengths taken to avoid detection.

In the final leg, the laden Colt departs Rongelap, its pilots reflecting on the symbolic

weight of their journey. As they fly past Bikini Atoll, another site of U.S. nuclear tests,



the chapter closes with a poignant contrast: the silent aftermath of America’s nuclear
legacy juxtaposed with the undetected delivery of what may become its greatest
defeat. The chapter masterfully blends historical tragedy with contemporary intrigue,

leaving the reader to ponder the cyclical nature of conflict and secrecy.



Chapter 61: Sixty-One

The chapter opens with CIA officer Anna Sorensen waking David Slaton in his quarters
to deliver urgent news. She reveals that the private jet linked to his missing family,
registered under a shell company tied to North Korea’s SSD, has been tracked from
Mallorca to Urumqi, China.Slaton questions the jet’'s destination, and Sorensen
explains that Urumgqi is-a transit hub, suggesting-the flight will refuel before
continuing. However, she admits tracking domestic Chinese flights is nearly impossible

due to diplomatic constraints, frustrating Slaton, who accuses the CIA of inaction.

Sorensen speculates that the jet’s final destination is likely North Korea, given its
ownership and flight path. Slaton’s anger and desperation surface as he confronts her
about the agency’s limitations, emphasizing the personal stakes of his family’s
abduction. Sorensen, though sympathetic, remains constrained by operational
protocols. The tension between Slaton’s urgency and institutional barriers underscores

the chapter’s central conflict—balancing personal resolve against systemic obstacles.

Meanwhile, Christine and Davy remain captive aboard the jet, landing in Urumaqi.
Christine observes their surroundings, noting the airport’s aging infrastructure and
Asian-operated airlines, confirming their location in China. She maintains a composed
facade for Davy’s sake, masking her fear while subtly gathering intel. Their captors,
led by a scarred, authoritative figure, remain tight-lipped, shutting down her attempts
to learn more. The juxtaposition of Christine’s quiet resilience and the looming threat

heightens the suspense.

The chapter closes with Christine’s forced photo session with Davy, hinting at the
captors’ manipulative agenda. The parallel narratives—Slaton’s race against
bureaucratic inertia and Christine’s precarious captivity—converge around the
unanswered question of their final destination. The tension between agency limitations

and personal stakes, coupled with Christine’s precarious situation, sets the stage for
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Chapter 62: Sixty-Two

In Chapter Sixty-Two, Slaton remains closely aligned with CIA operative Sorensen,
recognizing her resources as critical to his mission. Without her support, his only
option would be a near-impossible solo infiltration into North Korea to locate his
abducted family. The tension.is palpable as they strategize in an army dining hall,
surrounded by oblivious-personnel. A sudden jcallrto'Sarensen’s secure phone shifts the
dynamic—her demeanor hardens, signaling urgent developments. Slaton, already on

edge, prepares for action, sensing the stakes have risen.

The call reveals a breakthrough: the discovery of two Chinese Y-5A transport planes
linked to Park’s organization, which were used to move stolen highly enriched uranium
(HEU). By cross-referencing flight data with intelligence from El-Masri’s files, the CIA
traces these aircraft to theft sites in Pakistan, Ghana, and Kazakhstan. One plane was
later abandoned in the Marshall Islands, while the other remains unaccounted for.
Sorensen hints at a potential HEU stockpile on Friendship Cay, a dredged island in the

South China Sea, though the materials may have already been moved.

Slaton, familiar with the region from past sailing trips, quickly grasps the implications.
He presses Sorensen for details, learning that one plane was recently found empty in
Majuro, its crew vanished. The CIA is mobilizing resources, including satellite
surveillance and naval support, to track the second aircraft. Slaton insists on
immediate action, directing Sorensen to arrange a jet for him to head east—toward the
Marshall Islands—as a starting point. To his surprise, Sorensen announces she will

accompany him, leveraging her authority to expedite the mission.

The chapter concludes with three converging trajectories in the Pacific: a trawler with
a determined crew, the remaining Y-5A transporting nuclear material amid turbulent
weather, and Slaton and Sorensen’s high-speed jet. Each group advances at different

speeds, setting the stage for a high-stakes confrontation. The urgency and global scale



of the operation underscore the escalating threat, with Slaton’s personal mission now

intertwined with a broader nuclear crisis.



Chapter 63: Sixty-Three

The chapter opens with a vivid description of Kure Atoll, a remote and uninhabited
coral ring in the Pacific Ocean. Shaped like a nesting bird, it serves as a sanctuary for
seabirds and lies precisely on the international date line, contrasting Greenwich in
both time and landscape. Known by different names across cultures, the atoll is
marked by its isolation;-with-only a decaying WWil-eragsunway as evidence of human
presence. The environment is unchanging—constant winds, predictable rains, and a
lack of seasons define its harsh yet serene existence. Despite its obscurity, Kure
attracts ornithologists who periodically visit to study nesting birds, though their

presence is meticulously noted in a classified North Korean report.

The narrative shifts to the crew of the Albatross, a fishing trawler nearing Kure Atoll.
Boutros, the leader, reflects on their fortunate weather during the voyage, avoiding
the Pacific’s notorious winter unpredictability. The crew gathers on deck to discuss
their mission: Saleem confirms the explosives are ready, Rafiq reports the nuclear
device is prepared except for projectile rings, and Sami, the youngest, is poised to
handle the hazardous polonium initiator—a task that guarantees severe radiation
exposure. The crew’s resolve is unwavering, with Sami accepting his role without
hesitation. Boutros estimates their arrival at Kure after nightfall, a slight deviation from

their plan due to unfavorable currents.

The chapter underscores the crew’s meticulous preparation and the gravity of their
mission. Saleem questions whether their target remains unchanged, and Boutros
reaffirms their objective, silencing further discussion. The tension builds as Boutros
suddenly notices their arrival at Kure, signaling the culmination of their journey. The
crew’s professionalism and dedication to their cause are evident, even as they face the
moral and physical dangers ahead. The juxtaposition of Kure’'s untouched beauty and

the crew’s deadly purpose creates a stark contrast, heightening the chapter’s



suspense.

Ultimately, the chapter blends natural wonder with human intrigue, setting the stage
for a high-stakes confrontation. Kure Atoll, a forgotten paradise, becomes the unlikely
backdrop for a covert operation. The crew’s technical readiness and emotional resolve
highlight the chapter’s tension, while the atoll’s isolation and ecological significance
add depth to the narrative. The chapter ends on a note of anticipation, leaving readers

eager to see how the crew’s mission will unfold in this remote and fragile environment.



Chapter 64: Sixty-Four

The chapter opens with CIA operatives Slaton and Sorensen navigating logistical
hurdles during their mission. Denied a direct route through Russian airspace, they are
forced to take a longer path. While aboard a well-equipped government jet, Sorensen
reveals their destination: Midway Island. Military radar has detected an aircraft
matching their target’s profile—a slow, lowsflyingplaneynavigating through storms.
Slaton questions the choice, but Sorensen explains Midway is the only viable refueling

point in the Leeward Hawaiian Islands, given the aircraft’s limited range.

Slaton’s focus shifts between the mission and his personal urgency to find his missing
family. Sorensen hesitantly shares new intelligence: the plane carrying his wife,
Christine, and son, Davy, may have landed in a known location. The revelation adds
tension, as Slaton’s dual priorities—stopping the Korean operation and rescuing his
family—clash. The chapter underscores the high-stakes race against time, with

Slaton’s personal stakes heightening the urgency of their mission.

Meanwhile, Christine and Davy arrive at a mysterious compound after a grueling
journey. The setting is ominous, with the fortress-like structure contrasting sharply
against the Alpine-style upper levels. Christine, exhausted and disoriented, clings to
hope for Davy’s sake. The boy, curious and resilient, asks innocent questions about
their surroundings, unaware of the danger. Christine’s internal struggle is palpable as

she balances fear for their safety with the need to shield Davy from the truth.

The chapter’s tension peaks when the silent captor finally speaks, revealing their
location: North Korea. The four words—“Welcome to North Korea”—land with chilling
finality, confirming Christine’s worst fears. The revelation leaves her grappling with the
dire reality of their captivity, while Slaton’s parallel mission races toward an uncertain
confrontation. The chapter masterfully intertwines the two narratives, building

suspense and emotional weight as both threads hurtle toward an inevitable collision.



Chapter 65: Sixty-Five

Captain Boutros navigates the Albatross through treacherous waters near Kure Atoll at
night, relying on outdated charts and cautious tactics. The unpredictable nature of
Pacific atolls, with shifting coral reefs and unmarked channels, heightens the risk.
Boutros employs traditional-methods like a sounding line to measure depth, as the
boat lacks advanced sonar. Tensions among;the crew,particularly between Saleem
and Rafiq, add to the challenges, forcing Boutros to strategically assign tasks to

maintain order.

Meanwhile, Slaton and Sorensen review satellite imagery confirming the location of
Slaton’s family in North Korea. The images show them arriving at a military airfield
near Mount Kumgang and being transported to a secure residence. Sorensen’s
intelligence tools, including high-resolution satellite photos, provide near-certainty
about their whereabouts. Slaton’s emotional response to seeing his family in

unguarded moments contrasts with the clinical precision of the surveillance.

Boutros continues his painstaking approach to the atoll, aware that a single misstep
could doom their mission. The crew’s teamwork is critical, with Saleem using the
sounding line to guide the boat through shallow waters. Boutros reflects on his
oversight in not verifying the Albatross’s draft, leaving them to rely on guesswork. The
tension is palpable as they inch closer to the lagoon, with breakers and reefs posing

constant threats.

Slaton’s instincts alert him to inconsistencies in the situation, though he struggles to
pinpoint them. The chapter juxtaposes the high-stakes navigation of Boutros with
Slaton’s desperate quest to reunite with his family. Both narratives underscore themes
of uncertainty, trust in limited resources, and the weight of leadership under pressure.

The chapter ends on a note of suspense, leaving both missions hanging in the balance.



Chapter 66: Sixty-Six

The chapter "Sixty-Six" opens with the Albatross navigating into a lagoon near Green
Island after an initial failed attempt. Boutros carefully marks the safe passage using
GPS, ensuring a smooth anchorage close to the island’s derelict runway. The crew
remains vigilant, monitoring-depth and tides to avoid grounding, and sets dual anchors
to secure the boat. Rafig receives a messagejconfirmingptheir shipment'’s arrival at
dawn, reinforcing theiritight schedule, while Boutros reassures him about the
seaworthiness of their runabout. The scene underscores the crew’s precision and the

looming tension of their mission.

Meanwhile, Christine and her son Davy arrive at a stark, fortress-like compound in
North Korea, shivering in the bitter cold. After being given warmer clothing, they are
led to the main house, whose opulent interior starkly contrasts its austere exterior.
Christine observes the lavish furnishings and artwork, struck by the dissonance
between the regime’s harsh reputation and the curated comfort of the space. The
sudden warmth and light inside the house momentarily disorient her, but she remains

wary, holding Davy close as they are greeted by General Park Hai-joon.

Park’s demeanor is inscrutable as he engages Christine, acknowledging her confusion
about their abduction. He attempts to put Davy at ease by offering Western toys, a
gesture that surprises Christine given North Korea’s isolation. Park then reveals that
their presence was unplanned, complicating an operation involving her husband.
Christine, determined to avoid confrontation for Davy’s sake, cautiously probes for
answers, but Park hints at a larger, unresolved narrative. The exchange underscores
the surreal and precarious nature of their situation, with Christine balancing fear and

curiosity.

The chapter closes with Park hinting at a complex, unfolding story, leaving

Christine—and the reader—with more questions than answers. The juxtaposition of the



Albatross crew’s methodical preparations and Christine’s disorienting captivity creates
a dual tension, foreshadowing interconnected stakes. Park’s cryptic remarks suggest
deeper geopolitical machinations, while Christine’s resilience and Davy’s innocence

add emotional weight. The chapter masterfully blends suspense and intrigue, setting

the stage for revelations to come.



Chapter 67: Sixty-Seven

The chapter opens with CIA officer Sorensen revealing that Park Hai-joon, head of
North Korean state security, contacted the CIA six months ago. Park, fearing Kwon Il-
sun’s brutal purges, sought to undermine the regime by orchestrating a crisis that
would humiliate Kwon internationally. Slaton, initially skeptical, learns that Park and a
small circle of military allies plan to stage acrediblejattack using weapons-grade
uranium, delivered by sea, to provoke global outrage and weaken Kwon’s grip on
power. The CIA, while wary of Park’s motives, has agreed to play along, hoping to

exploit the situation for regime change.

Sorensen explains that Park’s plan involves a weapon of mass destruction, though
details remain vague. The attack, set to occur in the Pacific within a week, is designed
to appear as a North Korean operation while allowing deniability. Park assures the CIA
that the delivery team will be non-North Korean, complicating attribution. Slaton
questions the logic, noting that a nuclear strike would invite devastating retaliation,
but Park claims the plot is carefully crafted to avoid direct blame. The stolen uranium

from the IAEA, linked to El-Masri, adds another layer of obfuscation.

The conversation turns to the risks of the operation. Slaton expresses concern over the
ClIA’s reliance on Park, who may simply be maneuvering for personal power. Sorensen
acknowledges the danger but emphasizes that the U.S. leadership sees potential in a
post-Kwon North Korea. The alternative—exposing Park—would lead to his execution
and leave the threat unresolved. Despite the high stakes, the CIA is monitoring Park
closely and preparing to intervene at the critical moment to neutralize the attack and

expose Kwon’s incompetence.

In the final exchange, Slaton and Sorensen grapple with the moral and strategic
implications of the plan. Slaton remains uneasy, questioning whether Park would be

any better than Kwon, while Sorensen defends the decision as the least bad option.



The chapter ends on a tense note, underscoring the precariousness of the situation

and the high-stakes gamble the CIA is taking to reshape North Korea’s future.



Chapter 68: Sixty-Eight

In the basement of General Park’s hillside residence, Khang waits anxiously with a
secure phone, nursing a leg wound from a recent mission. The phone, an outdated but
encrypted device, connects him to Pyongyang’s highest echelons. Khang is troubled by
recent events—Ilosses in Vienna, his injury, and the general’s erratic behavior,
particularly his inexplicable kindness toward; the assassin’s wife and child. Doubts
gnaw at Khang as he questions the legitimacy of their mission: a planned attack on
Pearl Harbor, which now seems imminent. He seeks clarity from his trusted friend

Chong Su-lok, who holds a high-ranking position close to Chairman Kwon Il-sun.

Meanwhile, Boutros, Sami, and Rafiq arrive at Green Island to prepare for an aircraft
landing. The runway is in disrepair, overgrown with weeds and littered with debris,
raising concerns about its viability. Despite initial skepticism, Boutros organizes a
survey, and the men clear minor obstacles, though the strip remains precarious.
Boutros sends a satellite message warning of the runway’s poor condition but receives
no immediate response. The team begins transferring fuel cans ashore, their eyes

frequently scanning the sky for the expected plane.

Khang’s phone call connects, and he speaks with Chong, seeking reassurance about
the mission’s legitimacy. The general’s unusual actions—treating the assassin’s family
with deference and accelerating the attack timeline—have left Khang uneasy. His
loyalty is strained, and he wonders if the operation has proper authorization. The
conversation with Chong is pivotal, as it could confirm or dispel his growing suspicions

about the general’s motives and the regime’s true intentions.

Back on Green Island, Boutros and his team complete their tasks, but the lack of
communication from their superiors leaves them in limbo. The runway, though cleared
of major hazards, remains a risky landing site. As the sun climbs, the men’s

uncertainty grows, mirroring Khang’s unease. Both narratives highlight tension and



doubt—Khang's about the mission’s morality and Boutros’s about its

feasibility—setting the stage for impending conflict or revelation.



Chapter 69: Sixty-Nine

The chapter "Sixty-Nine" opens with the arrival of an airplane on Green Island, first
spotted by Sami, the sharp-eyed observer among the group. Boutros and his team
rush to the landing site, leaving Saleem to guard the boat. The aircraft, a sturdy
biplane possibly of Russian-erigin, approaches cautiously, its pilot assessing the rough
runway before makinga precarious landing:;Thetensionyis palpable as the plane
barely maintains altitude, but it eventually touches down safely, its engine cutting out
to leave the island in silence once more. The scene highlights the isolation and

resourcefulness of the characters in this remote setting.

Meanwhile, on Midway Atoll, Slaton and Sorensen arrive in a sleek Citation X jet,
landing at Henderson Field, a historic World War Il airfield. Slaton reflects on the
island's past significance, though its present appearance is unremarkable—Ilush with
coconut trees and coral sand. The heat is intense as they disembark, and Slaton notes
the absence of his sunglasses, a small but telling detail underscoring the
unpredictability of his mission. The pair head to a modest operations building, where
Sorensen secures access to communication equipment, emphasizing the island's role

as a diversion point for trans-Pacific flights.

Inside the operations building, Slaton interacts with a local woman whose cheerful
demeanor contrasts with the gravity of his thoughts. He inquires about communication
options, only to learn that conventional cell service is nonexistent, relying instead on
satellite links and ham radio. His mind drifts to his family, but he quickly dismisses the
impractical idea of contacting them, focusing instead on the task at hand. A large
world map on the wall catches his attention, and he measures the distance to North

Korea, a subtle hint at the broader geopolitical stakes of his mission.

The chapter closes with Slaton's brief exchange with the local woman, who offers

suggestions for island activities, including fishing and diving. Her hospitality stands in



stark contrast to Slaton's preoccupied state, as he remains detached and
noncommittal. The interaction underscores his isolation and the weight of his
responsibilities, even in this tranquil setting. The chapter masterfully balances tension
and mundanity, weaving together the parallel narratives of Boutros's group and

Slaton's journey while maintaining a sense of impending urgency.



Chapter 70: Seventy

The chapter "Seventy" follows Boutros and his team as they unload a nuclear bomb
from an airplane onto a fishing boat named *Albatross*. The process is physically
demanding, requiring coordination among the group to move the heavy cask using a
dolly and then onto the launch. Rafiq reveals a critical issue—the initiator, meant to
boost the bomb's yield;-is-missing. Howeyer; hejassures Boutros the weapon will still
function, albeit with reduced power, enough to destroy their target. The team refuels
the airplane, and the flight crew departs, leaving Boutros and his men to continue their

mission.

As *Albatross* sets sail, Boutros reflects on their objective, emphasizing the
importance of their task despite the missing initiator. Sami, who was initially prepared
for a painful martyrdom, appears relieved upon learning his death will be less
agonizing. The boat navigates toward its target, with Boutros steering eastward. His
thoughts briefly turn to his deceased sister, Irina, whose memory fuels his resolve. The
team remains focused on assembling the bomb during the journey, underscoring their

commitment to the mission.

Meanwhile, Sorensen and Slaton discuss the impending threat at Midway Island.
Sorensen updates Slaton on the military response, including airborne radar, a diverted
carrier group, and Marines en route to secure the area. Slaton, skeptical of intercepting
the bomb at sea, suggests an airstrike as a more reliable solution. He surveys the
harbor but dismisses the moored boats as unrelated to the threat. Sorensen expresses
frustration at their limited options, while Slaton continues scanning the horizon for

signs of the approaching fishing boat.

The chapter concludes with Park, the North Korean intelligence head, sitting near a
fireplace, his demeanor inscrutable. A brief mention of an American child fascinated by

the fire hints at an unresolved subplot. The tension builds as Boutros’ team advances



toward their target, while Sorensen and Slaton await reinforcements, highlighting the

race against time to prevent a catastrophic attack.



Chapter 71: Seventy-One

The chapter begins with the meticulous assembly of a nuclear weapon by a group
including Sami, Rafig, and Saleem. Despite the absence of a beryllium-polonium
initiator, the process proceeds smoothly, with each member contributing specialized
tasks—Sami handling uranium rings, Rafig securing the assembly, and Saleem wiring
the detonation system;The weapon is nearnly ready;iawaiting only the activation of
arming switches. Saleem notes the time for prayer, but Rafiq insists on completing a
final task: sealing the access port with a steel plate. The tension is palpable as the

group prepares for their mission, with Boutros joining to confirm their schedule.

Meanwhile, Khang, a soldier with limited English, observes Park sending a suspicious

message in English. Hidden in a closet, Khang overhears fragments like "mistake" and
"urgent," heightening his suspicions. Despite the risk, he decides to call his contact in
Pyongyang early, sensing an opportunity in the brewing conflict. His instincts suggest
a looming battle, and he acts on his intuition, imagining the phone ringing in a secure

location far away. This subplot adds a layer of intrigue and impending confrontation.

On Midway Island, Slaton explores the local area, focusing on a dive shop run by an
Australian named Mark. Their casual conversation reveals the island's small, transient
population. Slaton feigns interest in snorkeling while subtly assessing the shop's
equipment, including a shark deterrent pole. The exchange is lighthearted until
Sorensen urgently signals Slaton from a nearby aircraft, abruptly ending the
interaction. Mark's playful remark about Sorensen hints at the contrast between the

island's mundane reality and the high-stakes mission unfolding.

The chapter weaves together three distinct threads: the weapon's assembly, Khang's
espionage, and Slaton's reconnaissance. Each narrative builds tension, from the
technical precision of the bomb's construction to Khang's suspicions and Slaton's

abrupt summons. The juxtaposition of mundane details—Ilike the dive shop's worn



gear—with life-or-death stakes creates a gripping atmosphere, setting the stage for
impending conflict and urgency. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, leaving readers

eager to see how these converging plots will unfold.



Chapter 72: Seventy-Two

The chapter opens with Boutros and Rafig aboard a boat nearing Midway Atoll,
observing distant thunderstorms. Rafiq, visibly conflicted, hands Boutros a letter
revealing his acceptance into a PhD program in Oslo through a refugee initiative.
Despite his commitment to-their jihadist mission, Rafig expresses a longing to pursue
education, proposing an-escapeusing theihoat'sdaunch.pBoutros listens but remains
silent, weighing the implications as Rafiq argues his contributions to the mission are

complete and his survival could enable future attacks.

Tensions escalate when Saleem interrupts, accusing Rafiq of cowardice and betrayal.
He threatens Rafiq with a wrench, but Boutros intervenes, demanding order. After a
tense standoff, Boutros appears to sympathize with Rafiq’'s dilemma, acknowledging
his service. However, in a sudden act of violence, Boutros strikes Rafiq with the
wrench, killing him. Without ceremony, Boutros and Saleem discard Rafiq’'s body into

the sea, underscoring the brutal pragmatism of their mission.

Meanwhile, Slaton and Sorensen on Midway realize the attack is imminent due to a
miscalculation involving the international date line. With only 38 minutes until the
presumed strike, they scramble to respond. Slaton spots a suspicious fishing boat on
the horizon, likely the *Albatross*, and urgently directs pilots to evacuate as many
people as possible. Despite limited time, Slaton acknowledges the impossibility of
saving everyone and rushes to the marina, hinting at a last-ditch effort to mitigate the

threat.

The chapter culminates in a race against time, juxtaposing the jihadists’ ruthless

discipline with Slaton and Sorensen’s desperate attempts to avert disaster. Sorensen,
torn between evacuation and aiding Slaton, watches helplessly as chaos unfolds. The
abrupt ending leaves the outcome uncertain, emphasizing the high stakes and moral

dilemmas faced by both sides in the unfolding crisis.



Chapter 73: Seventy-Three

The chapter highlights the technological supremacy of the United States in space-
based reconnaissance, contrasting it with other nations' specialized cyber capabilities.
While North Korea excels in cyber theft, Russia in disinformation, and China in
intellectual property theft,-the U.S. dominates in orbital surveillance. During a crisis,
the U.S. reorients its satellite assets to moniterkeyocations, such as Midway Island
and the Korean Peninsula, demonstrating unparalleled real-time intelligence-gathering
prowess. However, the most critical intelligence comes not from satellites but from the
NSA, which leverages advanced eavesdropping techniques to penetrate low-tech

regimes like North Korea.

Facing the challenge of North Korea's minimal digital infrastructure, the NSA and CIA
develop an innovative surveillance solution using micro-drones. These drones, some as
small as a grain of rice, are equipped with advanced Al, stealth technology, and solar-
powered wings. A larger "mother" drone delivers a swarm of these devices over
Pyongyang, dispersing them to infiltrate Chairman Kwon ll-sun's residence. The drones
navigate air ducts and hallways, positioning themselves in key areas to act as hidden

microphones, relaying audio to a network of larger drones disguised as local insects.

The operation is a resounding success, with over 240 microphones deployed
throughout the palace, covering every room and even the wine cellar. Voice-activated
to conserve power, the devices transmit conversations to satellites via the mantis-
shaped relay drones. This breakthrough allows the U.S. to intercept critical discussions
revealing a coup plot led by General Park, prompting a swift lockdown and military
alert in North Korea. The intelligence is relayed to the White House, where officials

recognize the gravity of the situation.

In the White House Situation Room, the national security adviser briefs the president

and other officials on the intercepted conversations, confirming the coup's discovery



and General Park's exposure. The chairman of the Joint Chiefs succinctly captures the
dire outcome for Park, underscoring the effectiveness of the NSA's operation. The
chapter underscores the U.S.'s technological ingenuity in intelligence gathering, even
in the most challenging environments, and its ability to pivot from space-based

reconnaissance to ground-level espionage with remarkable precision.



Chapter 74: Seventy-Four

The chapter "Seventy-Four" follows Boutros and his crew as they navigate their boat,
*Albatross*, into the harbor of Midway Atoll. The approach is well-marked, with Sand
Island to the left and Spit Island to the right. Boutros maintains a cautious pace,
observing the island's sparse-infrastructure, including a runway with a business jet
preparing for departure.-The crew is tense;jas-theinmission involves a primed nuclear
weapon hidden aboard. Saleem, armed with a PP-2000 machine pistol, stands guard,
while Boutros strategizes how to position the boat for maximum impact, considering

whether to run it aground or remain in deeper water.

As *Albatross* nears the shore, Boutros pauses the boat fifty yards from land, its bow
pointed like a dagger toward the island. The crew remains vigilant, aware of the
nearby marina with three small official boats, though Boutros dismisses them as minor
threats. Saleem positions himself over the hidden weapon, seemingly eager for
martyrdom. The tension is palpable as Boutros grapples with the unprecedented
dilemma of how to ensure the weapon's destructive potential is fully realized, a

question far removed from typical nautical concerns.

The crew's focus is abruptly diverted by the appearance of a blond woman in a bikini
piloting a small inflatable runabout. She waves casually as her boat passes
*Albatross*, though only Sami returns the gesture. When her engine stalls, she spends
several minutes repairing it, drawing the attention of all three men. Saleem finds her
attire offensive, Boutros views her presence as a potential risk, and Sami is captivated.
Unbeknownst to them, her boat trails a suspicious line with a diving weight, hinting at

a hidden agenda.

The chapter ends with the crew's attention fixated on the woman, oblivious to the
peculiar detail of the weighted line. The encounter serves as a momentary distraction

from their deadly mission, yet the undercurrent of tension remains. The woman's



presence underscores the contrast between the serene setting and the impending

catastrophe, leaving the reader questioning her role in the unfolding events.



Chapter 75: Seventy-Five

The chapter "Seventy-Five" follows Slaton, a skilled operative, as he executes a high-
stakes underwater infiltration mission beneath a boat named *Albatross*. Equipped
with a diving watch, a small emergency oxygen tank, and a makeshift weapon called a
bang stick, Slaton surfaces-near the boat's hull, assessing his limited options for
boarding. The boat's crew of three is positioned)strategically, and Slaton realizes his
plan to climb aboard using a weighted rope would likely alert them. With only minutes
to act, he prepares for a risky confrontation, aware that his weapon's short range and

the crew's potential armament put him at a disadvantage.

As Slaton hesitates, the roar of a nearby jet taking off provides a momentary
distraction. The crew's attention shifts, allowing Slaton to seize the opportunity. He
boards the boat silently, targeting the man in the wheelhouse first, incapacitating him
with a steel oxygen canister. He then rushes aft, where another crewman fumbles for a
weapon in his backpack. Slaton uses the bang stick to deliver a fatal blow before
retrieving a machine pistol from the backpack. The third crewman is quickly

neutralized with a burst of gunfire, leaving Slaton in control of the boat within seconds.

With the immediate threat eliminated, Slaton cautiously descends below deck to clear
the remaining areas. He finds a compartment with galley supplies and prayer rugs,
suggesting the crew's recent activities. Hearing the approach of his ally, Sorensen, in a
runabout, Slaton continues his search, moving toward the crew's quarters. The chapter
ends on a tense note, leaving the reader uncertain about what—or who—might still be

lurking in the lower decks.

The chapter highlights Slaton's resourcefulness and tactical precision under extreme
time constraints. His ability to adapt to unforeseen challenges, such as the lack of an
easy boarding method and the crew's alertness, underscores his expertise. The swift,

violent resolution of the confrontation emphasizes the high stakes and the



ruthlessness required in his line of work. The narrative maintains a brisk pace,

blending technical details with intense action to create a gripping sequence.



Chapter 76: Seventy-Six

In a high-stakes race against time, Slaton urgently demands Sorensen’s satellite phone
to contact CIA headquarters, their only lifeline to disarm a nuclear weapon. After a
tense exchange and a near-miss with the phone landing in the lagoon, Slaton
successfully connects with-CIA Director Thomas Coltrane. He transmits images of the
weapon while Sorensen-joins him, revealingthey-haveronly nine minutes left. The CIA
advises against tampering with the wiring, suspecting a booby trap, and directs Slaton
to focus on a circular panel on the weapon’s side, which they believe offers their best

chance of disabling it.

Slaton and Sorensen scramble to gather tools—a wrench and a bucket of seawater—as
the clock ticks down. Slaton removes the panel’s bolts under the CIA’s guidance,
despite warnings of potential radioactive exposure. With the cover off, he pours the
seawater into the weapon’s chamber, hoping to disrupt its mechanism. Coltrane orders
them to evacuate immediately, leaving no time to reassemble the device. The pair
flees to the dinghy and races to shore, taking cover behind boulders as the final

seconds count down, uncertain whether their efforts will succeed.

The weapon detonates prematurely, resulting in a "fizzle"—a failed nuclear chain
reaction. The seawater redirects the explosive force, causing the device to rupture
without achieving criticality. While the blast is far less destructive than intended, it still
tears apart the boat’s hull, sending it sinking to the lagoon floor. Slaton and Sorensen
witness the aftermath from safety: steam vents from the wreckage, and the boat lists
violently before settling on the seabed. The scene mirrors historic nuclear test sites,

marking the Albatross’s demise as another casualty of atomic experimentation.

Amid the chaos, Slaton and Sorensen share a moment of mutual gratitude, reflecting
on their narrow escape and unresolved personal stakes. The chapter closes with the

sobering reality of their victory—averted catastrophe, but at the cost of the ship’s



destruction and lingering radiation. The incident underscores the precarious nature of
their mission and the thin margin between success and disaster, leaving readers with a

sense of relief tempered by the lingering dangers of nuclear threats.



Chapter 77: Seventy-Seven

The chapter "Seventy-Seven" begins with the aftermath of a nuclear weapon
detonation near Midway Atoll. A Kentucky Air National Guard C-130 is the first to land
at Henderson Field, evacuating fourteen stranded locals, followed by a U.S. Navy C-2A
Greyhound carrying a team-to assess radioactive contamination. The incident triggers
a rapid mobilization of military-assets across theRacific to contain the disaster.
Meanwhile, Slaton and Sorensen prepare to depart, securing a ride on the Greyhound
back to the USS Stennis, though Sorensen remains vague about their next steps,

leaving Slaton to trust her judgment.

Upon arriving at the USS Stennis, Slaton experiences the chaotic environment of an
aircraft carrier, with F-18s launching and deck crews in constant motion. He and
Sorensen are escorted by Lieutenant Ross to meet Rear Admiral Wilson, who greets
them with visible hostility. Wilson confronts Sorensen about her CIA role and her
influence, while Slaton remains in the dark about the tension. A confidential folder is
handed to Sorensen, and after reviewing it, she dismisses Slaton and Ross from the

room, leaving her to speak privately with the admiral.

After a heated exchange, Wilson emerges with a changed demeanor, apologizing to
Slaton and acknowledging his contributions to national security. Sorensen has
evidently clarified Slaton’s actions and personal struggles, prompting Wilson to offer
his support. The admiral’s attitude shifts from suspicion to respect, though he
humorously rebuffs Slaton’s jest about commanding an air wing. Wilson directs them

to meet Commander Rhea, hinting at further developments.

The chapter concludes with Slaton demanding an explanation from Sorensen about the
confrontation with Wilson. She instructs him to sit, signaling that a significant
revelation is forthcoming. The tension between secrecy and trust persists, as Slaton

remains unaware of the details in the folder or Sorensen’s negotiations. The chapter



underscores the high-stakes nature of their mission and the complex dynamics of

military and intelligence operations.



Chapter 78: Seventy-Eight

The chapter opens with Slaton reviewing new surveillance photos of a compound
where his family is believed to be held. Sorensen confirms that recent imagery
suggests Christine and Davy are inside, though no direct visual confirmation exists.
Slaton presses for details.on-a rescue mission, learning that SEAL Team Five is
preparing to launch from-Camp-Humphneys-usingyadvanced stealth helicopters.
However, the operation’s timing hinges on presidential approval due to the high-risk
nature of crossing the DMZ, which could escalate into war. Slaton grows frustrated,

sensing bureaucratic hesitation.

Sorensen reveals the mission’s delay is tied to political instability in North Korea.
General Park’s attempted coup has been uncovered, triggering a purge by leader
Kwon ll-sun. With Pyongyang in lockdown, the U.S. is monitoring the situation to avoid
sending SEALs into a potential battlefield. Slaton realizes the rescue operation is
secondary to a contingency plan: extracting Park as a high-value defector if his coup
fails. Sorensen acknowledges this, defending the strategic priority while assuring
Slaton his family remains a focus. The tension underscores the clash between personal

stakes and geopolitical calculus.

As Slaton grapples with the bleak outlook, Sorensen hints at an alternative. She
emphasizes the SEAL team’s readiness and alludes to leveraging “every asset,”
including Slaton himself. His realization dawns when she directs him to the “Black Aces
ready room,” suggesting he may join the mission. Overcome, Slaton kisses Sorensen in
gratitude before rushing out, leaving her momentarily stunned. The moment
underscores his desperation and the unorthodox measures being taken to resolve the

crisis.

The chapter closes with Sorensen’s oversight: failing to notice a missing photo from

the file. This subtle detail foreshadows future complications, hinting at undisclosed



maneuvers or espionage. The exchange encapsulates the chapter’s themes—high-
stakes decision-making, moral ambiguity, and the interplay of hope and pragmatism in
intelligence operations. Slaton’s emotional urgency contrasts with Sorensen’s

calculated professionalism, setting the stage for a risky, unpredictable rescue attempt.



Chapter 79: Seventy-Nine

The chapter opens in the bustling Black Aces ready room aboard the USS Stennis,
where Slaton meets Commander Dan "Gonno" Rhea, his pilot for a high-priority
mission to South Korea. Rhea, a seasoned Navy aviator, explains the unconventional
nature of their flight—a supersonic dash across the Pacific in an F/A-18F Super Hornet,
optimized for speed with-multiple air refuelingsy Slaton;introduced simply as David,
learns the plan involves external fuel tanks and two mid-air refuelings to cover the
2,600 nautical miles in just over four hours. The mission’s urgency and the

unprecedented logistical support hint at Slaton’s importance.

Rhea outlines the flight profile, emphasizing the balance between speed and fuel
efficiency. The Super Hornet will carry three external fuel tanks initially, then jettison
them to reduce drag before climbing to high altitude for maximum speed. Slaton,
familiar with military aircraft, questions the call sign "Fast Eagle 2" but agrees to
proceed. The dialogue reveals Slaton’s expertise, while Rhea’s lighthearted remark
about "Maverick" being taken adds a touch of humor. The pilot’s awe at the mission’s

priority underscores its significance, though Slaton’s role remains enigmatic.

Preparations intensify as Slaton is outfitted in flight gear, including a G suit, helmet,
and survival vest. His request for a sidearm—a Sig P228—hints at his combat
experience, earning him the nickname "Killer" from Rhea. The pilot’s briefing on
ejection procedures and parachute landing confirms Slaton’s familiarity with high-
stakes operations. The exchange subtly reveals Slaton’s background, leaving Rhea to
piece together his passenger’s likely special operations pedigree. The tension between
protocol and Slaton’s insistence on being armed underscores the mission’s

unpredictable nature.

The chapter culminates in the high-energy launch sequence. Strapped into the Super

Hornet’s cramped cockpit, Slaton witnesses the carrier’s orchestrated chaos before the



catapult hurls the jet into the sky. The visceral description of acceleration—0 to 150
knots in seconds—captures the thrill of naval aviation. As Rhea banks west into the
dusk, the narrative shifts to the journey ahead, blending technical detail with the
adrenaline of the moment. The chapter leaves readers anticipating the mission’s

outcome while highlighting the professionalism and camaraderie between Slaton and

Rhea.



Chapter 80: Eighty

The chapter "Eighty" alternates between two tense narratives. Christine and her son
Davy are held captive in a guarded office within a North Korean residence, surrounded
by uncertainty as distant shouts and movements suggest escalating turmoil. Davy,
oblivious to the danger, mimics a military parade broadcast on state-run TV, while
Christine remains vigilant. The-arrival of Parkj@andjyadditional guards heightens the
tension, signaling an impending threat. Meanwhile, Commander Rhea and Slaton are
en route to North Korea in a fighter jet, refueling midair and racing against time. Slaton
studies the aircraft’s systems and plots a course to the residence where his family is
held, but a message reveals a North Korean convoy is approaching, forcing him to

reconsider his plan.

Slaton’s desperation mounts as he realizes the mission to rescue his family may be
impossible. The news of the approaching convoy crushes his hopes, leaving him
feeling powerless. However, instead of succumbing to despair, he experiences a surge
of clarity and resolve. With no rules left to constrain him, Slaton devises a reckless new
plan: ejecting into North Korea alone. He calmly questions Rhea about the ejection
system, subtly preparing for his next move. Rhea initially dismisses Slaton’s hints as a

joke, but the mood shifts when Slaton’s silence confirms his deadly seriousness.

The tension peaks as Slaton reveals his intent to be dropped into North Korea, forcing
Rhea to confront the moral and professional consequences. Rhea protests, citing the
suicidal risks and potential court-martial, but Slaton counters by suggesting Rhea claim
he was hijacked. To emphasize his determination, Slaton fires a shot into the cockpit,
proving his willingness to escalate. The confrontation leaves Rhea stunned, grappling

with the reality of Slaton’s desperation and the impossible choice before him.

In a final appeal, Slaton shares the personal stakes: his wife and son are trapped in the

compound, facing imminent danger. Rhea, a family man himself, falls silent as he



weighs Slaton’s plea against his duty. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Slaton’s
fate—and Rhea’s decision—hanging in the balance. The narrative underscores themes
of sacrifice, moral ambiguity, and the lengths one will go to protect loved ones, leaving

readers anticipating the next dramatic turn.



Chapter 81: Eighty-One

The chapter "Eighty-One" follows Slaton and Rhea as they execute a high-stakes,
unauthorized mission into North Korean airspace. After a smooth final refueling, Slaton
ensures no communication leaks their intentions, leaving command centers in
Washington D.C. in chaos.-as-Fast Eagle 2 deviates from its course. Rhea proposes a
low-altitude, high-speed-approach to evade-detection; @iming to surprise the enemy by
masking their movement behind terrain. As they near the coastline, Slaton prepares
mentally, reflecting on his family and the urgency of rescuing them, while Rhea

skillfully pilots the jet just above the sea to avoid radar.

Meanwhile, the U.S. leadership scrambles to understand the rogue flight. A tense
conference call involving the CIA director, Joint Chiefs chairman, and the president
reveals suspicions about Slaton’s unorthodox plan. Anna Sorensen hints that the
unarmed Hornet might still pose a threat, prompting the president to authorize a
covert contingency measure. The scene underscores the gravity of Slaton’s
unsanctioned mission and the potential geopolitical fallout, with officials debating

whether to intervene as the jet crosses into hostile territory.

On the ground in North Korea, Corporal Hwan Yoo, exhausted from a grueling shift,
monitors radar at Wonsan Air Base. Despite spotting an anomalous high-speed blip
approaching, he dismisses it as a system glitch—a decision compounded by a sudden
power outage and his reluctance to report false alarms. His inaction inadvertently
allows Slaton’s jet to penetrate undetected, highlighting the fragility of North Korea’s

outdated defenses and the role of human error in critical moments.

The chapter culminates in a tense, cinematic descent as Fast Eagle 2 streaks toward
its target. Slaton, focused and resolute, embraces the mission’s personal stakes, while
Rhea’s expert flying keeps them under the radar. The juxtaposition of Slaton’s

determination, U.S. officials’ panic, and North Korea’s faltering vigilance sets the stage



for a dramatic confrontation, emphasizing the high risks and moral clarity driving

Slaton’s actions.



Chapter 82: Eighty-Two

The chapter "Eighty-Two" follows David Slaton as he executes a high-stakes ejection
from a fighter jet over hostile territory. Under the dim light of a half-moon, Slaton
prepares for the maneuver, guided by Commander Rhea, who confirms the timing and
checks critical systems. As-the jet ascends, Slaton focuses on the target—a man-made
structure visible on infrared—while mentallyyrehearsing, his post-ejection plan. Despite
Rhea’s last-minute offer to abort, Slaton remains resolute, pulling the ejection handle

to initiate a chaotic yet meticulously engineered escape sequence.

The ejection process is described in technical detail, emphasizing its precision despite
the apparent chaos. A series of timed actions—harness retraction, oxygen activation,
and canopy jettison—culminate in the rocket-propelled seat launching Slaton clear of
the jet. The system stabilizes and deploys his parachute, leaving him suspended mid-
air. Slaton, unaware of the engineering behind his survival, acts purely on instinct,
driven by the need to save his family. The violent ejection leaves him disoriented, but
the successful parachute deployment brings momentary relief as he assesses his

surroundings.

Slaton’s landing is rough but survivable. He crashes into treetops, narrowly avoiding
severe injury, and manages to free himself from the harness with a ten-foot drop to
the ground. Meanwhile, the White House Situation Room reacts to the ejection,
learning from Rhea that Slaton has deliberately bailed out near a high-value target.
The president and military leaders discuss the implications, noting the imminent
arrival of North Korean forces. The scene underscores the urgency and danger of

Slaton’s mission, with little time to spare before the area becomes heavily contested.

The chapter concludes with Slaton regrouping after the landing. He quickly checks for
injuries, discards his helmet, and prepares to move toward his objective. The narrative

highlights his adaptability and determination, even as the odds stack against him. The



tension builds as Slaton transitions from the ejection’s chaos to the stealthy infiltration

phase, setting the stage for the next phase of his perilous mission.



Chapter 83: Eighty-Three

The chapter "Eighty-Three" follows Slaton as he nears the climax of his mission to
rescue his wife and son from a heavily guarded compound. After days of searching, he
finally spots the main house where they are held, only to realize the situation is dire.
Just as he prepares to act,-two SUVs arrive, unloading over a dozen armed men
reinforcing the compound's defenses. Slaton recognizes these are not enemy troops
but loyalists to Park, the head of SSD, making his task nearly impossible. With time
running out before a larger hostile force arrives, he faces overwhelming odds but

resolves to push forward.

Slaton assesses his limited resources: a handgun with few rounds, a basic knife, and
two survival flares. Despite the tactical disadvantage, he devises a plan to exploit
speed and surprise. He identifies a service entrance as the weakest point and targets
guards on the roof, taking them down with precise shots. To create chaos, he deploys
a smoke flare to obscure his movement and draws enemy fire toward a fuel tank near
the garage. His gamble pays off when the tank ignites, triggering a massive explosion

that disrupts the compound's defenses.

Meanwhile, in the White House Situation Room, officials watch Slaton's actions in real-
time, horrified by his decision to confront the guards alone. With his radio off and no
way to communicate, they can only monitor as he engages the enemy. The arrival of
Kwon's troops is imminent, adding urgency to the already volatile scenario. The
officials debate whether Slaton can succeed against such overwhelming numbers, but

his determination leaves little room for doubt about his intentions.

The chapter ends mid-action as the explosion rocks the compound, leaving Slaton's
fate uncertain. The blast creates an opening, but the sheer number of armed guards
and the impending arrival of Kwon's forces heighten the tension. Slaton's emotional

drive to save his family overrides tactical caution, showcasing his desperation and



resolve. The stage is set for a brutal confrontation, with Slaton's survival and the

rescue of his loved ones hanging in the balance.



Chapter 84: Eighty-Four

The chapter "Eighty-Four" opens with Slaton in a fierce firefight, heavily outhumbered
and wounded. He takes cover behind a woodpile as bullets rain down from multiple
directions, including the roof and driveway. Despite his injuries, he manages to
neutralize two attackers but-remains pinned down with dwindling ammunition. The
situation seems hopeless until-a: grenade; explasion-further injures him, leaving him

with no choice but to risk a desperate move for a better weapon.

Slaton spots a machine pistol near a fallen enemy and prepares to make a dash for it,
but another attacker appears, aiming directly at him. In a tense moment, the attacker
inexplicably collapses, and Slaton realizes new forces have joined the fight. A team of
highly trained operatives, later identified as SEAL Team Five, systematically eliminates
the remaining threats. Their precision and discipline turn the tide, saving Slaton from
certain death. Commander Danford introduces himself, offering assistance as the

gunfire subsides.

Meanwhile, Christine and Davy hide under a desk inside the house, terrified by the
chaos outside. They overhear Park and Khang arguing before sounds of violence
suggest their captors are overpowered. After silence falls, Davy spots his father and
rushes into his arms, overwhelming Christine with relief. Slaton, battered and bloodied,
clings to his son, tears streaming down his face—a rare display of emotion from the

hardened operative.

The chapter culminates in a poignant reunion, contrasting the brutality of the firefight
with the tenderness of Slaton’s family embrace. The arrival of the SEAL team not only
secures their safety but also marks a turning point in the conflict. Slaton’s physical and
emotional wounds underscore the high stakes of his mission, while the professionalism
of the rescuers highlights the collaborative effort behind their survival. The chapter

balances action, suspense, and emotional resolution effectively.



Chapter 85: Eighty-Five

The chapter "Eighty-Five" follows Slaton and his family as they attempt to escape a
dangerous situation with the help of SEAL team leader Danford. Despite the urgency to
evacuate, Slaton learns that Park, a key defector, is missing. Christine, Slaton’s wife,
reveals she might know Park’s location, prompting Slaton to delay his departure.
Danford agrees to investigate,-and Slatengoeins-theteamyarmed with an MP5, while
Christine and their son . Davy board a Black Hawk helicopter. The tension escalates as
Slaton prioritizes aiding Danford over immediate safety, driven by a sense of

reciprocity for the rescue of his family.

Danford organizes a small team, including Slaton and two SEALs, to re-enter the house
and search for Park. Christine’s tip leads them to a hidden door in the study, which
opens into a dimly lit tunnel. The team advances cautiously, aware of potential threats.
Slaton’s familiarity with Scarhead, the man who kidnapped his family, adds personal
stakes to the mission. The discovery of the tunnel confirms Christine’s account, and
the team prepares to confront whoever is inside, balancing speed with caution to avoid

ambushes or traps.

As the team progresses through the tunnel, they encounter sudden gunfire from
ahead. A fierce exchange ensues, culminating in the use of a flashbang grenade to
incapacitate the opposition. The team secures the area, finding Park disoriented and
Scarhead severely wounded. Slaton recognizes Scarhead as the perpetrator of his
family’s abduction and a violent associate from a past encounter. The SEALs prioritize

extracting Park, leaving Scarhead to his fate, as time is critical for their escape.

Slaton confronts Scarhead, who weakly attempts to resist but is too injured to pose a
threat. The chapter ends with Slaton staring down the man responsible for his family’s
suffering, hinting at unresolved tension. The team’s focus shifts to evacuating Park,

but Slaton’s personal vendetta lingers. The action-packed sequence underscores



themes of loyalty, retribution, and the moral complexities of survival, leaving readers

anticipating the consequences of Slaton’s choices.



Chapter 86: Eighty-Six

The chapter "Eighty-Six" opens with CIA officer Anna Sorensen traveling through the

early spring landscapes of Montana, marveling at the vast, desolate beauty of Big Sky
country. After a long journey from Washington, D.C., she follows cryptic directions to a
remote ranch, navigating unmarked roads and sparse landmarks. The serene isolation
contrasts sharply with her urban origins; @and shereflects-on the quiet grandeur of the
setting before arriving at a modest ranch house, where smoke curls from the chimney

and a playground hints at family life.

Sorensen is greeted by Slaton, a former operative now living under a new identity with
his wife, Christine, and their son, Davy. Slaton appears healthier and more settled than
when she last saw him recovering from injuries. Their conversation reveals his family’s
adjustment to their secluded life, with Christine working at a local clinic and Davy
adapting to the changes. Slaton acknowledges relying on the CIA’s resettlement
program for security but emphasizes his family’s desire for normalcy, despite the

lingering threats from their past.

The discussion shifts to global events, particularly the fallout from the Midway incident,
which involved North Korea and other international actors. Slaton expresses skepticism
about the political aftermath, noting the predictable finger-pointing and lack of
substantive change. Sorensen confirms that Park, a key figure in the crisis, has
provided valuable intelligence during debriefings. She also informs Slaton that the
proceeds from the sale of his boat, Sirius, have been discreetly transferred to his new

account, ensuring financial security.

As they walk through the hills, Slaton’s guarded demeanor hints at his unresolved
feelings about leaving his former life behind. The chapter closes with an unspoken
tension between his desire for peace and the lingering pull of his past, leaving his

future intentions ambiguous. The serene Montana setting underscores the contrast



between his current tranquility and the chaos he once navigated.
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