The Brothers Hawthorne

Four brothers. Two missions. One explosive read.

Grayson Hawthorne was raised as the heir to his billionaire grandfather’s fortune,

taught from a young age to put family and legacy above all. When Grayson is pulled
into a twisted game with his half-sisters and the woman he once loved, he’ll stop at
nothing to win — even if it means questioning everything he thought he knew about

himself.

Jameson Hawthorne is a risk-taker, a thrill-seeker, always chasing the next big
challenge. When his father’s shady past comes back to haunt him, Jameson is drawn
into a dangerous con that will put his skills to the ultimate test — and force him to

confront the one puzzle he can’t solve: his own heart.

In this thrilling, dual-POV novel, the Hawthorne brothers take center stage —
with all the riddles, romance, and family secrets fans of The Inheritance Games have

come to crave.

TWELVE AND A HALF YEARS AGO

The chapter opens with Grayson and Jameson Hawthorne, two brothers who thrive on
bending rules, preparing to outsmart their family's Christmas morning tradition. The
rule states no one may leave their rooms before seven, but the brothers cleverly set
the clocks forward to 6:25, ensuring an early start. Their competitive spirit ignites as
they race through Hawthorne House, only to discover their five-year-old brother,
Xander, has already arrived by creatively rolling instead of stepping. The scene

captures the Hawthorne siblings' playful rivalry and ingenuity, setting the tone for their



dynamic.

Upon reaching the Great Room, the brothers are stunned to find it stripped of all
Christmas decorations and presents. The absence of holiday cheer suggests their
grandfather has retaliated against their rule-breaking. However, Jameson's sharp eye
spots a lone ornament hidden in the tree, containing the first clue in a puzzle. This
discovery shifts the narrative from disappointment to intrigue, as the brothers realize
their grandfather has replaced traditional gifts with an elaborate game—a hallmark of

the Hawthorne family‘s unconventional traditions.

The siblings split up to search the estate's six Christmas trees, each yielding an
ornament with a puzzle piece. Assembling the pieces reveals a blank square, but with
the final clue—a keychain flashlight—they uncover hidden instructions pointing to the
southwest corner of the estate. The brothers' excitement grows as they decode each
step, showcasing their teamwork and problem-solving skills. Nash, the eldest, takes
charge, driving them toward the next phase of the game in a golf cart, hinting at a

grander surprise awaiting them.

The chapter concludes with the brothers arriving at the southwest corner, their
anticipation palpable as they glimpse an undisclosed but awe-inspiring sight. The
narrative underscores the Hawthorne family's love for challenges and games, blending
mischief with deeper themes of familial bonds and tradition. The cliffhanger ending
leaves readers eager to discover the nature of the final "present," reinforcing the

book's tone of mystery and adventure.



CHAPTER 1: GRAYSON

The chapter opens with Grayson Hawthorne immersed in a rigorous knife-fighting
practice session, embodying the Hawthorne family ethos of perfection and relentless
self-improvement. His disciplined approach reflects years of mastering combat
techniques, emphasizing stance, fluidity, and precision. Grayson’s choice of a simple,
understated dagger underscares his preferencejfonpracticality over ornamentation.
The narrative highlights the Hawthorne legacy of obsession with mastery, as Grayson
recalls his grandfather’s expectation that they not just study but dominate any skill

they pursue.

Grayson’s younger brother, Xander, interrupts his training, teasing him about his lack
of hobbies and workaholic tendencies. Their banter reveals the brothers’ dynamic, with
Xander advocating for balance while Grayson remains single-minded in his pursuits.
The conversation shifts to Grayson’s commitment to Avery Grambs, the inheritor of the
Hawthorne fortune, and their shared mission to donate $28 billion within five years.
Grayson’s dedication to this promise reflects his unwavering sense of responsibility

and loyalty to Avery, who has become family.

The brothers’ exchange delves into their personal lives, with Grayson inquiring about
Xander’s relationship with their father, Isaiah, the only paternal figure who actively
engages with his son. This moment of vulnerability contrasts with Grayson’s typically
controlled demeanor. Xander deflects the conversation back to Grayson’s brooding
nature, joking about writing a humorous guide titled *The Care and Feeding of Your
Broody Twenty-Year-Old Brother*. Their playful rivalry underscores the deep bond

beneath their teasing.

The chapter concludes abruptly with a tense moment as both brothers receive a
cryptic “Nine-one-one” text from their older brother, Nash. This cliffhanger hints at an

impending crisis, shifting the tone from lighthearted sibling interaction to urgency. The



message’s ambiguity leaves readers anticipating the next development, effectively

setting the stage for the unfolding drama in the Hawthorne family saga.



CHAPTER 2: JAMESON

The chapter opens with Jameson Hawthorne and Avery at Iguazu Falls, the world's
largest waterfall system. Jameson is consumed by a sense of hunger—for adventure,
for Avery, and for the thrill of danger. Standing on a walkway near the edge of a
dramatic drop-off, he teases-Avery about daring him to cross the railing, showcasing
his reckless charm. Avery, though playful,ifirmly discourages him, hinting at the
tension between his impulsiveness and her caution. The majestic, unstoppable force of

the falls mirrors Jameson's own relentless pursuit of excitement.

Back at their secluded jungle villa, the dynamic between Jameson and Avery shifts to a
more intimate tone. Avery presents a coin toss game—"heads or tails"—symbolizing
their flirtatious banter and unspoken attraction. Jameson, ever the provocateur, leaves
the choice to her, reveling in the anticipation. Their chemistry is palpable as Avery
challenges him with a touch and a daring look, suggesting a deeper game with cards.

The moment is charged with playful tension, highlighting their complex relationship.

The mood shifts abruptly when a satellite phone interrupts their exchange. The call is
from Grayson, Jameson's brother, confirming they've received Nash's summons—a
"nine-one-one" code demanding their presence. Jameson jokes about Grayson's past
reluctance to respond, referencing an embarrassing incident involving leather pants.
Despite his teasing, it's clear the Hawthorne brothers adhere to this ritual without
question, emphasizing their unbreakable bond and the consequences of defiance.
Avery, ever the mediator, steps in to confirm their compliance, cutting short Jameson's

antics.

The chapter concludes with Avery and Jameson preparing to leave for London,
acknowledging the inevitability of responding to the family summons. The interruption
underscores the constant pull between Jameson's desire for freedom and the

obligations tying him to his family. Avery's role as both a grounding force and a willing



participant in his adventures is evident, setting the stage for their journey ahead. The
blend of danger, intimacy, and familial duty paints a vivid picture of their intertwined

lives.



CHAPTER 3: JAMESON

Jameson, aboard a private jet at night, struggles with the oppressive quiet as Avery
sleeps on his chest. The stillness triggers his restlessness, a trait he begrudgingly
shares with his troubled mother, Skye. His mind drifts to unresolved events in Prague,
a mystery that tempts him-despite his efforts to suppress it. The chapter establishes
Jameson's internal conflict: his-craving foridangernand puzzles clashes with his need to

protect Avery from the truth, fearing the consequences of making his thoughts real.

Avery, perceptive as ever, notices Jameson's turmoil and calls it "our look," recognizing
their shared obsession with solving mysteries. Jameson wrestles with the urge to
confide in her but resists, knowing it could unleash reckless behavior. He distracts
himself by shifting the conversation to his impending return from a gap year, though
his restlessness persists. The tension between his desire for greatness and his fear of

endangering Avery underscores their dynamic.

Jameson reflects on the Hawthorne family's legacy of achieving "great things"—grand,
impactful feats—but feels inadequate compared to Avery's philanthropic mission and
his brother Grayson's accomplishments. Despite being part of her world-changing
efforts, he senses he's merely observing from the sidelines. Avery subtly probes about
Prague, referencing his mysterious return at dawn with injuries, but respects his

boundaries, refusing to force the truth from him.

Their conversation culminates in a charged moment, with Jameson deflecting her
curiosity through intimacy and playful banter. He teases her with the nickname
"Mystery Boy," a callback to their past, while internally battling the urge to reveal his
secrets. The chapter ends with their unresolved tension, highlighting Jameson's
internal struggle between his love for Avery and his self-destructive impulses, setting

the stage for future confrontations about Prague and his quest for greatness.



CHAPTER 4: GRAYSON

Grayson and his brothers reunite in their London flat, a place unchanged over the
years, where Nash surprises them with a velvet box containing a stunning black opal
ring. The ring, a family heirloom from their grandmother, is intended for Nash’s
partner, Libby. The brothers-are stunned, especially when Nash reveals he has already
proposed with his own ring, signaling a significant; shiftin their lives. The realization
that Nash and Libby are engaged hits Grayson hard, underscoring how much has

changed since their grandfather’s death and their disinheritance.

The brothers’ reactions range from Xander’s exuberant celebration—complete with a
wrestling hug—to Jameson'’s playful declaration of an impromptu bachelor party. Nash,
however, remains the voice of reason, setting ground rules to keep Jameson’s antics in
check. The dynamic between the brothers is both chaotic and affectionate, with
Grayson observing their interactions closely. Nash’s engagement marks a turning
point, forcing Grayson to confront the inevitability of change and the new roles they

must all adapt to.

Amid the celebration, Nash’s underlying concern for his brothers becomes apparent.
He subtly shifts the focus to Jameson’s recent reckless behavior, hinting at unresolved
issues. Grayson senses Nash’s protective instincts and questions his own role in the
family’s evolving dynamics. The chapter highlights the tension between their shared
past and the uncertain future, with Nash’s engagement serving as a catalyst for

deeper reflections.

The chapter closes with the brothers agreeing to a bachelor party under Nash'’s
conditions, invoking their childhood "tree house rules" to maintain trust and secrecy.
Grayson is left grappling with his emotions, recognizing that their bond, though
unbreakable, must now accommodate new relationships and responsibilities. The

scene captures a poignant moment of transition, blending humor, brotherly love, and



the bittersweet acceptance of change.
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CHAPTER 5: GRAYSON

The chapter opens with Grayson and his brothers—Jameson, Xander, and
Nash—reflecting on their eventful night, which included adventurous activities like ice-
climbing and clubbing. Nash humorously references being duct-taped, while Grayson
feels a bittersweet pride as-he congratulates Nash, acknowledging life's inevitable
changes. The brothers' camaraderie is evidenty butrGrayson's internal struggle with
moving forward lingers. Nash privately hands Grayson their grandmother’s black opal
ring, a symbolic gesture that leaves Grayson questioning why he was chosen over

Jameson, hinting at deeper familial dynamics and unspoken expectations.

Grayson wakes up the next morning with the ring still on his mind, storing it securely
in his luggage. His instinct to protect what matters underscores his role as the
responsible Hawthorne brother, even as he grapples with emotional detachment. On
the terrace, Avery joins him for breakfast, teasing about the brothers' legendary night.
Their conversation shifts to Jameson’s behavior, with Avery cryptically suggesting he’s
searching for something—or avoiding it. Grayson’s guarded response about his own
state reveals his habitual deflection, though Avery’s presence seems to soften his

usual reserve.

The mood lightens as Xander and Jameson burst onto the scene, bantering about
consequences and Avery’s upcoming meetings in London. Grayson'’s protective
instincts resurface when he warns Avery about Xander’s dubious "book," showcasing
their sibling rivalry. However, the moment is interrupted by an urgent phone call,
prompting Grayson to retreat privately. His abrupt departure and serious demeanor
hint at a looming crisis, contrasting with the earlier playful atmosphere and reinforcing

his role as the family’s problem-solver.

The chapter closes with Grayson answering the mysterious call, signaling a shift from

personal reflections to external challenges. His terse remark, “l assume we have a



situation,” leaves the reader anticipating the next development. This ending
underscores Grayson’s constant balancing act between familial bonds and his
responsibilities, while also setting the stage for future conflicts. The interplay of humor,
tension, and emotional depth paints a vivid portrait of the Hawthorne brothers’

complex relationships.



CHAPTER 6: JAMESON

The chapter opens with Jameson observing his brother Grayson's unusual display of
emotion, sparking curiosity and playful banter among the siblings. Avery questions
Jameson's motives, while Xander jokes about eavesdropping on Grayson's phone call.
The lighthearted exchangereveals the dynamic between the brothers, with Jameson
teasing Xander about his lack of stealthjandineferencingtheir night out. The
conversation shifts to the paparazzi situation, with Oren, Avery's security detail,
reporting on the presence of British tabloids. Despite the tension, Avery remains

determined to proceed with her meetings, showcasing her resilience.

Jameson offers to distract the paparazzi, highlighting his penchant for trouble, but
Avery declines with a brief, teasing kiss. Left alone on the terrace, Jameson savors a
croissant, reflecting on the sudden quietness. The tranquility is interrupted when
Grayson reappears with a suitcase, announcing his departure for unspecified "personal
business." Jameson, intrigued by Grayson's uncharacteristic secrecy, presses for
details, but Grayson remains evasive. Their interaction underscores the brothers'

complex relationship, with Jameson challenging Grayson's controlled demeanor.

As Grayson leaves, Jameson receives a call from Oren, who reports an unexpected
delivery for him. The porter presents a silver tray with a single calling card, piquing
Jameson's curiosity. The card bears the name "lan Johnstone-Jameson" and an address,
along with a handwritten time of 2 PM. The mysterious nature of the delivery
immediately captivates Jameson, who examines the card with a magician's finesse.
The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, leaving the significance of the card and its sender

open to interpretation.

The chapter effectively blends family dynamics, mystery, and intrigue, setting the
stage for future developments. Jameson's playful yet observant nature contrasts with

Grayson's reserved demeanor, while Avery's determination and Oren's vigilance add



depth to the narrative. The unexpected delivery introduces a new layer of suspense,
hinting at deeper secrets and potential conflicts. The author masterfully balances

dialogue, action, and introspection, creating a compelling and engaging read.



CHAPTER 7: JAMESON

Jameson Hawthorne slips away from his family and security to visit lan Johnstone-
Jameson, a man he believes to be his father, at an upscale London residence. Despite
the opulence of the building and the guarded demeanor of its security, Jameson gains
entry using an invitation card. The encounter is charged with tension as Jameson,
driven by curiosity rather than-emotionalyneed;preparesto engage in a psychological
duel with lan. The lavish flat, adorned with artwork and marked by a stark black "B" in

the marble foyer, sets the stage for their meeting.

lan, a man in his mid-forties with an air of amusement, greets Jameson with a mix of
familiarity and detachment. Their physical resemblance is noted, but Jameson remains
guarded, refusing to reveal any vulnerability. lan proposes a game: three questions
from Jameson in exchange for answering one of his own. This exchange underscores
the power dynamics at play, with both men testing each other’s boundaries. Jameson’s
first question—about lan’s motives—reveals lan’s pursuit of pleasure, challenge, and

victory, mirroring traits Jameson recognizes in himself.

The conversation delves deeper as Jameson probes lan’s definition of winning,
uncovering his profession as a professional poker player and his strained relationship
with his family. lan’s casual admission that his family is unaware of Jameson’s
existence stings, but Jameson masks his reaction. He strategically avoids asking about
lan’s brothers, focusing instead on gathering leverage. The chapter highlights
Jameson’s sharp intuition as he deciphers lan’s tells, recognizing the man’s carefully

constructed facade of indifference.

As the encounter unfolds, Jameson reaffirms his self-reliance, drawing strength from
his Hawthorne identity. The chapter captures the psychological chess match between
father and son, with neither willing to concede emotional ground. Jameson’s calculated

demeanor and lan’s playful yet evasive responses create a tense atmosphere, leaving



readers anticipating the next move in their high-stakes game. The chapter ends with

Jameson poised to ask his final question, hinting at deeper revelations to come.



CHAPTER 8: JAMESON

Jameson Hawthorne grapples with the lingering impact of meeting his estranged
father, lan Johnstone-Jameson, a professional poker player from a wealthy family.
Despite initially refusing lan's request, Jameson is haunted by his father's observation
about his insatiable drive to-play and win. Seeking solace on a rooftop, he reflects on
his privileged upbringing-and the emotional-weightrof this encounter. Avery, his
perceptive companion, joins him, challenging his attempts to downplay the

significance of the meeting while recognizing his internal conflict.

The rooftop conversation reveals Jameson's vulnerability as he confesses his father's
desire for a favor. Avery fiercely asserts that lan has no right to make demands, yet
she sees through Jameson's facade of indifference. Their dialogue exposes his
unresolved feelings about fatherhood, particularly after witnessing his brother
Grayson's negative experience. Jameson's witty deflection contrasts with Avery's
directness, highlighting his struggle between pride and curiosity about his father's

motives.

Jameson eventually confides in Avery about "The Devil's Mercy," a secretive London
gambling establishment tied to lan's proposition. His adrenaline-fueled excitement
betrays his true desire to engage with the challenge, despite his initial refusal. Avery
accurately discerns his unspoken yearning for the game's high-stakes thrill,
recognizing how it aligns with his competitive nature and need for purpose beyond his

family's legacy.

The chapter culminates with Jameson embracing the opportunity, inviting Avery to join
him in the venture. His decision marks a turning point, transforming his father's
request into a personal quest for adventure. The exchange underscores their dynamic
partnership and Jameson's inability to resist a high-risk, high-reward scenario—even

when it involves complicated family ties. The rooftop setting symbolizes his



characteristic approach to life: balancing on the edge while maintaining control over

his choices.



CHAPTER 9: GRAYSON

Grayson Hawthorne arrives in Phoenix after a flight, greeted by multiple
voicemails—most from his brother Xander, with one crucial message from his private
investigator, Zabrowski. The investigator reveals that Juliet "Gigi" Grayson is being
held in custody without formal charges, suggesting external influence at play. Grayson
sees an opportunity in the legal-gray areayrecognizingthat her detention may lack
proper justification. His calculated mindset is evident as he prepares to intervene,

leveraging his resources and the Hawthorne name to navigate the situation.

Equipped with a Ferrari 488 Spider—a deliberate choice for making an
impression—Grayson reflects on his connection to Juliet and her twin sister, Savannah.
Though they share a father, the twins are unaware of Grayson’s existence or their
father’s death. Sheffield Grayson, their father, had met a grim fate after targeting
Avery Hawthorne, and Grayson has since kept tabs on the twins. His mission is clear:

resolve the immediate crisis without revealing his identity or forging personal ties.

Upon arriving at the Phoenix Police Department, Grayson commands attention
effortlessly. His demeanor exudes authority, and he wastes no time demanding Juliet’s
release. The officers’ reactions range from awe to suspicion, particularly when a
higher-ranking lieutenant questions his identity. Grayson’s strategic bluffing comes
into play as he implies connections to powerful figures, leaving the lieutenant to weigh
the risks of defiance. His confidence and unshakable presence reinforce his unspoken

threat.

The chapter underscores Grayson’s mastery of psychological leverage and his ability
to manipulate situations without overt aggression. He operates on the principle that
assumed authority is more effective than asserted power. As the confrontation unfolds,
Grayson’s focus remains on extracting Juliet efficiently, avoiding unnecessary

revelations about their shared past. The tension builds as the officers grapple with his



imposing presence, setting the stage for a high-stakes resolution.



CHAPTER 10: GRAYSON

The chapter opens with Grayson encountering Juliet "Gigi" Grayson in an interrogation
room, where her lively demeanor contrasts sharply with the tense setting. Gigi, with
her wavy brown hair and bright blue eyes, jokes about telekinesis and references
*Matilda* by Roald Dahl, displaying a carefree attitude despite her circumstances.
Grayson, though reserved, is intrigued by henenergym@nd commands the officer to
leave them alone. Gigi's cheerful banter and playful attempts to manipulate the

situation with exaggerated expressions reveal her charismatic yet reckless nature.

Grayson’s internal conflict becomes apparent as he observes Gigi, who mistakenly
assumes he was sent by her lawyer, Mr. Trowbridge, or her absent father. Her rapid
speech and unfiltered honesty hint at a deeper vulnerability beneath her exuberant
facade. Grayson, however, remains detached, focusing on his goal of extracting her
from the police station without revealing his true connection to her. The dynamic
between them is tense yet oddly compelling, as Gigi’'s optimism clashes with

Grayson’s controlled demeanor.

As they leave in Grayson’s car, Gigi's excitement overrides any caution, and she
continues to probe Grayson about his motives. Her mention of a safe-deposit box and
her father’s disappearance pigues Grayson’s interest, though he avoids confirming any
connection to Sheffield Grayson. Gigi’'s belief that her father had a "good reason" for
leaving and her possession of a key to the box suggest a hidden family mystery.
Grayson'’s stoic responses and internal restraint highlight his reluctance to engage

emotionally, even as Gigi's questions grow more pointed.

The chapter ends with Gigi’s hopeful yet naive insistence that her father’s actions were
justified, while Grayson remains silent about the truth. Her mention of the safe-deposit
box under a false name hints at unresolved secrets tied to Sheffield Grayson.

Grayson'’s calculated demeanor and Gigi’s unrestrained optimism create a compelling



tension, setting the stage for further revelations about their shared family history and

the mysteries surrounding her father’s disappearance.



CHAPTER 11: GRAYSON

Grayson arrives at the Haywood-Astyria hotel, where his elite status is immediately
recognized by the staff. He checks in using a exclusive black-and-gold card, bypassing
formalities, and inquires about the pool. His demeanor is controlled, but beneath the
surface, he is grappling with-the aftermath of his encounter with Gigi. The chapter
highlights his need for physical-exertion to-escape his thoughts, as he pushes himself
to swim relentlessly, using the punishing activity to maintain a sense of control over

his emotions.

While swimming, Grayson reflects on the revelations about his father, Sheffield
Grayson, and the existence of his half-sisters. His phone rings repeatedly, and he
eventually responds to Xander’s playful yet insistent messages. Their conversation
reveals Grayson'’s internal conflict: he feels a responsibility to protect his sisters from
the truth about their father’s dark past, particularly his involvement in events
connected to Avery. Grayson’s protective instincts are evident as he vows to prevent

Gigi from accessing a safe-deposit box that could expose damaging secrets.

The dialogue between Grayson and Xander underscores the complexity of Grayson’s
situation. Xander, though lighthearted, probes gently, revealing Grayson’s unspoken
fears about the consequences of the safe-deposit box’s contents. Grayson admits that
Gigi reminds him of Xander, hinting at an unexpected connection that complicates his
mission. Xander warns Grayson about the moral dilemma of lying to Gigi, emphasizing
the emotional toll it may take. Grayson’s resolve is unwavering, but the chapter subtly

hints at his underlying vulnerability.

The chapter concludes with Grayson’s determination to handle the situation alone,
despite Xander’s offer of support. His internal struggle between duty and personal
connection is palpable, as he prepares to confront the challenges ahead. The narrative

leaves readers questioning how far Grayson will go to protect his family’s secrets and



what sacrifices he might have to make. The tension between control and emotional
vulnerability remains a central theme, setting the stage for further developments in

the story.



ELEVEN YEARS AND TEN MONTHS AGO

The chapter opens with Grayson and Jameson Hawthorne in their tree house,
showcasing their contrasting personalities—Grayson’s disciplined nature and
Jameson'’s reckless daring. Their playful banter reveals a uniqgue dynamic: though
Jameson is technically younger, their birthdays are just a day apart, making them the
same age for one day each year. The caonversationsshiftsto their impending birthdays,
which involve a ritual set by their grandfather: investing money, cultivating a skill, and
completing a challenge. This year, Jameson anticipates being forced to fight Grayson, a
test of the martial arts they've practiced, while Grayson dreads his own upcoming

duel.

The brothers discuss their grandfather’'s demanding expectations, emphasizing the
pressure to excel. Grayson reveals his challenge was to create a perfect haiku—a 17-
syllable poem that must be emotionally resonant and flawless. Jameson, meanwhile,
was tasked with building a card castle using 500 cards without adhesives, a feat he
accomplished by ingeniously carving slits into the floor and walls of their family home.
His determination and unconventional solution highlight his resourcefulness, though
Grayson is both impressed and horrified by the audacity of damaging their

grandfather’s prized house.

The chapter delves deeper into their relationship, marked by a mix of rivalry and
loyalty. Grayson promises not to go easy on Jameson in their fight, sealing it with a
solemn gesture unique to them. Jameson'’s fierce insistence on fairness underscores
their mutual respect, even as they prepare to compete. Their shared understanding of
their grandfather’s harsh standards binds them together, though their approaches

differ—Grayson seeks perfection, while Jameson thrives on creativity and risk.

The chapter concludes with the brothers contemplating their next challenges. Jameson

whimsically suggests knife fighting, while Grayson, inspired by Jameson’s photography



of his card castle, leans toward mastering photography himself. This moment hints at
their evolving aspirations and the unspoken bond that drives them to push each other
forward. The blend of tension and camaraderie sets the stage for their ongoing
struggles under their grandfather’s exacting regime, leaving readers curious about

their next steps.



CHAPTER 12: JAMESON

Jameson Hawthorne selects a striking medieval crypt as the meeting location for his
discussion with lan, showcasing his flair for the dramatic. Avery accompanies him, and
lan quickly notes her presence, hinting at his awareness of her identity as the
Hawthorne heiress. The conversation swiftly turns to lan's lost family estate, Vantage,
which he gambled away-in-a high-stakesigamelan-neyeals the estate's significance
and his connection to it, setting the stage for the central conflict: reclaiming Vantage
from the elusive and powerful Proprietor of the Devil's Mercy, an exclusive secret

gambling club.

lan explains the enigmatic nature of the Devil's Mercy, detailing its strict rules and the
anonymity of its leader, the Proprietor. Membership is nearly impossible to obtain,
requiring an emissary to extend an invitation rather than seeking it out. lan hints at a
path forward but emphasizes the need to first gain entry into the club. He then reveals
the existence of an annual high-stakes event called the Game, where the winner can
claim any prize the house has won in the past year—including Vantage. This becomes

Jameson's ultimate goal, though the odds seem stacked against him.

Jameson questions the feasibility of the plan, pointing out the numerous hurdles:
gaining membership, impressing the Proprietor, and winning the Game. lan
acknowledges the challenges but insists Jameson is the right person for the task,
urging him to make himself "impossible to refuse." The tension between the two builds
as Jameson probes lan's motives and past failures, revealing lan's desperation to
reclaim Vantage. Avery interjects with practical concerns, such as Jameson's age and
nationality, which historically disqualify him from membership, adding another layer of

complexity to their mission.

The chapter ends with Jameson and Avery grappling with the enormity of the task

ahead. lan's cryptic guidance leaves them with more questions than answers, but the



stakes are clear: Vantage's recovery hinges on their ability to navigate the shadowy
world of the Devil's Mercy. Jameson's determination and strategic mind are put to the
test as he begins to formulate a plan, setting the stage for the high-risk adventure that
lies ahead. The dynamic between the three characters—Jameson's boldness, Avery's
pragmatism, and lan's calculated desperation—drives the narrative forward with

palpable tension.



CHAPTER 13: JAMESON

The chapter opens with Jameson and Avery alone in a crypt, strategizing their next
move. Avery decides to call Alisa Ortega, her formidable lawyer and fixer, to accept an
invitation to a high-profile London event. Jameson recognizes the opportunity to gain
attention from influential figures, aligning with his penchant for impossible challenges.
The scene sets the tone for their dynamigcssAvery'sholdness and Jameson’s strategic

mind—as they prepare to step into a world of wealth and power.

As they prepare for the event, Jameson dons a formal morning coat and selects a top
hat, his excitement palpable. Nash, his older brother, interrupts with a cryptic warning
about Jameson’s pursuit of lan, hinting at unresolved family tensions. Jameson
dismisses Nash’s concerns, asserting his loyalty to their chosen family—the
Hawthornes and Avery. The exchange reveals Jameson’s determination and Nash’s

protective instincts, adding depth to their sibling relationship.

The focus shifts to Avery’s stunning transformation for the event. Dressed in a white
lace gown that accentuates her figure, she embodies elegance and allure. Jameson is
captivated, his attraction to her undeniable. The stylists complete her look with a
striking hat adorned with a jeweled black rose, heightening her magnetic presence.

The scene underscores their chemistry and the anticipation of their next adventure.

The chapter concludes with Jameson guessing their destination—the races—as he
takes Avery’s hand, electrified by her touch. Their playful banter and shared
excitement mark the beginning of a high-stakes mission. The chapter masterfully
blends tension, romance, and intrigue, leaving readers eager to see how their plans

unfold in the glamorous yet dangerous world they’re about to enter.



CHAPTER 14: JAMESON

Jameson and Avery arrive at an exclusive, high-society event reminiscent of the
Kentucky Derby but with a royal twist. The atmosphere is opulent, filled with elite
attendees dressed in top hats and elegant attire, all vying for attention. Despite the
presence of royals, Avery becomes a focal point due to her status as the Hawthorne
heiress and her recent;decision-to give away ayvast-fortune. The absence of press and
personal security adds'to the event's exclusivity, setting the stage for their strategic

maneuvering among the wealthy and powerful.

As the event progresses, Avery and Jameson skillfully navigate conversations,
leveraging Avery's newfound notoriety to their advantage. They drop cryptic hints
about their true intentions, particularly regarding Avery's horses, Thamenold and Lady
Monoceros. Jameson's playful rearrangement of Thamenold's name—"The old
man"—hints at deeper layers of meaning tied to their grandfather's legacy. Their
interactions are calculated, designed to pique curiosity and draw out potential allies or

adversaries who might recognize their subtle cues.

The duo engages in a game of verbal chess, with Jameson deliberately mentioning
"Devil’s Mercy" instead of the correct "Devil’s Duel" to test the waters. This
misdirection serves as a coded message, aiming to identify individuals familiar with
hidden networks or secretive dealings. Avery’s coy responses and Jameson'’s strategic
pauses create an air of intrigue, leaving their wealthy counterparts both intrigued and
slightly unsettled. Their goal is clear: to uncover a connection to a shadowy world

beneath the surface of high society.

By the chapter's end, Jameson reflects on their progress, acknowledging the
uncertainty of their plan. They have sown the seeds of curiosity and speculation, but
the response from the elite crowd remains unpredictable. The chapter leaves readers

with a sense of anticipation, as Jameson and Avery’s calculated risks could either lead



them closer to their objective or expose them to unforeseen dangers. The blend of
glamour, strategy, and underlying tension encapsulates the duo's dynamic and the

high-stakes world they inhabit.



CHAPTER 15: JAMESON

Jameson and Avery attend an exclusive after-party at a private club, where they
strategically mingle with the younger socialite crowd. They ensure their presence is
noted by requesting the hashtag *TDM* accompany any online photos. Amidst the
buzz, Jameson remains hyper-aware of the whispers surrounding them—comments
about his past, Avery’'srappearance, and theyenigmaticcHawthorne brothers. One
remark stands out: a reference to *That Duchess*, an elegant woman in a striking
yellow dress who commands attention. Jameson signals Avery with a coded touch,
directing her focus toward the duchess, who exudes confidence and aristocratic

charm.

The duchess, with her sharp British wit, engages Jameson and Avery in conversation,
revealing her disdain for societal expectations with her drink order: "Prosecco and the
tears of my enemies." Her presence hints at a deeper narrative, as she speaks of
existing "too loudly" for those who wish to silence her. Meanwhile, Avery proposes a
risky plan to draw out the mysterious Proprietor’s emissaries by separating from
Jameson, despite his reluctance. With Oren, their bodyguard, discreetly positioned
nearby, Jameson agrees but remains on edge, counting down the minutes until her

return.

Outside the club, Jameson’s tension mounts as he fiddles with a concealed pocket
watch, its hidden compartment holding an object he struggles to discard. His solitude
is interrupted by the club’s waiter, who reveals himself as an operative with a shifting
accent and unsettling demeanor. The boy’s sudden transformation from unassuming
server to potential threat puts Jameson on high alert. Their exchange grows tense as
the waiter implies his employer views Jameson as the "bigger liability," setting the

stage for a confrontation.



The chapter culminates in a standoff between Jameson and the waiter, whose true
allegiance and motives remain ambiguous. Jameson’s instincts kick in as he assesses
his opponent’s physicality and the isolated setting, preparing for a possible altercation.
The waiter’s cryptic message about his employer’s interest in Jameson—not
Avery—hints at a larger game at play, leaving Jameson to navigate this unexpected
threat while the clock ticks down on Avery’s safety. The encounter underscores the

high-stakes intrigue and danger lurking beneath the glamorous surface of their world.



CHAPTER 16: JAMESON

Jameson and Avery return to the Hawthorne flat to find a cryptic message from Xander
consisting of four sticky notes with seemingly random words. Their adrenaline-fueled
minds quickly decode the message as "Going to check on Gary," revealing Xander's
playful yet strategic communication style. The moment is interrupted by a call from
Nash, who expresses concern for Jameson's-well-beingpsubtly reminding him he
doesn’t have to face challenges alone. The exchange highlights the brothers' bond and
Jameson's growing reliance on Avery, who stands by him as they prepare for the next

phase of their adventure.

Their quiet moment is disrupted when Oren alerts them to an intruder on the terrace.
The mysterious messenger, who has previously appeared in different personas,
lounges casually with a glass of wine, showcasing his chameleon-like ability to blend
into any environment. Jameson questions his legitimacy, suspecting a con, but the
messenger proves his connection to the Devil's Mercy by producing an ornate black-
and-silver envelope. The intricate platinum embossing on the envelope hints at the
high-stakes world they’re entering, leaving Jameson and Avery both intrigued and

wary.

The messenger reveals the terms of their invitation: Avery is offered limited access to
the Devil's Mercy for a week, provided she loses £200,000 at the tables. When she
insists on Jameson’s inclusion, the messenger raises the stakes, demanding £500,000
in losses over three nights. The terms suggest a calculated move by the Factotum, the
Mercy’s second-in-command, who seems intent on testing Avery’s resolve. The
messenger’s dismissive tone and emphasis on Avery’s singular importance hint at
deeper motives, leaving Jameson to question why the Factotum is so invested in her

participation.



The chapter closes with tension mounting as Jameson and Avery weigh the risks of
accepting the offer. The messenger’s cryptic warnings and the exorbitant financial
demand underscore the dangerous game they’re being drawn into. Jameson’s
protective instincts clash with Avery’s determination, setting the stage for a high-
stakes confrontation with the shadowy figures controlling the Devil's Mercy. The

encounter leaves both characters—and readers—questioning the true cost of their

next move.



CHAPTER 17: GRAYSON

Grayson approaches the situation with Gigi as a complex problem requiring multiple
potential solutions. His primary strategy involves ensuring she loses the key to her
father's safe-deposit box, which would prevent her from accessing any incriminating
evidence. However, he acknowledges other angles, such as monitoring her movements
and preventing her from-identifying thejhox'syregisterediname. To re-engage with her,
Grayson creates a social media account and carefully crafts a message, wary of
sending unintended signals. His calculated approach reflects his methodical nature,

though he remains aware of the ethical dilemmas involved in deceiving her.

The interaction between Grayson and Gigi unfolds through a series of playful yet
strategic messages. Gigi responds with humor, sending cat memes and teasingly
inviting him over, displaying a surprising level of trust. Grayson, however, is conflicted,
recalling his brother Xander's warning about the inevitable betrayal. Despite his guilt,
he recognizes the advantage of Gigi's trust and continues the charade. Their exchange
highlights the contrast between Gigi's lightheartedness and Grayson's internal tension,

as he balances his mission with growing discomfort about manipulating her.

Grayson attempts to subtly warn Gigi about her naivety, sending messages cautioning
her against trusting him and revealing his own ulterior motives. Gigi dismisses his
warnings, insisting that his assistance in finding her father is all that matters. This
frustrates Grayson, who feels a pang of guilt but doubles down on his deception by
falsely claiming to have a girlfriend to deter any romantic misinterpretations. His
actions underscore the moral complexity of his mission, as he struggles with the

consequences of his calculated lies.

The chapter concludes with Gigi bombarding Grayson with more cat pictures and a
playful question about their roles in their "investigation." Grayson's internal conflict

persists, torn between his objective and the growing realization of Gigi's vulnerability.



The dynamic between the two characters sets the stage for further tension, as
Grayson's plan hinges on gaining her trust while wrestling with the ethical implications
of his actions. The chapter leaves readers anticipating the consequences of their

evolving relationship and Grayson's eventual choices.



CHAPTER 18: GRAYSON

Grayson arrives at the Grayson mansion in his Ferrari, noting the meticulously
symmetrical architecture and the imposing fountain adorned with bronze sculptures.
As he steps out of the car, he reflects on his strained relationship with his father,
Sheffield Grayson, who viewed him as a risk rather than a son. The opulence of the
estate contrasts with Grayson’s-internal turmoil; highlighting the emotional weight of
his family legacy. His thoughts are interrupted by Gigi, who emerges unexpectedly,
brimming with energy and a plan to uncover secrets related to her father’s mysterious

safe-deposit box.

Gigi enthusiastically shares her theory that Mr. Trowbridge, her family’s lawyer, might
know the alias her father used to open the box. She recounts seeing mysterious men
in suits visiting her mother, an event that left her mother distraught. Grayson,
maintaining his composure, questions the logic of her plan but subtly considers his
own agenda, including the possibility of stealing her key. The dialogue reveals Gigi’s
impulsive nature and Grayson’s calculated demeanor, as he weighs the risks of

involving himself further in her quest.

The conversation shifts to Gigi’s insistence on throwing a party as their next move,
which Grayson finds absurd. Despite his skepticism, he allows himself to be pulled
along, revealing a reluctant tolerance for her antics. As they enter the mansion,
Grayson is momentarily unsettled by memories of his father’s dismissive words, but
Gigi’'s playful interruption—introducing her exotic cat, Katara—distracts him. The
contrast between Grayson’s introspection and Gigi's carefree attitude underscores

their dynamic.

Gigi dashes off, declaring her intention to find someone who can help, leaving Grayson
to follow. The chapter ends with a sense of momentum, as Grayson is drawn deeper

into Gigi's world of spontaneity and intrigue. Their partnership, though fraught with



tension, hints at potential collaboration as they navigate the mysteries surrounding
their families. The chapter balances Grayson'’s internal conflict with the external plot,

setting the stage for further developments.



CHAPTER 19: GRAYSON

Grayson follows Gigi through her family's opulent home, meticulously noting details
like the children's paintings displayed as art in the hallway. The twins' contrasting
personalities become apparent as Gigi leads him to a mirrored basketball court where
Savannah, her fraternal twin;.is practicing shots in a silver skirt and heels. Savannah's
precision and focus are striking;jas is hendisregardforrGrayson's presence. The scene
establishes Savannah's controlled, icy demeanor and hints at the siblings' complex
dynamic, underscored by Gigi's playful warnings and Savannah's silent dominance of

the space.

After Savannah finishes her basketball routine, she ignores Grayson entirely, forcing
him and Gigi to follow her back down the hall. The twins' interactions reveal
Savannah's authority—she dismisses them abruptly, only to summon them later to the
patio. The sprawling outdoor space, complete with a winding pool and lavish
amenities, reflects the family's wealth. Grayson's discomfort resurfaces as he notices
childhood handprints in the cement, a subtle reminder of the past he shares with these
strangers. The setting underscores the tension between opulence and unresolved

family history.

Savannah finally engages with Grayson, her sharp gaze assessing him with cold
precision. Gigi reveals their plan to throw a party to find their missing father, but
Savannah dismisses the idea, insisting their father left willingly. The sisters' exchange
highlights their conflicting perspectives—Gigi's hopeful determination versus
Savannah's resigned realism. When Gigi manipulates Savannah into contacting her
boyfriend Duncan for help, Savannah's calculated compliance suggests she has her
own agenda. The power struggle between the twins takes center stage, with Grayson

as an outsider observing their dynamic.



As Gigi leaves to retrieve Savannah's phone, Savannah asserts her dominance by
declaring Grayson will be gone before her sister returns. The chapter ends with a tense
standoff between Grayson and Savannah, emphasizing her control and his unresolved
role in their lives. The siblings' contrasting approaches to their father's
disappearance—Gigi's relentless pursuit versus Savannah's acceptance—foreshadow
deeper conflicts. Grayson's presence disrupts the twins' equilibrium, setting the stage

for further confrontation and revelations about their shared family ties.



CHAPTER 20: GRAYSON

In Chapter 20, Grayson engages in a tense yet revealing conversation with Acacia, his
late father’s wife, in the kitchen of her home. Acacia, a maternal figure with a quiet
strength, discloses that she learned about Grayson’s existence 22 months ago, on the
day of her mother’s funeral-Grayson, wary of disrupting her family, assures her he has
no such intentions. The dialogue hints atpastbetrayals, including Sheffield Grayson’s
affair with Grayson’s mother, and Acacia’s surprising lack of resentment toward

Grayson despite the circumstances.

The conversation delves into the complexities of family dynamics, particularly how
Acacia’s daughters, Savannah and Gigi, have been affected by Sheffield’s actions.
Acacia reveals that Savannah, who idolized her father, has known about Grayson since
she was 14, while Gigi remains unaware. Grayson senses Acacia’s pain but also her
resilience, as she refuses to blame him for his father’s mistakes. The discussion
touches on Sheffield’s financial dependence on Acacia’s family, contradicting his self-
made image, and Grayson begins to see Acacia as a compassionate yet formidable

figure.

Grayson probes further, asking about recent visits from “gentlemen in suits,” hinting
at potential legal or financial troubles. Acacia deflects, but Grayson’s concern suggests
deeper layers to the family’s struggles. The chapter also explores Savannah’s
relationship with her father, revealing how she sought his approval through basketball,
a connection to Sheffield’s late nephew, Colin. Acacia implies that Savannah may
judge her for staying with Sheffield after learning of his infidelity, but she asserts her

strength, refusing to be seen as weak.

The chapter concludes with Gigi’'s abrupt interruption, lightening the mood as she
announces a party and references “step negative one,” signaling the end of the

serious conversation. Grayson and Acacia share a silent understanding, their heart-to-



heart over for now. The interaction leaves Grayson with a nuanced view of Acacia and
the family’s tangled history, setting the stage for further exploration of their

relationships and unresolved tensions.



CHAPTER 21: GRAYSON

In Chapter 21, Grayson accompanies Gigi to their father’s office, where she reveals she
found a key to a safe-deposit box hidden inside the computer. Grayson, aware of his
ulterior motives, examines the key and considers creating a flawed duplicate to thwart
Gigi's search. He takes detailed photos of the key under the pretense of analyzing its
etchings, while Savannah, Gigi’s sister, ppenlyjdistrusts, Grayson’s intentions. The
tension between the characters escalates as Savannah accuses Grayson of dismissing

the possibility of their father’s infidelity, highlighting the underlying family conflicts.

Gigi’'s enthusiasm for uncovering their father’s secrets contrasts with Savannah’s
skepticism and Grayson'’s calculated demeanor. Grayson subtly pockets an index card
that had held the key, suspecting it might hold hidden significance. Gigi, undeterred by
her sister’s reluctance, rallies the group to search the office for clues about the alias
their father might have used for the safe-deposit box. The dynamic between the trio
reveals their conflicting motivations: Gigi’s chaotic curiosity, Savannah’s protective

distrust, and Grayson’s hidden agenda.

As the search progresses, Grayson methodically examines the office, from the desk to
the artwork, while keeping an eye on the sisters. The mention of their late cousin Colin
hints at the family’s unresolved grief and the shadow he casts over their lives.
Grayson'’s internal reflections reveal his empathy for the twins’ struggles to live up to
their father’s expectations, drawing parallels to his own experiences. The chapter
underscores the theme of familial legacy and the lengths to which each character will

go to uncover—or conceal—the truth.

The chapter concludes with Grayson’s meticulous yet fruitless search, leaving the
mystery of the safe-deposit box unresolved. The interactions between Grayson, Gigi,
and Savannah deepen the intrigue, as alliances and suspicions shift. The narrative sets

the stage for further exploration of the Hawthorne family’s secrets, with Grayson’s



actions suggesting he may play a pivotal role in either revealing or burying them. The
tension between trust and deception remains central, leaving readers eager to see

how the characters’ conflicting goals will unfold.



CHAPTER 22: GRAYSON

Grayson exits the house and overhears a tense conversation between Acacia and Kent
Trowbridge, a lawyer. Acacia is visibly upset, accusing Trowbridge of leaving her
daughter unattended overnight without notifying her. Trowbridge defends his actions,
claiming the child needed-to-learn a lesson, while Acacia asserts he has no right to
interfere. Grayson, skilled at blending intorhisrsurroundings, silently moves closer to
observe the exchange. The confrontation reveals underlying tensions, with Trowbridge
addressing Acacia formally as "Mrs. Grayson," a pointed choice suggesting power

dynamics at play.

The argument escalates as Acacia reveals her concerns about investigators and her
struggle to protect her daughters without adequate resources. Trowbridge dismisses
her efforts, reminding her of her[IIT] situation—her parents and husband are gone,
and financial constraints weigh heavily. Acacia insists she will handle things herself,
but Trowbridge persists, offering his support in a way that feels overbearing. The
tension peaks when Trowbridge places a hand on Acacia’s shoulder, prompting

Grayson to intervene deliberately, making his presence known with calculated steps.

Grayson'’s arrival shifts the power dynamic. He introduces himself with deliberate
calm, forcing Trowbridge to acknowledge him. The lawyer recognizes the Hawthorne
name, and Grayson subtly asserts dominance by implying he knows more than he
reveals. Trowbridge retreats, promising to speak with Acacia later, but Grayson
ensures the interaction ends on his terms. He waits until Trowbridge leaves before
addressing Acacia, choosing not to pry into the details of their conversation, instead

maintaining a composed demeanor.

The chapter concludes with Grayson making a phone call to Zabrowski, a contact
whose usefulness he questions. His tone is firm, giving Zabrowski one chance to prove

his worth. This action underscores Grayson'’s strategic mindset and his preference for



control. The chapter highlights Grayson’s ability to navigate tense situations, his
protective instincts toward Acacia, and his calculated approach to power and

information.



CHAPTER 23: JAMESON

The chapter opens with Jameson and Avery receiving a mysterious black envelope
adorned with a platinum thread and a wax seal bearing a geometric design. Inside,
they find an invitation to the opera accompanied by an ornate key, hinting at another
enigmatic challenge. Jameson, intrigued by the puzzle-like nature of the seal and the
invitation, eagerly anticipates the adventune ahead:His excitement is palpable as he
informs Avery of their destination, setting the stage for a high-stakes game that aligns

with his love for the impossible and the hidden.

As Avery prepares for the opera in an elegant black-and-gold gown, the tension
between the two characters intensifies. Jameson assists her with the dress, but the
moment becomes charged with emotional and physical intimacy. Avery uses their
code word, "Tahiti," to demand honesty, breaking through Jameson’s usual playful
deflection. The exchange reveals their deep connection, as Jameson’s touch and
whispered confessions convey vulnerability beneath his confident exterior. The scene
underscores the complexity of their relationship, blending attraction with unspoken

emotional stakes.

Beneath the surface of their banter and chemistry, Jameson grapples with unresolved
feelings about his brother, lan. When Avery presses him, he admits that part of him
seeks to prove himself to lan, to make him regret his absence. This confession exposes
Jameson'’s insecurities and longing for validation, contrasting sharply with his usual
self-assured demeanor. Avery’s unwavering support and affirmation—calling him
brilliant, devious, and kind—highlight her role as his emotional anchor, even as he

struggles to fully believe her words.

The chapter closes with a poignant yet playful exchange, as Jameson zips up Avery’s
dress and declares his insatiable nature as a Hawthorne. The moment encapsulates

their dynamic: a blend of tenderness, ambition, and unresolved tension. Avery’s



declaration that Jameson is "everything" underscores the depth of their bond, while his
response reflects his perpetual drive for more. The chapter leaves readers anticipating

the next phase of their journey, both in the mysterious game and in their evolving

relationship.



CHAPTER 24: JAMESON

Jameson and Avery attend the opera but leave their private box after twenty minutes,
following mysterious instructions. They part ways with Avery's bodyguard, Oren, who
reluctantly allows them to proceed alone. In the elevator, Jameson uses a gold key to
activate the control panel,-causing all buttons to light up emerald green. Avery inputs
a code, plunging the elevator into darkness-asjit descends far below the ground floor,

hinting at a hidden, subterranean world awaiting them.

The elevator opens into a vast, man-made cavern with an underground river. A single
torch illuminates the space as they step out, revealing a tunnel-like structure. A young
boy, around eleven or twelve, stands silently by the water's edge, holding a la