Blood & Honey

Blood & Honey is the second book in the Serpent & Dove trilogy, a YA fantasy
romance series set in a richly imagined, witch-filled version of 19th-century France.
The story continues the tumultuous journey of Louise "Lou" Le Blanc, a fiery witch,
and Reid Diggory, a devout Chasseur (witch hunter), whose forced marriage in Book

1 (Serpent & Dove) upended both their lives.

As war between witches and the Church escalates, Lou and Reid flee with their
allies—including the brooding vampire Ansel and the cunning Coco. They must
navigate treacherous alliances, dark magic, and their own conflicted loyalties while
being hunted by enemies on all sides. The novel delves deeper into themes of
identity, sacrifice, and love vs. duty, with lush prose, steamy romance, and high-

stakes action.

Mahurin’s blend of wit, angst, and Gothic atmosphere makes this a gripping
sequel, though some critics note its "middle-book syndrome" (slower pacing to bridge

the series).

Tomorrow: Lou

The chapter opens with Lou and her companions sheltering in a magical hollow within
La Foret des Yeux, protected from an approaching storm by Madame Labelle’s spells.
The atmosphere is tense, with the group living off meager rations like pine nuts and
wild onions. Lou attempts to bake bread from ground bark, showcasing her
determination to add variety to their bleak diet. The setting reflects their precarious

situation—hidden from enemies but constrained by their surroundings.



Interactions among the group reveal their dynamics: Beau’s disdain for Lou’s cooking,
Ansel’s polite hesitation, and Reid’s supportive yet humorous attempts to encourage
Lou. The playful banter contrasts with their dire circumstances, highlighting their
resilience. Lou’s frustration with their limited food options and Beau’s teasing add

levity, while Reid’s affection for Lou provides warmth amid the group’s hardships.

Madame Labelle interrupts their moment of camaraderie, forbidding Lou and Reid from
leaving camp due to the heightened danger. She emphasizes the threat posed by
huntsmen, witches, and the king’s guard, especially after Florin’s death. The group’s
wanted posters, inaccurately depicting Lou and Reid, underscore their notoriety. This
confrontation reveals tensions between Lou’s desire for freedom and the practical

need for caution.

The chapter ends with Reid humorously choking on Lou’s burnt bread, eliciting

laughter from Beau and concern from Ansel. Despite the mishap, Reid’s unwavering
support for Lou reinforces their bond. The scene encapsulates the group’s ability to
find humor and connection even in adversity, while the looming storm and external

threats remind readers of the challenges they still face.



Stolen Moments: Reid

Reid watches Lou sleep peacefully, her rhythmic breathing a stark contrast to his own
restless state. Since Modraniht, sleep eludes him, and when it comes, it brings dark,
disturbing dreams. A shadowy figure, Absalon—a matagot drawn to troubled
souls—joins him, reinforcing-his inner turmoil. Reid tries to dismiss the creature but

ultimately allows its presence, a silent acknowledgment of his unspoken distress.

Lou wakes and notices Reid’s wakefulness, her concern evident as she searches his
eyes. Their conversation shifts to her mother, whom Lou describes as someone who
lost herself to the addictive nature of magic. She explains how power corrupted her
mother, turning her into someone unrecognizable. Lou defends magic as a beautiful
gift, urging Reid to embrace his own connection to it, though he remains hesitant and

withdrawn.

The discussion turns to the impending funeral for Lou’s father, a topic laden with
tension. Reid reassures her that the king will honor the dead man despite his
scandalous ties to a witch. Lou’s grief and confusion are palpable, but Reid’s internal
struggle is far deeper. He grapples with the weight of his actions—having killed her
father—and fears the moment she discovers the truth, knowing it will shatter their

bond.

As Lou presses Reid to confront his emotions, he is overwhelmed by guilt and shame.
A flashback of the murder haunts him, and he pleads with her silently, unable to voice
his confession. The chapter ends with Reid on the brink of emotional collapse, trapped
between his love for Lou and the irreversible act that threatens to destroy their

relationship.



A Warning Bell: Reid

The chapter opens with Lou floating serenely in a frozen pool, her ethereal beauty
likened to that of a melusine. Reid observes her with a mix of admiration and curiosity
as snowflakes gather on her skin. Their playful banter reveals a comfortable intimacy,
with Lou teasing Reid about-magic and his apparent lack of enthusiasm. The scene is
charged with warmth despite the icy surroundings,jas kou offers to teach Reid how to

heat water, hinting at the magical undercurrents between them.

Reid’s internal conflict becomes apparent as Lou probes his knowledge of magic,
inadvertently touching on a painful memory—the death of the Archbishop. The weight
of his actions lingers, and Reid retreats into himself, struggling to face Lou’s piercing
gaze. The atmosphere shifts when Reid hears a whisper in the wind, a haunting
reminder of the Archbishop’s words, "You were like a son to me." This moment of

unease underscores Reid’s guilt and the psychological toll of his past.

Lou shares a harrowing story from her past, recounting the night she fled her mother,
Morgane, and the terrifying hallucinations she experienced in the forest. The trees, she
explains, can manifest fears into monstrous visions, a revelation that deepens the
sense of dread. Reid listens intently, struck by Lou’s vulnerability and the scars—both
physical and emotional—that she carries. Her tale of survival and the horrors she faced

adds layers to her character and their shared connection.

The chapter closes with a lingering sense of unease as Reid grapples with the idea that
the trees might still be watching them, serving as Morgane’s spies. Lou’s attempt to
reassure him falls short, as Reid remains hyperaware of their vulnerability. The pool,
once a place of playful intimacy, now feels exposed, and the chapter leaves readers

with a foreboding sense that the past—and its ghosts—is never far behind.



Pretty Porcelain: Lou

Lou awakens in a disoriented state, her body tingling with residual heat as she regains
consciousness in a snowy, blood-stained environment. The scene is grim—four dead
Chasseurs lie nearby, their blood melting the snow, while Reid lies motionless nearby,
barely alive after sacrificing-himself to save her. Panicked, Lou checks his pulse and
discovers he’s clingingto_life, though hisyeconditionjis dire: Realizing he nearly died
transferring his body heat to her, she is overwhelmed by guilt and desperation, vowing

to save him in return.

Driven by urgency, Lou taps into a mysterious golden energy, manipulating a memory
of her mother to channel warmth into Reid. The memory shifts painfully, revealing her
mother’s cold rejection, but Lou uses its residual heat to revive him. As Reid stirs, he’s
horrified by the carnage around them—his own brethren slain by his hand. Lou tries to
ground him, instructing him to sever the magical bond between them, but his
emotional turmoil is palpable. His hollow expression and detached demeanor hint at

the trauma of choosing Lou over his fellow Chasseurs.

The weight of Reid’s actions settles heavily between them. Lou attempts to downplay
the situation with forced levity, but her internal monologue betrays her fear and
insecurity. She worries Reid regrets saving her, especially when he hesitates to take
her offered hand. His eventual grip reassures her momentarily, but the emotional
damage lingers. The chapter highlights their fraught dynamic, with Lou oscillating

between sarcasm and vulnerability, while Reid grapples with guilt and dissociation.

As they prepare to leave the bloody scene, Lou’s dark humor masks her unease, and
Reid’s silence speaks volumes. The chapter ends on a tense note, underscoring the
sacrifices they’ve made for each other and the emotional toll of their choices. Their
relationship remains fragile, tested by violence and betrayal, yet bound by an

unspoken loyalty. The icy setting mirrors their internal struggles, leaving their future



uncertain as they return to face further dangers.
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The Wisest Course of Action: Reid

The chapter opens with a tense atmosphere as Lou questions how their enemy,
Morgane, discovered their camp's location. The group debates whether Morgane could
have flown there or if she had been secretly observing them all along. Madame Labelle
insists her protective enchantments should have prevented this, but doubts linger.
Reid, lost in thought by the fire; recalls Morgane's, eryptic:message about "green tears"

and a "pall," sensing a deeper, more ominous plan at work.

Lou concludes that they must leave immediately to evade Morgane, though Coco
worries she will simply follow them. Reid remains silent, grappling with the realization
that Morgane's note hints at an attack during the Archbishop's funeral. He understands
her tactics better than anyone and recognizes the funeral as a trap. However, he
struggles with the moral dilemma of risking Lou's life to save countless others,

knowing that her safety is intertwined with his own.

Reid's internal conflict intensifies as he weighs the lives of unknown family members
against Lou's survival. He recalls a past moment where Lou nearly died, reinforcing his
refusal to lose her. Yet, the thought of abandoning innocent people to Morgane's
schemes feels equally unbearable. The group remains unaware of his turmoil, with
Beau dismissing his theories as overreach. Madame Labelle gently suggests his grief

for the Archbishop may be clouding his judgment.

Despite the skepticism, Reid stands firm in his belief that Morgane will strike at the
funeral. He argues that her message clearly signals her intentions, even if the others
fail to see it. The chapter ends with Reid unresolved, torn between protecting Lou and
preventing a massacre. His emotional detachment begins to crack as he acknowledges
the weight of his decision, leaving the group—and the reader—in suspense about his

next move.



Painted Hair: Lou

The chapter opens with Madame Labelle presenting Lou with a complex alchemical
mixture to dye her hair gold, emphasizing the impracticality of the time-consuming
process. Lou rejects the idea, wary of using magic after a recent conflict with Reid,
who remains distant and hostile. The group discusses alternative, non-magical
disguises, but Madame Labelle’s suggestionss==such-asrpickled leeches or toxic lead
oxide paste—are met with disgust and concern over dangerous side effects. The
tension highlights Lou’s determination to avoid magic while underscoring the group’s

precarious situation.

Lou’s refusal to use magic stems from Reid’s traumatic experiences with it, which have
left him deeply distrustful. The group debates whether Reid will ever reconcile with his
magical abilities, especially given the ominous presence of a matagot, a supernatural
entity. Madame Labelle dismisses the idea that the matagot is solely linked to Reid,
suggesting Lou’s own troubled history with her murderous mother, Morgane, could be
the cause. Lou deflects the concern, focusing instead on practical disguises like ribbon

and hair dye to evade capture by Chasseurs or recognition from wanted posters.

The mood lightens briefly as Lou and Coco mock the exaggerated scar depicted on
Lou’s wanted poster, sharing a moment of levity. However, the underlying anxiety
resurfaces when Ansel voices fears about their safety, particularly Reid’s vulnerability
if they separate to seek allies. Lou acknowledges the risk but insists on the necessity
of dividing their group to recruit La Voisin’s blood witches for their plan to confront
Morgane. Reid’s earlier outburst against the separation lingers as a point of

contention.

The chapter concludes with a glimmer of hope as La Voisin’s potential alliance is
mentioned, though the challenges ahead remain daunting. The group’s

dynamics—ranging from humor to tension—reflect their shared trauma and



determination to survive. Lou’s pragmatic approach clashes with Madame Labelle’s
skepticism, while the looming threat of Morgane and the Chasseurs keeps the stakes
high. The chapter sets the stage for a risky confrontation, balancing camaraderie with

underlying dread.



Claud Deveraux: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid refusing a drink from Lou in a chaotic tavern filled with
actors and locals. The atmosphere is tense as Reid struggles with his emotions,
frustrated by his inability to focus on their mission to gather information about
Morgane’s plans. Lou attempts to lighten the mood, but Reid remains distant,
consumed by panic at the thought of herjleaving«The tavern’s raucous environment
contrasts sharply with Reid’s inner turmoil, and his inability to articulate his fears

strains their interaction.

Reid’s anxiety intensifies as he notices wanted posters of himself and Lou, highlighting
their precarious situation. Lou’s forced laughter masks her fear, while Reid grapples
with the implications of being wanted alive. Their conversation shifts to the possibility
of fleeing, but Lou insists on staying to confront Morgane, arguing that her magic and
identity are tied to this conflict. Reid’s internal conflict is palpable as he wrestles with
his desire to protect Lou and his fear of losing her, further complicated by her reckless

behavior.

The tension between Reid and Lou escalates as she playfully dumps whiskey on Ansel,
drawing unwanted attention. Reid’s protective instincts kick in as he adjusts her hood,
fearing her distinctive appearance might reveal her identity. His actions reflect his
deepening concern for her safety, even as he struggles to express his feelings. Lou’s
defiance and Reid’s restraint create a dynamic of push-and-pull, underscoring their

unresolved emotional tension and the high stakes of their mission.

The chapter closes with Reid’s internal monologue, revealing his conflicting desires to
both protect Lou and stay by her side. His fear of making reckless decisions in her
presence contrasts with Lou’s carefree attitude, highlighting their differing approaches
to danger. The underlying theme of sacrifice and loyalty emerges as Reid questions

whether Lou would prioritize their survival over the kingdom'’s fate. Their unresolved



emotions and the looming threat of Morgane leave the reader anticipating the next

steps in their perilous journey.



Marionette: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid reflecting on his lack of combat experience alongside Lou,
despite their tumultuous lives. He recalls previous encounters where Lou’s brutal
efficiency in dispatching enemies left him in awe. Now, withessing her in action again,
he realizes she is a formidable force. Lou moves with unexpected speed and precision,
using both her knife and-magic to overpower ppponentsjleaving Reid to grapple with

the reality of her deadly prowess.

As the bar fight escalates, Reid quickly assesses the danger and prioritizes the safety
of their companions. He forces Coco, Beau, Ansel, and Madame Labelle to flee,
recognizing that their anonymity is their only protection. Meanwhile, Lou engages
multiple attackers, parrying blows and using her magic to incapacitate them. The
chaos intensifies as villagers panic and bounty hunters reveal themselves, trapping

Reid and Lou inside the bar.

Reid and Lou fight side by side, their coordination seamless despite the dire
circumstances. Lou’s playful banter contrasts with the violence, as she bites Roy and
kisses Reid mid-battle. Their chemistry is undeniable, even as they face overwhelming
odds. Reid blocks a crushing blow from the barkeep, while Lou continues to taunt and
outmaneuver their enemies, demonstrating her creativity in combat and her

unshakable confidence.

The chapter culminates with Lou and Reid confronting the bounty hunters at the door.
Lou negotiates with them, feigning sympathy for their cause while subtly threatening
them. The hunters remain unmoved, valuing the king’s bounty over her offer. Lou’s wit
and Reid’s determination highlight their resilience, leaving the reader on edge as the
confrontation remains unresolved. The tension between survival and surrender lingers,

setting the stage for the next chapter.



White Shadows: Lou

The chapter opens with Lou's visceral disdain for fire, a force that has already scarred
her physically and emotionally. As a pub explodes around her and Reid, she harnesses
a magical golden cord to create a protective shield, channeling her fear into icy
crystals that momentarily-hold back the flames. Despite their narrow escape, Lou
struggles to suppress herrage upon seeingReidinjuned and the bounty hunters
consumed by the fire. The chaos is compounded by the mysterious disappearance of

Claud Deveraux, leaving them vulnerable and questioning his motives.

Amidst the blazing wreckage, Lou and Reid attempt to flee, but the shield begins to fail
as smoke and heat overwhelm them. Lou's traumatic memories of another fire
resurface, heightening her panic. She pushes Reid to safety before collapsing in the
mud, physically and emotionally drained. The arrival of hostile villagers armed with
makeshift weapons escalates the danger, their cries of "Witch!" and demands for the
Chasseurs underscoring the pervasive threat Lou faces as a magical being in a hostile

world.

Lou's physical and mental state deteriorates rapidly, her vision blurring and her body
succumbing to exhaustion and injury. Reid remains her steadfast protector, wielding
his Balisarda to fend off attackers while supporting her weight. Lou's disjointed
thoughts reveal her fear of an unseen female figure—possibly a past
tormentor—whose impending arrival fills her with dread. Her delirious confession to
Reid, "I wish | was your wife," hints at deeper emotional ties between them, even as

she slips into unconsciousness.

The chapter closes with Lou losing her grip on reality, her senses overwhelmed by
pain, smoke, and the encroaching darkness. Reid's promise—"1 won’t let her hurt you
again"—offers a fleeting sense of security, but the blinding white shadow that tears

through her throat suggests the threat is far from over. The intense physical and



emotional stakes, combined with the unresolved tension between Lou, Reid, and their
unseen adversaries, leave the reader anticipating the next confrontation in their

harrowing journey.



Crosses to Bear: Lou

Lou awakens to the sound of Reid and Coco arguing, her body aching but her back
pain mysteriously gone. She feigns sleep, noticing the honeyed taste in her mouth and
the cool air on her bare back where her shirt has been cut open. Reid’s frustration is
palpable as he questions why Lou hasn’t fully recovered, while Coco dismissively
explains the severity of-Lou’s internal injuriesifrompusingmagic. The tension between

them is thick, with Lousilently observing, torn between irritation and exhaustion.

The argument escalates as Reid accuses Lou of erratic behavior since using magic,
citing her impulsive actions and emotional instability. Lou’s indignation grows as she
overhears his criticisms, feeling betrayed despite her efforts to protect him. Coco
defends Lou, mocking Reid’s emotional detachment, but the conversation takes a
darker turn when Reid expresses concern that Lou’s behavior mirrors someone
dangerous. Coco warns him to stop, her voice trembling with anger, as she

emphasizes the sacrificial nature of their magic.

Coco confronts Reid about his hypocrisy, pointing out his own “poison” while defending
Lou’s struggles. She admits Lou will deteriorate further before improving, a grim
prophecy that hangs heavily in the air. Lou, overhearing this, is hurt and angered,
recalling a painful memory of her mother’s cryptic advice about fear and discovery.
The chapter delves into Lou’s internal conflict, as she insists she’s fine despite the

accusations, though her emotions betray her.

The chapter ends with Lou abruptly sitting up, startled by a cat in her face, her torn
shirt fluttering. Reid’s relief at her awakening is evident, but the unresolved tension
lingers. Lou’s physical recovery contrasts with the emotional wounds laid bare by the
argument, leaving her to grapple with the unsettling predictions about her future. The
scene sets the stage for further conflict and self-reflection as Lou struggles to reconcile

her perceived control with the reality of her magical toll.



Troupe De Fortune: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid's unease about Lou's plan to seek refuge with Claud
Deveraux's acting troupe. Despite his objections, Lou insists that Deveraux is their
best chance for survival, as he had previously helped them and seems to harbor no ill
will toward witches. Reid remains skeptical, noting that Deveraux's motives are
unclear and that their safety hinges on tnustingiastranger who knows Lou's secret. The
group reluctantly prepares to leave, with Reid sensing an ominous presence in the

forest—a pair of silver eyes watching them before disappearing into the shadows.

As they arrive at the village square, the troupe is bustling with activity, preparing to
depart under the new moon. Deveraux exudes enthusiasm, dismissing concerns about
the dangers ahead, while his colleague Zenna voices skepticism about their risky
venture. The tension between practicality and Deveraux's whimsical optimism is
palpable. Lou hesitates before approaching Deveraux, introducing herself and her
companions by their real names—a bold move that underscores their desperation.
Reid notices Lou's deliberate omission of his surname, signaling unresolved personal

tensions.

Deveraux recognizes Lou and seems intrigued by their sudden appearance. Lou openly
admits their precarious situation, referencing the wanted posters and the destruction
they've left behind. A confrontation erupts when a troupe member accuses Lou of
unjustly killing the Holy Father, igniting Lou's anger and Reid's suppressed grief. Ansel
intervenes to de-escalate the situation, but the exchange highlights the deep divisions
and trauma within the group. Reid struggles to contain his emotions, haunted by

memories of the Holy Father's betrayal.

Despite the tension, Lou refocuses on their immediate need: safe passage to Cesarine.
Deveraux's theatrical demeanor contrasts sharply with the gravity of their

circumstances, leaving Reid wary of the unpredictable alliance. The chapter ends with



the group on the brink of joining the troupe, their fate uncertain as they prepare to
navigate both external dangers and internal turmoil. The snowy setting and eerie

forest presence foreshadow further challenges ahead.



The Missing Prince: Lou

Lou, Coco, Ansel, and Nicholina journey through an eerie, sentient forest where the
ancient trees seem to breathe and watch them. The atmosphere is tense as Coco
reveals her aunt feeds the trees her blood to ensure their loyalty. The group presses
forward, sensing the camp-before seeing it, with the acrid scent of blood magic
overwhelming Lou’s senses. Nicholina’sjsilenceand-the, forest’s oppressive presence

heighten their unease, setting a foreboding tone for their arrival.

Upon reaching the camp, they find a bleak scene of threadbare tents and gaunt
witches huddled around fires. The witches’ haunted expressions and desperate
demeanor contrast sharply with Lou’s expectations of a powerful alliance. Ansel
notices male witches, sparking curiosity about their magical abilities, while Lou
grapples with Reid’s absence, feeling his lack deeply. The camp’s dismal state raises

doubts about Coco’s aunt’s strength and their prospects for safety.

Nicholina’s erratic behavior escalates as she alternates between eerie silence and
manic threats, snapping at Lou with unsettling violence. Coco intervenes, asserting
authority over Nicholina, who reveals they will share a single tent. Ansel’s nervous
reaction and Lou’s sarcastic quip lighten the mood momentarily, but the underlying
tension remains. Nicholina’s unpredictability and the camp’s grim conditions leave the

group wary of what lies ahead.

The chapter closes with the group preparing to face Coco’s aunt, Josephine, though
their exhaustion and the camp’s unsettling environment weigh heavily on them. Lou’s
internal conflict and Ansel’s unease highlight their vulnerability, while Coco’s strained
demeanor suggests deeper tensions. The forest’s malevolent presence and the
witches’ desperation foreshadow challenges to come, leaving the reader with a sense

of impending danger and uncertainty.



One Step Forward: Reid

Reid Diggory grapples with the weight of his past actions and the resentment directed
at him by others, symbolized by the knife he holds—a weapon purchased from a smith
who later conspired against him. The chapter opens with Reid reflecting on how his
uniform and beliefs have alienated him from those around him, including farmers in
Saint-Loire. His internal-conflictis palpablejas-heracknoewledges his role in the hostility

he faces, setting the tone for his emotional turmoil throughout the chapter.

The scene shifts to Reid practicing his knife-throwing skills, which draws exaggerated
praise from Deveraux, a flamboyant character who insists on crafting a theatrical
stage name for him. Despite Reid’s reluctance, Deveraux proposes grandiose titles like
"The Red Death," much to the amusement of Beau, Reid’'s companion. The banter
highlights Reid’s discomfort with the attention and his resistance to embracing a new

identity, underscoring his struggle with self-acceptance and the expectations of others.

Deveraux’s insistence on outfitting Reid and Beau for their roles in the traveling
company further emphasizes the tension between Reid’s desire for solitude and the
demands of his new circumstances. Beau’s reluctance to participate and Deveraux’s
wine-scented enthusiasm add a layer of dark humor to the exchange. The discussion
of sleeping arrangements introduces new characters, Toulouse and Thierry, hinting at

potential future connections while reinforcing Reid’s suspicion and isolation.

The chapter culminates in a poignant moment as Deveraux confronts Reid about his
emotional state, bluntly addressing his trauma, self-loathing, and the rift in his
marriage. Reid’s anger flares at the intrusion, but Deveraux’s words strike a chord,
suggesting that Reid must reconcile with himself before he can connect with others.
This confrontation serves as a turning point, foreshadowing Reid’s potential growth

and the challenges he must overcome to heal.



The White Pattern: Lou

Lou and her companions, including Ansel and Gabrielle, trek through La Féret des
Yeux, searching for Etienne under a tense deadline. Lou reflects on Gabrielle’s
resemblance to Reid, her half-brother, while bantering with Ansel about her potential
future as La Dame des Sorcieres. Their playful exchange turns serious when Ansel
questions whether Loustruly wants to inheritjher moether Morgane’s divine power and if
she can bring herself to kill her. Lou deflects, revealing her unresolved feelings about

the inevitability of their confrontation.

The group’s mission grows increasingly urgent as Lou struggles to locate Etienne using
her pattern magic, which is mysteriously tangled and ineffective. La Voisin suspects
someone powerful is shielding Etienne’s location, and Lou fears it might be Morgane.
The atmosphere grows eerie as Nicholina, a unsettling presence, taunts Lou with
cryptic rhymes about the forest’s watchful eyes. Lou’s frustration mounts as time slips

away, and the looming sunrise threatens their failure.

Tensions escalate when a sudden noise interrupts their search, putting everyone on
edge. Nicholina’s bizarre behavior and ominous warnings unsettle the group,
particularly Ismay, who is torn between protecting her daughter Gabrielle and
investigating the sound. Lou, armed and wary, urges Ismay to go ahead while
promising to safeqguard Gabrielle. The chapter underscores the pervasive sense of
danger and uncertainty, with Lou’s internal conflict mirroring the external threats

surrounding them.

The chapter closes with Lou’s unease lingering, heightened by Nicholina’s haunting
words and the unresolved mystery of Etienne’s disappearance. The forest itself feels
alive and menacing, amplifying the group’s vulnerability. Lou’s determination to fulfill
her bargain with La Voisin clashes with her growing doubts about their mission’s

feasibility, leaving readers with a sense of impending confrontation and unanswered
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The Fool: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid attempting to engage in conversation with Toulouse and
Thierry, two mysterious brothers in the Troupe de Fortune. Reid’s awkwardness is
palpable as he asks about Toulouse’s facial tattoo, a golden rose, which leads to an
uncomfortable exchange. The brothers’ enigmatic demeanor and Reid’s lack of social
finesse create tension,highlighting his struggleito feign friendship as part of his
mother’s plan to defeat Morgane. Meanwhile, Madame Labelle’s efforts to befriend

others in the group contrast sharply with Reid’s strained interactions.

Reid’s internal conflict is evident as he grapples with the morality of deceit, even if it
serves a greater purpose. Toulouse introduces a tarot card, "The Fool," explaining its
significance and revealing his tattoos of the Major Arcana. Reid’s discomfort grows, as
the Church’s teachings condemn such practices. The brothers’ amused reactions to
Reid’s awkwardness further isolate him, and his mother’s impatient gestures only add
to his frustration. The scene underscores Reid’s isolation and the challenges of his

mission.

The dynamic between Reid and the brothers intensifies as Toulouse reveals they are
psychics, adding a layer of mystique and danger. Reid’s suspicion of their magical
abilities clashes with his need to gain their trust. His blunt question about bloodshed
hints at his underlying hostility and the brothers’ possible dark past. The tension is
palpable as Reid struggles to navigate the conversation, his military background ill-

suited for subtle diplomacy.

The chapter concludes with Reid’s growing realization of the complexities of his
mission. His inability to connect with Toulouse and Thierry mirrors his broader struggle
to reconcile his beliefs with the demands of the plan. The brothers’ cryptic responses
and Reid’s internal turmoil foreshadow deeper conflicts ahead. The scene captures

Reid’s vulnerability and the precariousness of his position, setting the stage for further



challenges in his quest to defeat Morgane.
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Blood Drops: Lou

The chapter opens with Lou witnessing a blood witch ritual called *pendency*, where
Gabrielle mourns her mother’s death. The atmosphere is heavy with grief as Lou
reflects on the brutal murder of Etienne Gilly, whose charred and decapitated body
was left as a gruesome message. The witches reveal a pattern: victims are rumored to
be the king’s illegitimate children, suggesting-ajtargetedrcampaign of torture. Lou
suspects her mother, Morgane, is behind these killings, possibly as retaliation for her
defiance or as part of a larger, unexplained plan. The violence feels personal,

especially since Etienne’s body was placed near Lou’s tent.

Lou grapples with guilt and fear, realizing Morgane’s actions may be directed at her
rather than the king. She recalls her mother’s threat to harm those close to her if she
fled, and Etienne’s death seems to confirm this warning. Despite the urgency to
reunite with Reid and Beau, who are also in danger, Lou stays to support Gabrielle
through the ritual. The chapter highlights Lou’s internal conflict—her desire to protect
her friends clashes with her dread of Morgane’s next move. The blood witches’ ancient

mourning customs underscore the gravity of the situation.

The narrative shifts to Lou’s interactions with Gabrielle and Ansel, revealing their
camaraderie amidst the tension. Gabrielle’s innocent yet perceptive comments about
Coco, the blood witches’ *princesse*, spark Lou’s curiosity about Coco’s troubled past.
Gabrielle explains that some witches resent Coco due to her mother’s betrayal, which
exiled their community. This revelation deepens Lou’s empathy for Coco, as she
reflects on her own strained relationship with Morgane. The chapter subtly contrasts

Lou’s maternal trauma with Coco’s, adding layers to their bond.

As the chapter concludes, Lou remains determined to leave with Gabrielle and Ansel
after the ritual, prioritizing their safety over La Voisin’s uncertain alliance. The blood

witches’ whispered rumors and Etienne’s horrific death loom over their plans,



emphasizing the pervasive threat of Morgane’s cruelty. Lou’s resolve to confront her
mother intensifies, but her immediate focus is on protecting those around her. The

chapter ends on a somber note, blending grief, fear, and a fragile hope for survival.



The First Performance: Reid

The chapter opens with a vivid scene in Domaine-les-Roses, where Claud performs on
a frozen fountain, playing a mandolin while the audience revels in the music.
Seraphine's hauntingly beautiful voice captivates the crowd, creating an atmosphere
of unearthly passion. Reid,-however, remains sullen and uncomfortable in his
performance attire, which includes a shirtlessreestumerand kohl-lined eyes. His
discomfort is compounded by memories of his past as a Chasseur, contrasting sharply

with his current debased state as a performer in a bizarre, feathered ensemble.

Reid's mother, Madame Labelle, attempts to ease his tension with rose petal wine, but
he rejects her efforts, irritated by his costume and the town's eccentricities. The
villagers' festive attire and behavior—particularly their admiration for Toulouse and
Thierry—further alienate him. Madame Labelle teases Reid about his admirers, but he
remains steadfast in his loyalty to Louise, despite her insistence that "Louise Larue"
doesn't exist. Their exchange grows tense as Reid challenges her about his own

identity, highlighting his internal conflict between his past and present selves.

The conversation shifts to the villagers' celebration of Imbolc, a pagan festival, which
Reid finds shocking given his Chasseur background. Madame Labelle mocks the
Chasseurs' ignorance of northern traditions, provoking Reid to defend his former
comrades. Her casual mention of "Mother’s tits"—a reference to the Triple
Goddess—throws Reid into further discomfort, revealing his deep-seated aversion to
his cultural heritage. His refusal to engage with these traditions underscores his

struggle to reconcile his rigid upbringing with the world he now inhabits.

The chapter closes with Reid's visceral rejection of Madame Labelle's attempts to
educate him about pagan beliefs, culminating in his frantic retreat from the
conversation. His discomfort with the topic and his mother's teasing highlight his

internal turmoil and resistance to embracing his roots. The scene paints a poignant



picture of a man caught between two worlds, clinging to his past identity while being

thrust into a reality that challenges everything he once believed.



Red Death and His Bride, Sleep Eternal: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid, the protagonist, being prepped for a performance by
Zenna, a member of Troupe de Fortune. Irritated by her heavy-handed makeup
application and the oppressive atmosphere, Reid questions the absence of his mother
and fellow performer Beau:-The troupe has arrived in Beauchéne, a village on the
outskirts of La Féret des Yeux, where a stagehasibeenconstructed for their act. As the
sun sets, Reid feels anlinexplicable unease, heightened by the knowledge that this is
their final stop before heading to Cesarine’s infamous Skull Masquerade, a secretive

and decadent event.

Deveraux, the troupe leader, interrupts Reid’s thoughts with exaggerated praise for his
appearance, calling him "Monsieur Red Death." Zenna warns Reid to perform well,
threatening consequences if the audience is dissatisfied. Reid senses an unusual
tension in the air, exacerbated by Deveraux and Zenna’s cryptic behavior. When
Deveraux reveals that Reid will replace him and Seraphine as the opening act, Reid
grows suspicious, especially since his mother is nowhere to be seen. Zenna’s cryptic

remark about thanking her later adds to his growing apprehension.

As Reid steps onto the stage, the crowd’s anticipation is palpable. Deveraux delivers a
theatrical introduction, playing up the troupe’s wholesome entertainment, which
contrasts sharply with Reid’s leather-clad, knife-wielding persona. The audience’s
catcalls and whispers unsettle him further. Amid the chaos, Reid spots a familiar
couple in the crowd—a woman and a lanky man—who vanish before he can identify
them. His heart races as Deveraux’s booming voice announces a "singular
experience," but Reid’s attention is fractured by the eerie sense that something is

amiss.

The chapter builds toward an ominous climax, with Reid’s unease mirroring the

audience’s heightened excitement. The juxtaposition of the troupe’s performative



frivolity and Reid’s internal turmoil creates a sense of foreboding. The sudden change
in the performance lineup, the mysterious couple, and the looming Skull Masquerade
all hint at darker forces at play. Reid’s instinct that "tonight was different" underscores

the chapter’s tension, leaving the reader anticipating the unfolding drama.



She Loves Me Not: Lou

The chapter opens with Lou and Reid celebrating their reunion with the villagers,
sharing a quiet moment on the amber wagon’s steps while others dance and sing
drunkenly around them. Their playful banter reveals their deep connection, as Reid
teases Lou about her singing-and she retaliates with mock outrage. The scene is filled
with warmth and intimacy, underscored; by their physical-closeness and shared
laughter. However, beneath the surface, Lou harbors a secret about Reid’s siblings’
deaths, which she chooses to keep from him to avoid shifting his focus from their

ultimate goal of defeating Morgane.

Lou’s internal conflict is subtly woven into the lighthearted exchange, as she reflects
on her decision to withhold the truth about Etienne and Gabrielle’s murders. She
rationalizes her silence, believing it protects Reid from unnecessary guilt and
distraction. Meanwhile, their flirtatious dynamic continues, with Lou provocatively
singing a raunchy ballad to embarrass Reid, much to the amusement of their
companions. The revelry is momentarily interrupted by Deveraux’s revelation that the
song'’s titular character, Big Titty Liddy, was a real person, adding a layer of absurdity

to the scene.

The mood shifts as Lou notices Coco and Ansel slipping away together, their closeness
sparking curiosity and concern. Beau’s reaction hints at underlying tensions, while
Reid’s unreadable expression suggests his own unresolved feelings. Lou’s attention is
divided between the festive atmosphere and her growing unease about Coco and
Ansel’s relationship, which seems to be deepening in ways she hadn’t anticipated. This
moment of observation underscores the complexities of the group’s dynamics, as

personal relationships intertwine with larger conflicts.

The chapter closes with Lou’s lingering suspicion about Coco and Ansel, leaving the

reader with a sense of impending drama. The juxtaposition of joy and secrecy



highlights the characters’ struggles to balance personal happiness with their
dangerous mission. Lou’s internal dilemma about Reid and her watchful eye on her
friends create a tension that foreshadows future challenges, blending humor and

emotional depth in a way that captures the chapter’s essence.



An Unexpected Reunion: Lou

The chapter opens with Lou and Claud encountering a group of bandits on the road, far
from the feared Chasseurs they initially expected. Claud forces Lou to the ground,
shielding her as they observe the ragged, foul-smelling men. Lou, initially dismissive of
the threat, is stunned when-she recognizes Bas among the bandits. His appearance
has drastically changed—long, matted hairjandjasear marking his face—and he wields
a black blade with a hardened demeanor, a stark contrast to the boy she once knew.

Tension escalates as Reid and Bas lock eyes, poised for conflict.

Lou panics, demanding Claud release her to intervene, but he restrains her, warning
against drawing attention. Meanwhile, the bandits overpower their companions, tying
up Coco, Beau, and others. Madame Labelle remains calm, exchanging silent signals
with Toulouse and Thierry. A bandit leader, referred to as Bone White, recognizes Reid
as the killer of the Archbishop and revels in the potential bounty. The situation grows
dire as another bandit threatens Coco with a knife, questioning how she knows Bas'’s

name. Bas, however, feigns ignorance, deepening the mystery of his behavior.

Reid refuses to surrender his weapon, even as Coco’s life is threatened. Beau attempts
to assert his authority as crown prince, but Bone White mocks him, revealing rumors of
Beau’s alliance with witches. The bandit leader taunts Beau, suggesting his father
would reward them for his return. Bas’s strange detachment continues as he questions
Coco’s familiarity with him, while Lou watches helplessly, confused by his actions. The
atmosphere grows more ominous as Bone White detects a burning scent, hinting at

Coco’s latent magical abilities and escalating the danger.

The chapter culminates in a standoff, with Reid’s defiance and Coco’s precarious
position heightening the stakes. Bas’s inexplicable behavior and Bone White’s
menacing curiosity about Coco’s blood suggest darker forces at play. Lou, trapped

under Claud’s grip, witnesses the unraveling of alliances and the looming threat of



violence. The reunion with Bas, once a friend, has become a dangerous confrontation,
leaving Lou desperate to act but powerless to change the course of events. The

chapter ends with tension unresolved, setting the stage for further conflict and

revelation.



Blood and Honey: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid regaining consciousness amid intense pain and chaos,
finding himself in the middle of a violent battlefield. Coco urgently tries to help him,
revealing that her blood magic is keeping his wound closed but requires honey for full
healing. The scene is one of utter disorder, with allies like Deveraux, Toulouse, Zenna,
Ansel, and Seraphine engaged-in fierce combatiagainstithieves. Reid notices the
lifeless body of the thieves' leader nearby, his eye gouged out, and his disorientation

slowly clears as he takes in the grim reality of their situation.

Reid’s focus shifts to Lou, who is locked in a desperate struggle with Bas. Despite her
attempts to reason with him, Bas appears to have no memory of her, insisting he
doesn’t know her. Lou’s frustration grows as she recalls their shared past, accusing
him of pretending. The tension escalates when Bas nearly stabs her, forcing Lou to
physically restrain him. Coco prevents Reid from intervening, insisting Lou can handle
the situation, but the confrontation takes a darker turn as Lou realizes Bas’s memory

loss is genuine.

Lou’s desperation leads her to use magic to restore Bas’'s memories, despite the
obvious strain it places on her. As she recounts their history, Bas experiences intense
pain, begging her to stop. Madame Labelle intervenes, warning Lou that she risks
killing herself, but Lou persists. The chapter reaches a climax as both Lou and Bas
collapse, their connection through magic leaving them unconscious. Reid, ignoring his
own injuries, rushes to Lou’s side, overwhelmed by the scent of incense and his own

physical agony.

The chapter concludes with Reid’s painful realization that Lou lied about rescuing Bas
from the Tower, a deception that cuts deeper than any physical wound. As Lou and
Bas regain consciousness, Reid grapples with feelings of betrayal and raw emotional

exposure. The revelation that Lou risked everything for Bas leaves Reid questioning



her motives and his own place in her life, ending the chapter on a note of unresolved

tension and heartache.



Dagger of Bone: Lou

The chapter opens with Lou and Deveraux hastily departing Beauchéne to evade
authorities after a violent incident. Deveraux, an enigmatic figure who seems
unnaturally resilient, takes the reins while Lou reluctantly joins him in the wagon. Her
thoughts linger on Reid, who-is traveling separately in the "amber wagon" with Coco,
sparking jealousy despite their-apparent reconciliationnlou’s frustration grows as
Deveraux evades her probing questions about his past, family, and motives, leaving

her suspicious yet dependent on his aid.

As they travel through the night, Lou presses Deveraux for answers about his age and
identity, but he responds cryptically, stating he simply "is." Their conversation circles
themes of love and loss, with Deveraux hinting at a long, mysterious life marked by
two great loves. Lou grows increasingly bewildered by his refusal to conform to her
expectations, yet she senses a strange sincerity in his actions. By dawn, they near
Cesarine, where Deveraux announces they must part ways, promising to arrange safe

lodgings through Madame Labelle’s contacts.

Lou’s suspicion wars with gratitude as she bids Deveraux farewell, though his parting
words—"Be safe until we meet again"—hint at future encounters. Her focus shifts to
Reid, who remains distant when she knocks on the wagon door. The silence between
them mirrors a childhood memory of her mother’s ruthless disposal of a nobleman,
leaving Lou feeling similarly hollow and adrift. Reid’s coldness and Coco’s sympathetic

exit amplify her despair, as she grapples with the emotional chasm she’s created.

The chapter closes with Lou confronting the weight of her actions, comparing her
emotional turmoil to sinking into darkness. Reid’s refusal to engage and Coco’s
temporary departure underscore her isolation. Lou’s introspection reveals a deeper
conflict between her hardened upbringing and her desire for connection, leaving her

stranded between guilt and hope for reconciliation. The unresolved tension with Reid



and Deveraux’s cryptic presence set the stage for further developments in their

journey.



Until One of Us is Dead: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid and his companions navigating a dense, sunless forest as
they journey south toward the swamp of Le Ventre. The group's dynamics are tense,
with unresolved conflicts simmering beneath the surface. Ansel and Lou remain silent,
their rift reopened now that-immediate danger has passed, while Beau lightens the
mood with his usual self-absorbed human.jReid;;burdened by shame and anger,
observes the group's interactions but avoids addressing the growing tension, focusing

instead on their physical surroundings and the challenges ahead.

During a brief stop for food, the group's underlying conflicts come to a head. Ansel
requests training, prompting Lou to criticize the Chasseurs' traditional combat
philosophy as outdated and impractical. She argues that survival demands
ruthlessness, not gallantry, and insists Ansel must adopt a more brutal approach. Reid
bristles at her dismissal of Chasseur methods, defending their emphasis on discipline,
strategy, and moral conduct. Their debate highlights the ideological clash between

Reid's structured upbringing and Lou's street-hardened pragmatism.

The tension escalates when Lou challenges Reid to a sparring match to prove her
point. Reid refuses, dismissing the idea as unfair and beneath his dignity, but Lou
taunts him, questioning his confidence and strength. Her use of magic to unsettle him
further blurs the line between physical and psychological combat. The confrontation
becomes a power struggle, with Lou aiming to dismantle Reid's pride in his training

while Reid clings to his identity as a Chasseur, even as her magic begins to affect him.

The chapter ends with the standoff unresolved, leaving Reid grappling with Lou's
provocations and the unsettling influence of her magic. Their conflict mirrors the
broader tensions within the group, as loyalty, trust, and differing worldviews collide.
The scene sets the stage for future confrontations, both physical and ideological, as

Reid's beliefs are tested against Lou's unorthodox but effective methods. The chapter



masterfully blends action, dialogue, and internal conflict to deepen character dynamics

and advance the story's central themes.



A Debt of Blood: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid and his companions, including Lou, Beau, and Coco,
navigating a tense journey through a shifting landscape as they seek an audience with
the Beast of Gévaudan. The group’s unease is palpable, with Lou sending her fox,
Brigitte, ahead as a messenger, but receiving no response. As dusk falls, the
environment transforms-into-a-muddy, briny,tenrain;iheightening the sense of
foreboding. The group’s anxiety grows as they realize they are being watched by

wolves, their howls echoing through the trees, signaling the pack’s presence.

Reid and his friends are soon surrounded by dozens of wolves, forcing them to kneel in
submission to avoid provoking an attack. Reid attempts to maintain calm, instructing
the group to avoid direct eye contact to prevent challenges. The tension escalates
when the alpha wolf, Blaise, appears—a figure Reid recognizes from a past encounter.
Lou bravely steps forward to address Blaise, introducing herself and proposing an
alliance against their common enemy, La Dame des Sorcieres. However, Blaise

remains fixated on Reid, his hostility evident.

The situation grows more volatile when Liana, Blaise’s daughter, emerges with her
younger brother, taunting the group for their audacity in entering the wolves’ territory.
Beau attempts diplomacy, but Liana dismisses his efforts, questioning his motives and
accusing his father, the king, of hypocrisy. Lou reiterates their desire for peace, but
Liana and her brother openly relish the prospect of violence. As the wolves prepare to
attack, Beau is knocked down, and Lou desperately pleads for reason, while Reid

readies his weapons.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger as the wolves charge, leaving the outcome
uncertain. Lou’s final plea—“We just want to talk!”—is drowned out by the chaos,
underscoring the precariousness of their situation. The confrontation highlights the

deep-seated animosity between the groups and the challenges of forging an alliance



amidst longstanding distrust. The chapter masterfully builds tension, setting the stage

for a potentially explosive resolution.



The Wolves Descend: Reid

Reid finds himself in a desperate flight through the swamp, pursued by werewolves.
He recalls Gévaudan, a village he once visited with the Chasseurs, and plans to use its
river to mask his scent. Despite the rising tide and dangerous currents, he sees the
water as his only escape from Blaise and the loup garou. To evade their heightened
senses, he covers himself in-mud, hoping todisappearrcompletely. The tension mounts
as a distant howl signals the approaching threat, forcing Reid to quicken his pace

toward the river he believes will save him.

As Reid navigates the swamp, he relies on fragmented memories of landmarks to
guide him. He spots familiar trees and rocks, convinced the river is near—only to
discover it has vanished without a trace. The eerie absence of the riverbed leaves him
unnerved, and the whispering trees seem to mock his desperation. His mother’s
warning about the forest’s dangers echoes in his mind, heightening his fear. Despite
the disorientation, Reid recalibrates his plan, determined to reach Gévaudan’s gate,

though the soft terrain and his own footprints threaten to betray his path.

Realizing his footprints make him easily trackable, Reid abandons his initial plan and
turns to the trees for escape. Channeling Lou’s resourcefulness, he climbs into the
canopy, leaping from branch to branch to break his trail. Though initially shaky, he
gains confidence as he moves faster, hoping to outmaneuver the wolves. The physical
strain and danger of falling are outweighed by the terror of being caught. His progress
seems promising until a branch snaps beneath him, sending him plummeting toward

the ground in a moment of sheer panic.

The chapter ends with Reid’s desperate attempt to regain control as he falls. The
abrupt crack of the branch shatters his fleeting hope, and the pain of impact
underscores his vulnerability. The werewolves’ howls grow closer, emphasizing the

inevitability of their pursuit. Reid’s struggle encapsulates the themes of survival and



ingenuity, as well as the haunting power of the natural world. His fate remains
uncertain, leaving readers on edge as the wolves descend and the forest itself seems

to conspire against him.



Frozen Heart: Lou

Lou is consumed by helpless rage as Reid flees for his life, guarded by three young
wolves led by Terrance, Blaise’s son. The wolves, though smaller, are still dangerous,
and their restless energy mirrors Lou’s own fury. She longs to attack them, but Coco
insists they must wait, despite Lou’s protests. The group debates Reid’s chances, with
Lou voicing her fears about the wolves hunting-him-asg pack. Coco and Ansel try to
reassure her, but Lou remains unconvinced, convinced Reid’s stubbornness will put

him in greater danger.

Tension escalates as distant howls signal the wolves have found Reid. Lou’s panic
peaks when she hears Reid’s cry, and she acts impulsively, slamming her palm into
the ground to unleash her magic. Ice spreads rapidly across the swamp, fueled by her
desperation to help Reid, even as the cold begins to overwhelm her. The magic drains
her, blurring her thoughts and vision until she collapses, unconscious. Her sacrifice is

extreme, but she refuses to let go, determined to give Reid any advantage she can.

Lou awakens to Coco slapping her, shocked to find the entire swamp frozen solid. The
landscape is transformed, every surface coated in unyielding ice. Despite nearly dying,
Lou smiles, satisfied with her handiwork. Coco berates her for recklessness, but Lou is
unrepentant, focused only on the potential aid her magic might provide Reid. The
chapter ends with a snarl from one of the wolves, pulling Lou back to the immediate

danger as the frozen world around them hints at both hope and unresolved peril.

The chapter highlights Lou’s fierce loyalty and reckless bravery, willing to risk her life
to protect Reid. Her magic’s overwhelming power is both a weapon and a vulnerability,
as it nearly consumes her. The frozen swamp symbolizes her desperation and love,
even as the wolves’ presence reminds readers of the ongoing threat. The tension
between Lou’s impulsiveness and Coco’s caution underscores the group’s dynamic,

setting the stage for further conflict and action.



Sanctuary: Reid

The chapter opens with a tense confrontation between Reid and Blaise, a loup garou
whose son, Adrien, was killed by Reid’s fellow Chasseurs. Blaise reveals the depth of
his loss, explaining how Adrien was adopted after his biological parents were slain and
how Blaise’s mate later took-his own life in grief. Reid, overwhelmed by guilt, struggles
to respond as Blaise demands retribution fon thehleodshed. The emotional exchange

underscores the cyclical nature of violence and the personal toll it takes on both sides.

As the confrontation escalates, the environment suddenly shifts when ice spreads
across the battlefield, a manifestation of Lou’s unchecked magical rage. Blaise and
Reid are momentarily distracted by the unnatural phenomenon, which immobilizes
both Chasseurs and loup garou alike. Blaise panics upon hearing his surviving son,
Terrance, howl in anguish, and he rushes to his aid. Reid follows, realizing Lou is at the
center of the chaos, wielding her power destructively while her companions try in vain

to restrain her.

The scene descends into further chaos as Lou, seemingly detached and cold,
manipulates the ice with terrifying precision. She taunts Reid with a stolen Balisarda, a
weapon belonging to Jean Luc, who attacks her in a fit of rage. Reid intervenes,
attempting to reason with Lou, who appears lost in her own power. Coco warns Reid
that Lou must melt the ice, but Jean Luc’s violent interference complicates the
situation. Reid is torn between defending Lou and aiding Coco, highlighting the

desperation of the moment.

In the final moments, Reid manages to reach Lou, holding her and pleading for her to
reverse the ice’s spread. Lou, though eerily vacant, responds to his touch and agrees
to melt the ice, declaring her willingness to do anything for those she loves. The
chapter ends on a chilling note, emphasizing Lou’s self-destructive devotion and the

precariousness of their situation. Reid’s internal conflict and the looming threat of



further violence leave the reader anticipating the consequences of Lou’s actions.



A Promise: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid and his companions, including Lou, Beau, and others,
nearing Cesarine only to discover a Chasseur blockade at the city entrance. Liana
reports that the huntsmen are specifically searching for them, likely due to Jean Luc
alerting the authorities. Lou-reacts with anger, mocking Jean Luc’s absence, but the
group’s tension is palpable as they grappleywith thedanger ahead. Reid observes
Lou’s emotional turmoil, noting her whispered conversations with her
matagots—supernatural familiars that unsettle the others—and her unresolved trauma

from past events.

Reid and Lou share a moment of quiet concern, each questioning the other’s well-
being without receiving clear answers. Lou’s distress is evident as she communicates
with her familiars, including a newly appeared black rat, while the group watches
warily. Reid contemplates the possibility of intervening, even if it means drawing the
familiars’ attention to himself. Meanwhile, Lou devises a plan to contact Claud
Deveraux for help in bypassing the blockade, though Beau expresses skepticism about

its feasibility given the heightened security.

Tensions rise as Lou clashes with Beau over the plan, her frustration boiling over into
sharp retorts. Reid instinctively moves to shield her from the group’s judgment,
despite her defiant attitude. Lou’s emotional outburst—swatting away Reid’s
comforting gesture—reveals her inner struggle, leaving Reid feeling powerless as their
relationship strains under the pressure. The chapter underscores their precarious
situation, with Lou’s unstable emotions and Reid’s growing helplessness creating a

sense of impending crisis.

The chapter concludes with Lou handing Reid a stolen Balisarda, a replacement for the
one she lost, though it feels foreign to him. She apologizes for her earlier violent

outburst, promising it won’t happen again, but Reid finds her words hollow. The



exchange highlights the growing disconnect between them, as Reid grapples with his
inability to protect Lou from her own demons. The unresolved tension and looming

danger leave the reader anticipating the next steps in their perilous journey.



Trial by Fire: Reid

Reid and Lou, disguised to evade detection, prepare to infiltrate a convoy to escape
their pursuers. Lou insists Reid target a poor farmer’s wagon, but he refuses to prey on
the weak. She argues survival demands pragmatism, directing him to a different
wagon while she targets a-gilded carriage nearby. Reid is hesitant, overwhelmed by
the risks, but Lou reassures him with a planiposejas an injured traveler, gain entry,
and use magic if necessary. Despite his moral reservations, Reid recognizes the

urgency of their situation and the consequences of failure.

Lou coaches Reid on his disguise and backstory, emphasizing the need for quick,
discreet action. She instructs him to enchant anyone who might recognize them, even
a Chasseur, to ensure safe passage. Reid struggles with the idea of using magic,
fearing detection, but Lou counters that the crowded road will buy them time. His
anxiety peaks at the thought of Lou being hunted if he fails, forcing him to consider
magic as a last resort. Lou’s unwavering confidence and swift kiss on his cheek offer

fleeting comfort before she departs to execute her part of the plan.

Reid grapples with his internal conflict, torn between his aversion to magic and the
dire need to protect Lou. Lou’s advice to embrace his magic rather than resist it lingers
in his mind, but self-doubt persists. As the wagons approach, Lou delivers an emotional
declaration of love, leaving Reid stunned and unable to respond before she vanishes
into the crowd. The weight of her words and the impending danger leave Reid

emotionally raw, yet determined to proceed despite his fears.

Alone, Reid steels himself and approaches the farmer’s wagon, adopting his injured
persona. The convoy’s standstill provides cover, but his knocks go unanswered at first.
The chapter ends with Reid poised on the brink of action, his fate uncertain, as the
tension between his principles and survival reaches its peak. The emotional and

physical stakes are laid bare, underscoring the high-risk nature of their escape plan.



The Drowning: Lou

Lou and Reid narrowly escape pursuit in the city, with Lou showcasing her expertise in
evasion by breaking their pursuers' line of sight. They find refuge in a backstreet in
East End, where Reid, visibly shaken, collapses into Lou’s lap. As they recover, Lou
reveals she has sent allies—including a rat named Charles—to gather their group and
secure rooms at an inn-called Leviathan: [Despiterthe danger, Reid remains determined
to speak with King Auguste, even as Lou warns him of the futility and risk, given the

king’'s awareness of Reid’s identity as a witch.

The tension between Lou and Reid escalates as they debate their next move. Lou
argues for relying on their allies, the Dames Rouges and loup garou, while Reid insists
on seeking the king’s support to unite against Morgane. Their disagreement is
interrupted by the need to flee the streets, as East End becomes increasingly unsafe
with Chasseurs and constabulary on high alert. Lou lightens the mood with a teasing
remark about their past encounter in a theater, but the underlying urgency remains as

they navigate the crowded, somber streets filled with mourners for the Archbishop.

The atmosphere grows heavier as they approach the cathedral, where the city’s grief
is palpable. The streets are draped in black, with only the red banners of the
Archbishop’s coat of arms providing color. The grim scene takes a horrifying turn when
they discover three charred bodies chained to stakes at the cathedral’s base. Lou is
stunned, questioning whether the victims were truly witches, while Reid cradles her,
acknowledging the likelihood of their innocence. The display is a brutal reminder of the

king’s ruthless tactics to maintain control after the Archbishop’s death.

The chapter culminates in a moment of shared grief and realization. Lou’s disbelief at
the senseless violence underscores the systemic oppression faced by witches and
innocents alike. Reid’s protective gesture highlights their bond, even as they grapple

with the harsh realities of their world. The stakes are higher than ever, with the king’s



brutality serving as a stark warning. As they prepare to regroup with their allies, the
chapter leaves readers with a sense of impending confrontation and the weight of their

mission against Morgane and the corrupt forces ruling Cesarine.



Madame Sauvage’s Cabinet of Curiosities: Lou

Lou and Reid, fleeing from Manon’s warning, take refuge in Madame Sauvage’s
Cabinet of Curiosities, a bizarre shop filled with oddities like stuffed rats, animal skulls,
and butterfly wings. The atmosphere is eerie, and Reid is visibly unsettled by the
strangeness of their surroundings. Lou, focused on evading capture, insists Reid
disguise himself with ajwig, but-he resists;sparking-tension between them. Their
argument escalates as Lou accuses Reid of hypocrisy for using magic when it suits him

while condemning her for doing the same.

The confrontation deepens when Reid demands answers about a mysterious man Lou
prevented him from saving. Lou struggles to respond, torn between truth and
deception, as the weight of their unresolved conflicts surfaces. Their heated exchange
is interrupted by the sudden appearance of Madame Sauvage, an enigmatic elderly
woman who seems to know their names and assures them they’re safe from Manon.
Her cryptic demeanor and abrupt disappearance leave Lou and Reid stunned, adding

to the chapter’s sense of mystery and unease.

Reid’s suspicion intensifies as he questions Lou about Madame Sauvage, accusing her
of withholding information. Lou, frustrated by his distrust, reflects on the lies she’s told
to survive and his persistent judgment of her magic. The tension between them
reaches a boiling point as Reid insists on the truth, while Lou retorts that he’s
incapable of accepting it. Their dynamic is fraught with unresolved anger and betrayal,

highlighting the emotional stakes of their relationship.

The chapter ends with Lou attempting to leave, but Reid stops her, demanding
honesty. Lou’s resentment spills over as she recalls his past insults and rejection of her
magic. The unresolved conflict leaves their future uncertain, with both characters
trapped in a cycle of mistrust and unspoken truths. The eerie setting of the curiosity

shop mirrors the unsettling nature of their relationship, setting the stage for further



confrontation or revelation in the story.

ﬁﬁ ummaryer



A Change of Plans: Reid

Reid stands outside Léviathan, grappling with a torrent of emotions as painful thoughts
about Lou consume him. He reflects on their fractured relationship, haunted by the
realization that Lou’s condition will worsen and their life together will be fraught with
chaos. The betrayal cuts deep, as he recalls how she dismissed his sacrifices—his love,
protection, and even his-family.-/Anger and-hurtjintertwine, leaving him questioning
whether their entire bond was built on lies. Despite his lingering love for her, Reid

acknowledges that their dynamic has irreversibly changed.

Struggling to regain control, Reid battles his rage, fearing it will expose his
vulnerability to others inside Léviathan. A calmer voice in his mind urges him to
master his emotions, reminding him that anger cannot dictate his actions. He reflects
on the irony of their past—how they once fit together as witch and witch hunter,
husband and wife—but now their paths diverge. Though he yearns to help Lou, he
accepts that he cannot force her to change. Instead, he resolves to focus on what he

can control: protecting his family from Morgane’s threat.

Steeling himself, Reid enters Léviathan, where tension fills the air. The presence of
Lou, Coco, and Ansel upstairs stirs unease, but he avoids confrontation. The tavern,
small and unassuming, serves as a gathering place for their uneasy alliance, including
blood witches, werewolves, and unexpected figures like La Voisin. Reid’s arrival sparks
hostility, particularly from Blaise’s family, but he dismisses the animosity. His priority
is clear: he must visit his father to prepare for the looming battle against Morgane,

who hunts his family.

Amid the strained atmosphere, Reid’s determination hardens. He ignores distractions,
including Deveraux’s cheerful chatter about La Mascarade des Cranes, and focuses on
his mission. Madame Labelle’s quiet remark about their luck in having him there

underscores the gravity of their situation. Reid’s internal conflict—between his love for



Lou and his duty to protect his family—culminates in a resolute decision: he will
embrace his role as a hunter to eliminate the threat Morgane poses, even if it means

leaving behind the life he once envisioned with Lou.



The King’s Court: Reid

The chapter opens with Reid navigating underground tunnels, distracted by a
persistent rock in his boot. His irritation is compounded by Beau’s casual demeanor
and reminiscences of past rendezvous in the tunnels. Madame Labelle, a former
brothel owner, joins their banter, teasing Beau about exaggerated rumors of his
exploits. The playful tension between the triojsets alighthearted tone, though Reid

remains visibly annoyed, both by the physical discomfort and Beau’s antics.

Madame Labelle escalates the teasing by revealing she knew Beau as a child,
mentioning his childhood stutter. Beau'’s flustered reaction hints at deeper
embarrassment, leading him to confess a humiliating story about his first sexual
encounter with a woman who had a fetish for stuttering. The anecdote, shared
reluctantly, becomes a source of amusement for Madame Labelle and Reid, who laugh
despite Beau’s protests. The interaction provides a rare moment of levity amid the

group’s otherwise tense journey.

The mood shifts when Madame Labelle attempts to share another embarrassing story,
this time involving Beau’s father and a feral cat in the tunnels. Both Reid and Beau are
horrified, with Beau demanding she never repeat the tale. The mention of Beau’s
father abruptly ends the lighthearted atmosphere, reminding the group of their grim
circumstances. Madame Labelle’s attempt to lighten the mood backfires, and the trio

falls into a somber silence as they near their destination.

As they approach the castle, Reid removes the rock from his boot, symbolically
preparing for the challenges ahead. The muffled foot