If These Wings Could Fly

Set in small-town Pennsylvania, If These Wings Could Fly is a powerful debut YA
novel by Kyrie McCauley that blends realism with magical elements. The story follows
Leighton Barnes, a high school senior living in a house haunted not by ghosts, but by
the ongoing threat of her father’'s domestic violence. Despite the trauma, their home
mysteriously repairs itself after each of his violent outbursts—a subtle touch of magical

realism symbolizing the repeated cycle of abuse and survival.

Meanwhile, thousands of crows have inexplicably descended on the town, a surreal
presence that mirrors the chaos in Leighton’s life. As she prepares to graduate and
considers leaving for college, she grapples with guilt over possibly abandoning her
younger sisters. And just as Leighton begins to find solace in a budding romance with
Liam, the violence at home intensifies—forcing her to make impossible choices

between freedom and protection.

Chapter One

The chapter opens with a tense atmosphere, as the narrator reflects on an oppressive
silence that fuels fears about their mother’s wellbeing. The setting is a small town
suffering from a relentless drought, where rain symbolizes not only relief but also
renewal and forgiveness. The narrator’s window is open, inviting a non-existent
breeze, and the night is heavy with humidity and thick clouds. Amidst this uneasy
calm, the narrator’s protective instincts emerge as they comfort their two younger

sisters, trying to shield them from the underlying tension that permeates their home.



This fragile sense of safety is shattered by the presence of a volatile figure, the
narrator’s father, whose anger is as loud and destructive as the classic rock music
blasting through the house. The father’s rage is sparked by financial stress—an
upcoming mortgage payment and soaring energy bills during a scorching August. The
narrator’s fear is compounded by the knowledge that a gun is within easy reach,
introducing a menacing threat of potential violence. The mother, caught in the turmoil,
is physically pushed yet remains silent, emphasizing the family's cycle of fear and

endurance.

As the conflict escalates, the narrator takes decisive'action, planning to seek help
despite the phones being disabled by the father. The siblings are moved to the roof of
their home, a precarious refuge that offers a brief escape and a semblance of
adventure amid the crisis. The narrator draws on memories of courage to bolster the
youngest sister’s shaken spirit, highlighting the emotional resilience required to
survive such nights. This moment of bonding and bravery underscores the children’s

struggle to maintain hope and security in an unstable environment.

The chapter closes with a vivid image of crows gathering ominously in the yard,
intensifying the foreboding mood. Despite the lack of wind, the trees sway under the
weight of the birds, symbolizing the pervasive tension and impending storm both
outside and within the family. The narrator’s leap from the roof signals a critical
turning point, a leap into uncertainty driven by necessity and protective love. This
opening chapter sets a somber, suspenseful tone, inviting readers into a story marked

by fear, resilience, and the quest for safety amid domestic chaos.



Chapter Two

The chapter opens with a vivid portrayal of a morning overshadowed by the unsettling
presence of crows, symbolizing an ominous atmosphere that permeates the
household. The narrator, Leighton, observes the birds as a metaphor for the tension
that lingers with the return-of.a troubled figure in her life. This return disrupts the
fragile normalcy she strives to-maintain; especiallyyas she prepares for school, hoping

to keep peace despite the underlying turmoil.

Leighton’s relationship with her family reveals deep strains, particularly with her
mother, whose smiles have lost their warmth and genuine connection. The presence of
scarlet roses, a small gesture from the returning figure, contrasts starkly with the
gravity of past pain and unresolved conflicts. The mother’s dismissive attitude toward
Leighton’s concerns underscores a dynamic of avoidance and resignation, highlighting

the emotional distance growing within the household.

The physical environment of the home mirrors the instability and tension experienced
by the family. Objects like tilted picture frames and a palpable sense of pressure
create a vivid backdrop that reflects the emotional and psychological strain. Leighton’s
reflections on a photograph of two teenagers crowned as king and queen evoke a
longing for forgiveness and resilience, qualities she questions whether she shares,

emphasizing her internal struggle and desire for healing.

In the closing moments, the chapter touches on the limitations and control within the
family through the symbolism of the outdated house phone, representing a lack of
freedom and safety. Leighton’s act of plugging in the phone and noting the return of
the dial tone suggests a small but significant moment of connection and hope amidst
the pervasive uncertainty. This scene encapsulates the chapter’s themes of

endurance, protection, and the search for normalcy in a fractured environment.



Chapter Three

The chapter opens with a contrast between the typical high school experience of
summer as a time of freedom and the protagonist’s own reality, where summer offers
little respite. Returning to Auburn High, the narrator finds comfort in the predictability
of school life, knowing that-her daughters, Campbell and Juniper, are safe and that for
a few hours, normalcy prevails. This setsithe tone)ofithechapter, emphasizing the
protagonist’s struggle to maintain stability amidst personal challenges, even as the

school year begins anew.

Early in the day, the protagonist reconnects with her friend Sofia, whose joyful and
lively demeanor provides a striking contrast to the narrator’'s more burdened state.
Their casual conversation about summer reading, school schedules, and upcoming
classes highlights the everyday concerns of high school seniors. Sofia’s cheerful
personality and their shared experiences create a sense of camaraderie, underscoring

the importance of friendship as a source of support during difficult times.

The chapter also touches on typical high school dynamics, such as course selections
and extracurricular activities, with the two friends discussing their classes and the
possibility of collaborating on the school newspaper. Their banter about gym class and
AP English adds a lighthearted element to the narrative, illustrating the blend of humor
and routine that colors their daily lives. This interaction reinforces the theme of

navigating adolescence amid personal and social pressures.

The chapter concludes with an eerie and symbolic image: thousands of crows covering
the soccer field and football stadium, a striking and unsettling sight that draws the
characters’ attention. This ominous gathering of birds contrasts sharply with the
ordinary school setting and hints at deeper, possibly foreboding undercurrents in the
story. The narrator’s reflection on why creatures capable of flight would choose to

remain in Auburn adds a layer of mystery, suggesting that the town—and by



extension, the characters—may be trapped in circumstances beyond their control.



Chapter Four

In Chapter Four of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist, Leighton, discovers that
her senior year locker is located in the junior hallway, a subtle but stinging reminder of
her outsider status. This placement excludes her from the cherished Senior Wall
tradition, a social hub where-seniors congregate and assert their status. Leighton
reflects on the normal high school experiences-sherhasymissed due to her difficult
home life, underscoring her sense of isolation. Despite her attempts to downplay the
significance of the Senior Wall, the moment highlights her yearning for connection and

a typical senior year.

Leighton’s solitude is interrupted when Liam McNamara, a popular senior and student
council vice president, mistakenly tickles her, confusing her for his cheerleader friend.
Their awkward exchange introduces Liam as someone who embodies the privileged,
charismatic side of high school life—football star, socially well-connected, and with a
seemingly polished future. Yet, Leighton’s guarded perspective reveals she has
witnessed a harsher reality beneath such charm, hinting at complexities in Liam'’s

character and the social dynamics at play.

As they converse, the interaction shifts from initial discomfort to a surprising moment
of camaraderie. Liam carries Leighton’s heavy calculus book, and they bond over their
Advanced Placement English class and the summer reading selection, *Beloved*. Their
discussion about literature reveals deeper themes of representation, cultural
awareness, and disillusionment with traditional romantic narratives. Liam’s candid
critiqgue of *Romeo and Juliet* and his perspective on love contrast with Leighton’s
guardedness, revealing the nuanced ways each navigates personal and societal

expectations.

The chapter closes with an undercurrent of tension and reflection. While their

conversation is lighthearted, Leighton’s mind drifts back to the violence she endures at



home, juxtaposing the safety of school with her turbulent personal life. This contrast
deepens the reader’'s understanding of Leighton’s resilience and vulnerability, setting
the stage for the challenges and growth she will face throughout her senior year. The
encounter with Liam hints at potential new connections and complexities ahead,

blending themes of identity, belonging, and the search for normalcy.



Chapter Five

Chapter Five delves into the complex character of Campbell Grace Barnes, portrayed
as a deeply thoughtful and serious young girl whose mind remains largely inscrutable
even to those closest to her. Despite her reserved nature, Campbell reveals a rare,
carefree side when riding-her bike through a nearby affluent neighborhood. This
activity offers her a precious escape from henotherwise intense inner world,
highlighting the contrast between her contemplative persona and moments of youthful

freedom.

The narrative tension arises when Mrs. Stieg, a kindly but judgmental elderly neighbor,
confronts the family about damage to her prized rose garden caused by Campbell and
her mostly male friends. Mrs. Stieg’s disapproval of Campbell’s choice of companions
underscores themes of gender expectations and social scrutiny. The protagonist’s
defense of Campbell’s friendships as simply “friends” rather than conforming to

traditional gender roles illustrates a subtle challenge to societal norms.

In response to the garden incident, Campbell and her sister take responsibility by
agreeing to help repair the damage early the next morning. The detailed description of
their laborious effort to clean up the thorny bushes, despite the physical pain inflicted
by the thorns, symbolizes the struggle within Campbell’s character—a blend of
vulnerability and resilience. The rose bush, with its beauty and inherent defenses,
serves as a metaphor for Campbell herself, suggesting that nurturing her will be a

difficult but necessary endeavor.

The chapter closes with Mrs. Stieg’s grudging acceptance of their apology and a
cautionary message to Campbell about respecting elders and the consequences of
reckless behavior. Campbell’s quiet acknowledgment of this advice, coupled with the
narrator’s internal skepticism, adds complexity to the story’s dynamic. Overall, the

chapter explores themes of identity, responsibility, and the often-painful process of



growing up within a community that holds firm expectations.



Chapter Six

In Chapter Six of "If These Wings Could Fly," the narrator and Campbell pass by Mrs.
Stieg’s house on their way to the bus stop. The narrator notices a severely damaged
bush in the far corner of the garden, distinct from a previously broken bush nearby.
This new damage is more-extreme, with the bush pulverized to the point that only
disturbed soil, crushed;crimson-petals, andyshatteredibranches remain. The vivid
description emphasizes the extent of destruction, setting an atmosphere of tension

and curiosity surrounding the incident.

The narrator points out the damaged bush to Campbell, who reacts with a nonchalant
shrug. However, the narrator perceives something deeper in Campbell’s
expression—her large brown eyes gleam with a subtle pride. This detail hints at
Campbell’s possible involvement in the destruction, suggesting a hidden layer of
complexity in her character. The narrator’s observation creates an unspoken
understanding between them, adding intrigue to their relationship and the unfolding

story.

Despite the strong suspicion that Campbell’s bike might carry traces of the crushed
petals, the narrator chooses not to investigate further. This decision reflects a
deliberate restraint, possibly to avoid confrontation or out of a desire to preserve their
friendship. The narrator’s internal conflict is subtly conveyed, revealing the nuanced

dynamics between the characters and the unspoken boundaries they navigate.

Overall, this chapter uses a brief but impactful scene to explore themes of damage,
secrecy, and the complexities of adolescent relationships. The focus on small
details—the crushed bush, the crimson petals, and Campbell’s proud gaze—builds a
layered narrative that invites readers to consider the underlying motives and emotions
at play. The chapter’s tone remains observant and subtly charged, maintaining

coherence with the book’s introspective style.



Chapter Seven

The chapter opens with the narrator grappling with feelings of uncertainty and
isolation, finding solace in literature, a passion inherited from her mother. While her
mother cherished classic literature and poetry, the narrator now struggles with the
tragic endings so common-in-these works, preferring the straightforward truth of
journalism over romanticized grief. Despitejthis; shejremains tethered to literature
through her required class, where she is introduced to *Tess of the d’Urbervilles*. This
backdrop sets the tone for her internal conflict between embracing emotional

vulnerability and maintaining a guarded exterior shaped by past experiences.

In the classroom, the narrator observes her peers, particularly Liam and Brody, who
represent different facets of high school social dynamics. Liam, though often
accompanied by a girlfriend, appears somewhat isolated, while Brody embodies the
confident, popular archetype, notorious for his entitlement and antagonistic behavior
toward the narrator. The narrator’s self-imposed emotional barriers contrast sharply
with Amelia’s warmth and social ease, highlighting her struggle to connect despite a
desire to be more approachable. This social landscape underscores the complexities of

teenage identity and interaction within their small-town setting.

The chapter’s central discussion unfolds around the theme of feminism, sparked by
their teacher Mrs. Riley’s enthusiastic lesson on gender inequality in the nineteenth
century. Brody’s dismissive and mocking attitude toward feminism contrasts with the
narrator’s firm, articulate defense of the concept. Liam’s awkward but earnest
attempts to engage with feminist ideas add nuance to the conversation, revealing
differing levels of understanding and acceptance among the students. The interaction
also serves to highlight the narrator’s sharp wit and resilience in the face of Brody’s

persistent provocations, reinforcing her strong, independent character.



As the class returns to literary analysis, the narrator’s attention remains partially fixed
on Liam, whose protective gesture toward her during the confrontation with Brody
hints at a deeper connection. This subtle moment of alliance suggests the potential for
new relationships and personal growth, contrasting with the narrator’s usual caution.
The chapter ends with an air of curiosity and tentative openness, as the narrator
begins to reconsider her guarded stance, drawn in by Liam’s genuine demeanor and

the possibility of change amid the familiar social routines.



Chapter Eight

The chapter opens with the narrator in her room, struggling to focus on her calculus
homework amid the rising tension downstairs. The atmosphere in the house is heavy
and foreboding, as a volatile argument begins to unfold between her parents. The
narrator describes a complex-mix of fear and curiosity that compels her to listen
closely, knowing that once the confrontation startsy-itrwill eventually end, bringing a
temporary but uneasy relief. This emotional turmoil is underscored by vivid imagery of

her surroundings and the mounting dread she feels.

As the conflict escalates, the narrator observes her father outside, dealing with a truck
covered in crow droppings—a symbol of neglect and decay that mirrors the family's
struggles. Despite his pride in the family construction business, financial hardship and
unfulfilled dreams weigh heavily on him. The father’s frustration spills over as he
angrily throws trash bags into a tree, an act that exposes the family's turmoil to the
neighborhood. This scene highlights the father’s internal conflict, shaped by past

disappointments and present failures.

The narrator’s interaction with a crow named Joe offers a brief moment of connection
amid the chaos. She taps on the window, seeking comfort and perhaps understanding,
but the fragile glass cracks, symbolizing the fragile state of her world. Despite the
crack disappearing mysteriously, the narrator’s longing to see it again reflects her
desire to confront and process the pain she experiences. This moment provides a

poignant contrast to the harsh realities unfolding within the home.

The chapter culminates in a violent outburst as the father shatters dishes in the
kitchen, escalating the tension and fear within the household. The mother tries to
maintain calm, but his rage intensifies, leading to a physical confrontation. The
narrator’s plea for him to stop reveals her desperation and the deep impact of the

domestic violence on the family. This intense scene captures the destructive cycle of



anger and fear that dominates their lives, leaving the reader with a powerful

impression of the family’s fragile and volatile existence.



Chapter Nine

In Chapter Nine of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist, Leighton, encounters
Liam McNamara at lunch, where he casually joins her and Sofia at their table. Liam’s
easygoing and humorous demeanor contrasts with Leighton’s guarded attitude, as she
pushes away her cold tatertots and tries to maintain her focus on schoolwork and
college preparations. Despite Liam’s playfulbantenand,his defense of Leighton against
a classmate’s rude behavior, she remains hesitant to engage socially, revealing her

deep commitment to her academic goals and the pressures of senior year.

The chapter highlights the subtle tension between Leighton’s desire for connection and
her resolute priorities. Liam’s attentive and genuine interest in Leighton stands out,
offering a refreshing change from her usual interactions. Even though she recognizes
the charm and kindness he displays, Leighton is reluctant to entertain the idea of
dating, concerned that it would distract her from her immediate responsibilities. The
leather bracelet she wears serves as a poignant symbol of family and loss, grounding

her in the reality of her situation and the urgency she feels to protect her sisters.

Leighton’s inner conflict is palpable as she acknowledges the fun and lightheartedness
Liam brings into her life, yet she remains weighed down by the challenges she faces at
home. The chapter conveys her sense of duty and the emotional walls she has built
around herself to avoid additional pain. Her reflections on the fragility of love and the
inevitability of heartbreak deepen the narrative, underscoring her fear of vulnerability

and the sacrifices she believes she must make to ensure her family’s safety.

Ultimately, this chapter portrays a moment of tentative connection amid personal
struggle. Liam’s persistence and Leighton’s guarded responses create a dynamic that
is both tender and realistic. The story captures the complexities of teenage
life—balancing hope, humor, and heartache—while setting the stage for Leighton’s

ongoing journey toward self-discovery and healing. The chapter closes on a



bittersweet note, with Leighton acknowledging the harsh truths of love and loss that

shape her world.



Chapter Ten

Chapter Ten opens with a vivid portrayal of an overwhelming presence of crows in the
town of Auburn, their watchful eyes seemingly observing every move of the residents.
The narrator describes the birds as both a nuisance to many townsfolk and a strangely
comforting constant in their-lives. This recurring motif of the crows sets a tone of
unease mingled with fascination, reflecting)the-unsettled-atmosphere enveloping the
narrator’s world. The chapter immediately establishes a symbolic connection between
the birds and the ongoing emotional turmoil experienced by the narrator and their

family.

The narrative then shifts to a deeply personal reflection, recounting the impact of the
grandfather’s death two years prior. The family’s dynamic, once stabilized by visits to
the grandparents’ farmhouse as a refuge from the father’s anger, is now fractured.
The grandmother’s decline and the sale of the farmhouse to fund assisted living mark
a significant loss of safety and familiarity. The narrator’s plea to move in with the
grandmother is met with refusal, causing a rift with their mother and highlighting the

growing tension and instability within the family structure.

Visits to the grandmother’s assisted living apartment provide the narrator with
moments of warmth and connection amid the broader family struggles. These
encounters reveal a tender bond, where conversations flow freely without the barriers
present in other relationships. The grandmother’s mix of sharpness and vulnerability
offers a glimpse of hope and continuity. Yet, despite these comforting interactions, the
narrator senses an underlying sadness and an unspoken acknowledgment that the

family’s challenges are far from resolved.

The chapter closes with the narrator’s solitary journey back to Auburn, a town marked
by its pride and small population but overshadowed by the omnipresent crows. The

sign welcoming visitors contrasts with the narrator’s internal search for reassurance



and signs of hope from the past, particularly from the late grandfather. The pervasive
presence of the crows symbolizes the persistent difficulties and watchful eyes that
dominate the narrator’s life, leaving an impression of unresolved grief and the longing

for stability and peace.



Chapter Eleven

In Chapter Eleven, the narrator reflects on the allure of brand-new notebooks,
appreciating their untouched perfection and boundless potential before they become
marked and filled with personal stories. This metaphor extends to the narrator’s own
aspirations and challenges-as she embarks on writing her first newspaper column.
Despite having secured-this coveted role; sherstruggles, with the pressure of deadlines
and finding a compelling theme. The local high school football team, steeped in
tradition and community passion despite repeated losses, serves as a backdrop to her

thoughts, highlighting the town’s enduring spirit and the weight of expectations.

The chapter also explores the narrator’'s complicated feelings about Liam McNamara, a
classmate with whom she shares a growing but undefined connection. Their
interaction, marked by casual locker-side conversations, contrasts with her usual
intense focus on academics and future ambitions. Her friend Sofia playfully probes into
the nature of their relationship, revealing a lighter, more youthful side to the narrator
that she normally keeps guarded. This dynamic adds depth to her character, showing

the tension between personal desires and professional goals.

Amidst these personal developments, the narrator’s attention shifts to a practical
concern: a local scholarship essay contest. The scholarship represents a crucial
opportunity to fund her dream of attending New York University for journalism,
diverging from her parents’ wishes for her to stay local. The prompt, “What does
Auburn born, Auburn proud mean to you?” challenges her to reconcile her hometown
pride with her ambition to leave and forge her own path. This conflict underscores the

broader theme of identity and belonging that permeates the chapter.

Finally, the narrator finds inspiration for her column in the persistent presence of crows
around the baseball fields, symbolizing both continuity and mystery in her small town.

This idea offers a tangible focus amid her uncertainties, blending local color with her



journalistic curiosity. The chapter closes with a sense of tentative hope and
determination as she prepares to pitch her idea and face the challenges ahead,

capturing the blend of youthful optimism and the realities of growing up in a close-knit

community.



Chapter Twelve

Chapter Twelve explores the contrast between structured, logical writing and the
emotive freedom found in poetry. The narrator reflects on the school-taught
importance of beginning with a thesis statement, appreciating its clarity and focus.
This approach demands that-every subsequent word support the initial claim,
providing a sense of order-and-purpose jin-contrast;the narrator’'s mother embraces
poetry’s disregard for rules, valuing its raw emotional expression and freedom from
conventional grammar, which allows feelings to be felt deeply rather than logically

explained.

The narrator expresses a preference for journalistic writing, which prioritizes truth,
proper grammar, and factual accuracy over emotional expression. This perspective
highlights a tension between the objective and subjective modes of communication,
emphasizing the narrator’'s commitment to clarity and logic. However, the chapter
reveals a personal shift when the narrator begins a literature assignment, choosing to
start with a personal thesis statement rather than an academic one, signaling a move

towards integrating personal goals and emotions into their writing.

The personal thesis the narrator adopts is a determination to leave their hometown of
Auburn and attend college. This declaration becomes a guiding principle, much like the
academic thesis statements they are accustomed to crafting. It transforms their
actions and decisions, such as writing a winning essay for a scholarship contest, into
deliberate steps that support this goal. This shift illustrates how personal ambition can
be framed with the same clarity and purpose as academic arguments, bridging the gap

between logic and feeling.

Ultimately, Chapter Twelve emphasizes the power of a clear, focused purpose in both
writing and life. Whether through the structured logic of a thesis or the emotive force

of poetry, the chapter underscores how meaning and direction can emerge when one



commits to a central claim. The narrator’s journey reflects a blending of these
approaches, suggesting that personal meaning and ambition are best pursued with

both clarity of intent and emotional authenticity.



Chapter Thirteen

In the quiet, unsettling hours of early morning, the narrator is abruptly awakened by
the creaking of her bedroom door, her heart pounding with fear. Despite the lingering
terror of a nightmare, she reassures herself that her family is safe. The tension in the
household is palpable as she-hears agitated voices downstairs, signaling a troubled
night ahead. Her younger sister; Junipen, seeks-comfortyand asks to sleep with her,
while the older sister, Campbell, remains elusive and distant, embodying a mix of

anger and resignation born from their difficult circumstances.

The narrator attempts to soothe her sisters by engaging them in a comforting game
called "Anywhere But Here," which serves as a mental escape from the harsh reality
surrounding them. They imagine themselves in faraway, peaceful places like the
Galapagos Islands and London, weaving vivid scenes to distract from the distressing
sounds and fears that permeate their home. This shared imaginative play is a fragile
sanctuary, momentarily lifting their spirits and allowing them to bond amidst the

chaos.

As the situation escalates with noises from downstairs, the sisters seek refuge inside
their grandmother’s large armoire, transforming it into a cozy, protective hideaway.
Equipped with a kerosene lantern, a cherished heirloom, they create a warm and
adventurous atmosphere that shields them from the tension outside. This small,
enclosed space becomes a place of safety and imagination, where the girls can
momentarily forget their troubles and embrace the roles of explorers and astronauts,

united in their resilience and hope.

The chapter closes on a tender note as the sisters play shadow puppets, a simple yet
meaningful activity that highlights their closeness and the narrator’s role as a
caretaker. Despite the challenges they face, their interaction is filled with warmth,

humor, and a sense of normalcy. The narrator’s dedication to protecting and



comforting her siblings shines through, offering a glimpse of strength and love that

persists even in the darkest moments.



Chapter Fourteen

Chapter Fourteen unfolds on a bustling Saturday morning at the Auburn Diner, a local
hub where the Barnes family’s deep roots in the town are evident. The narrator
reflects on the family legacy, built by her grandfather’s construction company, which
physically shaped much of Auburn. Despite this proud heritage, there is an underlying
tension, as the narrator begins-to questionitheydual-nature of her father—his public
persona versus the private reality within their home. The family’s interactions reveal

the complexities of maintaining appearances amidst personal struggles.

During their breakfast, the family encounters familiar faces, including Christine, a
waitress and old friend of the narrator’s mother, and Officer DiMarco, a longtime family
acquaintance. These interactions highlight the father’s growing isolation as he subtly
discourages his wife from socializing, effectively pushing away those who might
support her. The father’s attempt to smooth over tensions by treating the family to
pancakes contrasts sharply with the narrator’s inner turmoil, underscoring the fragile

veneer of normalcy they strive to uphold.

The chapter deepens as Officer DiMarco mentions a recent professional setback for the
father, who lost a bid for a library renovation project. This news unsettles the family,
particularly the mother, who senses the strain beneath her husband’s composed
exterior. The father’s physical gesture toward his wife, a grip on her shoulder that
seems both reassuring and controlling, reveals the complicated dynamics of their
relationship. The children, especially Juniper, watch closely for cues on how to respond,

illustrating the family's silent endurance.

The narrator’s personal distress culminates in a visceral reaction to the breakfast,
symbolizing the emotional weight she carries. Despite the outward smiles and polite
farewells, the chapter closes with her fleeing to the restroom to vomit, a raw

manifestation of her grief and fear. This poignant moment captures the painful



contrast between the family’s public facade and the private suffering that defines their

reality, leaving a lasting impression of vulnerability beneath the surface.



Chapter Fifteen

The chapter opens with a serene scene of the narrator and Juniper enjoying an autumn
morning in their backyard, embracing the lingering warmth of summer in
Pennsylvania. While Juniper reads and the narrator juggles calculus homework and art
assignments, their attention-is drawn to the abundance of crows nearby. The narrator
researches similar crow-invasions in otherntownsysuncovering that migrations from
Canada have led to massive flocks, sometimes numbering in the tens of thousands,

causing concern and prompting expert interventions elsewhere.

Amid their quiet study, the narrator shares news of the local football team’s
unexpected success, a rare bright spot in the town’s routine. The presence of the
crows and their gathering behaviors prompt a conversation about the town’s wildlife
management efforts, including the use of flares, loud noises, falconers, and even a
crow-hunting season in other regions. This discussion reveals a tension between
appreciating the birds and the harsh measures taken to control their numbers,

reflecting the community’s complicated relationship with nature.

Juniper’'s worry about the crows, especially concerning a crow named Joe, brings a
personal dimension to the story. Her loss of a symbolic leather cuff adds a note of guilt
and concern, which the narrator tries to soothe. Their exchange highlights themes of
care, connection, and the emotional ties people form with animals. The narrator’s
attempt to distract Juniper with a cherished book of fairy tales introduces a moment of

warmth and nostalgia, bridging past and present through shared stories.

The chapter closes with Juniper engaging creatively by inscribing her name in the book
and writing letters to Joe, imagining a dialogue with the intelligent crow inspired by the
fables. Though skeptical about receiving replies, she hopes for signs of Joe’s presence,
symbolizing a hopeful and imaginative bond between human and nature. This intimate

interaction underscores the chapter’s blend of everyday life, environmental reflection,



and the enduring power of storytelling.
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Chapter Sixteen

In this chapter, the narrator reveals a deep-seated insomnia triggered by a seemingly
innocuous feature of their home: a crawl space in the basement. Although the crawl
space is just a small, dark hole behind the staircase, it captivates the narrator’s
imagination and becomes-a-symbol of hidden fears. The space’s dark, damp nature,
combined with its obscured location, fuelsraignowing unease, prompting the narrator to
lie awake at night, fixated on what might be concealed within or what it might

represent.

The narrator explores the emotional turmoil that accompanies this insomnia,
highlighting the underlying reasons for their fixation. Despite the crawl space’s
mundane appearance, it embodies a sense of lurking danger and secrecy. The
narrator’s restless thoughts seem to be amplified not just by the physical space but by
their own distressing circumstances. This combination of external environment and
internal anxiety creates a vivid portrayal of how physical spaces can become

repositories for fear and uncertainty during times of personal hardship.

Throughout the chapter, the narrator contrasts moments of temporary calm with the
anticipation of violence and chaos. Even when external conditions appear
stable—when moods improve, finances stabilize, and fleeting moments of affection
occur—the narrator remains unable to find peace. Instead, they brace for the
inevitable outbursts of anger and destruction that shatter any semblance of security.
This tension between hope and dread underscores the narrator’s profound

vulnerability and the oppressive nature of their environment.

Ultimately, the chapter conveys a haunting sense of fear not just of the dark or the
crawl space itself, but of survival. The narrator’s insomnia stems from a visceral worry
about their very existence and safety, fearing that the crawl space could one day

become a grim hiding place for their remains. This chilling thought encapsulates the



chapter’s exploration of trauma, fear, and the psychological weight of living with

unpredictable danger within one’s own home.



Chapter Seventeen

The chapter opens with the protagonist struggling to focus amid a tense and stressful
weekend at home, where unresolved family issues weigh heavily on her mind. She
juggles a large stack of printed research on crow myths and folklore from various
cultures and historical periods, indicative of her dedication to a demanding
extracurricular project.. The pervasive tensienrin herihaousehold, compounded by recent
problems such as a lost construction bid and a broken bike, creates an atmosphere so
thick with worry that it feels suffocating, affecting her ability to concentrate and

function normally.

An accidental collision with Liam, a familiar classmate and football player, interrupts
her fraught thoughts. Their ensuing conversation reveals a budding friendship
grounded in mutual respect and shared academic ambitions. Despite their different
social roles—Liam balancing sports and schoolwork, and the protagonist immersed in
journalism—they find common ground in their college aspirations. Their easy banter
and Liam’s genuine compliments highlight a growing connection, hinting at deeper

feelings beneath the surface.

As they reach the newsroom, Liam’s offer to be a supportive listener underscores his
kindness and understanding, contrasting with the protagonist’s guarded demeanor.
Though she is tempted to confide in him, the weight of her personal
responsibilities—particularly her commitment to her younger sisters—prevents her
from fully opening up. Her honest admission about the complexities of her life and the
sacrifices she must make adds emotional depth to the narrative, illustrating the

challenges she faces beyond school.

The chapter closes on a poignant note, with Liam expressing empathy through his own
family experience, yet respecting her boundaries. The protagonist’s internal struggle

between desire for connection and duty to family resonates strongly, emphasizing her



resilience and maturity. Ultimately, she chooses to prioritize her siblings’ needs over
personal relationships, reinforcing the theme of sacrifice and responsibility that

permeates the chapter.



Chapter Eighteen

In Chapter Eighteen of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the protagonist, Leighton, receives
her progress reports and is dismayed to find a disappointing grade in her art class, a
subject she had considered a refuge from her demanding academic schedule. Despite
excelling in her other classes, the C in art feels like a significant setback, stirring
frustration and self-doubt as she navigatesithe crowded school hallways. This grade
threatens her carefully balanced routine, highlighting the tension between her

academic aspirations and personal interests.

Leighton’s mood shifts when Liam, a charismatic and confident classmate, approaches
her offering support and teasing her about the art grade. Their interaction reveals a
budding connection, as Liam suggests tutoring her to help improve her art skills.
Although initially reluctant and defensive, Leighton agrees, recognizing a desire to
spend time with Liam outside of school. This exchange marks a subtle but meaningful
moment of vulnerability and openness in Leighton’s character, as she tentatively steps

toward new social possibilities.

The chapter also explores the social dynamics and pressures of high school life. Liam
invites Leighton to a football game and a subsequent party, events she hesitates to
attend due to her reserved nature and fear of losing control. Her internal conflict
between wanting to be social and maintaining her sense of self is palpable. The
narrative captures the complexity of teenage relationships and the challenges of

balancing personal identity with social expectations.

Ultimately, the chapter closes on a hopeful yet cautious note. Leighton commits to
meeting Liam for art tutoring on Sunday, firmly asserting that their interaction is not a
date. This boundary underscores her determination to maintain her independence
while cautiously exploring new friendships. The chapter deftly portrays the nuanced

emotions of adolescence, blending academic stress, social anxiety, and the tentative



steps toward connection and self-discovery.

%ﬁ ummaryer



Chapter Nineteen

The chapter opens with a vivid scene of young boys practicing flag football under the
stern eyes of coaches and anxious fathers, highlighting the intense pressure placed on
children to excel and be "the most" in various ways. This competitive environment,
while seemingly innocuous;-sows seeds of fear and disappointment that can evolve
into deeper feelings of failure_and anger asythe-boys,grow older. The narrator reflects
on their own detachment from football, contrasting it with their father's destructive
passion for the sport, and questions why such a game holds so much power over

people's lives.

Despite this skepticism, the narrator acknowledges the undeniable local enthusiasm
for the team, as evidenced by frequent newspaper coverage and their sister Sofia’s
involvement in cheering and reporting on the games. Motivated by a desire to
understand this community spirit and support Sofia, the narrator tentatively expresses
interest in attending a game. This decision marks a subtle shift from avoidance to
engagement, suggesting a willingness to explore new perspectives despite personal

reservations.

The family dynamic is tenderly portrayed through a shared dinner scene, where
moments of calm and laughter provide a contrast to underlying tensions. The father's
steady but exhausting construction work and the family's financial improvements bring
a sense of stability. Conversation about a school project involving an interview with
their grandmother, Nana, evokes a mixture of hope and unease, hinting at past

struggles and the complexity of their familial relationships.

In preparation for the game, the narrator experiences a small but meaningful
exchange with their sister Campbell, who helps with wardrobe and hair in a gesture of
care and camaraderie. This interaction underscores the support and bonds within the

family amidst external challenges. The chapter closes with a light-hearted moment



about a private joke, reinforcing the narrator’s tentative steps toward embracing

community life and the uncertain yet hopeful path ahead.



Chapter Twenty

The chapter opens with a vivid scene at a bustling Auburn football stadium, where the
protagonist, Leighton Barnes, arrives midway through the first quarter with her family.
Despite the cold weather and crowded parking, the atmosphere is lively and filled with
community pride. Leighton’s-younger sister, Juniper, is excited by the food trucks,
especially funnel cakes; highlighting the casualfamily mements amidst the sporting
event. The family settles near the fence, away from the packed bleachers, setting the

stage for Leighton’s interactions and observations during the game.

Leighton reconnects with Sofia, a cheerleader who enlists her help to watch a standout
player, number thirty-six, Liam McNamara. This task introduces a subtle tension for
Leighton, who is drawn into the social dynamics of the game and the local community.
Campbell, a peer, joins Leighton, and their brief conversation about the changing
season and the game’s mood adds depth to the setting. Their camaraderie contrasts
with Leighton’s occasional feelings of detachment, emphasizing her complex social

position.

As Leighton moves into the bleachers, she encounters Amelia, whose lively enthusiasm
for the game contrasts with Leighton’s more reserved demeanor. Through Amelia’s
spirited cheering and Leighton’s quiet observation of Liam’s impressive performance,
the chapter explores themes of belonging and personal interest in community events.
Leighton’s reflections on Liam’s family cheering him on further underscore a sense of

normalcy and connection that she seems to both appreciate and distance herself from.

The chapter culminates in a brief but meaningful exchange between Leighton and
Liam as the game progresses toward halftime. Their interaction hints at an ongoing
relationship and personal history, adding a layer of intrigue. The narrative balances the
excitement of the game with underlying character dynamics, capturing a moment

where public spectacle and private connections intersect. Overall, the chapter paints a



rich portrait of small-town life, youth, and the subtle complexities of social

engagement.



Chapter Twenty-One

In Chapter Twenty-One, the protagonist receives a call from Liam, who invites her over
as promised. Though her mother cautiously allows her to go, the protagonist prepares
with a mix of excitement and apprehension. In the bathroom, her younger sister
Juniper watches her apply-makeup, curious and slightly suspicious about Liam's role in
her life. Juniper probes; trying to understang whetherskiam is more than just a friend

helping with art homework, reflecting the innocent yet perceptive nature of childhood.

The interactions between the protagonist, Juniper, and their older sister Campbell
reveal underlying family dynamics. Campbell teases Juniper for being a tattletale but
also expresses concern about Liam’s intentions. The protagonist reassures Campbell
with honesty, promising to be careful with Liam, which eases Campbell’s tension. This
exchange highlights the protective instincts within the family, as well as the challenges

of growing up and navigating new relationships while maintaining trust among siblings.

As they prepare to leave, the protagonist comforts Campbell, who is upset about losing
her bike and feels guilty for past conflicts with Juniper. Their conversation delves into
themes of karma and justice, with Campbell wrestling with the idea of whether bad
actions deserve punishment. The protagonist offers a more pragmatic perspective,
dismissing the notion of a cosmic ledger keeping track of good and bad deeds,

emphasizing the complexity of human experiences and relationships.

The chapter closes with Campbell expressing a wish for some form of justice,
particularly in relation to someone she hopes will face consequences. This moment
underscores the emotional weight the siblings carry, blending innocence with mature
reflections on fairness and accountability. Overall, the chapter explores family bonds,
the nuances of trust and protection, and the struggles of growing up amidst

uncertainty and emotional turmoil.



Chapter Twenty-Two

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of Auburn at sunset, using the changing sky
as a metaphor for the narrator’s internal reflections. The narrator recalls a childhood
memory involving Juniper’s colorful highlighter marks on a book, symbolizing the
tension between beauty and-underlying chaos. This imagery sets the tone for the visit
to Liam’s home, located-in-a well-maintained jaffluent neighborhood contrasting with
the narrator’s usual surroundings. The transition from the town’s flaws to the polished
environment hints at social and personal contrasts that will unfold throughout the

chapter.

Upon arrival, the narrator navigates a subtle family dynamic with her mother, who
questions the tutoring story but ultimately supports her artistic struggles. The
exchange over the imperfect art portfolio reveals vulnerability and the narrator’s
acceptance of needing help, which strengthens the bond between mother and
daughter. The interaction is lightened by Juniper and Campbell’s presence, adding
warmth and humor. This moment underscores themes of growth, support, and the

complexities of familial relationships in the context of personal challenges.

Inside Liam’s home, the narrator meets his sister Fiona, whose friendly and humorous
demeanor immediately creates a welcoming atmosphere despite initial awkwardness.
Fiona’s playful teasing about Liam’s boredom and teasing establishes a relatable
sibling dynamic. The narrator’s discomfort at being mistaken for a date is quickly
diffused by the arrival of Liam’s mother, Mrs. McNamara, whose kindness and
familiarity offer a sense of community and continuity. This scene highlights the
importance of connection and acceptance within social circles during transitional life

phases.

The conversation with Mrs. McNamara deepens the chapter’s exploration of identity

and belonging. Her pride in progressive values, represented by the equality yard sign,



contrasts with the conservative environment of their town. The dialogue touches on
challenges faced by educators in underrepresented communities and the significance
of fostering inclusivity. The narrator’s anticipation of college life and broader horizons
aligns with these themes, reflecting a desire for growth and change beyond the
limitations of their current environment. Overall, the chapter balances personal

introspection with social commentary, weaving together individual and communal

experiences.



Chapter Twenty-Three

In Chapter Twenty-Three of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrative opens with a vivid
description of a bonfire, symbolizing both physical heat and internal turmoil. The
protagonist, Leighton, feels overwhelmed by the fire’s intensity, which mirrors her own
emotional unrest. Amidst the.warmth and flickering flames, she finds comfort in Liam’s
presence, whose attentive-and-grounding demeanon proyvides a momentary refuge
from her inner chaos. Their quiet connection contrasts sharply with the surrounding
environment, highlighting Leighton’s desire to escape the discomfort and painful

memories ignited by the fire.

As the evening progresses, Leighton and Liam attempt to slip away from the group,
but their departure is quickly noticed and met with teasing from Liam’s intoxicated
friends. The interaction underscores the social tensions and discomfort Leighton
experiences within this circle, especially as she faces unwanted attention and
judgment. Liam’s apology for his friends’ behavior and his protective stance reveal a
deeper care and sensitivity, setting the stage for a more intimate and genuine

connection away from the group’s scrutiny.

Choosing to evade the confines of their small town, Leighton playfully suggests
impossible destinations, illustrating her longing for freedom and escape. Liam
responds with a proposal to simply drive around, and they venture onto dark, quiet
back roads. The absence of streetlights and the isolation of the setting create a private
space where their relationship can evolve without interruption. Their mutual hesitation
and subsequent decision to stop the car signify a pivotal moment of vulnerability and

courage, as they navigate the unspoken tension between them.

The chapter culminates in a tender and exploratory kiss, marking a significant shift in
Leighton’s self-perception and emotional openness. The physical closeness and Liam'’s

gentle attentiveness help Leighton shed her guarded persona, revealing a more



authentic and vulnerable self. Despite an internal voice cautioning restraint, she
embraces the moment, experiencing safety and warmth in Liam’s presence. This
intimate encounter encapsulates Leighton’s complex feelings of desire, fear, and the

hope for genuine connection beyond her usual defenses.



Chapter Twenty-Four

The chapter opens with the protagonist returning home, initially joyful but quickly
overwhelmed by a disturbing scene in the kitchen: shattered dishes, burnt food, and a
boiling pot left unattended. This sudden shift from warmth to dread sets a tense
atmosphere. The silence in-the house is unsettling, and the protagonist’s concern
grows as they discoven-Campbell and Juniper huddled together, frightened and seeking
comfort. The tension hints at a recent domestic conflict, marked by anger and fear,
and the protagonist grapples with feelings of guilt for not being present when the

turmoil began.

As the protagonist tries to calm the children, they piece together the cause of the
chaos: a burnt meal that escalated into a shouting match and physical destruction. The
family dynamic is strained, with an unspoken rule that no one can be angrier than a
particular male figure, whose volatile behavior dominates the household. The
protagonist’s instinct is to check on their mother, but the children’s fear and urgent
pleas make them hesitate. Instead, they focus on comforting the children, engaging
them in conversation to distract from the underlying tension, while remaining acutely

aware of the danger lurking upstairs.

The chapter explores themes of fear, helplessness, and the complexity of family
relationships under stress. The protagonist’s internal struggle is palpable, torn
between the need to protect their family and the paralyzing fear of confronting the
source of conflict directly. Moments of tenderness, such as Juniper’s curiosity about
Amelia Earhart and the protagonist’s gentle responses, contrast sharply with the
ominous presence of the father’s aggression. This juxtaposition highlights the fragile

safety within the home and the resilience required to endure emotional turmoil.

The climax arrives as the parents descend the stairs, bringing a mix of relief and

renewed tension. The father’'s smug demeanor and the mother’s exhaustion



underscore the ongoing dysfunction. The father’s loud music and sharp outburst about
the burnt food reignite conflict, but Campbell’s composed response to clean up signals
a small act of defiance and strength. The protagonist’s restraint, repeating “Don’t
make it worse,” reveals their desperate attempt to maintain peace amid chaos. The
chapter closes on this uneasy balance, emphasizing the precariousness of the family’s

situation and the quiet courage of its members.



Chapter Twenty-Five

Chapter Twenty-Five explores the fragile, complex nature of a family home marked by
cycles of damage and repair, both physical and emotional. The narrator reflects on a
childhood memory when a violent outburst from their father shattered the kitchen
environment, yet the broken-cabinet door appeared mysteriously whole the next day.
This paradox symbolizes the family's experience«efitrauma and healing—though the
house and its inhabitants endure pain, they also exhibit resilience, as if the fractures

can somehow be mended or erased over time.

The chapter reveals the recurring pattern of the father’s anger erupting unpredictably,
leaving the family in fear and confusion. Despite his apologies and promises to
change, the narrator understands that these violent episodes are inevitable. The
father’s love, though genuine, is entangled with his destructive behavior, creating a
painful dynamic that binds the family together in a cycle of hope and disappointment.
The narrator and their sibling, Campbell, learn to cope by silently observing the

aftermath and internalizing the contradictions of their home life.

This narrative captures the bewildering coexistence of love and harm, highlighting how
the children reconcile with the brokenness around them. The house, much like their
family, is described as “unbroken the way a healed bone is,” implying that while scars
remain, there is a form of wholeness in survival. The children’s perception fluctuates
between denial and acceptance, as they witness the physical repairs to their home

alongside the emotional fractures that persist beneath the surface.

Ultimately, the chapter delves into themes of resilience, memory, and the complexity
of familial love in the face of dysfunction. It portrays how trauma can distort reality

and challenge one’s understanding of safety and trust, yet also how individuals adapt
by compartmentalizing pain. The story’s quiet observations and subtle magic suggest

a yearning for stability amid chaos, while acknowledging that some wounds leave



lasting marks that are never fully erased.
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Chapter Twenty-Six

In Chapter Twenty-Six, the narrator describes a comforting new routine with Liam, who
begins driving her to school each morning. This simple act of consistency brings a
sense of stability and ease to her life, replacing her nighttime fears with anticipation.
Their drives are quiet yet. meaningful moments of connection, filled with conversation,
laughter, and shared music. Although theirjrelationshipyremains innocent without
further romantic gestures, the narrator values these drives as a peaceful and
reassuring start to her day, highlighting Liam’s steady presence as a source of

comfort.

During one morning drive, they prepare for a literature exam by quizzing each other
on the novel *Tess of the d'Urbervilles*. Their discussion explores themes of social
class and gender inequality, with Liam demonstrating thoughtful insight beyond typical
teenage perspectives. His reflections on the persistence of gender discrimination and
harassment surprise the narrator, revealing his awareness and sensitivity. This
academic exchange not only helps them study but also deepens their understanding of

the societal issues woven into the literature and their own world.

As they arrive at school, their lighthearted banter about chivalry and the stress of the
exam underscores the growing warmth between them. Despite their youth and the
pressures of school and sports, Liam’s gestures and openness suggest a genuine care
that contrasts with the challenges the narrator faces. This moment embodies a blend
of innocence and maturity, where simple kindness offers a refuge from the
complexities surrounding them, reinforcing the chapter’s theme of finding solace in

human connection amid uncertainty.

The chapter concludes with the narrator’s introspective thoughts on the tragic fate of
Tess and the broader reality of women'’s struggles, especially regarding domestic

violence and silence. She acknowledges the danger in speaking out but expresses a



fierce determination to one day use her voice as a reporter to illuminate these hidden
stories. This resolve marks a turning point, emphasizing her desire to break the cycle
of silence and advocate for those trapped in suffering, promising growth from quiet

endurance to empowered action in the future.



Chapter Twenty-Seven

The chapter opens with the protagonist venting frustration from a challenging
literature exam by retreating to the newsroom, her familiar refuge. There, she
encounters Sofia, who intuitively senses her mood and offers support. Their playful
banter reveals a close friendship grounded in shared interests and lighthearted
teasing. The protagonist’s focus quicklypshiftsite @ practieal task: contacting an
ornithologist for an interview, signaling her dedication to her journalism work despite

the day’s earlier academic stress.

Sofia’s interruption with a flyer about the upcoming winter formal introduces a
contrasting social element. The dance, themed around the eighties and scheduled on
New Year’s Eve, represents a typical high school event with its own cultural pressures.
Sofia is convinced the protagonist will be asked by Liam to attend, encouraging her to
embrace the opportunity. This moment underscores the tension between the

protagonist’s journalistic ambitions and the allure of youthful social experiences.

As they prepare for the interview, the protagonist negotiates Sofia’s company,
highlighting their supportive dynamic. Sofia’s gentle insistence that the protagonist
accept Liam’s potential invitation reflects a nurturing friendship that balances ambition
with personal growth. The protagonist’s reluctant agreement hints at her internal
conflict—she is torn between responsibility and the desire to indulge in the carefree

aspects of being seventeen.

The chapter closes with the protagonist’s introspection upon noticing a flyer for a
township essay contest, which demands pride in their community. This challenge feels
insurmountable to her, as she struggles with feelings of disconnection and doubt. The
juxtaposition of her professional drive, social pressures, and personal insecurities
paints a nuanced portrait of a young person navigating the complexities of identity,

ambition, and belonging.



Chapter Twenty-Eight

The chapter opens with a quiet Monday morning scene where the protagonist wakes to
the comforting smell of coffee and finds her mother patiently waiting with two mugs.
Despite the early hour and still-dark sky, there is a calm intimacy as they share coffee
and discuss the protagonist’s.college plans. The mother reveals she knows about the
daughter’s application to-New York University;ja choiceymade in quiet defiance of the
father’s expectations. This moment highlights the subtle but strong bond between
mother and daughter, as well as the tension between individual desires and familial

pressures.

As the family prepares for the day, the atmosphere shifts from ordinary to
spontaneous. The protagonist is hurriedly dressed and ushered out by her mother and
sisters, who tease and joke, creating a lively and affectionate dynamic. The mother
insists on a surprise, despite the protagonist’s resistance, and soon they embark on an
unexpected trip to New York City. This adventure symbolizes a break from routine and
an embrace of possibility, reflecting the protagonist’s yearning for independence and

exploration beyond her hometown.

During the bus ride, the conversation turns nostalgic as the sisters reminisce about
their family tradition of "Apple Days," a joyful autumn ritual of apple picking and
baking that once brought them together. The memory contrasts with their current
reality, marked by distance and loss, especially with the absence of their grandfather.
Yet, the youngest sister’s playful renaming of their trip as an “Apple Day” to the Big
Apple rekindles laughter and warmth, underscoring the resilience of family bonds and

the power of shared traditions to heal and connect.

The chapter closes with a tender moment between mother and daughter, as the
mother reads from her favorite book, symbolizing comfort and continuity. The

protagonist quietly questions the financial strain of their spontaneous journey,



receiving a simple, reassuring answer about the source of the funds. This exchange
encapsulates the mother’s quiet sacrifices and the unspoken support underpinning
their relationship. Overall, the chapter weaves themes of family, aspiration, memory,
and the courage to embrace change, setting a hopeful tone for the protagonist’s

future.



Chapter Twenty-Nine

Chapter Twenty-Nine opens with the town’s excitement over the Auburn Wolves’
undefeated season, a rare and celebrated achievement that has energized the local
community and media. Sofia, a reporter for the Auburn Gazette, is deeply engrossed in
covering the team’s success;-even seeking an interview with the protagonist’s father
about their winning streak. Despite the growing)publicsinterest, the protagonist
hesitates to participate, avoiding the interview and choosing instead to attend the final
regular-season game with Liam’s family, marking a moment of personal and

communal significance.

The chapter delicately explores the protagonist’s observations during the game and
the ride home, revealing subtle yet meaningful family dynamics in Liam’s household.
The warmth and quiet affection between Liam’s parents stand in contrast to the
protagonist’s more reserved nature, highlighting an intimate glimpse into what a
supportive family environment looks like. These moments underscore the protagonist’s
growing awareness of relationships and emotional connections, setting a reflective

tone that permeates the chapter.

A significant segment is devoted to the protagonist’s interaction with Fiona, Liam’s
sister, in their family basement, which doubles as a cozy gathering space and a dance
studio. Their conversation touches on themes of self-acceptance and social pressures,
particularly when Fiona shares an experience of subtle racism from a peer regarding
her hair. Their candid dialogue about friendship, dating, and the courage to reject
insincerity further develops the characters’ depth and the challenges they face

navigating adolescence and identity.

The chapter closes on a tender note as the protagonist and Liam transition from
discussing football to collaborating on art. The protagonist shares a drawing titled

"Portrait of an Old Crow," which Liam approaches with curiosity and care, symbolizing



a growing bond and mutual understanding. This creative exchange reflects the
chapter’s broader themes of connection, vulnerability, and the balance between
intellect and emotion, leaving the reader with a sense of hopeful intimacy and

character growth.



Chapter Thirty

In this chapter, the protagonist returns home quietly after her father falls asleep,
setting a tone of careful navigation within her family dynamics. She spends time with
her friend Sofia at the mall, where they experiment with various dresses for an
upcoming eighties-themed-dance. While Sofia effortlessly suits the neon colors popular
in the store, the protagonist struggles to find @colonthat.complements her complexion
and hair. The moment of excitement arrives when Sofia secretly passes her a sleek,
black dress with pockets—an ideal choice that ignites feelings of normalcy and

youthful anticipation.

The protagonist faces a dilemma when she sees the price tag, realizing she cannot
afford both the dress and other necessities. Sofia encourages her to find a way to
make it work, highlighting the importance of the dress for the upcoming event.
Meanwhile, Sofia herself purchases two bright-colored dresses, showcasing their
differing priorities and styles. Their shopping trip ends with an encounter at the
sporting goods store, where the protagonist spots a Tiffany Blue bike on clearance—a

tempting purchase that symbolizes freedom and joy amidst financial constraints.

Choosing the bike over the dress or textbooks reveals the protagonist’s shifting values
and her desire to reclaim simple pleasures lost in recent years. Upon returning home,
she surprises Campbell by gifting her the bike, prompting an uncharacteristic display
of gratitude and affection. This gesture underscores themes of generosity, connection,
and the importance of small acts of kindness within their relationships. The cold
weather signals that the bike will be a limited source of enjoyment, adding a

bittersweet note to the gift.

The chapter closes with the protagonist searching for an appropriate dress at home,
finding only old, ill-fitting clothes. Campbell then delivers a bag containing the black

dress from the store, along with Sofia’s playful ultimatum about friendship tied to



wearing it to the dance. This moment encapsulates the supportive and sometimes
humorous bonds between the characters, as well as the protagonist’s ongoing journey

toward self-expression and belonging within her social world.



Chapter Thirty-One

The chapter opens with a serene weekend at home, where the narrator finds solace in
the quiet and mundane moments shared with her family. This calm is a stark contrast
to the usual chaos in their lives, offering a fleeting sense of normalcy that feels both
precious and fragile. Despite-the peace, a subtle undercurrent of apprehension lingers,

hinting that this tranquility-might be temporary:

As Sunday progresses, the family attempts to reconnect through a game night, a
tradition from their past that carries both nostalgia and complexity. The father’s
suggestion sparks cautious hope among the siblings, who are willing to embrace this
rare moment of harmony. However, tensions rise quickly when the father discovers his
wallet is missing, an event that disrupts the fragile calm and reveals the underlying

stress and volatility present in the household.

The recovery of the wallet brings a brief relief, yet the father’s frustration and
subsequent apology underscore the ongoing struggles within the family dynamic. The
mother’s efforts to maintain peace and the children’s silent observations expose the
emotional toll that the father’s behavior exerts on everyone. The chapter poignantly
illustrates the delicate balance between hope and fear, as the family navigates the

complexities of love, anger, and forgiveness.

The narrative delves into the father’s troubled past, unveiling a legacy of abuse and
trauma inherited from his own father, a war veteran whose harshness shaped the
family’s emotional landscape. This generational cycle of pain and anger is portrayed as
a heavy inheritance, with fear as its lasting imprint. The chapter closes with a somber
reflection on how the past continues to influence the present, shaping the family’s

struggles and their attempts to break free from this painful legacy.



Chapter Thirty-Two

Chapter Thirty-Two opens with a tense and unsettling scene where the narrator is
abruptly awakened in the middle of the night by a man’s harsh and aggressive
demands. The man’s anger centers on the family’s failure to complete household
chores correctly, specifically-the folding of towels, which escalates into an oppressive
and intimidating atmosphere. The narrator's protectivejinstincts surface as they try to
shield the younger girls from the confrontation, while also grappling with the emotional

weight of the situation and the realization of the man’s volatile nature.

The man'’s relentless and cruel insistence on perfection turns a simple chore into a
moment of fear and humiliation. He criticizes the girls and the narrator, tearing towels
from their hands and rejecting their efforts, culminating in a moment of explosive rage
when he shouts a hateful insult and smashes a vase. This act shatters the fragile calm,
physically and emotionally, and leaves the household in disarray. Despite the abuse,
the narrator struggles to maintain composure, suppressing tears and pain while

enduring the harsh lesson he imposes about folding towels “correctly.”

After the man leaves, the narrator painstakingly folds the towels to his demanding
specifications, taking care to avoid any mistakes despite the exhaustion and emotional
strain. The aftermath of the broken glass requires careful cleanup, symbolizing the
lingering damage caused by the man’s outburst. The narrator moves through the
house, turning off lights and restoring order, yet the emptiness of the towel shelves
and the disarray on the floor reflect the deeper disorder within the family’s life. The

physical chores become a metaphor for the struggle to maintain stability amid chaos.

The chapter closes with the narrator lying awake, contemplating the future and the
possibility of escape through academic success. The looming Honors Calculus exam
represents a potential path away from the oppressive environment, yet the thought of

leaving the younger siblings behind weighs heavily. The narrator’s attempt to focus on



studying is undermined by fatigue and emotional turmoil, highlighting the ongoing
conflict between hope for a better life and the harsh reality of the present. This
internal struggle underscores the chapter’'s themes of resilience, fear, and the desire

for freedom.



Chapter Thirty-Three

Chapter Thirty-Three explores the profound impact that words, especially those
uttered in anger, can have on an individual’s psyche. The narrative contemplates the
metaphorical weight of words, suggesting that their significance may be measured not
just in physical terms like.ink-and paper, but more poignantly by the emotional harm
they inflict. It highlights-how certain wordscanrembedthemselves deeply within a
person, acting like invisible burdens that pull one down emotionally, illustrating the

lasting damage verbal abuse can cause.

The chapter delves into specific examples of derogatory terms and their varying
effects on the narrator. Words like "ice queen" are described as stones that sink inside,
symbolizing coldness and emotional distance that leave a lasting sting. Lesser insults,
such as "brat," are portrayed as fleeting irritations—drops of water that can be
shrugged off. However, harsher words like "bitch" are likened to a sharp splinter,
painful but manageable, underscoring the nuanced ways different insults impact

resilience and self-perception.

The most devastating term examined is “cunt," which the narrator describes as a
festering wound that lingers, symbolizing deep psychological trauma. This word is not
only hurtful but carries a tone of triumph from the abuser, who recognizes its power to
wound irreparably. The chapter captures the moment this word was first spoken,
emphasizing the lasting imprint it left on the narrator’s sixteen-year-old self. The
intensity of this insult reduces the narrator to an object of hatred, stripping away

humanity and identity.

Ultimately, the chapter poignantly conveys how language can be wielded as a weapon
to diminish and dehumanize. It reflects on the enduring scars left by verbal cruelty and
the way certain words can define and confine a person’s sense of self. Through this

introspective examination, the chapter invites readers to consider the invisible but



heavy burden carried by those subjected to verbal abuse, underscoring the profound

emotional consequences words can carry.



Chapter Thirty-Four

In the opening of Chapter Thirty-Four, the narrator confronts a poignant moment of
denial and acceptance. Upon descending the stairs, they initially avoid noticing the
restored window and the vase placed neatly on the coffee table, symbols of a return to
normalcy that feel unsettling.. Despite the rain, the narrator takes deliberate action to
discard the shattered remnants of the vase;jan-actithat signifies letting go of the past
and an attempt to move forward amidst emotional turmoil. This sets a tone of internal

conflict and the struggle to reconcile with recent events.

The scene shifts focus to the front yard, where the presence of crows becomes a
powerful symbol. The tree, once leafy and vibrant, is now bare but teeming with black
birds, evoking a haunting atmosphere. Among them, a crow named Joe delivers a note
from Juniper, pleading for help. This unexpected communication through the crows
introduces an element of mystery and connection between the characters and nature,
highlighting the crows’ role as messengers and possibly protectors. The narrator’s

emotional response underscores the significance of this plea.

Further deepening the narrative, Joe retrieves a wedding band belonging to the
narrator’s father, linking tangible family history to the unfolding story. The discovery of
the ring and the lost wallet suggests that Juniper’s intentions were not merely practical
but also emotional, seeking meaningful connections through these objects. The
narrator’s reflection on this act reveals a layered understanding of Juniper’s actions
and the symbolic weight of these personal items, emphasizing themes of loss,

memory, and hope.

The chapter concludes with an exploration of crow behavior, informed by the
narrator’s correspondence with an ornithologist. Crows are portrayed as intelligent
creatures capable of reciprocity and holding grudges, which invites speculation about

their understanding of the household’s dynamics. This insight adds depth to the



narrative, raising questions about the crows’ motives and their relationship with the
characters. The ambiguity surrounding whether the crows found or stole the wallet

leaves readers contemplating the blurred lines between nature and human experience.



Chapter Thirty-Five

In this chapter, Leighton’s emotional turmoil surfaces as she struggles with the weight
of her family’s troubled dynamics. After ensuring her sisters are off to school, she
seeks refuge in Liam’s car, her tears triggered unexpectedly by his gentle greeting.
The rain outside mirrors her-internal storm, emphasizing her vulnerability. Liam’s
presence offers a rare comfort,allowing Leightoniterelease the flood of emotions she
usually suppresses. This moment of raw honesty reveals the depth of her pain and the

isolation she feels, despite her efforts to maintain control in her daily life.

Leighton opens up about the ongoing difficulties at home, revealing a history marked
by fear and uncertainty. She explains the complex reasons that keep them tethered to
an unhealthy environment, including love, hope for change, and practical constraints
like money and housing. The blurred line between affection and abuse complicates her
understanding of her father’s behavior, making it difficult for her to fully accept the
reality of their situation. Liam’s concern and willingness to listen without judgment
provide a crucial support system for Leighton as she navigates these conflicting

emotions.

The chapter also highlights the challenges of breaking free from toxic family patterns.
Despite attempts to escape, Leighton and her siblings always end up returning,
anchored by their mother’s decisions and the concept of "home." Liam’s urgent
insistence that Leighton deserves better contrasts with her resigned acceptance of
their circumstances. This tension underscores the emotional and psychological barriers
that prevent Leighton from leaving, even as she acknowledges the need to change.
The chapter poignantly portrays the complexity of familial bonds and the struggle to

find safety and stability.

As the rain subsides, the imagery of crows playing in the trees symbolizes fleeting

moments of freedom and lightness amidst hardship. This brief scene of natural beauty



offers a glimmer of hope and normalcy before Leighton faces the demands of her
school day. Her rush to catch a calculus exam reflects the ongoing pressure to
maintain appearances and responsibilities despite personal turmoil. The chapter closes
with a sense of unresolved tension, capturing Leighton’s fragile balance between

vulnerability and resilience.



Chapter Thirty-Six

In Chapter Thirty-Six of *If These Wings Could Fly*, the narrator reveals a tense
dynamic with Campbell, who frequently demands that she stop talking back, especially
when he is angry. The narrator acknowledges her ability to provoke him with sharp,
pointed remarks that escalate his mood from mild irritation to full-blown rage. Despite
this, she consciously restrains herself, suppressingymany-of the words she wishes to
say. This internal conflict highlights a deep struggle between self-expression and self-

censorship, emphasizing the emotional restraint she practices to avoid further conflict.

The narrator’s vivid metaphor of swallowing words that are "pointy on their corners
and sharp on their edges" conveys the physical and emotional pain caused by this
silence. The words, though unspoken, remain lodged inside her, creating a persistent
ache that symbolizes the burden of unexpressed feelings. This imagery powerfully
illustrates the toll that suppression takes on her psyche, as the internalized emotions
become increasingly difficult to bear, likened to a painful, inescapable presence within

her.

Moreover, the narrator draws a poignant comparison between herself and a whale that
has ingested too much human garbage, turning her body into a “time capsule” of
discarded things. This metaphor extends the theme of internalized suffering,
suggesting that the narrator’s silence and withheld words accumulate like toxic waste,
poisoning her from within. It underscores the destructive impact of emotional
repression and the sense of being overwhelmed by the detritus of unspoken pain and

resentment.

Overall, this chapter delves into the complex dynamics of communication and power
within the narrator’s relationship with Campbell. It explores themes of control,
emotional suppression, and the physical manifestation of psychological distress. The

narrator’s introspective reflections reveal the deep cost of holding back her voice,



painting a vivid picture of the silent struggles that often lie beneath the surface of

fraught interpersonal interactions.



Chapter Thirty-Seven

The chapter opens with the narrator preparing to interview hunters on a cold Saturday
morning, reflecting on the unusual situation of facing a crow problem in their town.
Despite the chilling weather and the armed men around, the narrator contemplates
the futility of the crow hunt;referencing expert advice that such measures are unlikely
to reduce the large crow-population significantly ~instead; the narrator contrasts this
approach with another town’s innovative response—a crow festival that embraces the

birds as a tourist attraction, turning a nuisance into a celebration.

The narrator’s conversation with Liam reveals a personal dimension to the event. Liam
shares that his father once wanted him to participate in the hunt, a tradition rooted in
bonding and heritage, but Liam himself feels disconnected from this part of his
upbringing. Both express a fondness for the crows rather than hostility, highlighting a
generational and emotional divide regarding the town’s approach to the crow problem.
This exchange adds depth to the narrative, showing how individual values and

relationships influence perceptions of the hunt.

As the hunt commences, the narrator remains uneasy, distracted by thoughts of a
character named Joe and the violence unfolding nearby. The hunters, while seemingly
indifferent to the ecological impact, participate more for enjoyment than for any real
solution. The narrator’s internal conflict and desire for an alternative—such as the
festival idea—underscore a broader dissatisfaction with the town’s handling of the

issue and a yearning for pride and harmony that currently feels absent.

Ultimately, the chapter conveys a mood of ambivalence and longing. The narrator
wishes to escape the town’s tensions and imagines offering it as a gift to the crows,
pondering what might be returned in exchange. This metaphor reflects a deep
connection to place and a hope for transformation, capturing the emotional complexity

of living in a community grappling with environmental challenges and cultural



raditions.
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Chapter Thirty-Eight

The chapter opens with a vivid and somber scene where the narrator surveys a cold,
harsh landscape littered with dead crows. The air is biting, and the ground is speckled
with mud, blood, and ice, setting a bleak and chilling tone. The narrator reflects on the
sheer number of fallen birds;-emphasizing their lifeless forms frozen in a final
confrontation with death. This imagery evokesya powerful sense of loss and the weight
of mortality, as the crows, once vibrant and intelligent, now lie motionless across the

field.

As the narrator moves through the scene, they notice that the dead crows are
arranged deliberately into numbers—32, 57, 82, 154—each figure formed by the
bodies of the birds themselves. This arrangement transforms the field into a macabre
tableau resembling a child’s math homework, a stark and unsettling contrast between
innocence and death. The narrator contemplates the perspective of the live crows
above, imagining their view of the scene and questioning whether these arrangements

hold any meaning or significance to them.

The chapter delves deeper into the narrator’'s emotional response, as they recall Dr.
Cornell’s assertion that crows mourn their dead, suggesting a complex awareness and
communal grief among the birds. This reflection introduces a poignant consideration of
memory and retribution, as the narrator wonders if the crows will remember the
humans’ violent actions. The hunt, initially expected to be a straightforward event,
instead becomes a moment of moral and emotional reckoning, underscored by the

disturbing use of the birds’ bodies as symbols of death.

In the closing thoughts, the narrator reveals a haunting internal association between
the dead crows and a more human tragedy—agirls trapped in a crawl
space—highlighting the perverse nature of the scene. The image of the birds arranged

in numbers becomes a grim metaphor for loss and suffering beyond the immediate



context, blending the natural and human worlds in a shared experience of mortality.
This final reflection leaves the reader with a lingering sense of unease and

contemplation about the impact of violence and the ways it is memorialized.



Chapter Thirty-Nine

In Chapter Thirty-Nine, the narrative centers on a literature class exploring the
portrayal of women in writing, highlighting works by Jane Austen, Alice Walker, and
Mary Shelley. The protagonist reflects on the distinct ways men and women depict
female characters, appreciating how women write women as fully realized individuals,
while men often portray them in limitedyrolesyMary-Shelley’s fearless and powerful
voice, especially in "Frankenstein," resonates deeply, inspiring contemplation on
strength and identity. This academic setting serves as a backdrop for the protagonist’s

internal dialogue about courage and self-expression.

Following class, the protagonist’s teacher, Mrs. Riley, encourages her to apply for a
writing contest sponsored by the Auburn Township Council. Despite previous struggles
with prompts and self-doubt, Mrs. Riley urges persistence, emphasizing the importance
of finding a unique angle and trusting one’s voice. The protagonist is working on a
column about crows in folklore, using the fable of a thirsty crow raising water levels
with pebbles as a metaphor for incremental progress toward seemingly unattainable
goals, such as admission to NYU. This metaphor encapsulates the tentative hope and

effort driving her aspirations.

The protagonist wrestles with the tension between speaking truth and confronting the
conservative, male-dominated power structure in her town. She recognizes the
council’s composition—police officers, teachers, and family friends—and the risks of
presenting controversial ideas to an audience resistant to change. Past experiences of
witnessing dismissive attitudes toward women'’s voices, both in school and her
mother’s workplace, reinforce her awareness of the social constraints and the cost of

dissent. Despite this, she acknowledges the necessity of challenging these norms.

Ultimately, the chapter explores themes of voice, courage, and social inertia. The

protagonist contemplates the potential consequences of exposing uncomfortable



truths in a town that values conformity. She reflects on the metaphor of flames that
can either burn out or rage uncontrollably, symbolizing the precarious balance
between maintaining the status quo and igniting transformative change. The chapter
closes with a poignant recognition that some destructive forces persist because they
are essential to survival, underscoring the complexity of personal and communal

growth.



Chapter Forty

At the close of the day, the protagonist wrestles with anxiety about going home alone
due to her mother's absence and the office being locked. Liam, a thoughtful and
supportive friend, notices her predicament and offers her a place to stay during his
practice. Their interaction-reveals Liam's attentiveness and the protagonist’s
vulnerability, setting a tone of cautious hope amid hergdifficult circumstances. Liam'’s
gesture of kindness pravides a rare moment of comfort, even as the protagonist

contemplates the dangers she faces in her home environment.

Liam surprises her further by offering an old smartphone as a lifeline for emergencies,
highlighting the trust and concern in their relationship. Despite the potential safety net
the phone could provide, the protagonist refuses it, fearing the consequences if her
abuser discovers it. This refusal underscores the complexity of her situation—where
even help can carry risks—and the depth of her isolation. Liam’s understanding
response reflects his respect for her boundaries, even as he struggles with the limits of

what he can do.

While Liam practices, the protagonist stays in the gym, trying to distract herself with
schoolwork and thoughts of a scholarship essay that frustrates her. Her attempts to
focus are interrupted by Brody, a confrontational character who taunts her about her
social life and exhibits aggressive behavior. This encounter escalates when she
defends herself by throwing a basketball that accidentally injures Brody, intensifying

the tension and drawing the attention of others, including the football coach.

The chapter closes with the aftermath of this confrontation, as the football team and
coach intervene, signaling potential consequences for the protagonist’s actions. The
scene captures her ongoing struggle to assert herself in a hostile environment while
navigating complex social dynamics and personal fears. Throughout, the narrative

maintains a balance of vulnerability and resilience, illustrating the protagonist’s



challenging journey toward safety and self-empowerment.



Chapter Forty-One

In this chapter, the narrator and her sisters find comfort in each other's company as
they wrap themselves in blankets on the narrator’s bed, savoring a rare peaceful
moment after a tense Thanksgiving. Despite financial struggles and the cold creeping
into their home due to the-heating being off, they plan a cozy movie marathon to
make the most of theinweekend. Their bong: isrevidentas they share ideas and
laughter, creating a warm atmosphere that contrasts with the harshness of their

external circumstances.

The sisters decide on watching the entire "Lord of the Rings" trilogy, embracing the
idea of spending the day immersed in a shared adventure. Their excitement extends
to planning a balanced assortment of snacks, blending salty and sweet treats to
accompany their viewing. This simple joy highlights the importance of small pleasures
and togetherness during difficult times, serving as a temporary escape from the

stresses of winter and financial hardship.

A significant moment arises when Campbell asks if Liam, presumably the narrator’s
romantic interest, can join their movie marathon. Initially hesitant, the narrator
wrestles with the idea of mixing her close-knit, female-only tradition with someone
new. Yet, her sisters’ insistence on meeting Liam and the narrator’s own reflection on
the importance of acceptance and support from her family lead her to consider inviting
him. This decision symbolizes a step toward vulnerability and the merging of different

parts of her life.

The chapter closes with the narrator falling asleep to the soft whispers of her sisters,
feeling a rare sense of calm and hope. The looming worries about their living
conditions and the future momentarily fade, replaced by the warmth of familial love
and the possibility of new connections. This quiet, intimate scene underscores the

resilience found in sisterhood and the tentative optimism that can emerge even in
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Chapter Forty-Two

The chapter opens with a serene winter morning where the protagonist wakes to a
sunlit room reflecting the freshly fallen snow. The quietness of the house is comforting,
and the usual presence of crows around the yard is notably absent, signaling a
peaceful moment before the-day’s activity begins. The narrator carefully navigates the
house to avoid waking her younger sisters;;€ampbell @nd Juniper, highlighting a tender
family dynamic. The arrival of their mother in the kitchen adds to the calm

atmosphere, symbolizing stability and warmth amidst the cold outside.

As the morning unfolds, the playful energy of Juniper contrasts with Campbell’s
sleepiness, illustrating the unique personalities within the family. The narrator’s effort
to prepare for the day includes a trip to the attic to retrieve winter clothes, where she
unexpectedly discovers a box of her mother’s high school memorabilia. Among the
nostalgic items, a literary magazine edited by her mother reveals a previously
unknown side of her, showcasing her poetic talents and creative past. This discovery
deepens the narrator’s appreciation for her mother and creates a meaningful

connection between generations.

The chapter also touches on the theme of familial support and growing relationships,
as the protagonist thoughtfully leaves a note encouraging her mother’s creative
expression. The warmth of the kitchen scene, filled with laughter and preparations for
the day, reflects the strong bonds and shared moments that define their family life.
The protagonist’s interaction with her mother about inviting Liam over signifies a step
forward in her personal life, indicating trust and the blending of family and romantic

relationships.

Finally, the conversation between the protagonist and Liam reveals a lighthearted and
affectionate dynamic, filled with teasing and genuine care. Their playful exchange

about snowball fights and the protagonist’s smile conveys the happiness and comfort



she finds in this connection. The chapter closes on a hopeful note, emphasizing
themes of love, family, and the joy found in everyday moments during a snowy winter

day.



Chapter Forty-Three

In this chapter, the narrator eagerly awaits Liam’s arrival on a snowy day, capturing
the nervous excitement and hopeful anticipation of their meeting. Despite the snow-
covered streets and the difficulty parking, Liam’s presence brings warmth and joy. The
scene transitions to the backyard where the narrator, Liam, and the
children—Campbell and-Juniper—engagejin-playfulisnowball battles. The initial
hesitation between Liam and the narrator fades as they dive into the fun, highlighting
the growing bond among them. Their playful interactions reveal the tenderness

beneath their youthful energy, blending warmth with the chill of winter.

The snowball fight quickly escalates into a spirited competition, with Liam leading one
team and the narrator and Campbell on the other. The children’s enthusiasm,
especially Juniper’s fierce and fearless attitude, adds a lively dynamic to the game.
Despite their best efforts, the narrator and Campbell’s fort is overwhelmed, resulting in
laughter and camaraderie rather than defeat. This moment of shared joy and
lightheartedness contrasts with the narrator’s internal feelings of coldness and
vulnerability, revealing a deeper emotional layer beneath the surface of the playful

afternoon.

Following the game, Liam offers comfort and warmth to the narrator, symbolized by
their intimate exchange of kisses. The playful teasing from Campbell about their
relationship highlights the closeness between the group. The narrator’s attention shifts
to a crow sliding down the roof, a metaphor for playfulness and freedom that
resonates with her reflective mood. Liam’s casual and supportive presence helps
ground her overthinking, underscoring the growing emotional connection between

them and the quiet moments of understanding that accompany their relationship.

The chapter concludes with a poignant discovery of a letter from Juniper to a crow

named Joe, revealing a tender and imaginative relationship between the child and the



bird. The letter and the gifts Joe brings symbolize innocence, kindness, and the magic
of childhood. Liam’s surprise at Juniper’s correspondence with Joe adds a layer of
wonder to the scene, while the narrator’s knowledge of the gifts hints at a deeper
story. This delicate moment enriches the chapter’s themes of connection, family, and

the small acts of love that bind them together.



Chapter Forty-Four

In the middle of the night, the protagonist is abruptly awakened by their mother’s
distressed cries, followed by the sudden and frantic entrance of the younger girls,
Cammy and Juniper. Their terrified demeanor and urgent pleas reveal a dangerous
situation unfolding downstairs, where the mother appears to be suffering at the hands
of a violent presence. The protagonist quicklyrtakes 'change, instructing the girls to
hide in the armoire forsafety, despite the unsettling feeling of leaving them alone in
the dark. The tension escalates as the protagonist battles their instinct to intervene

immediately, understanding that any rash action could worsen the situation.

As the protagonist sits frozen on the staircase, straining to hear the events below, the
house itself seems to fracture under the weight of the turmoil. A growing crack in the
wall symbolizes the fragility of their home and the breaking point of their family’s
safety. The mother’s silent communication and the menacing figure wielding a kitchen
knife heighten the sense of danger. The protagonist’s internal struggle intensifies, torn
between the urge to protect their mother and the necessity to remain hidden to

prevent further violence.

The confrontation reaches a climax when the protagonist attempts to lead their
mother away from the threat, only to be violently pushed back and spat upon by the
aggressor. Despite the physical and emotional assault, the mother intervenes to shield
the protagonist, urging them to escape while reassuring them that everything will be
alright. This moment underscores the complex dynamics of fear, protection, and

resilience within the family, highlighting the mother’s strength amid vulnerability.

Finally, the aggressor departs, leaving the family shaken but momentarily safe. The
protagonist reunites with the younger girls in their hiding place, overwhelmed by relief
and tears. The chapter closes on a note of fragile survival, capturing the raw emotions

of fear, love, and hope as the family braces for what lies ahead. The scene conveys a



powerful portrayal of domestic turmoil and the courage required to endure it.



Chapter Forty-Five

The chapter opens with poignant memories of childhood pain, illustrating the
narrator’s early experiences of physical and emotional hurt. From stepping on scrap
metal at age four to enduring a fever at seven and grappling with the overwhelming
emotions of puberty at eleven, these instances set the stage for understanding pain as
both a physical and psychological expeniencerifhe recurring question, "Where does it
hurt?" reveals a deep concern and an attempt to locate and comprehend suffering,

framing the narrative’s exploration of trauma and vulnerability.

As the focus shifts to the present, the narrator confronts a reversal of roles: it is now
the mother who is hurt, physically and emotionally. The mother’s pain is palpable,
expressed through her withdrawn posture and silent tears that fall unnoticed. The
surrounding environment, marked by the cawing of crows, adds a haunting, almost
ritualistic atmosphere to her suffering. This imagery underscores the depth of her
despair and the isolation she feels, contrasting with the narrator’s desire to provide

comfort and reassurance.

The mother’s anguish is revealed to be rooted not only in physical abuse but in the
emotional aftermath of abandonment. The chapter exposes the harrowing reality of
domestic violence, recounting the mother’s experiences of verbal and physical
torment inflicted by a violent partner. Her pain is compounded by his departure, which
leaves her devastated and longing for his return despite the harm he caused. This
complex interplay of fear, love, and loss highlights the enduring impact of trauma on

both victim and family.

In the closing reflection, the narrator internalizes the question, recognizing that pain is
pervasive and multifaceted. The final admission, "Everywhere," captures the all-
encompassing nature of suffering that transcends physical wounds to include

emotional and psychological scars. This chapter poignantly portrays the cyclical nature



of pain within a family affected by abuse, emphasizing the profound and lasting

wounds borne by both mother and child.



Chapter Forty-Six

The chapter opens with Leighton waking up to a heavy, aching sadness rather than
fear, surrounded by her mother and sisters in a cramped bed. She notices the absence
of Liam's truck, suggesting he stayed at the office overnight. The quiet tension
contrasts with the usual anxiety she feels, setting a somber tone. As her mother
quietly tends to the younger children, Leighton-sensessthe fragility of their situation,
reflecting on the complex emotional dynamics within her family and the strain caused

by Liam's behavior and the financial pressures they face during the winter slowdown.

Leighton and her mother share a bittersweet moment recalling their childhood game of
creating nonsensical malaphors, a tender memory that now feels distant and fraught.
Their playful exchange quickly sours as Leighton confronts her mother about the need
for a restraining order against Liam, revealing the depth of her concern and

frustration. Her mother, however, remains conflicted, emphasizing the importance of
preserving the marriage and the home Liam grew up in, while suggesting a temporary

retreat to Nana’s house to let tensions cool, a plan Leighton resists vehemently.

The emotional divide between mother and daughter deepens as they argue over
responsibility and safety, with Leighton’s sharp words leaving both feeling wounded.
Despite the pain, her mother asks for time to think, offering a fragile truce. Leighton
decides to spend the weekend apart, staying with a friend instead of joining the family
at Nana's, highlighting her need for space to process the turmoil. Campbell’s quiet
support underscores the uncertainty and unresolved tension that pervades their family

life.

As her family leaves, Leighton faces the cold reality of her fractured home and
uncertain future. Liam’s delayed arrival to drive her to school adds to the strain, yet
their brief exchange is marked by a muted understanding of the challenges they face.

The chapter closes with Leighton stepping into the cold, snow-covered landscape



dotted with crows—a symbolic backdrop that mirrors the darkness and complexity of
her internal and external struggles, leaving readers with a sense of unresolved conflict

and fragile hope.



Chapter Forty-Seven

In this chapter, the protagonist finds comfort in a quiet Friday evening spent with Liam,
who kindly shows her the ropes of his home and offers her a shirt to wear for the night.
Their interaction is relaxed and domestic, highlighted by Liam’s thoughtful preparation
of a tray filled with various-peanut butter sandwiches and a selection of female-led
superhero movies. Their-bonding over thesejsimple-pleasures underscores a sense of
ease and connection, despite the scarcity of women-fronted superhero films. The
night's atmosphere is intimate yet unhurried, setting a tone of warmth and budding

closeness between them.

As they settle on the couch to watch Wonder Woman, the tension between their
growing attraction and caution becomes apparent. Liam expresses concern about
moving too quickly, fearing that progressing physically might lead to feelings of
pressure or imbalance given recent events in their lives. This hesitation reveals his
respect and sensitivity toward the protagonist’s emotional state, even as it sparks
frustration in her. She asserts her autonomy and reassures him that their relationship
is separate from the troubling influences of her past, emphasizing mutual consent and

desire as the foundation for any intimacy.

The protagonist then reveals that she is on the birth control pill, a decision she made
thoughtfully and independently, which surprises Liam but helps alleviate his worries.
This disclosure signifies her readiness to take control of her choices while also
demonstrating her maturity and careful planning in contrast to impulsive decisions.
Their dialogue about timelines for intimacy reflects a shared understanding and
willingness to move forward at a pace that feels right for both, reinforcing the trust

and respect growing between them.

The chapter concludes with a heartfelt confession from Liam, who distinguishes his

feelings for the protagonist from his past superficial relationships. He openly admits



tha