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Chapter 23: A Case Not Closed

"A Case Not Closed" revisits the haunting mysteries of the Osage murder cases,
shining a light on the unresolved questions that continue to linger decades later. It
exposes the gaps in the official investigation and raises new suspicions about the
tragic death of W. W. Vaughan and others whose fates remain unclear. Although Hale
and his accomplices were convicted fororchestratingyseveral of the Osage murders,
their convictions did not bring full closure, as many unanswered questions still persist.
Specifically, the responsibility for Vaughan’s murder—and the possibility of additional
perpetrators beyond Hale’s inner circle—was never definitively determined. This
unsettling reality suggests that other conspirators may have escaped justice, leaving

crucial parts of the story untold.

In Oklahoma City, the narrator meets with Martha Vaughan, the granddaughter of W.
W. Vaughan, who has spent years delving into her family’s history in search of the
truth. With her cousin Melville by her side, she shares extensive research that points to
a larger conspiracy surrounding Vaughan's death, casting doubt on the official
narrative that linked it solely to Hale’s criminal enterprise. Their findings suggest that
Vaughan may have been targeted because of what he knew—potentially exposing
figures who had a financial interest in maintaining silence. The implications of their
research are profound, challenging the long-held assumption that Hale and his
associates were the only masterminds behind the murders. If Vaughan was killed to
suppress incriminating information, then his murder was not merely an extension of
the broader Osage killings but an act of premeditated silencing orchestrated by

individuals with deeper ties to power and corruption.

The investigation then takes a crucial turn toward H. G. Burt, a man whose financial
dealings and proximity to key figures in the Osage scandal make him a person of

interest. Burt's involvement in managing Osage funds, particularly as the guardian of



George Bigheart’s daughter, suggests he may have had personal and financial
motivations to protect himself. His legal authority over tribal assets placed him in a
powerful position, allowing him to manipulate financial transactions with little
oversight. This control over Osage wealth—and the questionable activities linked to
it—raises the possibility that Burt played a significant role in Vaughan’s demise,
whether directly or indirectly. If Vaughan had discovered financial irregularities
implicating Burt, it would have given the latter ample reason to eliminate him as a

threat.

As the narrator unearths more historical records and testimonies, the suspicions
surrounding Burt only intensify. News reports from the era, along with an informant’s
account, indicate that Burt was present around the time of Vaughan’s disappearance,
suggesting he may have had knowledge of the crime or direct involvement. Given
Burt's deep connections to individuals with vested interests in Osage wealth, his
potential participation in Vaughan’s murder fits within a broader pattern of corruption
and cover-ups. However, due to the passage of time and the selective retention of
legal records, the precise details of his role remain elusive. Even though circumstantial
evidence points in his direction, definitive proof that he orchestrated or facilitated

Vaughan’s killing remains just out of reach.

This chapter underscores the immense difficulty of untangling historical crimes,
especially when evidence was deliberately concealed or destroyed. The narrator
grapples with the moral dilemma of implicating Burt without concrete proof,
acknowledging the limits of investigative research in uncovering absolute truths. While
the available evidence strongly suggests Burt's involvement, history is rarely so black
and white, and the case remains open-ended. Despite the advances made in
understanding the Osage murders, many aspects of the case remain unresolved,
leaving the victims’ families without the closure they deserve. In the end, the chapter
reflects on the larger challenges of achieving justice in crimes that were designed to
remain hidden, reinforcing the sobering reality that history often leaves as many

questions as it answers.



Chapter 25: The Lost Manuscript

The Lost Manuscript brings to mind stories of cultural identity and historical struggles,
much like the challenges faced by the Osage Nation. In June 2015, at the urging of
Kathryn Red Corn, | visited the Osage Nation and observed a vast windmill farm spread
across the open plains west of Pawhuska, Oklahoma. The towering wind turbines
stretched across more than eight thousand acres, generating electricity for tens of
thousands of homes. However, despite the ‘promise of renewable energy, the project
stirred controversy among the Osage, who saw it as another challenge to their

sovereignty, echoing historical battles over control of their land and resources.

Over a century after discovering vast oil reserves beneath their territory, the Osage
found themselves once again in a legal struggle to protect their rights. The federal
government, acting on behalf of the Osage, filed a lawsuit against Enel, an Italian
energy company responsible for the wind farm, alleging that it had violated the 1906
Allotment Act. The Osage argued that the excavation work required for the wind
turbines’ foundations infringed on their mineral rights, yet the courts ruled in Enel’s
favor, determining that the company was not engaged in mineral extraction. Despite
the legal setback, the case reignited discussions about the ongoing struggles
indigenous communities face in safeguarding their lands from corporate and

governmental encroachment.

At the same time, new environmental regulations introduced in 2014 significantly
restricted oil drilling in Osage County, leading to an unprecedented decline in
exploration activities. As a result, the local economy, historically reliant on oil revenue,
suffered a notable downturn. The dwindling drilling operations underscored the
continued tension between environmental concerns and economic stability, leaving
the Osage community grappling with the consequences of shifting policies that

affected both their financial future and their control over natural resources.



While investigating the broader history of the Osage murders, | made an unexpected
discovery at the Pawhuska public library: a long-forgotten manuscript detailing the
1918 murder of Mary Lewis. The document, compiled by Lewis’s descendant, Anna
Marie Jefferson, unveiled a chilling tale of betrayal driven by greed. Lewis, a wealthy
Osage woman, was deceived by Thomas Middleton, a man she trusted, who conspired
with an accomplice to lure her to Texas, murder her, and claim her headrights through

fraud and impersonation.

Despite Middleton’s confession, which led to his conviction, his death sentence was
later commuted, and he was released early—a decision,that enraged Lewis’s family
and reinforced the sense of injustice faced by the Osage. This case, largely
overshadowed by the more infamous Reign of Terror orchestrated by William Hale in
the 1920s, revealed a pattern of exploitation that had begun long before and
continued well beyond Hale’s reign. The realization that systematic killings and
financial schemes targeting the Osage predated Hale’s conspiracies added new layers

to the tragic history of their struggle for autonomy and justice.

The discovery of Lewis’s story deepened my understanding of the prolonged and
calculated efforts to dispossess the Osage of their wealth. It became clear that the
murders were not isolated acts of violence but rather a widespread and persistent
pattern of exploitation that had been overlooked in mainstream historical accounts.
The Osage had faced relentless attempts to strip them of their land, wealth, and

rights—whether through fraudulent guardianships, legal loopholes, or outright murder.

As the chapter unfolds, it draws unsettling parallels between the past and present,
illustrating how the Osage continue to battle against external forces seeking to control
their land and resources. From the early 20th-century headright murders to
contemporary legal battles over energy development, the struggle for sovereignty
remains an ongoing fight. These stories of resilience and resistance serve as a
reminder that history does not exist in isolation but continues to shape the challenges

faced by indigenous communities today.



Chapter 6: Million Dollar EIm

In Chapter 6, "Million Dollar EIm," the story vividly captures the explosive wealth that
transformed the Osage Nation into one of the richest communities per capita in the
world. The epicenter of this financial windfall was in Pawhuska, Oklahoma, where oil
magnates and speculators gathered beneath the legendary Million Dollar EIm tree to
compete for lucrative 0il leases on-Osage land. These auctions, conducted under the
oversight of the U.S. Department ‘of the'lnterior, were among the most extravagant in
American history, with miltions of dollars exchanging hands within minutes. The
spectacle of Osage-controlled oil wealth attracted national attention, drawing
comparisons to European royalty and the lavish excess of Monte Carlo, earning

Pawhuska the nickname "Osage Monte Carlo."

As the oil boom surged, some of the most powerful figures in the industry arrived to
stake their claim in the Osage oil fields. Among them were E.W. Marland, Bill Skelly,
and Harry Sinclair, men who had already amassed great fortunes and sought to
expand their empires through the strategic acquisition of drilling rights. At the helm of
the high-stakes bidding wars was Colonel Ellsworth E. Walters, a seasoned auctioneer
whose commanding presence turned each event into a theatrical spectacle, coaxing
the oil barons into raising their bids ever higher. Under his expert showmanship, the
price of leases skyrocketed, with some single parcels of Osage land fetching over a
million dollars, cementing the Osage people’s status as some of the wealthiest

landowners in the world.

While these bidding wars created instant millionaires, the chapter does not shy away
from exploring the hidden dangers that accompanied this immense wealth. As money
flooded into the Osage Nation, white Americans—many of whom viewed Native

Americans as unfit to manage wealth—began plotting ways to control these fortunes.

This led to the establishment of the government-mandated guardianship system,



which assigned white "guardians" to oversee the financial affairs of full-blood Osage
individuals, effectively stripping them of direct access to their own money. While
justified as a measure to prevent financial mismanagement, this system became a tool
of systemic fraud, theft, and exploitation, allowing corrupt guardians to embezzle

millions from their Osage wards under the guise of financial oversight.

The vast wealth of the Osage also exposed deep societal fractures, highlighting the
stark contrast between prosperity and racial inequality in early 20th-century America.
While some Osage families.indulged in lavish lifestyles—purchasing luxury
automobiles, European fashion, and sprawling estates-——many were unfairly ridiculed
as reckless spenders. Meanwhile, white oilmen and business elites, who openly
coveted the Osage wealth, justified their own excesses as the product of hard work
and ingenuity, perpetuating a double standard that ignored the Osage’s rightful
ownership of their oil-rich lands. Even within their own communities, Osage citizens
were subject to financial restrictions, requiring government approval for basic
purchases—a demeaning process that reinforced their second-class status in a system

that had been designed to protect white financial interests above all else.

Beyond the immediate economic impact, the chapter delves into the cultural and
societal transformation of Pawhuska, a town that evolved from a modest prairie
settlement into a thriving commercial hub seemingly overnight. The oil wealth fueled a
construction boom, leading to the rise of opulent mansions, banks, luxury hotels, and
high-end shops, turning Pawhuska into a destination for investors, politicians, and
opportunists. Yet, beneath the glitz and glamour, resentment simmered, as many
white residents resented the Osage for their sudden prosperity, believing that wealth
should be earned through labor rather than inherited through land rights. This
undercurrent of jealousy and greed laid the foundation for a sinister wave of violence,

deception, and betrayal that would soon engulf the Osage people.

The Million Dollar EIm auctions, though symbolic of Osage prosperity, also
foreshadowed the tragic events to come, as powerful white businessmen, corrupt

officials, and even local law enforcement conspired to systematically strip the Osage of



their wealth through fraud, coercion, and murder. What should have been a golden era
of opportunity and growth for the Osage instead became a period of unimaginable
loss, as a hidden war was waged over oil money, inheritance rights, and the control of
Osage fortunes. The chapter masterfully juxtaposes the dazzling highs of newfound
wealth with the dark undercurrents of exploitation and racism, illustrating how

prosperity can become a curse when greed and corruption run unchecked.

Through vivid depictions of the high-stakes auctions, the extravagant spending, and
the growing tensions,-the chapter.paints a nuanced portrait of an era where ambition,
excess, and injustice collided. The wealth of the Osage Nation, instead of guaranteeing
security, made them targets for some of the most ruthless crimes in American history,
crimes that would take years to fully uncover and decades to even begin to rectify.
Under the shade of the Million Dollar EIm, history was made—but for the Osage people,

it came at a devastating cost that would haunt generations to come.



Chapter 14: Dying Words

In September 1925, Tom White intensified his investigation into the secrets that
William K. Hale and his nephews were concealing, suspecting that Bill Smith, Mollie
Burkhart’s brother-in-law, had discovered something that put his life in danger. Smith’s
dying words hinted at the growing conspiracy surrounding Osage oil wealth, as he
believed his mother-inslaw; Lizzie, had heempaisoned;possibly as part of a broader
scheme to eliminate Osage landowners. Before he was killed in a house explosion,
Smith exhibited paranoia and distress, with a nurse later recalling how he muttered

feverishly about his fears and regretted possibly revealing critical information.

Before his death, Smith had confided in his doctors, James and David Shoun, and a
lawyer, potentially identifying those responsible for the Osage killings. Though they
initially denied hearing anything incriminating, later evidence confirmed that Smith
had named William Hale and Ernest Burkhart as his only enemies. This admission was
crucial, as Hale—known as "the King of the Osage Hills"—was at the center of a vast
network of corruption designed to seize control of Osage wealth through manipulation,

fraud, and murder.

Further investigation revealed that the Shoun brothers were not just doctors but key
players in the conspiracy, as they sought to secure control over Smith’s wife, Rita’s
estate, rather than assist in bringing the criminals to justice. White’'s inquiry exposed a
widespread system of corruption within the guardianship program, which had been
established to "protect" Osage finances but was instead being exploited by wealthy
white businessmen, lawyers, and even law enforcement officials. These appointed
guardians systematically embezzled millions of dollars by inflating prices, siphoning
money through fraudulent deals, and outright stealing from the Osage families they

were meant to protect.



A government investigation later estimated that at least $8 million had been stolen
from Osage accounts before 1925, a staggering sum that underscored the
institutionalized exploitation of the tribe. The corruption was not limited to the legal
guardians but extended to local politicians, traders, and bankers, all of whom colluded
to defraud the Osage of their rightful wealth. This network of financial and legal
predators turned the "Indian business" into a fully organized criminal enterprise, where
bribes, cover-ups, and targeted murders ensured that the Osage remained vulnerable

while their fortunes were systematically drained.

The scale of abuse was so extensive that investigations, documented horrifying cases
of neglect and outright cruelty, including Osage widows being left destitute while their
children starved because funds were withheld. Many Osage families were well aware
that they were being robbed, but the deeply ingrained corruption made it nearly
impossible to fight back, as those responsible for protecting their rights were often the
ones orchestrating the theft. Guardianships were used as political rewards, granting
corrupt individuals near-total control over Osage finances and ensuring that the cycle

of exploitation continued without consequence.

Despite the Osage community’s growing desperation, few within the legal system had
the courage or integrity to challenge the status quo, leaving White’s team as one of
the only forces working to expose the full scope of the conspiracy. The investigation
into Smith’s murder and Hale’s involvement was no longer just about securing justice
for a single family—it had become a battle against a deeply rooted system of racial
and financial oppression. White knew that dismantling Hale’'s empire of greed meant
facing off against some of the most powerful men in Oklahoma, all of whom had a

vested interest in ensuring that the truth never came to light.

As the chapter concludes, it becomes clear that the Osage murders were not random
acts of violence but part of a methodical and highly organized effort to strip a
community of its wealth through deception, exploitation, and murder. The vast scale of
fraud, bribery, and systematic abuse painted a haunting picture of how greed had

corrupted every level of local governance, leaving the Osage to fend for themselves in



a world where even their protectors were complicit in their destruction. White’s pursuit
of justice was no longer just about catching murderers—it was about exposing one of
the darkest chapters of American history, where an entire people were targeted for

their prosperity and left defenseless in the face of unrelenting greed.



Chapter 18: The State of the Game

White and Frank Smith, driven by their relentless commitment to justice, made a
crucial breakthrough in their investigation during the late 1920s when they obtained
information from an imprisoned informant, Burt Lawson. In The State of the Game of
criminal investigations during.this period, Lawson initially claimed to have direct
knowledge of the Osage murders. Howevenas-'Whiteimeticulously worked through his
statements, it became clear that he had been manipulated into taking the blame for
the explosion that killed Bill Smith and his wife, Rita. Under increasing pressure from
White’s sharp interrogation tactics, Lawson admitted that his confession was
fabricated, revealing that the real orchestrator behind the murders was none other

than William K. Hale.

Hale, a man with considerable influence and a coldly calculated mind, had carefully
devised a sinister plan to accumulate wealth by eliminating Osage landowners through
a combination of coercion, fraud, and murder. By infiltrating the family structures of
Osage individuals, often through strategic marriages and legal guardianship
appointments, he ensured that control over Osage oil money was funneled directly into
the hands of white men. His reach extended beyond just the killings—he bribed
officials, manipulated witnesses, and ensured that law enforcement remained either

complicit or powerless, allowing him to continue his crimes unchecked for years.

One of the most disturbing aspects of Hale’s plan was his willingness to exploit his own
family members, including his nephew, Ernest Burkhart, who played a crucial role in
facilitating some of the murders. As White's investigation progressed, Burkhart found
himself caught between loyalty to his uncle and the unbearable weight of his own
guilt. Initially reluctant to cooperate, Burkhart eventually cracked under pressure,
revealing a chilling web of deceit that implicated his uncle in multiple killings, including

those of Henry Roan, Bill and Rita Smith, and others.



Burkhart’s testimony exposed Hale’s ruthless tactics, detailing how he had ensured
that Osage women married his accomplices so that their wealth could be inherited
upon their deaths. These weren’t impulsive acts of violence but rather meticulously
calculated assassinations, designed to leave no suspicion while enabling Hale and his
associates to accumulate unimaginable wealth. The murders were often staged as
accidents or illnesses, with poisonings disguised as natural causes and explosives used

to eliminate entire families in a single strike.

Despite the overwhelming evidence that was mounting against Hale, securing a
conviction proved to be an uphill battle due to his deep,connections within the political
and legal systems of Oklahoma. Investigators faced constant roadblocks, including
witness intimidation, bribery attempts, and legal loopholes that allowed Hale to
maintain his position of power. Many feared that even with the confessions and
testimonies piling up, the justice system—Dbuilt on racial inequality—might fail the

Osage once again, as it had so many times before.

However, White and his team refused to back down, determined to see the case
through to its rightful conclusion. Through painstaking detective work, they compiled
an airtight case, ensuring that Hale’s crimes could no longer be dismissed or ignored.
As evidence continued to surface, it became increasingly difficult for Hale to escape

accountability, and his once ironclad control over the legal system began to crumble.

The unraveling of Hale's empire of corruption marked a significant moment in
American law enforcement history, serving as a testament to the power of
perseverance and the importance of federal intervention in cases of systemic injustice.
The Osage murders had exposed not only the greed and brutality of individual
criminals but also the widespread exploitation and discrimination faced by Native
American communities. What had initially seemed like a case of isolated homicides
was revealed to be one of the most insidious criminal conspiracies in U.S. history,

forcing the country to confront the extent of corruption embedded in its institutions.

As the chapter concludes, it becomes clear that while justice was finally within reach,

the scars left on the Osage Nation would never fully heal. The case was more than just



a legal battle; it represented a fight for recognition, dignity, and the right to exist
without fear of exploitation. Though the convictions of Hale and his accomplices would
mark a turning point, the lingering effects of the Osage murders would serve as a
lasting reminder of the devastating impact of unchecked greed, racial injustice, and

systemic corruption in America’s past.



Chapter 3: King of the Osage Hills

"Chapter 3: King of the Osage Hills" cast a long shadow over the tragedy that struck
Mollie Burkhart’s family. The death of Lizzie Q, Mollie’s mother, further fractured an
already devastated family, reinforcing the brutal reality that no Osage, no matter their
status, was safe from the relentless wave of killings. What had once been a source of
economic power and prestige—the Osagejoil wealths=had become a curse, drawing
greed-driven predators willing to eliminate entire bloodlines to claim their inheritance.
The earlier murders of Anna Brown and Charles Whitehorn had already hinted at a
coordinated effort to target affluent Osage individuals, but with Lizzie's passing, the
pattern became impossible to ignore, forcing Mollie to accept the chilling possibility

that her family was being systematically wiped out.

As grief consumed Mollie, so did the desperate need for justice, but she quickly found
herself at odds with an indifferent legal system, where authorities appeared more
concerned with protecting the interests of white businessmen than solving the
murders of Osage citizens. While whispers of a serial murderer, akin to the infamous
Dr. H. H. Holmes, spread among the Osage, law enforcement dismissed these theories,
choosing instead to attribute the deaths to accidents, alcoholism, or unknown
assailants. The racial divide in justice was glaring, as white victims of violent crime
often saw swift and thorough investigations, while Osage deaths were minimized,
delayed, or outright ignored, leaving grieving families like Mollie’s with no recourse for

answers or accountability.

Faced with inaction and corruption, Mollie sought help from William Hale, one of the
most powerful and respected figures in Osage County, known as "The King of the

Osage Hills." Hale, a wealthy cattle rancher, had built a reputation as a friend of the
Osage, often portraying himself as a benevolent protector of their interests. Despite

lacking an official position in law enforcement, Hale inserted himself into the



investigations, further complicating the already murky lines between justice and
power. To the Osage, he was both an ally and an enigma—a man whose influence and
wealth granted him access to everything, yet whose true motivations remained

uncertain.

As the search for Anna Brown’s killer continued, suspicion fell on various individuals,
including her ex-husband, local criminals, and opportunists who had benefited
financially from Osage deaths. Fairfax and its surrounding areas had become a
breeding ground for_cerruption, fueled by Prohibition-era bootlegging and the oil boom,
which brought fortune-seekers, con artists, and violent men eager to capitalize on the
chaos. Despite numerous-arrests and promising leads, no conviction was secured, and
the investigation cycled through suspects, with each one evading justice through legal

loopholes, bribes, or intimidation tactics.

With each failed attempt to find the real perpetrators, the Osage community grew
increasingly fearful, as it became evident that powerful individuals were not only
orchestrating these crimes but also ensuring they remained unsolved. Some victims,
like Lizzie Q, had shown no immediate signs of violent death, leading to speculation
that poisoning had become a preferred method of murder, allowing killers to act
without arousing immediate suspicion. This realization deepened the Osage’s sense of
helplessness, as the very people they trusted—their doctors, their legal guardians, and

even their neighbors—could be the ones orchestrating their demise.

Ultimately, the investigation into the murders of Anna Brown and Charles Whitehorn
was closed without resolution, their cases labeled unsolved and filed away as cold
cases. For Mollie, this failure was not just a legal injustice but a deeply personal
betrayal, as she faced the devastating truth that her family’s deaths would go
unpunished, their killers left to continue their crimes unchecked. The Osage murders
were more than a string of unexplained deaths—they were a reflection of the dark
intersection of race, power, and unchecked greed, revealing a world where justice
belonged to those who could afford it, and survival often depended on silence and

submission.



Chapter 11: The Third Man

In Chapter 11, "The Third Man," the Bureau’s investigation into the Osage murders
gains momentum as J. Edgar Hoover and Agent Tom White intensify their pursuit of
justice. Hoover, feeling the pressure of public criticism and political scrutiny, becomes
unusually involved in the fieldwork, despite his usual preference for delegation. His
interest is piqued by Necia Kenny, a whiterwoman married to an Osage man, who
claims that A.W. Comstock, a legal guardian of several Osage individuals, is complicit

in the conspiracy to exploit and eliminate them for financial gain.

Though Kenny’s credibility is questionable due to her mental instability, Hoover sees
potential in her claims, particularly as they align with long-standing suspicions of
corruption within the Osage guardianship system. At the same time, Agent White's
investigation pivots toward Bryan Burkhart, the brother-in-law of Mollie Burkhart and
one of the last people seen with Anna Brown before her murder. Bryan originally
provides a strong alibi for the night of Anna’s disappearance, but as White
meticulously scrutinizes his timeline, glaring inconsistencies begin to emerge, raising

doubts about his true whereabouts that night.

White’s dogged efforts lead him to multiple witnesses who contradict Bryan’s original
statements, placing him in the company of Anna Brown at various locations throughout
the evening. More disturbingly, additional testimony suggests that Bryan was seen
returning to the crime scene later with an unidentified third man, casting a new layer
of suspicion over his involvement. This revelation adds a critical dimension to the case,
as it suggests that Anna’s murder was not a spur-of-the-moment crime but rather a

premeditated act involving multiple conspirators working in tandem.

As White and Hoover continue to untangle the intricate web of deceit, they encounter

numerous roadblocks, including missing evidence, uncooperative witnesses, and legal



loopholes manipulated by those protecting Hale and his network. The sheer scale of
the corruption suggests that Anna’s murder—and the killings of many other Osage
people—were not isolated acts of violence, but part of a larger scheme involving
fraudulent guardianships, orchestrated murders, and calculated financial exploitation.
Every step forward in the investigation only reinforces the reality that powerful figures

are working tirelessly to suppress the truth and evade accountability.

The discovery of the “third man” becomes a turning point, signaling that there is still
an unidentified individual who played a crucial role in Anna Brown’s murder, someone
who may hold the key to exposing the entire conspiracy. White’s growing frustration
with the deep-seated corruption within local law enforcement and legal systems only
fuels his determination to press harder, dig deeper, and hold those responsible
accountable. Despite facing increasing resistance from both public officials and private
interests, he remains committed to piecing together the fragmented truths hidden

beneath layers of deception.

Beyond the immediate investigation, the chapter also highlights Hoover’s evolving role
in shaping the Bureau of Investigation, as he continues to push for modernized law
enforcement techniques and stricter oversight to prevent cases like this from being
derailed by corruption. His insistence on following even the most unconventional leads,
including those provided by Necia Kenny, underscores his strategic, albeit often
ruthless, approach to solving high-profile cases. Though he remains skeptical of
fieldwork, his direct involvement in the Osage investigation showcases his growing
ambition to transform the Bureau into a powerful, centralized force against organized

crime and systemic injustice.

As the chapter concludes, the urgency of uncovering the identity of the third man
propels the investigation into uncharted territory, revealing even more disturbing
connections between Hale, Burkhart, and other key players in the murders. White and
his team understand that the closer they get to the truth, the greater the risk of
sabotage, intimidation, and even violence. In a town where money and influence

dictate the course of justice, the fight for the truth is far from over, but White and



Hoover are prepared to see it through, no matter the cost.



Chapter 4: Underground Reservation

The chapter titled "Underground Reservation" explores the extraordinary history of the
Osage people, detailing their journey from a once-dominant presence across vast
regions of the United States to their forced migration and eventual rise to unexpected
wealth through the discovery.of oil beneath their lands. In the 17th century, the Osage
controlled millions of acres, thriving as skilledrhunters and stewards of the land, their
lives deeply intertwined with the spiritual and communal bonds that defined their
society. However, their dominion began to erode following the Louisiana Purchase,
when encroaching settlers, fueled by westward expansion, began to claim Osage

territories.

By the early 19th century, the Osage faced mounting pressure to cede their lands.
Though Thomas Jefferson's 1804 meeting with the Osage started diplomatically, it
quickly gave way to treaties forcing the tribe to relinquish large portions of their
territory. Eventually, the Osage were relocated to a reservation in southeastern
Kansas, where they adapted their traditional lifestyle—centered around buffalo hunting
and deep cultural practices—to their new circumstances. However, even this land
proved temporary, as settlers, driven by the rising value of Kansas farmland, pushed
the Osage off once again, leaving them to search for a permanent homeland amidst

increasing displacement and loss.

In a bold and strategic move, the Osage purchased land in what is now northeastern
Oklahoma, land considered worthless by settlers due to its rocky terrain and poor
agricultural prospects. This decision, though seemingly desperate, would prove
fortuitous—the land sat atop vast reserves of oil, hidden beneath the surface. This
unforeseen twist turned the Osage’s new territory into the first "underground
reservation," a term that reflected their ownership of the mineral rights beneath their

land. As oil was discovered and extracted, the Osage became immensely wealthy, with



the profits transforming their socioeconomic status and drawing the attention of

opportunists and criminals alike.

The chapter intricately weaves this transformational period into the life of Mollie
Burkhart, who serves as a lens through which the Osage’s struggles and triumphs are
explored. Mollie’s family, like many Osage, navigated the challenges of sudden wealth
while grappling with the loss of traditional ways of life. Her father, Ne-kah-e-se-y (later
known as Jimmy), embodied the Osage heritage, but the cultural pressures of
assimilation into a predominantly-white society strained the intergenerational ties that
once defined their identity.:Mollie’s story!highlights the cultural shifts, personal
sacrifices, and resilience of the Osage, illustrating their fight to maintain their identity

amid newfound prosperity.

The chapter also underscores the systematic injustices the Osage endured, from
forced land cessions to the implementation of allotment policies designed to assimilate
Native Americans into white culture. These policies fractured communal landholdings,
assigning individual plots to Osage members and opening opportunities for
exploitation by white settlers. Yet, the Osage displayed remarkable foresight by
ensuring they retained exclusive mineral rights during the allotment process,

inadvertently securing the foundation for their immense oil-driven wealth.

While their newfound affluence brought significant opportunities, it also exposed the
Osage to prejudice, greed, and betrayal. Many white Americans resented the idea of a
Native American tribe enjoying such wealth, fostering envy and schemes to seize
control of their fortunes. The guardianship system, which placed many Osage under
the financial oversight of white guardians, epitomized this exploitation, as it allowed
unscrupulous individuals to manipulate and steal from the Osage while cloaked in legal

authority.

This chapter captures a pivotal era in the Osage’s history—a story of resilience amidst
profound loss and an unexpected rise to wealth that reshaped their future. It examines
themes of colonization, cultural assimilation, and the profound impact of natural

resources on indigenous communities, serving as both a cautionary tale and a



testament to the Osage people’s enduring strength. While oil wealth may have
transformed their fortunes, it also introduced a new era of challenges, placing the

Osage at the center of one of the darkest chapters of greed and betrayal in American

history.



Notes

I'm ready to read and summarize the chapter. Please provide the chapter you'd like

me to read.



Chapter 9: The Undercover Cowboys

In July 1925, Tom White took over as the head of the Oklahoma City field office, tasked
with the formidable challenge of solving the Osage murders that had plagued the
community for years. By this time, the cases had grown cold, riddled with incomplete
leads, and obstructed by corruption, making the pursuit of justice seem nearly
impossible. Enlisting<The Undercover Cowboys, a group of operatives who worked
discreetly to gather evidence and uncover truths,"White aimed to piece together the
scattered nature of the crimes. Victims like Anna Brown, the Smith family, and others
suggested a calculated and systematic effort to eliminate wealthy Osage individuals

rather than the work of a lone murderer acting on impulse.

As White studied the case, he quickly identified critical errors in previous
investigations, which had relied too heavily on unreliable informants, inconsistent
testimonies, and weak evidence that would not hold up in court. Determined to correct
these mistakes, he decided to reconstruct the case from the ground up, building an
unbroken chain of evidence that would finally expose the culprits. However, given the
vast number of murders, the pervasive corruption, and the deep fear instilled in
potential witnesses, White recognized that he could not conduct this investigation

alone.

Instead of relying solely on conventional investigative methods, White implemented a
covert strategy, using undercover agents to infiltrate the community and gather
intelligence. While he remained the public face of the investigation, his
team—composed of experienced operatives with the ability to blend in
seamlessly—would work discreetly in the background. These men, known as
“Cowboys” for their rugged, fearless nature, had years of experience navigating
dangerous situations and were well-equipped to handle the challenges posed by the

lawless landscape of Osage County.



White’s selection process for his team was deliberate, ensuring that each recruit
possessed the right skills and temperament for the task ahead. To prevent personal
bias and shield his family from danger, he excluded his own brother from the
operation, despite his proven investigative skills. His team included a former sheriff
known for his versatility in law enforcement, a seasoned ex-Texas Ranger renowned
for his fearlessness, and a deep-cover operative whose ability to remain unnoticed

made him an invaluable asset.

Among the most crucial additions-was John Burger, an agent already familiar with the
case, making him instrumental in connecting jpast and present leads. White also
recruited Frank Smith, a-man-with an adventurous spirit and an instinct for criminal
investigations, though some within the Bureau dismissed him as lacking formal
education. Perhaps the most unique recruit was John Wren, one of the only American
Indian agents in federal law enforcement, whose intimate understanding of Osage
culture and traditions gave him a critical edge in winning the trust of potential

witnesses.

This diverse and carefully selected squad was tasked with navigating a deeply
corrupted system, where law enforcement officials, politicians, and businessmen all
had vested interests in keeping the truth buried. Their mission was not just to identify
the killers but also to dismantle the larger conspiracy that had allowed these crimes to
continue unchecked for so long. The challenge ahead required separating fact from
fiction, cutting through layers of deception, and ensuring that the evidence they

gathered was not just compelling but irrefutable.

With the stakes higher than ever, White and his team embarked on one of the most
dangerous assignments in Bureau history, fully aware that they were facing powerful
enemies who would stop at nothing to protect their interests. This chapter sets the
stage for a battle between truth and corruption, with White and his team determined
to bring justice to a community that had suffered too long in silence. The Osage
murders were more than a crime—they were a calculated betrayal, and White was

prepared to do whatever it took to bring those responsible to justice.



Chapter 8: Department of Easy Virtue

In the summer of 1925, Tom White, a veteran special agent of the Bureau of
Investigation, received an urgent summons from J. Edgar Hoover, the Bureau’s newly
appointed director, to meet in Washington, D.C.. At the time, Hoover was in the midst
of overhauling the Bureau,-which had become synonymous with corruption and
inefficiency, earning the-scornful nicknamey“the Department of Easy Virtue." White, a
former Texas Ranger whose law enforcement career was rooted in the traditions of
frontier justice, was a man of principle and discipline, yet his rugged, independent
methods stood in contrast to Hoover’s vision for a highly regimented, modernized

agency.

Unlike Hoover, who was determined to create a centralized, data-driven Bureau, White
embodied the old-school approach to policing—relying on intuition, face-to-face
investigations, and fieldwork rather than bureaucratic oversight. He had built his
reputation through dogged perseverance, fearlessness, and an unwavering
commitment to justice, qualities that had earned him a reputation as one of the most
reliable lawmen of his time. However, his career had evolved alongside the shifting
landscape of American law enforcement, moving from the days of horseback pursuits
and shootouts to an era where scientific methods and structured legal frameworks

were beginning to redefine the field.

Hoover, aware of the mounting criticism of his leadership and the Bureau’s inability to
solve major cases, needed someone like White—a lawman with an untainted
reputation and a proven ability to navigate complex cases. The Bureau had failed to
bring justice in the Osage murders, a case that had become an embarrassment to
federal law enforcement, exposing glaring weaknesses in investigative practices and
raising concerns of corruption within the government itself. The Osage people, victims

of a systematic campaign of murder and exploitation, had waited years for answers,



yet law enforcement had failed them at every turn, allowing the perpetrators to

continue killing with impunity.

Upon his arrival in Washington, White found himself stepping into an environment
drastically different from the one he was accustomed to. While he was used to tracking
fugitives in the harsh Texas terrain, Hoover’s Bureau operated from behind desks,
through files, and with strict procedural oversight—a stark contrast to White’s direct,
hands-on approach to law enforcement. Hoover, keenly aware that his own career
hinged on proving the-Bureau’s effectiveness, made it clear that the Osage case was
not just another murder investigation, but a defining test of the Bureau’s credibility

under his leadership.

Despite White's deep respect for traditional law enforcement methods, he recognized
the value in Hoover’s push for modernization, particularly when it came to
standardizing investigative procedures and improving forensic capabilities. His past
work, particularly his undercover mission as a warden in the Atlanta penitentiary, had
demonstrated his ability to adapt to complex, high-stakes environments, making him
the ideal candidate for Hoover’s mission. His task was simple in concept but daunting
in execution—bring the Osage murderers to justice and restore faith in the Bureau of

Investigation.

The Osage murder investigation was far more than a case—it was a battle against
deeply entrenched corruption, racial prejudice, and powerful men who had spent years
profiting off the deaths of innocent people. White, unlike previous investigators who
had been ineffective or compromised, was determined to piece together an airtight
case, build an unbroken chain of evidence, and expose the criminals operating in
Osage County. Yet, he knew that his biggest challenge wouldn’t just be catching the

killers—it would be navigating a system designed to protect them.

As he took on his most difficult assignment yet, White understood that his methods
would be tested like never before. The collision between the old ways of law
enforcement and Hoover’s new vision for the Bureau would define not only his career

but also the future of federal investigations in America. In many ways, the Osage case



wasn't just about solving a string of murders—it was about proving that justice could

still prevail, even in the face of greed, deception, and institutional failure.



Chapter 16: For the Betterment of the Bureau

Chapter 16, "For the Betterment of the Bureau," explores the significant
transformation of the Bureau of Investigation during the early 20th century under the
meticulous guidance of J. Edgar Hoover and the capable leadership of Tom White. This
era was marked by growing-demands for justice in the face of corruption, particularly
as White spearheaded the investigationjinteythe ©sageymurders, despite facing
immense challenges. The Osage community remained gripped by fear, with William K.
Hale’s influence deeply rooted in the local political and law enforcement systems,

creating barriers at nearly every step of the investigation.

White’s relentless pursuit of justice exposed the systemic corruption that had engulfed
towns like Ponca City and Fairfax, where Hale had long wielded power over law
enforcement officials and political figures. Many local authorities, either bought off by
Hale or paralyzed by intimidation, consistently obstructed efforts to uncover the truth
behind the murders. Despite this resistance, White's steadfast determination reflected
the broader transformation occurring within the Bureau, as it transitioned into a
federal institution capable of confronting entrenched criminal networks and holding

them accountable.

The chapter highlights Hoover’s ambitious reforms, which were inspired by Progressive
ideals emphasizing efficiency, centralization, and scientific policing. Hoover sought to
professionalize the Bureau by eliminating inefficiencies and corruption, introducing
measures such as detailed operational manuals, standardized performance
evaluations, and a centralized case management system. Under his leadership, the
Bureau adopted cutting-edge investigative techniques, including the establishment of
a fingerprint database and forensic analysis tools, which revolutionized how crimes
were solved. These reforms reflected Hoover’s belief that law enforcement should be

guided by rigorous scientific methods rather than local politics or outdated practices.



While Hoover’s vision for the Bureau brought about much-needed modernization, his
leadership style often clashed with agents like White, who preferred a more
collaborative and empathetic approach. Hoover’s rigid expectations, driven by his
obsession with discipline and control, sometimes created tension within the
organization. In contrast, White led with understanding and adaptability, building trust
among his team even as they operated under Hoover’s increasingly bureaucratic
framework. Despite their differences, White recognized the value of Hoover’s reforms,
adapting his methods to align with the Bureau’s evolving standards while maintaining

his focus on achieving justice for the Osage.

The investigation into the - Osage murders became a litmus test for the Bureau’s ability
to function effectively under its new structure. White’s challenges weren’t just
external; he had to navigate the growing bureaucratic demands placed on agents by
Hoover, which often emphasized compliance over creativity. However, White’'s
commitment to justice never wavered. He understood the stakes of the case, not only
for the Osage Nation but also for the Bureau’s reputation as a federal law enforcement

agency.

Beyond the internal dynamics of the Bureau, the chapter sheds light on the wider
societal context of the Progressive Era, a time marked by both optimism for reform
and the darker undercurrents of elitism and authoritarianism. While Hoover’s reforms
elevated the Bureau'’s efficiency and professional standards, they also revealed his
distrust of democratic systems and his tendency toward centralized control,
foreshadowing the controversies that would define his later tenure. These aspects of
Hoover’s leadership were often mirrored by the broader Progressive movement, which,
despite its push for reform, sometimes exhibited prejudices and a disregard for

democratic norms.

Despite these complexities, the chapter portrays this period as a defining moment for
federal law enforcement, marking the Bureau’s transformation into a formidable
institution capable of tackling the challenges posed by organized crime and corruption.

The investigation into the Osage murders exemplified the Bureau’s growing influence,



as White’s efforts to navigate the systemic barriers in Oklahoma showcased the
importance of federal oversight in cases where local authorities failed. This shift
highlighted the need for a national approach to law enforcement, particularly in
addressing crimes that exposed the vulnerabilities of marginalized communities like

the Osage.

In the end, "For the Betterment of the Bureau" captures a pivotal time in the Bureau’s
history, as it grappled with the balance between efficiency and justice, between the
bureaucratic ambitions of Hoover.and the moral integrity of agents like White. The
investigation into the Osage murders became meore than a pursuit of justice—it served
as a symbol of the changing landscape of American law enforcement, where new
methods and reforms began to take root. While challenges remained, the chapter
underscores the resilience of individuals like White, who fought tirelessly to bring

justice to a community betrayed by those who were meant to protect them.



Chapter 26: Blood Cries Out

The chapter 26 "Blood Cries Out" delves deeper into the harrowing investigation of the
Osage Indian murders during the Reign of Terror, shedding light on a deeply
entrenched conspiracy aimed at exploiting and exterminating the Osage people for
their oil wealth. As the narrator painstakingly combs through aged archives in Fort
Worth, they come across a worn, fabricscovened leghookifrom the Office of Indian
Affairs. The logbook lists the names of Osage wards under government-assigned
guardians, many of whom are chillingly marked as "dead." The frequency of these
deaths under guardianship far exceeds what could be considered natural, exposing a

widespread pattern of corruption, greed, and outright murder.

As more names are examined, familiar figures such as H.G. Burt and Scott Mathis
repeatedly appear as guardians overseeing multiple deceased Osage wards. This
pattern reinforces the disturbing reality that the guardianship system, intended to
protect the financial interests of the Osage people, instead became a mechanism for
systematic exploitation and murder. FBlI documents and survivor testimonies further
corroborate the suspicion that many of these deaths were not coincidental. Poisoning,
staged accidents, and medical neglect were among the lethal tactics used to eliminate
Osage individuals, ensuring that their oil headrights—valuable shares of oil

profits—could be fraudulently transferred to corrupt white guardians.

The chapter does not merely focus on the statistical evidence of the murders but also
explores the deeply personal stories behind the victims, providing an intimate look at
the lasting trauma inflicted on the Osage Nation. One particularly harrowing case is
that of Marvin Stepson, a descendant of murdered Osage individuals, whose life
remains overshadowed by the injustices inflicted upon his ancestors. His family's story
exemplifies the generational pain carried by the Osage, who were not only robbed of

their wealth but also of their cultural security, trust, and sense of safety within their



own community. Although the FBI eventually secured convictions against William Hale
and his accomplices, these prosecutions barely scratched the surface of the crimes
that had taken place. Many deaths remained uninvestigated, countless perpetrators
escaped justice, and the deep scars left on the Osage people endured long after the

courtroom trials concluded.

Beyond the FBI investigation, descendants of the victims, including figures such as
Dennis McAuliffe Jr. and Mary Jo Webb, undertook their own relentless quests for the
truth. Their research.and advocacy efforts exposed a disturbing reality: many crucial
documents had been destroyed or hidden, while pawerful individuals worked behind
the scenes to shield those responsible from accountability. The systematic efforts to
erase the truth reflect not just a history of greed and murder but also the larger
American narrative of suppressing indigenous struggles for justice. These efforts to
keep the past buried, however, only fueled the determination of Osage researchers
and activists to keep the memory of their ancestors alive and demand recognition of

these injustices.

As the chapter reaches its conclusion, it leaves the reader with a haunting
realization—true justice for the Osage people was never fully achieved. While the most
infamous perpetrators were punished, the vast majority of those who benefited from
these crimes faced no consequences. The narrative emphasizes that the legacy of
these atrocities still lingers, not only in the Osage community but also in the historical
memory of the nation. The scars of the Reign of Terror remain embedded in the stories
of descendants, in the lingering trauma of stolen lives and stolen wealth, and in the
broader struggle of Native American communities to reclaim their history and demand
justice. This chapter serves as a sobering reminder that history, when left
unacknowledged, continues to shape the present, and that the pursuit of truth and

justice is an ongoing battle that must not be forgotten.



Chapter 5: The Devil’s Disciples

In 1921, as The Devil’s Disciples continued their reign of terror with the Osage
murders, Mollie Burkhart’s desperation intensified, particularly after the suspicious
death of her sister Lizzie, which many believed to be caused by poisoning. Despite the
rising body count and clear-financial motives behind the killings, local law enforcement
displayed little interestin_solving the crimes; foreing Mallie’'s family to offer a $2,000
reward in hopes of incentivizing someone to come forward with information. William
Hale, a prominent rancher and self-proclaimed advocate for justice, publicly supported
the effort by adding his own reward, positioning himself as a defender of law and order
even as his name remained whispered in connection to the very crimes he

condemned.

Frustration with Oklahoma’s failing legal system led Hale to hire a private detective, a
common practice in an era where public law enforcement was often viewed as corrupt,
incompetent, or easily influenced. The detective, Pike, was tasked with uncovering the
truth behind the murders, but his involvement underscored the moral ambiguity of the
profession, as many private investigators of the time were motivated more by profit
than justice. Though detectives were often romanticized in literature, in reality, their
methods were questionable, their allegiances fluid, and their ability to truly solve

crimes limited by the same powerful forces that hampered official investigations.

Pike took a methodical, secretive approach, scrutinizing the deaths of Anna Brown,
Lizzie Burkhart, and others, attempting to detect patterns in the growing wave of
Osage murders. The killings, rather than being random acts of violence, appeared to
be highly coordinated, following a chillingly systematic pattern that targeted wealthy
Osage individuals—many of whom had been placed under guardianship by court order,
granting white guardians control over their financial assets. This government-

mandated system, ostensibly designed to protect the Osage from financial



mismanagement, instead provided a legal cover for exploitation and murder, as
guardians often controlled vast sums of oil wealth and stood to inherit from the very

people they were entrusted to protect.

As the investigation widened, various informants and hired detectives pursued
multiple theories, including the suspicion that Rose Osage, a woman known for her
jealous and volatile nature, may have killed Anna Brown over a romantic dispute. Yet,
despite the tantalizing leads and whispered accusations, investigators found
themselves repeatedly running into dead ends, as false testimonies, missing evidence,
and outright cover-ups stalled progress. The deeper they dug, the clearer it became
that these murders were not isolated incidents, but part of an elaborate conspiracy,

shielded by those in power.

The chapter also introduces Bill Smith, the husband of Mollie’s sister Rita, a man with a
checkered past and violent tendencies, who found himself both a suspect and a
potential victim in the murky world of Osage County intrigue. Smith, aware of the
dangers lurking around him, attempted to piece together the truth about the killings,
but his discoveries would place him in grave danger. Investigators followed Anna
Brown’s last known whereabouts, uncovering disturbing connections between key
figures, suggesting that the web of deception extended far beyond simple greed—it

was deeply personal, rooted in betrayals and hidden animosities.

As more Osage died under mysterious circumstances, including suspicious poisonings,
the desperation within the community grew, leading to a pivotal moment when Barney
McBride, a wealthy oilman sympathetic to the Osage, traveled to Washington, D.C., to
plead for federal intervention. However, McBride’s mission was abruptly cut short
when he was found brutally murdered, tortured before being dumped in a ditch—his
death sending an unmistakable message to anyone daring to expose the conspiracy.
His gruesome fate signaled that the Osage murders were not just local crimes, but part
of a larger, more sinister plot, one that reached far beyond Fairfax and into the very

institutions that were supposed to protect the victims.



This chapter captures the climate of fear and uncertainty that engulfed the Osage
Nation, as they found themselves hunted by a hidden enemy willing to kill for wealth
and power. It also reflects the grim reality of early 20th-century law enforcement,
where justice was often reserved for the privileged, and the very people hired to solve
crimes—whether private detectives or government officials—were either powerless,
corrupt, or complicit. The Osage, left to fend for themselves in a world where greed
had become a death sentence, could only hope that someone, somewhere, would

finally uncover the truth before it was too late.



Chapter 10: Eliminating the Impossible

In Chapter 10, Eliminating the Impossible, Agent Tom White orchestrates an elaborate
undercover operation to infiltrate Osage County, deploying a team of agents with
carefully crafted identities to extract intelligence from both suspects and unsuspecting
townspeople. Among them;-a former sheriff assumes the role of a Texas cattleman, an
ex-Texas Ranger uses his charm to blend intortheycommunity, and an insurance
salesman sets up shopiin Fairfax, positioning himself to overhear valuable
conversations. One of the most unusual disguises belongs to Agent Wren, who poses
as an Indian medicine man, giving him direct access to the Osage community and its
inner circles while gathering information without raising suspicion. By eliminating the
impossible, White aims to narrow down the suspects and expose the truth hidden

beneath layers of deception.

White’s strategic approach stems from the formidable challenges faced by previous
investigations, where corruption, intimidation, and destroyed evidence had repeatedly
derailed efforts to bring justice. AlImost immediately, his team encounters missing
records, crime scenes that have been tampered with, and key documents that have
mysteriously vanished, reinforcing the theory that powerful figures are deliberately
obstructing the investigation. However, a breakthrough occurs with the discovery of
Anna Brown’s skull, which provides a crucial forensic clue, allowing investigators to
determine the caliber of the weapon used in her murder and confirm that the crime

scene had been altered to mislead law enforcement.

As the agents dig deeper, Agent Burger, who has already embedded himself within the
case, emerges as a critical ally in deciphering the maze of conflicting statements, false
alibis, and manipulated evidence. Working alongside White, Burger meticulously
unravels suspect timelines, eventually discrediting previous accusations against

Anna’s ex-husband, Oda Brown, who had been falsely implicated as a convenient



scapegoat. Meanwhile, suspicion shifts toward two individuals known for their violent
tendencies—Rose Osage and her associate Joe Allen, both of whom provide conflicting
testimonies that only deepen investigators' concerns about their potential involvement

in the larger scheme.

Recognizing the need for an insider’s perspective, White and Burger turn their
attention to Kelsie Morrison, a notorious figure with deep connections to the criminal
underworld in Osage County. To secure his cooperation, White offers a deal to drop an
outstanding warrant.against him-in exchange for information, hoping that Morrison’s
proximity to the suspects will yield valuable leads. However, dealing with an informant
of Morrison’s reputationis fraught with risk, as his history of deceit and opportunism

raises serious concerns about his reliability and potential for betrayal.

To ensure that Morrison’s involvement remains under control, White and his team
employ early forensic techniques, such as Bertillonage measurements and
fingerprinting, to keep track of his activities and authenticate any evidence he
provides. This approach reflects the growing intersection of traditional detective work
and emerging forensic science, demonstrating White’s commitment to using every
available tool to build an airtight case. At the same time, the stakes continue to rise,
as those benefiting from the Osage murders become increasingly desperate to silence

witnesses, eliminate evidence, and maintain their grip on power.

The investigation, which had once seemed like a scattered collection of unsolved
crimes, now appears to be an orchestrated conspiracy involving multiple layers of
corruption, financial fraud, and premeditated violence. White and his agents begin to
understand that they are not merely tracking down individual killers, but rather
dismantling an entire system of exploitation that has allowed wealthy white men to
seize control of Osage wealth with impunity. With the undercover agents embedded
deep within the community, new withnesses coming forward, and forensic science

offering fresh insights, the case edges closer to revealing the full scope of the crimes.

As the chapter draws to a close, the investigation reaches a dangerous tipping point,

with White and his team walking a fine line between uncovering the truth and putting



themselves in grave danger. The Osage community, long accustomed to injustice and
betrayal, watches anxiously as the Bureau makes incremental progress in unraveling
the conspiracy. The tension continues to build, setting the stage for major revelations
and confrontations that will challenge the limits of justice in a town where power,

greed, and deception have dictated the rules for far too long.



15 The Hidden Face

In "The Hidden Face," the chapter follows the investigation of a federal operative
disguised as an insurance salesman, a tactic that ultimately unravels the layers of
William Hale’s fraudulent schemes. As the operative delves deeper into Fairfax’s
tangled web of corruption,-a-local woman confides shocking details about Hale
orchestrating arson onthis-own-land to fraudulently colleet a $30,000 insurance
payout. This revelation exposes Hale’s pattern of deceit and manipulation, reinforcing
the extent to which he was willing to commit crimes for financial gain while

maintaining the facade of a respected community leader.

The chapter then shifts its focus to Hale’s involvement in the suspicious death of Henry
Roan, an Osage man murdered in 1923 under mysterious circumstances. Investigators
uncover that Hale was the sole beneficiary of a $25,000 life insurance policy on Roan,
a sum that conveniently matched a fabricated debt Roan supposedly owed to him. The
circumstances surrounding Roan’s death and Hale’s financial gain from the policy raise
serious doubts about the legitimacy of the claim, as the investigation reveals Hale
pressured insurance agents and local doctors to overlook Roan’s medical history and

lifestyle risks to secure the policy’s approval.

Hale’s insatiable greed and intricate deception extended beyond mere fraud, as he
went to great lengths to fabricate legal documents that would reinforce his financial
stake in Roan’s life. Investigators discover forged creditor notes and altered legal
paperwork, meant to justify Hale’s entitlement to Roan’s life insurance payout. This
revelation is a significant breakthrough in the case, as it not only demonstrates Hale’s
willingness to tamper with official records but also suggests a premeditated effort to

profit from Roan’s murder.



The investigation also highlights the growing use of forensic document analysis, an
emerging field at the time, to scrutinize the validity of Hale’s claims. Experts examine
the supposed creditor note Hale presented, revealing clear signs of forgery and
document tampering, further implicating him in a wider pattern of financial and legal
manipulation. These forensic advancements play a crucial role in dismantling Hale’s
carefully constructed alibi, as investigators build an irrefutable case against him,
showing that his fraudulent activities were not isolated incidents but part of a deeply

entrenched criminal enterprise.

As investigators connect the dots, Hale's ultimatel objective becomes increasingly
clear—the systematic theft of Osage headrights through orchestrated murders. His
scheme was meticulously designed to funnel Osage oil wealth into his control,
primarily by using his nephew, Ernest Burkhart, who was married to Osage woman
Mollie Burkhart, as a legal conduit for inheritance claims. This elaborate plot illustrates
how Hale manipulated inheritance laws to ensure that, as Osage family members were
killed, their wealth was legally redirected to him, showcasing his methodical approach

to eliminating obstacles in his quest for power.

The chapter paints a chilling portrait of Hale’'s ambition, showing that his methods
were not simply opportunistic but deliberate, systematic, and deeply entrenched in
financial exploitation and racial violence. His ability to manipulate bankers, insurance
agents, doctors, and even law enforcement reveals the sheer scale of corruption that
allowed his crimes to go undetected for so long. More disturbingly, his influence
extended into the personal lives of his victims, as seen in Mollie and Ernest Burkhart's
marriage, which Hale had orchestrated as part of his master plan to consolidate Osage

wealth under his control.

As the chapter concludes, Hale’s crimes are no longer viewed as isolated acts of greed
but as part of a calculated, multi-layered conspiracy to exterminate the Osage for
financial gain. His cold and calculated efficiency ensured that witnesses were silenced,
documents were forged, and victims were chosen strategically to maximize his

financial advantage. The devastating impact on the Osage community, particularly



Mollie Burkhart’'s family, underscores the true human cost of Hale’s ruthless ambition,
leaving behind a trail of loss, betrayal, and systemic failure that would take years to

unravel.



Chapter 13: A Hangman’s Son

Chapter 13 introduces Tom White, a man whose upbringing was deeply rooted in the
values of justice, discipline, and moral responsibility, shaped largely by his father,
Robert Emmett "Emmett" White, a well-respected sheriff of Travis County, Texas,
elected in 1888. The chapter-transports readers back to the late 19th-century city of
Austin, a place struggling with-lawlessnessypoliticaltensions, and the evolving
landscape of crime and justice. Through young Tom'’s perspective, the narrative paints
a vivid picture of a rapidly changing world, where the ideals of honor and integrity
were constantly tested by the harsh realities of frontier justice and the growing

complexities of maintaining order in an expanding society.

As sheriff, Emmett White was a diligent and morally driven lawman, known for his
fairness and commitment to upholding the law, even in the face of immense pressure
from lynch mobs, corrupt officials, and violent criminals. Unlike many of his
contemporaries, who resorted to extrajudicial killings and mob justice, Emmett sought
to bring criminals to trial rather than allow street executions, setting a powerful
example for his son. One of the most defining moments in young Tom'’s life was
witnessing his father’s struggle to maintain control during a harrowing jail riot, where

tensions ran high, and the thin line between law and chaos became painfully clear.

Beyond managing conflicts within the jail, Emmett White also had to navigate the
moral weight of carrying out legal executions, a burden that deeply impacted both him
and his son. The chapter delves into the execution of Ed Nichols, a convicted
murderer, an event that left a lasting impression on Tom and forced him to grapple
with the responsibilities and consequences of law enforcement. These experiences,
coupled with Emmett’'s unwavering dedication to justice, played a pivotal role in
shaping Tom’s character and his approach to law and order as he later embarked on

his own career in law enforcement.



Following in his father’s footsteps, Tom White joined the Texas Rangers, a move that
solidified his reputation as a firm but fair officer, committed to upholding justice with
integrity and professionalism. However, the brutality of frontier law enforcement
weighed heavily on him, as he struggled with the violent realities of the job, which
often required swift and decisive action in dangerous situations. His experiences in the
Rangers led to an internal conflict—how to balance justice with compassion, a dilemma
that would follow him throughout his career as he transitioned from ranger to railroad

detective and eventually to.a federal agent in the Bureau of Investigation.

The chapter also explores Tom's personal struggles, \particularly his relationship with
Bessie Patterson, which was often strained due to the demanding and unpredictable
nature of his profession. Unlike his father, whose role as sheriff was deeply tied to his
community, Tom’s law enforcement career required constant movement, exposure to
danger, and a level of secrecy that made personal relationships difficult. Yet, despite
the sacrifices, Tom remained deeply committed to his sense of duty, seeing his work

as a continuation of his father’s legacy of honorable law enforcement.

Beyond Tom’s personal development, the chapter situates his story within a broader
historical context, highlighting the transformation of Texas and the evolution of
American law enforcement. During this era, rural justice was giving way to more
structured and bureaucratic systems, as cities expanded and criminal organizations
became more sophisticated. The lawmen of the past, who relied on instinct and
reputation, were slowly being replaced by officers trained in formal procedures,
forensic science, and federal investigations, setting the stage for the modern era of

policing.

The White family’s experiences mirror the larger shifts in American law enforcement,
illustrating how individuals with strong moral convictions struggled to adapt to the
growing complexities of crime and justice. Tom’s journey, filled with ethical dilemmas,
dangerous encounters, and personal sacrifices, underscores the human cost of
maintaining order in an ever-changing society. As the chapter concludes, it becomes

clear that Tom White’s dedication to justice was not just a career choice but a deeply



ingrained part of his identity, setting the foundation for his later role in one of the most

significant investigations in American history—the Osage murders.



Selected Bibliography

This Selected Bibliography serves as a meticulously curated collection rather than a
conventional narrative chapter, highlighting a diverse range of scholarly and historical
works that provide essential context to the book’s subject matter. The references
encompass a wide array of-topics, including American history, law enforcement,
indigenous rights, the development of theroil industny,;and biographical accounts of
influential figures suchias J. Edgar Hoover. These sources indicate that the book delves
into pivotal moments in U.S. history, exploring the intricate connections between
political power, economic growth, criminal justice, and the struggles faced by Native

American communities.

The bibliography suggests that the book’s primary focus may revolve around major
historical events, such as the Osage Indian murders and the establishment of the FBI,
while also addressing broader sociopolitical themes. The inclusion of works related to
the Teapot Dome scandal and other governmental corruption cases points to an in-
depth examination of how political and corporate interests have shaped American
society. Through an analytical lens, the book likely investigates the intersection of
capitalism, legal institutions, and indigenous struggles, shedding light on how historical

injustices have had long-lasting consequences.

A notable aspect of this collection is the emphasis on the Osage people, as evidenced
by references to works such as The Osage People by W. David Baird. This indicates
that the book explores the tragic history of the Osage Indian murders, where members
of the wealthy Osage Nation were systematically killed in the 1920s to gain access to
their oil wealth. The references suggest that the book provides a thorough
investigation into the role of law enforcement and the FBI’s involvement in uncovering
this conspiracy, making it an essential study of both historical crime and institutional

justice.



The inclusion of Public Enemies by Bryan Burrough suggests an exploration of
organized crime and its impact on American law enforcement, particularly during the
early 20th century. This, combined with references to The Day Wall Street Exploded by
Beverly Gage, implies that the book might analyze significant criminal cases and their
broader implications for national security and financial stability. Additionally, the
mention of Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann suggests an in-depth account of
the Osage murders, further reinforcing the book’s focus on the intersection of crime,

corruption, and justice.

Another recurring theme within the bibliography ds the tale of the oil industry in
shaping American history-and-its effects on indigenous communities. Works such as
The World’s Richest Indian: The Scandal over Jackson Barnett’s Oil Fortune by Tanis C.
Thorne and Oil! Titan of the Southwest by Carl Coke Rister indicate that the book
delves into the economic and social ramifications of oil discovery, particularly
concerning Native American lands. The narrative likely examines the exploitation of
indigenous resources, the legal battles over land ownership, and the economic

disparities caused by the rapid growth of the petroleum industry.

Beyond individual case studies, the bibliography also suggests a broader discussion on
the evolution of criminal justice and forensic science. By incorporating sources on law
enforcement history, the book likely traces the development of investigative
techniques and the growing influence of the FBI in American governance. The
presence of works on J. Edgar Hoover, such as Hoover’s FBI and the Fourth Estate by
Matthew Cecil, suggests an analysis of Hoover’s leadership and the agency’s

controversial role in shaping modern law enforcement practices.

Additionally, the inclusion of studies on American capitalism and economic history
indicates that the book explores the financial structures that have fueled both progress
and inequality. Titles such as The Rise of American Capitalism and The Oil Baron’s
America imply an examination of how wealth accumulation and corporate influence
have contributed to systemic disparities, particularly affecting marginalized

communities. This perspective provides valuable insight into the economic forces that



have driven historical conflicts, government policies, and social movements.

By compiling such an extensive and diverse selection of sources, the bibliography
underscores the book’s ambition to provide a comprehensive historical analysis. It
seeks to bridge the gap between historical events and their modern-day implications,
offering a critical perspective on the forces that have shaped contemporary American
society. Through its examination of crime, law enforcement, indigenous struggles, and
economic power structures, the book aims to present a nuanced and thought-

provoking narrative.

In summary, this bibliography reveals a book deeplyrooted in historical inquiry,
covering a wide range of American political, social, and economic developments from
the late 19th to the mid-20th century. With a particular focus on law enforcement, the
rights and struggles of indigenous peoples, and the transformative impact of the oil
industry, the book promises to be an insightful exploration of the forces that have

defined America’s past and continue to shape its future.



Chapter 1: The Vanishing

The Vanishing in the Osage territory sets the stage for a haunting turn of events.
Oklahoma’s landscape, vibrant with the colors of spring, is soon overshadowed by the
taller plants that emerge in May, a period the Osage call the "flower-killing moon." This
time, marked by the interplay. of growth and decay, mirrors the deepening crisis that
would soon engulf the Burkhart-family. AsyMollie Burkhanrt senses something ominous
brewing, her intuition is confirmed when her sister Anna Brown vanishes without a
trace. Known for her adventurous spirit, Anna would often disappear into the night, but
this time, her absence drags Mollie into a deep and persistent worry, especially with
the recent loss of their sister Minnie, a wound that still hasn’t healed in the family’s
collective heart. The Osage, a community whose lives were deeply intertwined with
the land and its changing seasons, now found themselves grappling with a new,

unsettling season of grief, uncertainty, and fear.

In the years leading up to this crisis, the Osage people had experienced a remarkable
transformation. Once driven from their ancestral lands, they had discovered vast
reserves of oil beneath their new home in Oklahoma, which made them some of the
wealthiest people in the world. The oil boom brought significant wealth to the Osage,
but it also brought a torrent of jealousy, exploitation, and danger, as the outside world
became increasingly aware of their prosperity. The Osage people's wealth attracted
unwanted attention, and instead of being a source of security, it became a double-
edged sword, exposing the community to the greed and corruption of those who
sought to take advantage of them. The more the Osage amassed wealth, the more
they became targets, and the peace they had once known on their land was
increasingly overshadowed by the growing threat of violence and exploitation from

outsiders seeking to control their resources.



Mollie's fear grows as the days pass with no word from Anna. Known for her
unpredictable lifestyle, Anna had recently gone through a divorce, and her actions had
become increasingly erratic. Living in a town like Whizbang, where laws were often
bent and moral codes blurred, Anna’s disappearance begins to reflect the larger
turmoil faced by the Osage people. Boomtowns were not only places of economic
opportunity but also breeding grounds for lawlessness, where desperation, greed, and
violence often masked as prosperity. Amidst this, Mollie’s marriage to Ernest Burkhart,
a man of mixed heritage, presents its own set of challenges. Their union is tested not
only by the societal prejudice they face but also by.the.mounting pressures of living in
a world where traditional values and modern greed often collide, leaving the Burkhart

family caught in a constant struggle to preserve their dignity and their land.

The situation becomes even grimmer when Charles Whitehorn, another Osage who
had disappeared, is found dead. His body was discovered near Three Mile Creek,
marking another tragic loss in the community. When Anna’s body is finally identified
by her recognizable gold fillings, the Burkhart and Smith families are left to confront
the chilling truth: Anna was murdered, a victim of a wider conspiracy, and her death
was just another in a series of killings that had been plaguing the Osage for some
time. The revelation sends shockwaves through the community, as the fears of the
Osage people—that they were being hunted, not just for their land but for their

wealth—become painfully real.

The tragic discovery of Anna's body is only the beginning of a larger unraveling, as the
community grapples with the weight of these events. The Osage people are left to
reflect on the profound loss of their loved ones, the loss of peace, and the loss of
innocence, all while trying to hold on to the precious cultural and spiritual ties that
have bound them to this land for centuries. The deaths of Anna and other Osage
people are not just individual tragedies; they represent a systematic stripping away of
security and trust, leaving the Osage vulnerable to external forces that only seek to
take advantage of their wealth. The community, once a symbol of resilience, is now in
disarray, forced to confront the bitter truth that their prosperity has made them

targets, and they must now fight to survive in a world shaped by greed.



Chapter 7: This Thing of Darkness

In February 1923, during a bitterly cold winter in Fairfax, Oklahoma, two men made a
gruesome discovery when they stumbled upon an abandoned automobile lodged in a
rocky ravine. This tragic event, which could be likened to the unfolding of This Thing of
Darkness, became even more harrowing upon closer examination when law
enforcement uncovered the mummified;bodyrof HenryrRoean, a forty-year-old Osage
man who had been shot in the head at close range, executed with the precision of
someone ensuring his death. Roan’s murder was particularly chilling due to his past
connections to both the Osage and white business elites, including William Hale, who
had posed as a benefactor to the Osage while secretly orchestrating schemes to

defraud and kill them.

Roan had once been married to Mollie Burkhart, and despite their separation, he had
maintained friendly ties with several key figures in Osage society. In the months
leading up to his murder, Roan had been struggling with mounting debts and personal
betrayals, including his wife’s rumored infidelity, which further complicated the
motives behind his death. Mollie, already haunted by the unexplained deaths of her
family members, felt an overwhelming sense of dread but remained silent about her
past connection to Roan, fearing how her husband, Ernest Burkhart, might react to any

lingering attachment she held for her former spouse.

The Osage Tribal Council, alarmed by the steady and systematic elimination of their
people, pleaded for federal intervention, recognizing that local law enforcement had
failed to protect them. Many believed that corrupt officials, in collusion with white
businessmen, had deliberately ignored or even participated in the crimes, making it
impossible to trust the authorities to bring the murderers to justice. The tribal leaders,
facing mounting fear and frustration, turned to the federal government, demanding

that the full force of the law be brought upon those responsible for the relentless



killings.

As tensions escalated, terror struck again in Fairfax when a massive explosion rocked
the home of Bill and Rita Smith, reducing it to charred rubble and instantly killing Rita
and their servant, Nettie. Bill, though severely injured, clung to life for a few days, but
his final moments offered no revelations about who had orchestrated the attack,
leaving the community without answers. The bombing sent a clear and brutal
message—those who stood in the way of powerful men seeking Osage wealth would

be eliminated without-hesitation:

The brazenness of these murders drew national attention, prompting Governor John
Walton to intervene, yet his efforts were ultimately ineffective, as corruption had
infected every level of local and state government. His eventual removal from office
only confirmed what many Osage people already suspected—those in power were
more interested in protecting the perpetrators than bringing them to justice. The
murderers seemed to act without fear of consequences, using bribery, legal loopholes,

and sheer brutality to maintain their grip on Osage fortunes.

Further proof of the conspiracy emerged when W.W. Vaughan, an attorney who had
gathered incriminating evidence, was found dead under suspicious circumstances after
attempting to expose key conspirators. Vaughan had risked everything to bring justice
to the Osage, but his murder sent an undeniable message that no one—no matter how
powerful or well-intentioned—was beyond the reach of the killers. The Osage
community, gripped by fear and helplessness, took drastic measures, installing "fraid
lights"—gas lanterns that burned through the night—outside their homes, hoping to

deter further attacks.

Despite these efforts, the cycle of violence persisted, leaving the Osage trapped in a
nightmare where death was inevitable and justice seemed impossible. The stark
contrast between the prosperity brought by their oil wealth and the unchecked
brutality they endured highlighted a dark reality of greed-fueled genocide—where
money was worth more than human life. As the federal government finally began to

take notice, many wondered whether it was too little, too late, and if the powerful



forces behind the Osage murders would ever truly be held accountable.



Chapter 21: The Hot House

The chapter titled "THE HOT HOUSE" presents a vivid exploration of Warden Tom
White’s career and personal life, focusing on his tenure at Leavenworth Prison, a
facility notoriously nicknamed the "Hot House" for its stifling conditions. White's time
at Leavenworth is portrayed-as a test of both his principles and resilience. His tenure
reflects a steadfast commitment to improving-the,livesof inmates, despite the harsh
realities of the prison system. From standing firmly against the death penalty to
advocating for better conditions within the prison walls, White emerges as a
compassionate yet firm leader, navigating a space rife with violence and moral

complexity.

The narrative also delves into White's interactions with notorious inmates such as Red
Rudensky and William Hale, revealing his nuanced approach to prison management.
While his job demanded strict discipline, White maintained a sense of humanity,
believing in the potential for redemption even in the darkest of places. These beliefs
were often at odds with the brutal environment of Leavenworth and the challenges of

balancing institutional rules with his personal convictions.

Beyond his professional life, the chapter sheds light on the personal sacrifices White
and his family endured while living on prison grounds. Raising children in such an
environment 