The Final Gambit (The Inheritance

Games)

To inherit billions, all Avery Kylie Grambs has to do is survive a few more

weeks living in Hawthorne House.

The paparazzi are stalking her. The fortune-hungry relatives want her gone. And the
only thing more dangerous than inheriting the Hawthorne fortune may be falling for

one of the Hawthorne brothers.

As the clock ticks down to the day Avery will become the richest teenager on the
planet, danger arrives in the form of a visitor who needs her help — and whose
presence in Hawthorne House could change everything. Secrets upon secrets. Riddles
upon riddles. In this game, someone is always watching — and the stakes are higher

than ever.

In this explosive conclusion to the Inheritance Games trilogy, Avery must solve one

last puzzle — and risk everything to finally discover her place in the Hawthorne legacy.

CHAPTER 1

The chapter opens with Avery, the protagonist, in the grand library of Hawthorne
House, surrounded by reminders of the Hawthorne dynasty. Her lawyer, Alisa Ortega,
insists on discussing her upcoming eighteenth birthday and the implications for her
massive inheritance. Avery, however, is more focused on a bet with Jameson
Hawthorne to uncover hidden passages in the mansion. Her dismissive attitude toward

Alisa’s concerns highlights her determination to prioritize the game over her



impending wealth and legal matters.

Amid the tension with Alisa, Avery’s interactions with the Hawthorne brothers add
depth to the scene. Xander, her self-proclaimed BHFF (Best Hawthorne Friend
Forever), interrupts with his trademark humor, offering a distraction that Avery
declines. Nash, the eldest Hawthorne brother, lingers protectively, hinting that Alisa’s
agenda involves establishing a trust for Avery’s inheritance. His presence underscores
the family’s protective dynamic, even as Avery asserts her independence by

dismissing him.

Alisa persists in discussing Avery’s birthday, proposing an extravagant party to
manage public perception. Avery firmly rejects the idea, unwilling to turn her personal
milestone into a media spectacle. Her refusal reflects her resistance to the spotlight
and her desire to maintain control over her life, despite Alisa’s insistence on the
importance of optics. The exchange reveals Avery’s growing frustration with the

expectations tied to her newfound status as the Hawthorne heir.

The chapter culminates with Avery’s triumph in discovering another hidden passage,
marking her twelfth victory in the bet against Jameson. Her playful taunt and
disappearance into the wall symbolize her defiance and focus on the game, even as
Alisa’s unresolved concerns loom in the background. The scene captures Avery’s
balancing act between her personal ambitions and the pressures of her inheritance,

setting the stage for future conflicts and revelations.



CHAPTER 2

The chapter opens with the protagonist lying in bed, reminiscing about receiving a
symbolic bronze key pin from Jameson and the Hawthorne brothers—a token marking
her acceptance into their group. As she resists dwelling on a memory involving
Grayson, she distracts herself by anonymously donating to charitable causes using her
unlimited credit card, aprivilege granted;ahead, of inheriting the Hawthorne fortune.
The scene establishes her emotional ties to the family and her restless anticipation for

Jameson's call, hinting at unresolved tensions and her transitional status.

Their phone conversation quickly shifts to playful banter, with Jameson describing the
beauty of Tuscany in vivid detail before revealing he found a triangular mirror in the
villa’s fireplace—a potential clue tied to the Hawthorne family’s love of puzzles. The
discovery electrifies the protagonist, as they speculate about its significance while
acknowledging their broader quest: uncovering the mystery behind a valuable coinlike
disk linked to Tobias Hawthorne’s son, Toby. The disk’s connection to her late mother

and its sudden disappearance add emotional weight to their search.

The discussion turns to the protagonist’s own findings—a hidden passageway in the
Hawthorne House’s circular library, which Jameson didn’t know about. This revelation
sparks a competitive yet flirtatious exchange, underscoring their dynamic. Her
impending freedom after the year’s end looms in the background, filled with
possibilities but also uncertainty. Jameson’s impending trip to Santorini hints at their
shared determination to pursue answers, even as their unspoken attraction simmers

beneath the surface.

The chapter closes with a return to their playful rapport, as the protagonist solves
Jameson’s requested anagram ("knead" from "naked"), blending wit with underlying
tension. Their dialogue balances lightheartedness with deeper stakes, reflecting their

dual roles as partners in mystery-solving and potential romantic interests. The



unresolved quest for the disk and the protagonist’s emotional ties to the Hawthornes

leave the reader anticipating the next steps in their journey.



CHAPTER 3

The chapter opens with the protagonist reflecting on the chaotic weeks spent juggling
charity events, school exams, and unanswered calls from Grayson. Amidst this turmoil,
they find solace in honing their shooting skills at the Hawthorne estate's private range.
Though uncomfortable with-firearms, the protagonist recognizes the necessity of self-
defense after surviving multiple life-threatening, situations since inheriting Tobias
Hawthorne's fortune. Nash, their mentor, praises their progress, highlighting the shift

from vulnerability to empowerment through combat training.

The narrative delves into the psychological toll of the protagonist's newfound wealth
and danger. Despite the estate's security, past experiences of being shot at, nearly
blown up, and kidnapped have left lasting trauma. Practical skills like shooting and
carrying a knife offer more reassurance than theoretical safety. This pragmatism is
reinforced by Nash's philosophy: survival justifies any means. The protagonist's
internal conflict between fear and resilience underscores their complex adaptation to a

perilous new reality.

A significant subplot emerges as Nash inquires about legal paperwork regarding the
inheritance. The protagonist recalls their lawyer, Alisa Ortega (Nash's ex), suggesting a
revocable trust to manage the fortune until they're ready. Alisa's firm offers to act as
trustees, framing it as a protective measure rather than a restriction. This conversation
reveals the underlying tensions between autonomy and guidance, as well as Nash's

lingering connection to Alisa, which he masks with casual interrogation about the trust.

The chapter concludes with Nash reinforcing his survival ethos, asking the protagonist
to reiterate their "no rules in winning" mantra. This exchange cements their mentor-
student dynamic while subtly addressing Nash's personal stake in Alisa's advice. The
protagonist's compliance signals their growing alignment with Nash's ruthless

practicality, setting the stage for future confrontations—both physical and strategic—in



their high-stakes world.
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CHAPTER 4

The chapter opens on the protagonist's eighteenth birthday, where she wakes to find
an extravagant midnight green ball gown hanging in her doorway, adorned with black
jewels and accompanied by a cryptic note: "WEAR ME IF YOU DARE." Recognizing the
handwriting as Jameson Hawthorne's, she confronts him at the edge of the Black
Wood, where he awaitsin a white tuxedo besidea hot=air balloon. Their reunion is
charged with tension and passion, culminating in a fiery kiss, though their moment is
observed by her discreet bodyguard, Oren. Jameson's daring nature is immediately
evident as he whisks her away on the balloon, setting the tone for an unforgettable

day.

The adventure continues as Jameson orchestrates a series of extravagant surprises,
including a hidden picnic, a helicopter ride to the Gulf, and a barefoot dance on the
beach. Each moment is meticulously planned to overwhelm the protagonist, who
reflects on the sensory richness of the day—the weight of the gown, the wind in her
face, the taste of chocolate-covered strawberries. Despite her initial resistance, she
finds herself swept up in the magic, acknowledging that Jameson excels at creating
unforgettable experiences. The chapter captures her internal conflict between

skepticism and awe, as well as her growing attachment to him.

As the day winds down, the helicopter returns to the Hawthorne estate, revealing an
astonishing sight: a lavishly decorated party with a Ferris wheel, rose petals, and a
string quartet—but no guests. The protagonist is initially horrified, assuming Jameson
has planned a grand social event, but her sister Libby explains it's an "introvert's ball,"
attended only by close friends and family. The intimate gathering includes Nash
grilling, Thea and Rebecca stealing a private moment, and Xander overseeing a
surprise. The scene underscores the theme of personalized luxury, where grandeur is

tailored to the protagonist's preferences rather than public spectacle.



The chapter closes with the arrival of Jameson's great-grandmother and aunt, adding a
layer of familial tension to the otherwise joyous celebration. The protagonist's
emotions oscillate between delight and disbelief, as she grapples with the surreal
reality of her new life. Jameson's flair for drama and his ability to anticipate her desires
leave her both exasperated and enchanted. The chapter masterfully blends romance,
adventure, and humor, setting the stage for deeper character development and future

conflicts within the Hawthorne family dynamic.



CHAPTER 5

The chapter opens with the protagonist waking up beside Jameson, her ball gown
draped over the bed. She reflects on his mysterious scar, which he has never
explained truthfully, and resists the urge to touch him before leaving the room. After
picking up her Hawthorne-pin.and dressing, she heads downstairs, where she finds
Grayson alone in the dining room. Theirjconversationjis,tense, as Grayson reminds her
that the estate will soon be hers, signaling an inevitable change in their dynamics.
Despite her reluctance to accept this shift, Grayson insists she must adapt to her new

role.

Grayson reveals his knowledge of the Hawthorne family traditions, recounting how
Tobias Hawthorne would task his sons with investing, cultivating a skill, and
completing a creative challenge each year. He advises the protagonist to follow this
framework, emphasizing the importance of planning for her future. He hands her a
blank leather-bound journal, instructing her to draft and refine her financial and
personal goals repeatedly. The protagonist senses Grayson’s unspoken turmoil
beneath his composed exterior, but she avoids addressing it directly, focusing instead

on her own uncertainties about her ability to fulfill her new responsibilities.

Their conversation grows more personal as the protagonist reminds Grayson of his
broken promise to guide her. She immediately regrets bringing it up, acknowledging
the emotional burden he already carries. Grayson reacts sharply, refusing to be seen
as "broken," and the protagonist shifts the topic to her legal advisor’s suggestion of
placing her inheritance in a trust. Grayson’s subtle smile hints at his approval of her
independent decision-making, but their exchange is interrupted by Oren, who

announces an unexpected visitor at the gates.

The chapter ends on a suspenseful note as Oren reveals the visitor's name: Eve. The

protagonist’s mind races with potential threats, recalling past dangers from Grayson’s



mother and her own father. Grayson’s sharp reaction underscores the tension, leaving
the reader curious about Eve’s identity and her connection to the Hawthorne family.

The encounter sets the stage for further conflict and intrigue, hinting at unresolved

mysteries and challenges ahead.



CHAPTER 6

The chapter opens with the protagonist, Avery, grappling with the secret of Toby’s
daughter, Eve, which she has kept hidden at Toby’s request. When Eve unexpectedly
appears at the gates of Hawthorne House, Avery is overwhelmed by emotion but
quickly shifts into protective-mode, aware of the potential harm Eve’s presence could
cause Grayson, who is emotionally fragilesEve’s strikinggresemblance to Emily
Laughlin—a figure tied to the Hawthorne family’s painful past—heightens Avery’s
urgency to shield Grayson from further trauma. Despite her internal turmoil, Avery
focuses on the immediate need to handle the situation discreetly, ensuring Eve’s

presence remains hidden from the public eye.

Avery'’s initial confrontation with Eve reveals the gravity of the situation: Toby, a father
figure to Avery, has been taken by unknown assailants. Eve, desperate and alone,
explains that Toby had been hiding with her until he was forced to flee after
encountering someone he feared. Her account is fraught with tension, as she insists
Toby would never abandon her willingly. Avery’s skepticism clashes with Eve’'s
desperation, but the physical evidence of Eve’s injuries and her emotional distress lend
credibility to her story. The chapter underscores Avery’s loyalty to Toby and her

growing, albeit reluctant, responsibility toward Eve.

The dynamics between Avery and Eve are charged with mistrust and urgency. Eve
reveals she blackmailed Toby into taking her with him, a move Avery initially judges
harshly but begrudgingly understands. Eve’s recounting of their time on the run and
Toby’s disappearance paints a picture of a dangerous, unseen threat. Avery’s internal
conflict is palpable as she balances her distrust of Eve with the need to uncover the
truth about Toby’s fate. The chapter builds suspense around the identity of Toby’'s
captors and their motives, leaving Avery—and the reader—with more questions than

answers.



By the chapter’'s end, Avery is forced to confront the reality that Toby’s disappearance
is no coincidence. Eve’s insistence that she can prove Toby was taken adds a layer of
intrigue, hinting at deeper mysteries to come. Avery’s protective instincts kick in as
she realizes the stakes extend beyond Toby’s safety to the stability of the Hawthorne
family. The chapter closes with Avery poised to take action, setting the stage for a
high-stakes investigation into Toby’s abduction and the secrets Eve might hold. The

emotional and narrative tension leaves readers eager for the next development.



CHAPTER 7

The chapter opens with a tense encounter between Grayson Hawthorne and Avery,
where Grayson's controlled demeanor cracks upon seeing Eve, a girl who strikingly
resembles his late love, Emily. Grayson initially believes he's hallucinating, revealing
his fragile mental state and-past struggles. Avery physically grounds him, insisting Eve
is real and explaining her.connection tojTebyGrayson'siadopted uncle. The revelation
that Eve is Toby's biological daughter—and thus shares Emily's bloodline—adds layers
to Grayson's visible distress, as he grapples with both grief and the shock of her

sudden appearance.

A confrontation unfolds as Grayson realizes Avery and Jameson knew about Eve's
existence but kept it secret, per Toby's wishes. His accusatory tone underscores the
Hawthorne family's tendency toward control and secrecy. The emotional weight
intensifies as Grayson, typically composed, allows himself to openly confront his pain,
stepping toward Eve like "a shirtless man stepping out into freezing rain." Eve,
meanwhile, remains pragmatic, demanding action over emotional drama and
redirecting focus to Toby's disappearance—a pressing crisis overshadowed by the

personal revelations.

Eve's bluntness contrasts with the charged atmosphere; she dismisses Grayson's
intensity, prioritizing practical needs like safety and answers. Her frustration mirrors
Avery's growing urgency, as both recognize their delay could jeopardize Toby's rescue.
Grayson's observation of Eve's injuries shifts the dynamic slightly, revealing his
lingering protectiveness despite the turmoil. The chapter's tension peaks as the group
prepares to return to Hawthorne House, with Avery drawing a parallel to Pandora's

box—hinting at irreversible consequences unleashed by Eve's arrival.

The closing scene in the SUV underscores the chapter's themes of unresolved trauma

and impending chaos. Grayson's vulnerability, Eve's defiance, and Avery's mediating



role set the stage for deeper conflicts. The chapter masterfully intertwines personal
histories with immediate danger, leaving readers questioning Toby's fate and the
ripple effects of long-buried secrets. The Hawthorne family's legacy of control is

challenged, foreshadowing further upheaval as alliances and truths unravel.



CHAPTER 8

The chapter opens with the protagonist allowing Eve, a mysterious newcomer, to use
their shower, a decision driven by the desire to keep her under surveillance. Tensions
rise as Jameson, shirtless and in the protagonist's bed, notices Eve, while Grayson
struggles to look away from-the bathroom door. The protagonist observes the brothers'
reactions—Jameson's guarded poker face and-Grayson'sjobvious discomfort—hinting at
unresolved emotions tied to Eve's resemblance to Emily, a figure from their past. The
protagonist hesitates to reveal that Eve's presence is linked to Toby's abduction,

setting the stage for a fraught conversation.

Jameson presses the protagonist for details about Eve, while Grayson reacts with
uncharacteristic friction, revealing underlying tensions between the brothers. Jameson
expresses skepticism about Eve's story, suggesting her sudden appearance is too
convenient, while Grayson insists they owe her protection as Toby's daughter. The
protagonist notes Grayson's protective stance mirrors how he once treated them,
stirring mixed emotions. The brothers' argument escalates when Grayson accuses

Jameson of keeping secrets about Toby's daughter, further complicating their dynamic.

The protagonist redirects the conversation to Toby's abduction, urging Jameson to
focus on solving the mystery. Jameson suggests analyzing the kidnappers' motive,
leading the protagonist to consider three possibilities: ransom, leverage, or harm. The
discussion shifts to what the abductors might have sought, with Jameson highlighting
the significance of Eve's pockets being searched. The protagonist suddenly realizes the
kidnappers may be after the elusive "disk," a key mystery they've been investigating

for months, connecting Toby's abduction to a larger puzzle.

The chapter concludes with Eve emerging from the shower in a towel, her presence
reigniting tension. Grayson avoids looking at her, while Jameson focuses on the

protagonist. Eve requests a bandage, her demeanor unselfconscious despite the



charged atmosphere. Her appearance—darkened wet hair and striking
features—further emphasizes her resemblance to Emily, leaving the protagonist and
the Hawthorne brothers grappling with unresolved questions about her true intentions

and Toby's fate.



CHAPTER 9

The chapter opens with the protagonist withholding information about a mysterious
disk from Eve, rationalizing that it might be insignificant. The emotional weight of Eve's
arrival at Hawthorne House is palpable as Mrs. Laughlin, her great-grandmother, reacts
tearfully to seeing her. The-protagonist grapples with guilt and the unspoken truth that
Eve belongs there, while-also giving Jameson mandyGraysan space to process their
trauma. The scene sets the tone for the chapter's exploration of secrets and

unresolved family dynamics.

The protagonist retreats to Tobias Hawthorne's study, focusing on the enigmatic disk
Toby once took from them. The disk, engraved with concentric circles, holds unknown
value, hinted at by Toby's cryptic message to the protagonist's mother. Despite
extensive research into art, ancient civilizations, and secret societies, no records of the
disk exist. Jameson's global search of Hawthorne properties has also yielded nothing,

leaving the protagonist frustrated and isolated in their quest for answers.

The narrative shifts to a tense interaction with Xander and Max, who confront the
protagonist about keeping Eve's existence a secret. Xander's humorous yet pointed
remarks highlight the protagonist's dilemma—balancing trust and secrecy. The
conversation reveals Xander's loyalty and the complexities of their relationships. The
mood lightens momentarily with pie and banter, but the underlying tension remains as
the protagonist acknowledges their deliberate omission to protect sensitive

information.

The chapter concludes with a phone call from Oren, who reports a 911 call about
"shots fired" at the location where Eve was supposed to meet Toby. Though no
evidence of an altercation was found, the incident raises alarms. Oren assigns a
security detail to shadow Eve, emphasizing caution. The protagonist's instinctive touch

of their Hawthorne pin underscores their growing unease, leaving the reader with a



cliffhanger about Toby's fate and Eve's true intentions.



CHAPTER 10

The chapter opens with the protagonist being introduced to the Hawthorne family's
unique version of Chutes and Ladders by Xander, which involves physical challenges
and strategic elements rather than a traditional board game. As the protagonist heads
to the Versailles wing to convince Eve to participate, they encounter Grayson, whose
presence triggers a flashback toja past eventyjwhereshejheroically saved a toddler from
drowning. The tension between Grayson and Eve is palpable, with the protagonist
noting their unspoken dynamics and Eve's insistence that security should focus on

Toby rather than her.

The game's rules are explained by Xander, revealing an elaborate setup involving
pillow fights, hidden chutes within Hawthorne House, and a race to climb to the roof
using unconventional tools like grappling hooks and rope ladders. The competitive
nature of the game is underscored by Xander's playful yet menacing demeanor, while
Max's sarcastic commentary adds levity. The stakes are raised when Grayson reveals
that choosing climbing supplies requires each participant to share a secret, a twist that

forces vulnerability and strategic disclosure among the players.

Secrets begin to unfold as Grayson admits to kissing a girl at Harvard, Max confesses
to a hidden nerdy tattoo, and the protagonist shares their fear that Tobias Hawthorne
may have chosen the wrong heir. Xander drops a bombshell by revealing he has
discovered the identity of his father, shocking Grayson and the others. The emotional
weight of these revelations contrasts with the game's playful exterior, highlighting the

complex relationships and personal struggles within the Hawthorne family.

The chapter ends with Eve picking up a grappling hook, her reaction to the secrets still
unclear, leaving the reader intrigued about her next move. The interplay of
competition, trust, and hidden truths sets the stage for further tension and character

development, as the game becomes a metaphor for the larger dynamics at play in the



Hawthorne household. The blend of action, emotion, and mystery keeps the narrative

engaging and propels the story forward.



CHAPTER 11

The chapter opens with the narrator observing Eve's competitive nature and her
seamless integration into Hawthorne House during a game of Chutes and Ladders.
Eve's presence notably affects Grayson, hinting at underlying tensions. Jameson, ever
the provocateur, teases the-narrator about their placement in the game while subtly
masking his concern for-Grayson. The rooftoprsettinghecomes a backdrop for deeper
conversations, with the narrator expressing worry over Grayson's emotional state,
suggesting his struggles have been long-standing. Jameson's response reveals the
Hawthorne family's unspoken rule against vulnerability, setting the tone for the

chapter's exploration of hidden pain.

A pivotal moment occurs when the narrator uses the code word "Tahiti" to prompt
Jameson to confront his emotions. Jameson confesses his guilt over Emily's death,
revealing his internal turmoil. The narrator reassures him, but Jameson redirects the
conversation to the narrator's jealousy of Eve's connection to Grayson and the
Hawthorne family. This leads to a raw admission from the narrator, who acknowledges
feeling displaced by Eve's newfound ties to Toby and the estate. Despite these
emotions, the narrator resolves to trust Eve with information about a mysterious disk

Toby left behind, signaling a tentative alliance.

The tension escalates as Max and Xander join the group on the roof, lightening the
mood momentarily. Eve, sensing the underlying scrutiny, directly asks if she's passed
some unspoken test. The narrator responds by revealing the drawing of the disk,
explaining its significance and Toby's connection to it. Eve's reaction is a mix of
curiosity and concern, questioning how the narrator knows about the disk's value. The
narrator shares limited details, focusing instead on Toby's letter to their mother, and

presses Eve for any clues Toby might have shared about the disk's whereabouts.



The chapter concludes with a chilling realization: if Toby was taken for the disk, his
captors might harm him further once they obtain it. This thought leaves the narrator
and Eve grappling with fear and urgency. The shared concern for Toby's safety
momentarily bridges their personal tensions, hinting at a fragile unity in the face of
danger. The chapter masterfully blends emotional vulnerability with suspense, setting

the stage for the next steps in their search for Toby and the disk.



CHAPTER 12

The chapter opens with Avery finding solace in Jameson's presence after a night of
unsettling dreams about her mother, Toby, and fire. Her morning is interrupted by her
sister Libby's outrage over another provocative cowboy hat gifted by Nash, sparking a
heated denial of their romantic connection. Libby insists she is "deficient in love,"
refusing to acknowledge any feelings foriNashydespite’Avery's teasing. The
lighthearted moment shifts when Oren arrives with a mysterious, heavily screened
envelope addressed to Avery, hinting at a darker turn in the ongoing mystery

surrounding Toby's disappearance.

Avery's anxiety spikes as she opens the envelope, discovering a golden disk—a
significant artifact—alongside a cryptic message. The disk's presence suggests Toby's
abductor either doesn't understand its value or has a more sinister motive. Jameson
joins her, theorizing the message could be "proof of life," but Avery corrects him,
noting it only confirms Toby's captivity. The tension escalates as they examine the
blood-red script on expensive linen paper, its fragmented letters forming an eerie,
incomplete puzzle. The disk feels like a taunt, intensifying Avery's fear for Toby's

safety.

Jameson deciphers the message as a coded puzzle, a tactic favored by his grandfather.
By inserting the same five-letter sequence into each blank, the fragments reveal
chilling words: "Avenge," "Revenge," and "Vengeance." The final line, once decoded,
reads "Avenger," implying the sender's identity or motive. Avery's realization that the
abductor seeks retribution rather than ransom deepens the mystery, leaving her and
Jameson to grapple with the implications. The chapter ends on a foreboding note, with

the word "Avenger" hanging ominously between them.

The chapter masterfully blends personal dynamics with escalating suspense. Libby and

Nash's banter provides brief levity, while the arrival of the disk and coded message



thrusts Avery back into the central conflict. The discovery that Toby's abduction may
be driven by vengeance—not greed—adds layers to the mystery, raising stakes for
Avery and Jameson. The cryptic message's resolution leaves readers questioning the
"Avenger's" identity and motives, setting the stage for further unraveling in the story's

central conspiracy.



CHAPTER 13

The chapter opens with the protagonist gathering Grayson, Xander, and Eve in the
library to reveal a mysterious disk and a cryptic message. Eve reacts with hesitation,
sensing the disk's significant value, while Grayson notes the absence of a ransom
demand. The protagonist reflects on three possible motives for Toby's kidnapping, with
revenge emerging as the most likely. The group decodes‘the message, linking it to the
tragic Hawthorne Island fire decades earlier, which claimed three lives—an event tied

to both the protagonist's and Grayson's families.

The discussion shifts to the fire's aftermath, revealing Toby's reckless role and the
victims' identities: David Golding, Colin Anders Wright, and Kaylie Rooney. Xander
summarizes the incident as a mix of arson and tragedy, while the protagonist realizes
the Rooney family—her maternal relatives—may seek vengeance against the
Hawthornes. Grayson confirms the familial connections, highlighting the Rooneys'
criminal background and their hatred for the Hawthornes. The tension escalates as the
protagonist steps out to confront her grandmother, a volatile figure with a history of

violence.

In a tense phone call, the protagonist confronts her grandmother, who responds with
threats and hostility. The grandmother implies she has kidnapped a Hawthorne
grandson, but the protagonist deduces she is bluffing, as Toby's survival remains
unknown to the Rooneys. The call ends with vicious barking dogs and a chilling
warning, leaving the protagonist shaken but certain the Rooneys are not behind Toby's
disappearance. Nash Hawthorne arrives, offering comfort as the protagonist steels

herself, revealing her preparedness for conflict.

The chapter concludes with Nash comforting the protagonist, who asserts her physical
and tactical skills despite her emotional turmoil. The exchange underscores her

resilience and determination to protect her family. The unresolved tension with the



Rooneys and the looming threat of revenge create a cliffhanger, setting the stage for
further investigation into Toby's kidnapping. The protagonist's internal conflict and
external threats highlight the chapter's themes of family legacy, vengeance, and

survival.



CHAPTER 14

The chapter opens with the group reconvening in the library to analyze the mysterious
envelope, message, and disk. Avery confidently dismisses the Rooney family as
suspects in Toby's disappearance, citing their violent tendencies but lack of concrete
knowledge about his survival. Grayson similarly clears his estranged Grayson relatives,
though his claim about Sheffield Grayson'swhereaboutsyis a carefully constructed lie
to conceal his father's death. The conversation shifts to the remaining suspect—the
family of David Golding, the third victim—as Oren volunteers to investigate,

maintaining his shadowy presence.

The group begins questioning the motive behind Toby's abduction, with Jameson
pointing out that the message was addressed to Avery, suggesting she might be the
true target. This sparks a debate about Avery's potential enemies, given her high-
profile position. Meanwhile, Xander proposes an alternative angle: focusing on the
coded message itself rather than revenge. The brothers recognize the style of their
grandfather Tobias Hawthorne's intricate puzzles, implying the perpetrator is someone

familiar with his games—a revelation that narrows their suspect pool significantly.

The discussion turns to Skye Hawthorne, the brothers' manipulative mother, as the
most likely culprit. Jameson and Grayson insist on confronting her directly, despite
Nash's objections and Avery's skepticism about Skye's willingness to cooperate. Eve
suggests using the disk as leverage, but Avery doubts Skye would part with anything
valuable, given her disinherited status. Grayson theorizes that Skye's reaction to the
disk could reveal her involvement, while Avery firmly insists on joining any
confrontation, despite Oren's strong warnings about the dangers of engaging with

Skye.

Tensions rise as the brothers clash over their next steps, with Jameson and Grayson

advocating for direct action while Nash resists. The chapter highlights the group's



dynamic—banter, sibling rivalry, and shared trauma—as they grapple with the puzzle's
layers. The unresolved confrontation with Skye looms large, setting the stage for a
high-stakes encounter that could expose the truth behind Toby's disappearance or
plunge them deeper into danger. The chapter ends on a note of suspense,

emphasizing the personal risks involved in pursuing the truth.



CHAPTER 15

The chapter opens with the protagonists traveling in an SUV, accompanied by
bodyguards, as tensions rise between brothers Jameson and Grayson. Jameson
questions Grayson's decision to delay his return to Harvard, implying his stay is
motivated by concern for Eve, a vulnerable newcomer to their circle. Grayson defends
his choice, citing a threat against their family;but Jameson remains skeptical, warning
him not to confuse Eve with Emily, a figure from their past. The exchange reveals
Grayson's internal struggle with his protective instincts and the emotional weight he

carries as the family's de facto leader.

The conflict deepens as Grayson recounts a late-night encounter with Eve, where she
shared her fears of being perceived as weak. This moment humanizes Eve, showing
her resilience despite her traumatic past, and resonates with Grayson, who recognizes
their shared burden of perfectionism. Jameson mocks Grayson's emotional
vulnerability, but Nash intervenes, diffusing the tension as the group arrives at their
destination—a suburban neighborhood where Skye Hawthorne, their estranged
mother, now lives. The contrast between her modest surroundings and the opulent

Hawthorne House underscores the family's fractured dynamics.

Upon meeting Skye, the brothers are met with her trademark manipulative charm. She
deflects their accusations of abandonment, painting herself as the wronged party and
dismissing their grievances as childish. Grayson confronts her about her past actions,
but Skye twists the narrative, portraying herself as a victim of circumstance. Her
revelation of a recent marriage to her defense attorney adds another layer to her
enigmatic persona, leaving the brothers wary of her motives. The interaction highlights
Skye's ability to unsettle her sons, even as they attempt to maintain control of the

conversation.



The chapter concludes with Skye's smug disclosure of her new marital status, further
complicating the family's already strained relationships. Her marriage to her attorney
suggests a calculated move, reinforcing her reputation for self-serving behavior. The
brothers' reactions range from disbelief to resignation, underscoring the emotional toll
of their mother's unpredictability. The encounter leaves the group—and the
reader—questioning Skye's true intentions and how her presence will impact their

ongoing investigation into the threat against the Hawthorne family.



CHAPTER 16

The chapter opens with a tense walk down a driveway as the characters grapple with
the emotional fallout of a confrontation with Skye, their mother. Jameson masks his
pain with sarcasm, joking about being conceived for the Hawthorne fortune, while
Grayson internalizes his hurt;,.insisting he can handle himself. The siblings' dynamic is
fraught with unspoken tension,-highlightediby-a silent staring contest between
Grayson and Jameson, revealing their shared but unacknowledged anguish. The
narrator, observing their pain, reflects on Skye's inability to love her children

unconditionally.

During the drive back to Hawthorne House, Nash shares a poignant memory of Skye's
fleeting moments of maternal warmth during her pregnancies, only to abandon her
children soon after. He reveals how she willingly gave them to their grandfather,
prioritizing her father's approval and the family fortune over her own children. This
revelation deepens the narrator's understanding of Nash's detachment and his resolve
to be different if he ever has a child. Nash's heartfelt declaration that his future

daughter will be his "whole world" contrasts sharply with Skye's neglect.

The mood shifts abruptly when Oren receives a call about a security breach in the
tunnels beneath Hawthorne House. The narrator's initial panic subsides as they realize
the intruder is likely Rebecca, a familiar figure. This moment underscores the constant
undercurrent of danger and secrecy that pervades their lives, even as they process
deep emotional wounds. The chapter ends on a note of suspense, leaving the reader

eager to discover Rebecca's motives and the implications of her intrusion.

Throughout the chapter, the characters' complex relationships and unresolved
traumas are laid bare, particularly their fraught connections to Skye. The interplay of
humor, pain, and vulnerability reveals the depth of their bonds and the scars left by

their mother's abandonment. The sudden shift to a security threat serves as a



reminder that their personal struggles are set against a backdrop of larger, looming

dangers, adding layers of tension and intrigue to the narrative.



CHAPTER 17

The chapter opens with Avery finding Rebecca in the hidden tunnels beneath the
Hawthorne estate, a place Tobias Hawthorne had once shown her as a child. Rebecca
stands stiffly before a concrete wall, her red hair wild and her emotions raw. When
Avery approaches, Rebecca-initially mistakes her for Xander and then tries to push her
away, but Avery refuses-to leave. The tension-betweemithem is palpable, with Rebecca
using silence as both a weapon and a shield, a habit she developed after her sister

Emily’s death. The scene sets the stage for a deeply emotional confrontation.

Rebecca reveals that she and others have told Eve the truth about Toby’s adoption,
and Eve now wants to meet Rebecca’s mother, Mallory. This news unsettles Rebecca,
as Mallory is Eve’s grandmother and has endured immense grief—losing Toby to
adoption and later Emily to illness. Rebecca struggles with the idea of introducing Eve
to her mother, fearing it will reopen old wounds. Her voice trembles with a mix of
anger and sorrow as she confesses how much Eve resembles Emily, both in

appearance and voice, which only deepens her pain.

The conversation shifts to Rebecca’s guilt and unresolved feelings about Emily. She
recalls their last fight, which occurred just before Emily’s death, and how Emily would
have made her work for forgiveness. Rebecca also mentions cutting her hair short,
something Emily would have disapproved of, symbolizing her struggle to break free
from her sister’s shadow. Avery tries to reassure Rebecca that she is her own person,
but Rebecca’s self-doubt lingers. She questions whether she deserves to move on or if

the universe is punishing her for wanting to.

In the final moments, Rebecca grapples with the impending task of telling her mother
about Eve, fearing Mallory will see Eve as a replacement for Emily. Avery offers to
accompany her, but Rebecca declines, asserting that she must face this alone. The

chapter ends with Rebecca steeling herself, embodying a newfound resilience despite



her pain. The emotional weight of the scene underscores the themes of grief, identity,
and the complexities of family bonds, leaving readers with a poignant sense of

Rebecca’s inner turmoil and strength.



CHAPTER 18

After Rebecca leaves, the protagonist remains in the tunnels, contemplating their next
move before returning to Hawthorne House through a hidden staircase. Upon
regaining cell reception, they make a decisive phone call to Thea Calligaris, a
character with whom they-share a complex, evolving relationship. Thea responds with
her signature sarcasm, hinting-at their unlikely-friendship. The protagonist hesitates
before revealing their purpose for calling, setting the stage for a significant

conversation about a mysterious girl named Eve.

Thea, now a successful influencer, initially deflects the seriousness of the call with her
trademark wit. However, the tone shifts as the protagonist discloses that Eve bears an
uncanny resemblance to someone from their past—likely Emily, Thea's late best
friend. The revelation that Eve wants to meet Rebecca's mother adds another layer of
tension. Thea's uncharacteristic silence underscores the gravity of the situation, and
she acknowledges the bizarre nature of the circumstances, even by Hawthorne

standards.

Despite her hardened exterior, Thea's concern for Rebecca becomes apparent. The
protagonist probes Thea's emotional state, but she deflects with humor, maintaining
her "bitch aesthetic." Thea deduces that 